Tobacco Timeline
advocacy in action.

39% of
adults
smoke

Metro trains,
buses and
ferries in
Perth are
smoke-free

‘Smoking
is a Health
Hazard’
compulsory
on cigarette
packs in WA

39.2% of
adults
smoke
Federal law
bans cigarette
advertising on
radio and TV

State law mandates no
smoking in any vehicle on
Transperth premises

National Heart Foundation starts first
major public education anti-smoking
program-birth of the QUIT campaign.
(Quit gained world-wide reputation for
innovation in advertising and public
relations)

Allocation of $2m for
community smoking
education

ACOSH
formed
in WA

Release of
major reports
of the US
Surgeon
General on
The health
consequences
of smoking

State law
requires
persons
involved in the
sale of tobacco
products to be
licensed

Bans on direct
tobacco
advertising
on radio and
television

US Surgeon General’s
report noted that in the
15 years since the first
report, more than 30,000
scientific papers provided
further irrefutable
evidence on the negative
health consequences of
smoking

Seminal paper by Japanese
epidemiologist Takeshi Hirayama
clearly demonstrates the dangers
of second hand smoke; a flood of
further evidence follows

“Cigarettes are harmful, but so are
potatoes. Tobacco is in the family.
You inhale the fumes of potatoes
when you’re cooking them.”
Ron Berryman, Executive Officer
Tobacco Institute of Australia

David Goerlitz, former Winston Man, to RJ Reynolds executives:
“Don’t any of you smoke?”
One executive answered:
“We don’t smoke this shit. We reserve that right for the poor, the
young, the black and the stupid.”

New York Times editorial by Bob Hebert, Nov 1993

WA libraries go
smoke free

Stronger health
warnings on
cigarette packs:
Smoking causes
lung cancer,
smoking causes
heart disease,
smoking
damages your
lungs, and
smoking reduces
your fitness’

National Drug Summit
emphasises the
impact of smoking on
health (WA initiative)

34% of adults smoke

Dr Tom Dadour
introduces a
private members
bill to prohibit
advertisements
for smoking and
tobacco products;
the Bill is narrowly
defeated in the
Upper House

Health Ministers
agree to introduce
stronger health
warnings
(WA initiative)

29.6% of
adults
smoke

Prospector train
to Kalgoorlie goes
smoke-free

Perth hosts
the 7th World
Conference on
Tobacco and
Health

The WA
Public Service
becomes a
smoke-free
workplace

Increase in
cigarette tax

Rotating health
warnings on packs

31% of
adults
smoke

Justice Morling holds that the
Tobacco Institute of Australia
engaged in misleading or
deceptive conduct, and found
that second hand smoke
was a cause of lung cancer,
respiratory disease in children
and attacks of asthma

Smoking is
phased out
in federal
workplaces

Smoking is
prohibited on
domestic aircraft

Commonwealth
legislation bans all
cigarette advertising
in print media

28% of
adults
smoke

Tobacco Control
Act 1990 passes in
WA; bans tobacco
advertising
from media;
establishes
Healthway;
increases tobacco
tax; increases
the fine for
cigarette sales to
minors; ends free
cigarette samples
and competition;
ends billboard
advertising

Smo
Healthway is
established
to replace
tobacco
sports
sponsorship

ain
goes

“We have sunk to such a low
level I don’t think anything we
say will be believed.”
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Federal Government
removes tobacco
sponsorship from all
events
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Tobacco
advertising
outside shops
or in view of
public places
prohibited

ACOSH initiates the
National Tobacco
Scoreboard,
recognising
State, Territory
and Federal
Government
achievements and
calling for further
action
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26% of
adults
smoke

Nicotine
Replacement
Therapy
available for
sale

WA taxis are
smoke-free
(drivers and
passengers)

Public schools in
WA are declared
smoke-free

New and stronger
health warnings
on cigarette
packets

Federal bans
on tobacco
sponsorship
of sports and
arts

National campaign:
Every cigarette is
doing you damage

WA prohibits
smoking in any
public place where
food is served

4.8% of WA 12 - 17 yearolds smoke

Burswood implements
smoke-free gaming areas
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Hotels,
nightclubs
and clubs go
smoke-free

The World Health
Organisation
endorses the
Framework
Convention on
Tobacco Control

22% of
adults
smoke

25% of
adults
smoke

This year marks the 50th
anniversary of the first
unequivocal evidence
of the links between
smoking and lung
cancer - Sir Richard Doll
and Sir Austin Bradford
Hill - Smoking and
Carcinoma of the Lung
(BMJ)

Make Smoking
History (formerly
Target 15) is
launched by the
Cancer Council
WA, and the
Dept of Health
–WA. The goal:
to reduce the
prevalence of
smoking among
adults in WA to
15% or less by
2010

Tobacco retailer
licensing comes into
force with strict limits on
the display of tobacco at
point of sale

ACCC rules
against Tobacco
under the Trade
Practices Act
relative to its
“lights and milds”
products and
campaigns

City of Joondalup
makes its 17km of
beaches smoke-free

City of
Fremantle
makes all
alfresco dining
smoke-free

City of Cockburn
is the first
WA local
government
to decide on a
comprehensive
smoke-free
policy

Greenough
Regional
Prison goes
smoke-free
as a pilot for
all WA prisons

Tobacco Products Control
Amendment Act 2009
passes, which
• prohibits smoking in cars
carrying children;
• requires that all tobacco
products are out of sight
at point of sale in retail
premises;
• makes patrolled
beaches and children’s
playgrounds smoke free;
• makes al fresco dining
areas smoke-free,
except for up 50% in
hotels’ alfresco areas

Plain Packaging legislation
Introduced
19% of
adults
smoke

HAMMERTIM

WA Government
announces the
establishment
of a task force on
passive smoking
in public places

Reply of an RJ Reynolds
representative when asked
the age of the kids they
were targeting

Ernest Popples, Senior VP, Brown and
Williamson Tobacco

Smoking Sucks
TAB agencies in
WA introduce
smoke-free
policies

They got lips?
We want them.

E

Labor party
announces it will
no longer accept
donations from
Tobacco. Federal
government
decides to
implement
graphic warnings
on 30% of the
front and 90%
of the back of
cigarette packs

WA introduces
the Tobacco
Products
Control Bill
which further
restricts
advertising,
sales to minors,
licensing,
enforcement,
sponsorships,
packaging and
labeling

Australian Govt
announces:
25% increase in
tobacco excise
Ban on internet
tobacco
advertising

Perth Royal
Show goes
smoke-free

Several local
governments
implement smokefree policies, including
Rockingham,
Fremantle, Perth,
Joondalup, Vincent,
Geraldton/Greenough

Perth
zoo goes
smoke-free
Tackling Indigenous
Smoking Initiative
All Department of Health
facilities go smoke-free

14.9% of
adults
smoke

Australian Council on Smoking & Health
334 Rokeby Road, Subiaco WA 6008
P. 08 6365 5436
08 6365 5438
E. acosh@acosh.org
W. www.acosh.org

advocacy in action.
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