


GOD OR MONEY
“Show me the money!” – we hear that infamous line from Jerry Maguire every single day. We hear 
it from the public responding to a carbon tax proposal, from shareholders after the latest crash, from 
the government after a natural disaster; but most often we hear it from our hearts. We want more. 
We want more of it, more often. Money is everywhere and it’s incredibly attractive. It’s therefore 
hard to hear from Jesus that ‘you cannot serve God and money’ (Matt. 6:24).

On the other hand, it’s not money’s fault that we’re prone to love it, live for it, and even die for it. 
God’s provision is a gift (Deut. 8:18), the Lord grants wealth (Prov. 10:22), and “money answers 
everything” (Eccles. 10:19). If our hearts belong to Jesus and our lives are devoted to his mission, 
should we have to avoid, demonise, or fear money? Can’t we love God, love people, and use money 
to enjoy life and do ministry?

Welcome to ‘God or Money’ a series devoted to understanding God’s perspective on money. Craig 
Blomberg names materialism as “the single biggest competitor with authentic Christianity for the 
hearts and souls of millions in our world today.” This issue is important, so we’re taking a few weeks 
to nut it out. How do we live faithfully in a world so driven by money, and with hearts so drawn 
toward the lifestyle it promotes?

This series is going to give you both a broad sweep through the Bible’s teaching on money, and 
practical guidance for how to live faithfully with money and use it for your good and God’s glory. 
These next three weeks will be informative, challenging and real. We trust you’ll find it helpful.

Ultimately we hope that the challenge of Jesus might be the challenge of this series – who will you 
serve? God or Money?

For Jesus’ fame,

Nick Coombs
(Network Director – City on a Hill)
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TEACHING SCHEDULE
May 1 - God’s Riches (2 Peter 3:1-14) Simon Angus

May 8 -  God’s Generosity (2 Corinthians 8:1-15) Nik Mimilo

May 15 - God’s Kingdom (2 Corinthians 9) Luke Nelson

On the final weekend of the series (Sunday, May 15) we will at both services be hosting a special 
panel discussion about God and Money. The panel will be responding to questions posted by you 
throughout the series. You can post questions anytime via SMS (0407 752 195), or via The City.
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PLEDGe CARD and gift sunday
As part of the ‘God or Money’ series, we are inviting you to pledge money in support of our mission 
to know Jesus and make Jesus known. 

The purpose of these pledges is twofold. On a practical level, it enables our Pastors and Finance 
Team to plan our budget, giving them information that will help them to be both bold and prudent. 
On a personal level, we believe a commitment like this will help each of us to be faithful in our 
generosity.

During the series you will receive a ‘Pledge Card’, asking you to put down what you commit to give 
each month and over the full year. These cards will be received on Sunday May 15, as part of a 
special service of thanksgiving and praise as we commit our finances to God.

We have given space for you to fill in your name when you bring your pledge forward; this is purely 
optional, and is designed so we can provide extra support along the way - particularly if your 
financial situation changes. In addition to this, we have provided a duplicate of your pledge to tear 
off and take home, as a reminder and encouragement. 

On May 15 you will also get a chance to respond with a special Thanksgiving Gift. This series 
is a chance for us to reflect on God’s goodness and generosity to us, and in a spirit of thankful 
celebration we invite you to give a one-off gift as you feel led.

If you have any questions about the Pledge Cards, please feel free to speak to one of the Pastors or a 
member of the Finance Team. 

FURTHER READING

Books:
- Money, Possessions and Eternity by Randy Alcorn

- The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn

- Neither Poverty nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Possessions by Craig Blomberg

- Money: God or Gift? by Jamie Munson

- The Creation of Wealth: Recovering a Christian Understanding of Money, Work and Ethics by 

 Fred Catherwood

For Financial Advice and Resources:
- The Total Money Makeover by Dave Ramsey - www.daveramsey.com

- Your Money Counts: The Biblical Guide to Earning, Spending, Saving, Investing, Giving, and 

 Getting Out of Debt by Howard Dayton - www.crown.org



GOD1S riches
2 Peter 3:1-14 (ESV Bible) 
3:1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up 
your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first 
of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They 
will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, 
that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the 
word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed.

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace.
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GOD1S GENEROSITY
2 Corinthians 8:1-15 (ESV Bible) 
8:1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches 
of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, 
as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of 
taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first 
to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, 
so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of 
grace also.

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter I give 
my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire 
to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by 
your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to 
what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should 
be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time 
should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 
15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had 
no lack.”
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GOD1S kingdom
2 Corinthians 9:1-15 (ESV Bible) 
9:1 Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2 for I know your 
readiness, of which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been 
ready since last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3 But I am sending the brothers so 
that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said 
you would be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we 
would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to 
urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so 
that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  
9 As it is written,

 “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
  his righteousness endures forever.”

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this 
service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to 
God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing 
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for 
all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon 
you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
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EXTRA NOTES

010. 011.



ABOUT CITY ON A HILL
City on a Hill began at the end of 2007 with a small team and a big vision to see Melbourne 
renewed with the great news of Jesus. Since then, God has gathered men and women of all ages 
with a passion to know Jesus and make Him known.

As a community we meet every Sunday for our main services at 8.45am, 10.30am and 6pm where 
we hear relevant and practical messages from the Bible about God, life and the world we live in. We 
pray, we sing, we hang out, and then through the week we commit ourselves to being people of light 
and love in our city.

To find out more about what God is doing in and through this community and how you can partner 
with us visit www.cityonahill.com.au

Contact 
cityonahill.com.au
facebook.com/cityonahillmelb | twitter.com/cityonahillmelb
info@cityonahill.com.au
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