
Australian Government

Department of the Environment

Ref: 2011114034

Ms Fiona Armstrong
Convenor
Climate and Health Alliance Inc.

PO Box 523
CAMBERWELL VIC 3124

Dear Ms Armstrong

I refer to your letter of 23 October 2013 seeking Ministerial consideration of the Climate and

Health Alliance Inc.'s (CAHA) application for entry onto the Register of Environmental

Organisations (the Register).

I wish to inform you that the Minister for the Environment has decided under

section 30-2g0(2) of the lncome Iax Assess ment Act 1992 (Cth) that he is not satisfied that

climate and Health Alliance Inc (CAHA) is an 'environmental organisation'for the purposes

of an application for entry onto the Register'

The Minister's formal statement of reasons for this decision is enclosed' lf you are

unsatisfied with the statement of reasons provided, you may seek a review of the decision

under the Administrative Decision (Judicial Review) Act 1977 (Cth).

lf you would like to discuss this matter further please email reo@environment.qov.au or

contact the Register's team on 02 6274 1467.

your effort in submitting this application is appreciated and the Department wishes you good

luck with your future endeavours.

Yours sincerely

f;-tL-
David Williams
Assistant SecretarY

Governance and Legal Branch

I -7 April 2014

Enc.

Gpo Box 7g7 canberra ACT 260l . Telephone 0262741111 . Facsimile0262741666. www.environment.gov.au



CLIMATE AND HEALTH ALLIANCE INC'S APPLICATION TO THE REGISTER OF
ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DECISION

I have decided under section 30-280(2) of the lncome lax Assessment Act 1992 (the Act) that
I am not satisfied that Climate and Health Alliance lnc (CAHA), ABN 75 260 386 455, is an
'environmental organisation' for the purposes of an application for entry onto the Register of
Environmental Organisations (the Register).

I hereby provide the following information as a statement of reasons for my decision.

Background

The application from CAHA for inclusion on the Register was received by the Department of
the Environment (the Department) on 21 June 2012.

ln order for an organisation to be entered onto the Register the Environment Minister must
notify the Treasurer under section 30-280(2) of the Act that he is satisfied that the organisation
is an'environmentalorganisation'. An environmental organisation is defined in section 30-260
by reference to a number of criteria. These include a requirement that the organisation
satisfies each requirement in section 30-265. The requirements in section 30-265 include the
requirement under section 30-265(1) that the organisation's principal purpose is either:

. the protection and enhancement of the natural environment or of a significant aspect of the
natural environment: or

r the provision of information or education, or the carrying on of research, about the natural
environment or a significant aspect of the natural environment.

The Department wrote to CAHA on 6 September 2013 with regard to its principal purpose and
focus on the promotion and protection of health. CAHA responded to these matters on
24 October 2013 and requested Ministerial consideration of the application.

Evidence and other material on which the decision was based

The following material was provided to me for the purposes of my decision:

r A brief marked MS14-000406 from the Department

. Background information on CAHA prepared by the Department (Attachment A to Brief
MS14-000406)

. Legal advice dated 17 September 2O12

. Documents provided by CAHA in the original application package:

- List of CAHA members

- Brief description of CAHA

- Rules of the Climate and Health Alliance Incorporated Association (CAHA Rules)

- CAHA Annual Report 2O1A-11

- CAHA Newsletter June 2012

o Letter of 6 September 2013 from the Department to CAHA

e Letter of 24 Octob er 2013 from CAHA to the Department including one attachment
providing a description of CAHA activities.



. Copies of pages from CAHA's website accessed 16 January 2014:
http://caha.org.auiabouU and http://caha. org.aulabouVpriorities/

o CAHA Annual Report 2012-2013

Findings on material questions of fact

I found that the principal purpose of CAHA, as indicated in the purpose and objectives sel out

in the CAHA Rules, is the protection of human health and wellbeing, including through the
protection of the natural environment, or through the provision of information or education

about the natural environment.

I found that that the purpose and objectives specified in the CAHA Rules refer to the promotion

of the importance of environmental protection principally as a means of promoting human

health and wellbeing.

I found that most of the activities of CAHA have a strong focus on the promotion and

protection of human health and wellbeing. I found that a relatively small proportion of the

activities of the organisation were directed principally towards the promotion of the protection

of the natural environment, such as its work to promote sustainable and environmentally

friendly practices in the healthcare sector

I found that CAHA's activities of providing information and education, and conducting

research, about climate change and environmental degradation are a means by which the

organisation seeks to achieve its ultimate purpose which is to promote and protect human

health and wellbeing.

Reasons for decision

In light of my findings, I was not satisfied that the principal purpose of CAHA is the protection

and enhancement of the natural environment or of a significant aspect of the natural

environrnent, or the provision of information or education, or the carrying on of research, about

the natural environment or a significant aspect of the natural environment'

I therefore decided that I am not satisfied CAHA is an 'environmental organisation'for the

purposes of section 30-265 of the Act.

I therefore decided not to notify the Treasurer under section 30-280(2) of the Act that I am

satisfied that CAHA is an environmental organisation.
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The Hon Greg Hunt MP

Minister for the Environment
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