
Australian Government

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

Ref: 8131340

Ms Fiona Armstrong
President and Public Officer
Climate and Health Alliance
PO Box 523
AMBERWELL VIC 3124

Dear Ms Armstrong

I am writing to you concerning the application by the Climate and Health Alliance for entry

onto the Register of Environmental Organisations (the Register) which is administered and

coordinated by the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and

communities (the Department). Thank you for your applicaticrn.

All successful entries onto the Register must have as their principal purpose either:

a. the protection and enhancement of the natural environment or of a significant aspect

of the natural environment; or

b. the provision of information or education, or the carrying on of research, about the

natural environment or a significant aspect of the natural environment'

The Explanatory Memorandum to the Billwhich included this test in the Act clarified the

reference to the term 'the natural environment' as follows:

,,The term natural to describe 'environment' is used to make a distinction between

the natural environment and other types of environments eg built; cultural; and

historic environments... The natural environmenf would exclude, for example:

constructions such as the retaining walls of dams; cultivated parks and gardens;

zoos and wildlife parks (except those parks and zoos principally carried on for the

purposes of species preservation); and cultural sites and heritage properties."

This is reflected in the Register's guidelines.

The Department has coordinatecl the assessment process and is not satisfied that the

application by Climate and Health Alliance meets the principal purpose test, as its principal

purpose is to promote and protect health. The organisation's focus on environmental

degradation and climate change is not its principal purpose, rather a means by which the

organisation seeks to promote and protect health. Please see attached further feedback on

the application enclosed

As a decision to enter entities onto the Register is at Ministerial level, you may provide more

information in response to the enclosed feedback and request reassessment. Alternatively

you may seek Ministerial consideration of the application in its current form. The organisation

has six (6) weeks to respond. lf a response is not made within the time frame, the

Department will consider the application to be withdrawn'



lf you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact Greg Saunders, Director,
Governance and Risk Management Section on telephone0262741467 or email
reo@environment.qov. au.

Yours sincerely \

N&
David Williams
Assistant Secretary
Govqrnance and Legal Branch
6 r 1r zots



FEEDBACK ON APPLICATION: CLIMATE AND HEALTH ALLIANCE

Objects (quoted in full)

(2) Aim: The Alliance's aim is the restoration of a healthy and ecologically sustainable natural

environment for all species, including humans.

(3) Purpose: The Alliance's purpose is to promote the protection of the natural environment to

enhance sustainability and health dnd wellbeing for all species, including humans.

(4) Objectives: In particular, the Alliance will.

o (4.1) Advocate for effective public policy and community responses to promote a healthy

ecology and society through the prevention of environmental degradation, including from

climate change and from threats to air and water and soil, in order to protect and promote

the health and wellbeing of the community and of biodiversity upon which humans depend.

. (4.2) Collaborate with others to identify and removal structural barriers to the protection of

a healthy environment, including effective responses to climate change and the

preservation of biodiversity; and to support the development of environmentally

responsible and sustainable practices in health care'

o (4.3) Engage and inform health professionals, policy makers, and the community through

the provision of information and education about the importance of environmental

protection for health and wellbeing, including with regard to the risks from climate change

and in relation to appropriate responses to protect and promote ecosystem and human

health.

. (4.4) Share information and resources about health and the natural environment and

climate issues through a network of individuals and organisations'

. (4.5) Establish and maintain a public fund to be called Healthy Futures Fund for the

specific purpose of supporting the environmental objects/purposes of the Climate and

Health Alliance.

Feedback on ApPlication

Climate and Health Alliance has been assessed as not meeting the principal purpose test, as

its focus is on promoting and protecting health. The organisation's focus on environmental

degradation and climate change is not its principal purpose, rather a means by which the

organisation seeks to promote and protect health.

The principal purpose of the organisation appears to be the protection of health and wellbeing.

The protection and enhancement of the natural environment is a means by which the

organisation seeks to achieve this purpose.

Of the five objects of the organisation, three do not meet the principal purpose test. Objects

4.j,4.3 and 4.4 appears primarily concerned with supporting human health through

advocating for protection of the environment. The environmental concerns are secondary to

human health; protection of the natural environment is a means by which the organisation

seeks to achieve its principal purpose of promoting and protecting health and wellbeing.

Object 4.2 aligns with the environmental requirements of the Register's Guidelines, however

there is not sufficient evidence that this is the principal purpose of the organisation'


