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We live in a unique time in history in which the topic of 
identity and gender is a lightning rod for fierce discussion 
and debate.

Never before have we carried such passionate thoughts and 
opinions about what it means to be a man or woman. Never 
before have those views been so diverse and our comments 
so divisive.  

In the midst of this climate it is hard to see what is right, 
know what is true and celebrate what is beautiful.

We feel the weight of this cultural moment and the 
complexity that is before us, and yet are committed to 
journeying together to explore God’s word and seek 
His vision.

Him and Her will perhaps be the most controversial and 
ambitious teaching series in the history of City on a Hill. 
Starting in the garden of Eden and ending in the new 
creation, we will explore what it means to be a man and 
a woman, whether gender is static or fluid, how we think 
about same-sex attraction as well as the biblical vision for 
dating, marriage, sex and singleness.  

We do this with a deep longing for truth and a firm 
conviction that God’s design for humanity is beautiful. And 
that knowing who we are before Him is not only good and 
right, but vital for the relationships we were made to know 
and enjoy. 

GUY MASON
Lead Pastor – City on a Hill
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“God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 
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This booklet is designed to be a useful, practical, movement-
wide resource for all the teachers, leaders, volunteers, and 
members of City on a Hill as we track through the 12 weeks of 
the ‘Him and Her’ series together.

The topics we will cover during this series are:

 • The Image of God 
 • Gender - Men 
 • Gender - Women 
 • Homosexuality & Same-sex attraction 
 • Gender – Fluidity 
 • Dating 
 • Singleness 
 • The Meaning and Purpose of Marriage 
 • Making Marriage Last 
 • Sons and Daughters 
 • Great Sexpectations 
 • Forever

As always, the primary teaching moment for each of these 
topics will be the preaching of God’s Word during the 
Sunday sermon. However, the teaching of this series will not 
consist of sermons alone. The sermons will be accompanied 
by a whole suite of teaching and training resources, 
including live, in-service Q&A, personal testimonies, vodcast 

interviews with experts from around the world, Gospel 
Community study guides, mid-week seminars, and  
this booklet.

This booklet consists of four main sections. The first section 
seeks to set the tone for this series by outlining some of the 
foundational principles for navigating these issues together, 
and by defining some of the key terms that we will be using 
regularly. The second section lays out some key theological 
foundations for this series by seeking to understand what 
the whole story of the Bible has to say on several different 
issues. The third section consists of a number of pastoral 
reflections, which do not try to outline all that the Bible 
teaches on a given topic, but rather aim to acknowledge 
and address some of the relevant pastoral issues that may 
arise during the course of the series. Finally, the fourth 
section outlines a number of resources which may be useful 
for those wanting to pursue further reading and research on 
any of the topics covered.

We pray this is a useful resource, as we engage with who 
God has called us to be, for our good and His glory. 
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The teaching and discussion that will constitute Him 
and Her will take place within a number of foundational 
principles. These foundational principles exist within three 
main categories: conviction, compassion, and Christ. 

CONVICTION 
We at City on a Hill are convinced that the Bible is the living, 
active Word of God. Timothy Ward sums this conviction up 
well when he says: ‘To say that the Bible is the Word of God 
is to say…. ‘what the Bible says, God says.’’1 Since God is the 
eternal God and Father, His words are timeless. They are 
true and relevant in all times and places. 

That the Word is living and active means that what God has 
said He is also saying now. The words of the Bible are not 
simply relevant for us now but spoken to us afresh by God 
every time we read and engage with them. They are living 
and active in that they do something to us when we read 
them. They not only teach us, but they transform us. This is 
because the Word of God comes to us not as dead words, 
not as ink on a page, but as words inspired by the Holy 
Spirit: as ‘God-breathed’ Words (cf. 2 Tim 3:16). The Holy 

Spirit was there in the beginning of time with the Father 
and the Son. It inspired the writing, editing, and compilation 
of the Scriptures, and it inspires our hearts and minds as we 
read them, receive it as truth, and live them out. 

What this means is that as we go about discerning God’s 
created good for man and woman in this series, we do so 
with the conviction that the truth is available to us. Not only 
so, but it is liveable, and it works. It works because God is 
the source of all that is good, and the source and essence 
of love itself (1 John 4:7–8). His creation, therefore, and the 
purposes He has for His created works, is an extension of 
His love. 

We, the church of City on a Hill, are therefore committed 
to leaning into the Word even when doing so is hard, or 
when that seems counter-cultural. We can do so trusting 
that even in times when God’s Word is not easy to hear or 
to live out, it is worth celebrating, worth trusting, and worth 
pursuing. It is good news for the world. It is good news for 
us in our pursuit of discovering God’s design and will for us 
as men and women.

1 Timothy Ward, Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of God (Nottingham, UK: Inter-Varsity Press, 2009), 9.
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COMPASSION
The governing ethic for all Christians is the ethic of love. In 1 
Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul unpacks the great diversity 
that exists within the body of Christ. In particular, the many 
different gifts that are to be exercised in the church. He 
lands this celebration of the church’s gifts with this: ‘If I 
speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal’ (1 
Cor 13:1). In other words, there is no point to you knowing 
anything, if you do not exercise what you know in love. If 
you don’t have love, it doesn’t matter what you say you are 
empty noise, according to Paul. Conversely, if you speak 
with love, you speak with the most excellent spiritual gift of 
all (cf. 1 Cor 12:32–13:13), powerful for the building up of the 
people of God. 

Our commitment to love does not mean that we are to shy 
away from what we believe to be the truth of God’s Word 
in our discussions with one another. God’s Word is not 
only true, but good. What this means is that it is the loving 
thing to do is to set out the truth. It does not mean that 
we get to be jerks as we set out the truth. No one gets to 
be a jerk. Jesus was not a jerk. His teachings were always 
driven by a deep compassion and love for the lost (cf. Mark 
6:34). He was always right, but people were most important 
to Him. So, if you want to be right, why not be right, but 
let your commitment to rightness and to the persuasive 

communication of rightness be driven by a higher 
commitment to people and their good? For as Paul tells us 
in 1 Cor 13, ‘love is patient and kind… it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing’. As those who have been loved, compassion, 
grace, mercy, gentleness, humility, kindness and love are to 
mark our interactions. If Jesus’ teachings were driven by 
compassion for He lost, then surely that is good enough for 
us also. 

This brings us to our third foundational principle…

CHRIST
Both of these foundational principles – conviction and 
compassion – find their home in Christ. More than anything 
in this series, it is Jesus whom we are pursuing. Jesus is 
the subject of the Bible, and the source of the Bible: the 
centrepiece of God’s love story and His love agent to the 
world.2 It is Jesus to whom every part of Scripture testifies, 
and it is Jesus from whom every part of Scripture came. As 
the Bible is God’s Words, so they are Christ’s. They are the 
means by which we, as Jesus’ disciples, remain in Jesus and, 
therefore, remain in love. 

Hear the way that Jesus’ binds his words to his very person 
and to love:

2 Ward, Words of Life, 70. 
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5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, 
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this 
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you.”  – John 15:5-12

It is an honoured call as Jesus’ followers to be people of the 
Word and, therefore, of love. It is the very means of union 
with Jesus, and with each other. Jesus’ goal for us in this: 
mutual joy with each other and Jesus (v. 11). May we, as the 
church of God, know this joy as we commit ourselves to 
discovering God’s good design and purposes for us as men 
and women together. 
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UNITED IN FLESH AND IN GOD’S MISSION
In the opening chapter of the Bible we find that women 
and men have together been made in God’s image (Gen 
1:26–27). Together they are partakers of the one flesh and 
make up God’s united humanity (Gen 2:20b–25). In this way, 
women and men are equal as co-image bearers of God, 
as united members of humanity, and as partners in God’s 
mission. Together women and men are to rule over God’s 
creation as His vice-regents (Gen 1:26), filling the earth 
and subduing it (Gen 1:28). Articulation of the appreciation 
of woman as man’s equal and fellow participant in God’s 
humanity is heard in Adam’s words in Genesis 2:23: ‘This is 
now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called “woman” for she was taken out of man.’ 

In addition to the equality of men and women, the Bible 
also acknowledges their respectively distinct nature. In fact, 
it is the distinctness each of man and woman which enables 
an effective, equal partnership in God’s mission and renders 
each gender essential to its fulfilment. Man and woman are 
physically distinct, and their physical distinctness enables 
them to ‘be fruitful and increase in number’, to ‘fill the earth 
and subdue it’ (Gen 1:28a). In addition, their distinctness is 
expressed within the relational roles as they enacting God’s 
mission together.  Each gender contributes something 
to this mission that the other does not and cannot. Man 
and woman, therefore, need one another. This principle of 

distinctness and unity that men and women embody within 
their shared humanity is found in God Himself, who being 
one God consists of three distinct persons. 

UNITED IN CHRIST AND HIS MISSION
Since the church of Christ is the new humanity, redeemed 
by the blood of Christ, the church is to be the most beautiful 
expression of both the equality and the distinctness of men 
and women in the world. The equality of men and women 
takes on a particular expression in the gospel of Christ as 
both female and male believers enter into mutual union with 
Him (Rom 8:14-17). 

Having been called into union with Christ, man and woman 
have also been called into God’s gospel mission to ‘make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’, and 
to teach these disciples to obey everything that Jesus 
has commanded (Matt 28:19-20). Men in the church are, 
therefore, to celebrate and deeply value women in the 
church as their co-image bearers & equal partners in this 
gospel mission. Likewise, women are to celebrate and 
deeply value men in the church as their co-image bearers 
and partners in God’s mission. In celebration of their 
distinctness, men and women are to draw on one another’s 
unique contribution to the disciple-making process.
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MAN AND WOMAN IN THE NEW CREATION
In the new creation, men and women will enjoy the perfect 
fulfilment of their shared creation mandate to rule over 
God’s creation, filling the earth and subduing it, as together 
in glory with Christ they ‘reign on the earth’ (Rev 5:10).

Whilst the future resurrected bodies of man and woman will 
in many ways be different to that of their earthly bodies (1 
Cor 15:42–44), the body which will be raised is raised from the 
seed of our earthly bodies (1 Cor 15:42). That Jesus in His new 
resurrected glory was recognised and spoken of as a male 
with use of a masculine pronoun (cf. Matt 28:5–20; Mark 16:6–
7; Luke 24:5–53; John 20:14–25), suggests, that one aspect 
of the ‘seed’ of our earthly bodies which is will be consistent 
with our heavenly bodies – and, therefore, our heavenly 
identity – is our distinct gender as either male and female.

Given that the new heavens and earth will see a perfect 
fulfilment of our creation (and gospel) mandate (cf. Gen 
1:26, 28; Matt 28:19-20) for which our gender is necessary, it 
seems right to conclude that the gender which our heavenly 
bodies continues to enjoy will similarly serve the perfect 
fulfilment of this mandate in the new creation.  
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Christians who have earnestly read the Scriptures will know 
well God’s command to ‘be fruitful and multiply’ in Genesis 
1. At the same time, they will know that Paul presents a 
spectacular affirmation of remaining single in 1 Corinthians 
7. The question that follows naturally is: how do we hold 
these things together in tension most helpfully? This is 
a puzzling task at times, and in our lesser moments, the 
complexity here can lead us to give up thinking biblically 
about singleness. 

It is important to note that the Old Testament was written 
for a specific people at a specific time, and yet reveals 
the unchanging nature of God to us. As Christians living 
in the time after Jesus’ resurrection, my hope is that all of 
Scripture may affirm biblical singleness when read in light of 
the whole story.1

CREATION
God creates humankind, male and female He creates them 
(Gen 1:27). He commands them to ‘be fruitful and multiply’ 
(Gen 1:28). We are given an extended dialogue whereby 

God creates woman as it is not good for man to be alone 
(Gen 2:18).  God sets the paradigm/pattern for how His 
creation will enjoy His ongoing blessing. Marriage is created 
as a means for offspring and blessing. 

FALL
Man and woman are deceived by the serpent and disobey 
God’s command. The entry of sin into God’s creation has 
devastating effects. There will be enmity in the man and 
woman’s marriage (Gen 3:15). Bearing offspring will become 
full of pain (Gen 3:16). Both the relationship between 
humankind and God, and the relationships humankind will 
form with one another will henceforth be imperfect. And yet 
God’s mercy is shown throughout the rest of Old Testament. 
The paradigm of marriage expands.

The clearest example of this is in God’s promise to Abraham 
in Genesis 12. Through his marriage/family will come a 
nation that will be blessed by God and be a blessing to all 
other nations. What is this blessing? It is to belong to God’s 
people, God’s nation. 

1 In his book, Redeeming Singleness: How the Storyline of Scripture Affirms the Single Life, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Publishing, A2010), Barry Danylak 

guides the reader through a journey through scripture that affirms biblical singleness. Here, I have summarised many of his key points under the headings 

of Creation, Fall, Redemption and New Creation.
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With this lens, we can better understand why family is a 
sign of God’s blessing (Abraham, Jacob) and barrenness is 
such a heavy burden for women (Sarah, Rachel, Hannah). 
Even so, offspring is not presented as human work but the 
work of God himself. (ie, Abraham). 

REDEMPTION
Jesus enters our world and declares those who want to 
belong to the Father must be reborn (cf. Nicodemus in 
John 3). This is a spiritual rebirth. The paradigm of marriage 
has shifted from physical marriage/offspring to spiritual 
blessing. The recipients of God’s blessing are those who 
have been brought into His people by spiritual means, not 
physical. Marriage/family and offspring/people/nation are 
hence reframed as the “church”. Furthermore, the paradigm 
of marriage is now ultimately complete in Christ and His 
church, the bride. 

Perhaps then, it is not at all surprising that Paul goes on 
to reframe assumptions about marriage and singleness. 
Whether married or single, all Christians are sufficiently 
blessed through Jesus. Furthermore, Paul observes that 
those who remain single may find themselves better 
positioned to devote their all to God. He calls this a gift.

GLORIFICATION
In heaven/New Jerusalem, Christians will receive their 
promised inheritance and God’s full blessing will be fully 
realised. Jesus confirms that there will be no marriage in 
heaven (Matt 22:30) – perhaps this is because there is no 
need for it anymore. Existing relationships and community 
will be superseded by true spiritual community. Finally, we 
are left with a glorious glimpse of what this might look like 
in Revelation. 

PASTORAL REFLECTION
At different points in life, being single can profoundly 
shape how we see ourselves, how others see us and how 
we think God sees us. These assumptions can affect our 
self-worth and may even hinder our worship to God if we 
build our understanding of singleness based on our lived 
experience alone. When we are confused, frustrated or in 
doubt of how to move forward when singleness (either our 
own or others’) becomes a hindrance to our devotion to 
Him, how assuring it is to know that God is not silent on 
the matter. Marriage remains a good gift from God – same 
with singleness. In Jesus, every person is a whole being who 
has been called into spiritual community which will be fully 
realised, sinless and satisfying in the new creation. What a 
hope we have in Jesus! 
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CREATION
The creation account describes God taking great pleasure 
in what He creates. Like an artist who paints a beautiful 
picture and steps back to marvel at His work, so too is God. 
At the very pinnacle of God’s creation is humanity. God 
created both male and female as equal image bearers of 
Himself (Gen 1:27). A beautiful design that reflects His glory. 
He created a unique and intimate relationship for them to 
share called marriage. This profound union between a man 
and woman was built on a covenant, a lifelong promise to 
love and remain faithful towards one another. As husband 
and wife, they were to be one flesh, joined together 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually (Gen 2:24).

FALL
Tragically, sin entered and distorted the marriage 
relationship. Tempted by the crafty serpent, Adam and Eve 
ate the fruit of the tree which God had told them not to eat 
from (Gen 3:3). When they were confronted by God, they 
lied. So, He banished them from the garden. Their desire 
was no longer to be one flesh or to reflect God’s glory. 
Instead Adam and Eve were unfaithful to God and their sin 
would forever taint the marriage relationship.

This trajectory continued throughout the Old Testament. 
God’s people remained unfaithful in their relationships with 
one another and also with God. They turned to worthless 
idols and provoked God’s anger. At one point, they are even 
likened to a whore committing adultery by worshipping 
foreign gods (Isa 1:21). Yet, the Lord remained faithful. He 
remained jealous for His people and promised that one day 
He would restore their union with each other and with Him. 
He is described as the faithful husband who promises to 
pursue His bride, to rejoice over her (Isa 62:5), and betroth 
her to himself (Hos 2:19-20).

REDEMPTION
This relationship could only be restored by God making 
the first move, coming to earth to redeem His unfaithful 
bride. In the Gospels, we discover that Jesus himself is the 
faithful bridegroom (Mark 2:20). He is the promised one, the 
Messiah. The one who would sacrifice Himself for the sake 
of His bride. The one who would pay the price to redeem 
her. The one who would restore this perfect union with God. 
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GLORIFICATION
This great promise not only brings hope for marriage 
relationships now, but gives us an even greater hope that 
Jesus will return for His bride. He promises to come again 
gloriously as the bridegroom to take His bride home (Rev 
19:7-8). This day will be a day of great rejoicing as we 
celebrate the eternal marriage of Christ and His spotless 
bride - the church.

PASTORAL REFLECTION
Until that day, marriage is to be seen as a profound 
gift, for it reminds us of the Gospel (Eph 5:25-32). The 
Gospel compels us to imitate a Christ-like love in all our 
relationships, especially marriage. In particular, it calls 
husbands and wives to love one another selflessly and 
sacrificially, and to remain faithful to each other. In doing so, 
they retell the story of Christ and His church, and reflect the 
glorious, faithful, selfless love of Jesus.
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Families are central to the flow of Scripture; they are, often, 
the key ‘characters’ in the narrative, and God’s word is replete 
with familial symbolism and metaphor. By tracking the family, 
we track God’s purposes through and beyond time.

CREATION
Humans were created to be in families. The first man and 
woman, Adam and Eve, were created as distinct yet united, 
and commissioned to ‘be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth’ (Gen 1:28); to have children, and build a family. These 
families are given a structure; a father and a mother, held 
together in loving, committed marriage (Ex 20:14; Eph 
5:22-33), devoting themselves to the care and training of 
their children (Deut 6:1-9; Eph 6:4), who are in turn called to 
honour those God has placed over them (Ex 20:14; Col 3:20-
21). Where this model is followed, God promises His blessing. 

FALL
Humanity’s fall into sin savages all creation, and this is seen 
with particular poignancy in the family. As soon as they 
sin, Adam and Eve’s relationship is fractured by shame, 
distrust and selfishness (Gen 3:7, 12, 16). Worse follows in the 
next generation as one of their sons, Cain, kills his brother, 
Abel (Gen 4:8-10). The whole book of Genesis could, in 
fact, be read as a family tragedy, with sin corrupting each 
generation; Lot’s daughters commit incest; Isaac’s family is 

riven by enmity; Jacob favours his son Joseph, so Joseph’s 
brothers try to kill him. These lurid stories point to the 
destructive influence of sin, that is ever-working to subvert, 
undermine, and attack God’s vision for the family. Today we 
see that many families are ‘broken’ – by the heartbreak of 
divorce, by the defiance of children, by the rivalry of siblings. 

REDEMPTION
God saves through a family. Within the familial chaos of 
Genesis, we meet Abraham. Though childless at the time, 
Abraham is told he will become a great family, and that in 
him ‘all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ (Gen 12:1-
2) From Abraham comes Jacob, and from Jacob springs 
the 12 tribes of Israel, and from the tribe of Judah comes 
the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Jesus is born into a human family 
and submits Himself to His parents (Luke 2:51), because He 
is submitting to His Heavenly Father (Luke 2:42), doing all 
that is necessary to save us and bring us into the family of 
God for this is God’s glorious vision! All those who believe in 
Christ are given ‘the right to become children of God’ (John 
1:12), and are given ‘the Spirit of adoption’, emboldening us 
to approach God as Father, and receive the inheritance of 
grace that Christ has secured! (Rom 8:14-17)
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GLORIFICATION
God’s promise to Abraham will be fulfilled in the new 
heavens and the new earth, when ‘a great multitude’ that 
cannot be numbered, ‘from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages’ will come and stand before the 
throne of God as the family of God (Rev 7:9). We are invited 
to give witness to this future reality now, in the life of the 
church; in Christ Jesus we ‘are all sons of God’ (Gal 3:26), 
called to love each other from now into eternity, secure in 
the knowledge that we are family … forever. 

PASTORAL REFLECTION
Family is central to God’s plans, but its glorious purpose is 
marred by sin. Hence, each one of us will have had a deep, 
visceral experience of family, though it will be obscured 
by hurt, disappointment, or apathy. We must, then, show 
the beauty of God’s redemptive narrative, offering hope 
and inspiration for every person. Be gentle, but bold, and 
celebrate our Heavenly Father’s embracing vision. 
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CREATION
The first thing to say about sex is that it is God’s idea. He 
created sex for our good and His glory. In the opening 
chapters of Genesis, we read of God’s creation of the world, 
of humans and of sex. Further, we find that God creates sex 
with two clear purposes in mind. 

Firstly, it is for producing children. One of the first 
commands to the man and the woman was to be “fruitful 
and multiply” (Gen 1:26-28). This first purpose goes hand 
in hand with the second purpose God reveals for creating 
sex, namely to build a deep personal union between a man 
and a woman. In Genesis 2, God declares that it is ‘not good’ 
for the man to be alone. He therefore makes a suitable 
companion, the woman, who is from the man and unlike 
anything else in creation. The man and the woman were 
made to enjoy unity and companionship (Gen 1:26-28). The 
ensuing relationship is one of deep unity and intimacy, in 
which sex is to be enjoyed without fear or shame.

These two purposes establish the proper context for sex: 
marriage. Sex was created for a permanent, committed, 
exclusive relationship between a male and a female in 
marriage. This is the context in which children can be 
produced and nurtured and in which sex can achieve 
its wonderful unifying purpose. In marriage, sex is to be 
joyfully celebrated and practiced often.1 As its creator, God 
understands the nature and power of sex, and therefore 
designates the appropriate context for its expression.

FALL
Everything becomes disordered when humans rebel against 
God and seek independence from him.2 Sin messes up all 
the good relationships which humans were made for—with 
God, each other and the creation. No longer are the man 
and woman able to be naked and unashamed, instead they 
hide from God and each other (Gen 3:7-8). The ongoing 
misuse of sex is also part of God’s judgement on human 
rebellion.3 Instead of sex being a way for married partners 

1 This very positive view of sex is sustained throughout the Bible. For example, Song of Solomon, reflects this with its beautiful, and erotic, language used 

to describe sexual love. In the book of Proverbs, Solomon urges his son to delight in his sexual relationship with his wife (5:15-20). In 1 Corinthians 7:2-5, 

Paul strongly encourages husbands and wives to have sex regularly. He also frames sex as a mutual, voluntary, giving of each to the other.
2 See the consequences and the curses arising from the disobedience in the garden in Genesis 3.8-19.
3 See the language of being “given over (or up)” in Romans 1:24, 26, 28
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to give themselves to each other for good, it gets used for 
self-gratification. Sex is practiced outside of its intended 
context and used in ways contrary to its original purpose 
(Rom 1:22-27). Not only does this misuse of sex devalue a 
good gift of God and harm us, it renders us subject to God’s 
wrath.4 Throughout the bible, sex with someone you are 
not married to is denounced, not because of some arbitrary 
rule, but because sex is a precious and powerful gift, 
intended for our flourishing and God’s glory. The misuse of 
sex is an expression of our deeper rejection of God. And, it’s 
bad for us.

REDEMPTION
The coming of Jesus the perfect man who fulfils the image 
of God shows us that our sexuality, powerful and deep 
though it may be, is not the core aspect of our identity as 
humans. Our fulfilled identity is found in being united to 
Christ instead. Even marriage is revealed to be a pointer 
to the union between Christ and His Church.5 This has 
implications for marriage itself, as Christ’s relationship with 
His church ought to shape how those who are married treat 
each other (Eph 5:22-33). While sex in marriage continues 

to be a good gift of God for the flourishing of humans, now 
we see that a key part of the purpose Christian marriage is 
to grow us to be more like Christ. 

If being in Christ and becoming like Him are defining 
aspects of our humanity, then there are two God-pleasing 
states when it comes to sexual practice: sexual marriage 
and celibate singleness.6 One is not better or more godly 
than the other (although it may be that one is easier to 
maintain or more common than the other.)7 Both sex in 
marriage and sexual abstinence outside of marriage are 
ways of living out our identity in Christ.

For sex, another important implication of redemption in 
Christ is that, in His death and resurrection, Christ provides 
the way for all the guilt and shame caused by sexual activity 
outside of marriage to be dealt with. Sex outside of marriage 
always leaves a deep mark. God’s grace in Christ is therefore 
particularly important in dealing with the shame involved in 
sexual sin. Jesus’ death deals with the guilt, the penalty and 
the power of sin, and now no sexual sin is unforgiveable. By 
faith in Christ, God’s wrath is turned aside, our sin is already 

4 Romans 1:28-32, 13:3, 1 Corinthians 5:1-11, 6:18, Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 5:3-6, Colossians 3:5-6, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7.
5 While writing on marriage in Ephesians 5:32, Paul makes this point. This may also explain Jesus’ enigmatic statement about people neither marrying or 

being given in marriage in heaven in Mark 12:25!
6 In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul expounds the advantages of not marrying and remaining celibate, as well as commending marriage as the appropriate 

context for sex.
7 This seems to be conceded by Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:8-9 and Jesus in Matthew 19:10-12.
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punished in Christ, and our dirt is washed clean. When we 
turn to Christ, we find our identity in being united with Him, 
rather than our singleness or marriage. We are given a fresh 
start and the gift of the Holy Spirit to testify to our new 
identity, and God’s help to put sin to death. 

NEW CREATION
When Jesus returns, He will judge and banish all that is 
evil and establish a transformed creation. This is described 
as a great wedding feast, where Jesus is united with His 
resurrected people forever (Rev 19:6-8). This vision of the 
future speaks great hope to us, as we await a time when 
all the tears caused by disordered sexuality will be wiped 
away, and the scars left by misused sex will be healed once 
and for all. As for the question of whether there will be sex 
in heaven, there is nothing in its nature that would exclude 
it. However, because the bigger picture of humanity finds 
its fulfilment in Christ, rather than sex, it seems that sex is a 
wonderful, but temporary, gift of God for this age.

PASTORAL REFLECTION
Sex is an incredibly powerful and deep part of people’s 
experience. Therefore, we need to be compassionate and 
gentle when helping people live out the gospel in this 
area of life. We should be aware that the Christian view of 

sex is profoundly counter-cultural in our society. We may 
particularly need to remember this as we seek to nurture 
new believers who, by the Spirit, are still getting their heads 
around their new life in Christ. 

When we’re caring for people, we need to hold three main 
concepts together. Firstly, sex is a wonderful gift of God to 
be fully enjoyed for the right purpose in the right context—
marriage. This is where it is best experienced. Secondly, 
our sexuality is not the defining aspect of our human 
identity. We do not become less human if we abstain from 
sex outside of marriage or more human if we express our 
sexuality however we desire. We find our truest identity in 
being united to Christ. Finally, sexual sin is not worse than 
other sins (although its effect on us may be deeper than 
others).8 Like any sin, it is a symptom of our rejection of God 
and is forgiven through the atoning work of Jesus. Like any 
sin, the appropriate Christian response to it is repentance 
and faith. 

As a result of holding these three things together, the 
Christian community ought to be a place where grace 
abounds, and where new, Christ-shaped patterns of relating 
are enabled, modelled and encouraged.

8 In 1 Corinthians 6:13-20 Paul suggests that for people united to Christ, sexual immorality is a sin against their own bodies, which were bought with a 

price by Christ.
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A Christian is simply someone who has been forgiven 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus, who now has 
a relationship with God as their heavenly Father and who is 
being progressively made more like Jesus. It’s a relationship 
that is only possible because of God’s great mercy (Rom 
5:8), it is a gift of God’s grace and it can’t be earned or 
deserved (Eph 2:8-10). Christians are Christians not because 
of who they are or what they’ve done but because of who 
God is and what He has done in Jesus.

As Christians, our identity is in Christ, but it is helpful to 
recognise that our sexuality is a significant and influential 
part of who we are and how we live. Additionally, all 
Christians need to anticipate that following Jesus will 
involve an ongoing struggle against sin until Jesus returns, 
and that resisting temptation will almost always come at 
a cost. If you are same-sex attracted, it could be that God 
changes your sexual desires (He can and does do miracles!), 
but it also could be that he calls you to live within that 
tension, to resist temptation, and to refrain from acting on 
those desires. 

The Bible is clear when it talks about homosexual practise 
being contrary to God’s design for human sexuality and 
flourishing, along with any other wilful rejection or rebellion 
against that design (Rom 1:24-29).

So, if you are same-sex attracted, and you are someone 
forgiven by Jesus’ death in your place, then the sexual 
desires you have are something which God calls you 
to resist. But this is not an exclusive call to those who 
are same-sex attracted. All Christians are called resist 
temptation and to flee from sexual immorality of all kinds (1 
Cor 6:18, Eph 5:3). 

Being a Christian also means being a work in progress. God, 
by his Holy Spirit, is doing the work of transforming us to be 
more like Jesus (Phil 3:12-21). Which means being a Christian 
involves living in the tension of being loved and accepted, 
while at the same time undergoing a process of becoming 
more like Christ. As Christians, we will experience this tension 
externally, as our world view and values clash with the world 
around us. But we will also experience it internally. In Romans 
7, the apostle Paul describes this tension as a wrestle he 
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experiences within himself as a Christian. He writes, ‘…I have 
the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it 
out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I keep on doing.’ (Rom 7). Paul is articulating 
what all Christians know to be true in their lives, namely that 
at our core we desire to live lives that are obedient to God, 
yet we find ourselves continuing to do what we know is 
wrong and failing to do what we know is right. 

Paul, exasperated by his own temptation, sin and failure 
concludes Romans 7 with this, ‘Wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be 
to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!’ Can I be same-sex 
attracted and a Christian? Yes, because of Jesus! 

There will come a point when the desires that tempt us all 
to disobey our Heavenly Father will be removed completely 
and forever. But until then, being a Christian means 
struggling with sin secure in the fact that God loves us in and 
through Jesus, because of who He is and not who we are.

If you are same-sex attracted and you love Jesus (and 
clearly they are not mutually exclusive!), then Jesus’ call is 
the same for you as for all who would follow Him; ‘If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me.’ (Luke 9:23) He is calling you to 
count the cost, resist temptation and to pursue obedience 
to the one who has called you. 

The cost of following Jesus is one that God’s people are 
called to carry together. For a Christian who is same-sex 
attracted, that cost will be substantial, and could involve 
unique and painful sacrifices.

But God’s grace in Jesus is sufficient, even on the days 
when it might not feel like it. Sufficient to strengthen you 
when you are tempted. To forgive you when you fail. To 
progressively transform you into the likeness of your perfect 
saviour (Phil 3:20-21). And sufficient to see you finish the 
journey. ‘There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus’ (Rom 8:1). 



23

‘Will there be homosexuals in heaven? No. Nor will there 
be heterosexuals in heaven. There will just be people. 
None of whom are worthy to be there. All of which said 
yes to the grace of God’. 
- Mike Erre

When I was at the grade seven high school dance, I was 
terrified to ask Julie to dance with me, for fear of rejection. I 
had such a crush on her!

When he was at the grade seven dance, my buddy ‘Ben’* was 
terrified of asking Trev to dance with him, for fear of rejection. 
But the type of rejection that was on the line in his case was 
much worse. Had he misread Trev’s behaviour towards him … 
the consequences could have been catastrophic, leading to 
mockery, alienation, bullying, and more.

I’m not sure that someone who is same-sex attracted just 
wakes up one day and realises, ‘Colour me pink… I think I’m 
gay!’ It was years later, when we were out for a run, that Ben 
described it to me like this, ‘It started around then, when I 
was a teenager. Trev was my first real life crush. My brother 
was the one who first introduced me to porn, but for some 
reason I was more into the dudes in the photos than the 
women. I don’t know why.’ 

It was clear as I listened to Ben that he was describing 
something he had wrestled with for years, and he had given 
it much more thought than I ever had. In this instance, it 
wasn’t my job as Ben’s only Christian friend to pry and 
undermine the way he sees himself by trying to get to the 
root of his sexual ‘identity’. Was it genetic? Was it the result 
of an absent father figure? Was it judgment for his past 
sins? I don’t know. But he’s a sinner. Not because he’s gay, 
but because he’s human. The Bible tells us it’s in our nature. 
And that puts us both on the same page. 

On that run when Ben first told me his news, I think I got 
one part right… but I got another part wrong.

I think it was right that I didn’t overreact in that moment. 
I didn’t get overly emotional, or change my demeanour 
towards him, nor my body language. That wouldn’t have 
been loving. There was no sense that all of a sudden there 
was a wall between us, and I think that was helpful for him. 
It was crucial that he knew he was safe in my company. This 
was an important moment in our friendship, not a time for 
me to pull away. 
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Wes Hill writes in his book, Spiritual Friendship, ‘Without 
people to love and be loved by, I don’t imagine faith is very 
sustainable’.1 That’s so important. Hill’s reflections offer 
great wisdom about how Christians have an opportunity to 
show Christ’s love through intimate and devoted friendship 
amongst each other. The church is to be a place where 
those who don’t want to give in to their same-sex desires 
can still find love, intimacy, and a healthy balanced life. 
Christian community makes the Christian call to sacrifice all 
the more liveable. 

But Ben’s not a Christian. He doesn’t claim to be one, and 
never has. He has no faith in God to sustain. The part I got 
wrong then, is that while I supported him, I didn’t tell him 
the good news of Jesus, and his need to live for Him. I 
wanted to step up and be a better friend to him, but I didn’t 
have the guts to share what I believe God wants for him. 
Sam Allberry writes, ‘When you step into a conversation 
like this, you’re stepping into a conversation with eternal 
consequences.’ I forgot that the gospel is good news for 
him too.  

Ben is my friend. I love him. Yet, he still needs to repent of 
his sins and put his trust in Jesus, just like I did when I first 
came to Christ (and still do, regularly). 

From this story, I am trying to grasp that to love Ben is not 
to celebrate behaviour that the Bible calls sinful. To love 
him is to tell him the truth that the gospel is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes (Rom 
1:16). To love him is to show him Jesus’ love, in my words 
and actions. No theological debate or rebuke will take effect 
before he knows that Jesus is actually alive, and He loves 
Ben, and He wants to offer him a better life.

*Note: The conversations, encounters and concerns of this 
reflection are all real, and I have been involved in all of 
them. However – they weren’t all with the same person.  
‘Ben’ is a hypothetical character who combines a number 
of different experiences I’ve had in caring for same-sex 
attracted friends. This has been done in order to protect the 
anonymity of these people, and maximise the scope and 
clarity of this reflection. 

1 Wesley Hill, Spiritual Friendship: Finding Love in the Church as a Celibate Gay Christian (Ada, MI: Brazos Press, 2015)
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One doesn’t need to step outside into our cultural milieu for 
long to realise that the concepts of gender and identity are 
both universally considered and incredibly complex. ‘Who 
am I?’ and ‘What role does my gender play in who I am?’ 
are questions all of us ask ourselves, whether publicly or 
privately, socially or silently. 

It’s no surprise then, that our creator, God himself, speaks 
to matters of both gender and identity across the pages 
of Scripture. We see in the Bible that gender is a formative 
part of our individual and corporate identity. We are 
not mere spirits wrapped in a body. Nor are our bodies 
detached from our mind and inner self-identity. Our gender 
contributes something significant to who we are.

GENDER: MADE BY GOD
The very first chapter of the Bible lays out for us a mind-
blowing reality that has intrinsically shaped all Judeo-
Christian self-perception ever since:

“So, God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.” 
– Genesis 1:27

Note three things:

1. Humanity is made in God’s image! We are valuable, 
dignified, bursting with meaning, purpose and glory. 

2. God’s image couldn’t be expressed or exhibited by just one 
gender. He is so glorious He needed His image to be displayed 
across two genders—male and female—complementary 
congregants in the sanctuary of God’s creation.

3. Finally, notice the ‘so’ that begins the formulation. The 
creation of both male and female comes about because 
God has an end in mind. He has a purpose for humanity, to 
have dominion over creation (Gen 1:26). The creation of two 
genders helps this end and is essential for our being fruitful 
and multiplying (Gen 1:28). This mandate would be defined 
further as the history of redemption would unroll, yet the 
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reality of male-ness and female-ness remains. Evidently, 
therefore, our gender is wrapped up in our ability to glorify 
God by bringing about His goal in creation — glory to himself 
through a redeemed humanity and a renewed creation.

GENDER: A MESSAGE FOR CULTURE
This purpose comes through the pages of Scripture as 
God’s goal in redemption and renewal is outworked. We 
see in the New Testament that our gender plays a role how 
we live as disciples of Christ and the message it sends to 
our watching world. For example, the gender of each party 
in a marriage speaks a message to the world of Christ’s 
own relationship with His church (Eph 5:22-33). For both 
the married and unmarried, one’s gender impacts their 
expression of godliness and role in the discipleship of the 
world within the home and the church (1 Cor 11:3-10; 1 Tim 
2:8-15; Titus 2:2-8).

Essentially, one’s gender says something to the world. It 
speaks a message packed with meaning about the God 
who designed you, but also, through the relationships we 
share with one another, it speaks to the beauty, mystery and 
meaning of the gospel. 

A BIGGER AGENDA
While our gender is incredibly significant in framing our 
identity as commissioned and created image-bearers, and 
is just as crucial for our role in displaying the gospel to a 
watching world, it is not the most important reality in the 
universe. Creation exists, not for us to display manhood or 
womanhood, but to display Jesus. The world, and everything 
in it—XX chromosomes and XY chromosomes, inner feelings 
and social expectations—exist for the sake of Jesus. 

So how important is gender to my identity? Very. Your 
gender plays a significant and inseparable role in who God 
made and is making you to be. But God has made us men 
and women not for gender itself, but for Jesus. The good 
news of who Jesus is and what Jesus has done is God’s 
agenda. Displaying the beauty of Christ, expressed clearly 
and savingly in His perfect life, substitutionary death and 
victorious resurrection is the most important reality in the 
world, and the most essential calling of your identity.
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“It’s not like I’m hurting anyone… This is the last time… 
At least I’m not having an affair… I’ve got this under 
control… Everyone does it… God can’t expect me just 
ignore my urges…”

These are some of the things Christians addicted to 
pornography tell themselves. The reality is pornography 
is destroying us, our relationships with others and our 
relationship with God. The increasing sexualisation of our 
world, the prevalence of internet-enabled devices and 
technology’s ability to make us anonymous have made 
pornography more available and more popular than ever 
before.  Described as the ‘drug of the new millennium’1, 
pornography accounts for 37% of internet traffic. As it 
stands the pornography industry’s net worth is estimated 
at $97 billion; laying the groundwork for financing sex 
trafficking, prostitution and child abuse.2

Churches are not immune. A study cited in Tim Chester’s 
book Captured by a Better Vision claims that as many as 1 in 
5 Christian men, and 1 in 20 Christian women are addicted 
to pornography.3 That’s alarming! Church culture often 
exacerbates the destructiveness of pornography, as it can 
incubate behind a mask of Sunday morality and religious 
performance which delays people getting help. 

Like any addiction, pornography addiction ‘effectively 
rewires the brain circuits’ to crave a surge of reward 
chemicals (and in the case of pornography, the chemicals 
that prompt sexual climax).4 Pornography use often 
accompanies depression and other mental health 
issues, as a so-called ‘porn high’ provides short-term 
escape from such conditions. Significantly, oxytocin and 
vasopressin are two bonding chemicals released during 
orgasm – designed by God to emotionally bind spouses 

1 Mark B Kastleman, The Drug of the New Millennium: The Science of How Internet Pornography Radically Alters the Human Brain and Body (2nd ed.; 

Orem, Utah: Granite Pub, 2001).
2 ‘Pornography Statistics’, (online: http://enough.org/statistics).
3 Tim Chester, Captured by a Better Vision: Living Porn-Free (Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2010).
4 Kastleman, The Drug of the New Millennium.

http://enough.org/statistics
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as one.5 Therefore, pornography causes all manner of 
relationship problems with current or future spouses, as 
the associated shame creates emotional distance, men and 
women begin to find sexual satisfaction in their computer 
instead of pursuing their partner, the opposite sex is 
dehumanized and objectified, and sex becomes a one-
sided consumer production instead of two people seeking 
to serve and satisfy the other. Furthermore, tolerance to 
the ‘porn high’ quickly increases and so addicts begin to 
crave greater stimulus from more intense, graphic and 
depraved pornography with all the legal, moral and social 
ramifications.6

Symptoms of pornography addiction include:

Excessive use - Losing track of time, neglect of 
responsibilities, increased money spent on pornography, 
continual use of pornography despite guilt.

Withdrawal - Anger, hostility, depression and irritability 
when not looking at pornography.

Tolerance – Increasing usage and explicit nature of material.

Negative ramifications - Deception and secrecy, guilt, 
relationship breakdowns, arousal issues with spouse, 
powerlessness against the desire to view pornography.

So what do we do? What can you do with your 
pornography addiction? What should we do as people 
with porn-addicted Christian friends? Here’s some practical 
pastor’s tips: 

Recognise the problem. Admitting the seriousness of the 
problem to yourself and to God is key. Willpower and alone 
will not do the job, and you need to get help. 1 Thes 4:3-4, 
1 Cor 6:18, 1 Cor 6:16, James 4:4, Gen 2:17, Prov 6:32, 1 Cor 
6:9-10

Devote yourself to God’s word. For pornography to lose 
its grip on your heart, you will need to be gripped by a 
stronger love for Jesus as Lord and saviour. Psalm 1 says the 
way to do is by meditating on God’s Word day and night 
(Psalm 1:1-3, 1 Tim 4:16, Psalm 119:9-16, 1 Peter 2:2).

Pray. You do not fight this on your own. Fight it with the 
prayers of God’s people and with the help of your Father in 
heaven who lives and works in you by His Spirit! (Eph 6:18, 
Eph 3:14-21, 1 Thes 5:16-18, 2 Chron 20:4, Neh 1:4, Mat 6:6).

5 William M Struthers, Wired for Intimacy: How Pornography Hijacks the Male Brain (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, US, 2009).
6 Derek Higgo, “Understanding Sexual Addiction: The Role of Pornography and Neuro-Chemical Pathways in the Cycle of Addiction” (Masters diss., Moore 

College, 2015).
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Tell a Christian friend. Expose the sin to the light by telling 
a trusted Christian friend to pray for you and walk with you 
(Eph 5:13, 1 John 1:6-9, Prov 28:13, Ps 69:5, Jam 5:16 ).

Get some professional help. It’s important to address 
the addiction itself, but also the underlying issues that 
cultivated the addiction. A good Christian psychologist, or 
trained gospel pastor will help you do this (1 Cor 6:20, Prov 
12:15, Prov 19:20, Prov 24:6).

Take drastic action. The Bible tells us to take sin seriously. 
Work out what action you need to take to help you in your 
weakest moments. Ditching your smart phone, installing 
filtering / accountability software and leaving the laptop at 
the office are some helpful measures (1 Cor 6:18, 2 Tim 2:22, 
Mark 9:43-47, Luke 17:1-4, James 4:7-10).

Don’t give-up. When trying to kick the habit, many give-up 
after the failing the first or second time. Keep going… don’t 
give-up… persist and pursue godliness (2 Pet 1:5-7).

Get informed. Read a Christian book to get informed and 
help point you to Jesus. Captured by a Better Vision by Tim 
Chester is a good place to start (Heb 12:2, Heb 13:8, Phil 4:13, 
1 Tim 4:7b-8).

Stay-off ‘the roof’. King David’s adultery with Bathsheba 
started before the bedroom. It began when he walked onto 
the roof and saw her bathing. Focus on staying away from 
the situations that lead to sin, like devices in your bedroom, 
going online late at night, drinking alcohol, etc. (2 Sam 11:2-5)

Redirect your energy. Replace the habit with other habits 
and hobbies, and aim to fill your time with fruitful pursuits – 
try running, golf or baking cakes (1 Cor 7:16).
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I know what it feels like to have everyone talking about the 
very issue that – wherever you end up landing on it – will 
significantly affect your future ministry and relations in 
the church. 

I know what if feels like to genuinely desire to understand 
what God’s Word has to say, and to live in light of it, and 
feel the great frustration of not having all the clarity or 
understanding you would like.

I know what it feels like to fear the judgment of others – to 
fear that whatever you decide about who you are, and how 
your relations and conduct in the church is supposed to go, 
someone will put you in a box.

The good news is, whilst issues surrounding gender and church 
conduct, leadership, and teaching are at times quite complex, 
there are things that we can know from the Word about the place 
of women in the church – and they are things worth celebrating! 
My hope is that together we can celebrate the good news of 
womanhood for the church as we continue conversing in love with 
those things that we do not yet understand. To this end, I’d love to 
share some of this good news with you. 

Having been called into union with Christ, both man and 
woman are together made in the image of God and make 
up God’s united humanity (Gen 1:26-27, 20b-25). They have 
been called together into God’s gospel mission to ‘go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’, and to 
teach these disciples to go obey everything that Jesus has 
commanded (Matt 28:19-20). Men and women in the church 
are, therefore, to celebrate and deeply value one another as 
co-image bearers and equal partners in this gospel mission.

Within the context of this equality, the Bible also 
acknowledges man and woman’s respectively distinct 
nature. In fact, it is the distinctness each of man and woman 
which enables an effective, equal partnership in God’s 
gospel mission and renders each gender essential to its 
fulfilment. Women complement men in the work of making 
disciples of all nations. Each gender contributes something 
to the enactment of this mission that the other does not 
and cannot.

When it comes to the New Testament man and woman’s 
complementary role in God’s mission finds a particular 
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expression. This is so, particularly in regards to the order of 
relationships within the gathering of Christ’s church and in 
the home. In regards to the church, we find that there is a 
role of overseer reserved for certain men in the church, tied 
to the authoritative teaching of the Word (cf. Tim 2:11–3:7). 
That women are distinct from men, however, suggests that 
the church is deficient if women are not complementing 
men in their overseeing/headship role in the church, acting 
as their helpers. The distinctness of man and woman should 
drive them into deeper partnership and is cause for both 
men and women to draw on the contribution of women in 
all aspects of church life.

Personally, I love City on a Hill. And I love that as Women’s 
Ministry Director I have the privilege of exercising my 
distinctness through contributing to the peak leadership 
team of City on a Hill, Melbourne. My heart is also to see 
scores of women raised up as leaders in all areas of church 
life, serving alongside men, and to seek the training and 
equipping of women as disciples of Christ as they share 
with men in Christ’s mission.

As women are cared for in all aspects of their person – 
including their gender and the specific ways this shapes 
their experience of life – the church benefits. It does so 
because the presence and contribution of women in the 
church, and the maturity of its women, is essential for its 
health and flourishing. 

Women in Christ – your place in the church is essential. You 
place is valued here at City on a Hill by myself, our pastors, 
our leaders, our staff, and our volunteers, and it is necessary 
and a blessing to the ongoing mission of knowing Jesus and 
making Jesus known.

As you continue to discern God’s will for you as you 
step forward in the church with all your uniqueness and 
gifts, here’s my suggestion for you: be open about what 
you think, honest about those things that you don’t yet 
understand, and patient with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ as you help them realise that this question is indeed 
personal. Help them to love you as you seek to be the 
woman of God that you believe God’s Word invites you to 
be. And, because this issue is personal, really figure this 
issue out personally! Read the Bible, read books, talk to 
thoughtful (and relationally aware) Christians, and figure out 
what you believe and why you believe it.

Once you think you understand what God is saying – 
whatever that is – pray that He would help you to trust Him 
and to trust that He is good. He made you, He knows you, 
His way is best, and, in the end, a life lived for Him is 
what matters.
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In 2015, we hosted a teaching series called “Tough 
Questions,” where I invited our church to put forward their 
biggest questions about life, faith and the world we live in. 
As part of the series, I also encouraged our people to SMS 
questions during the sermon, which I could then respond to 
live and off the cuff. 

One of the more confronting messages came at the end of 
a sermon I gave on abortion where I sought to answer the 
difficult and personal question; “Do Christians have to be 
pro-life?”

The woman sending the message (who I’ll refer to as 
“Jasmine”) was quite new to our church. 

She said;

“I have had an abortion due to being in an abusive 
relationship...”

I still remember the silent sadness that swept the theatre 
as people were confronted with the pain and reality of life. 
In Jasmine’s message, she went on to explain that she now 
realised that in having the abortion she’d done the wrong 
thing, but said that as of today, “I felt the Holy Spirit within 
me and my guilt and shame now lifted.”

I was deeply moved by the hope in her words and eager to 
hear more of her story. By God’s grace, we met soon after 
and spoke over coffee at a cafe in town. 

Jasmine was shy and softly spoken. I was thankful to God 
for her ability to entrust her story with me and speak openly 
and honestly. We rejoiced together in the news of her faith 
in Christ and the love she experienced amidst His body the 
church and together we grieved the scars and bruises she 
faced through an ongoing battle with domestic violence.

Throughout our conversation, Jasmine expressed the inner 
struggle of assembling an identity in a home where she’s 
constantly broken down and pulled apart. She confessed 
the confusion of marrying a man who seemed so good, but 
had started to treat her so bad. She explained the inner 
dilemma of trying to discern whether to leave the marriage 
or stick it out based on the implications her decision would 
have on her child. She wondered what Jesus would say 
about her situation if he were sitting with us today.

In moments like this, I pray desperately to God that He 
would help me hear what I must hear, feel what I must feel 
and say what I must say. 
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Entering into another person’s pain is never easy. In fact, 
it is an almost impossible task to step into the valley of 
someone else’s sorrow.  But we must try. We must not 
imagine ourselves from above looking to give our thoughts 
and opinions. We must first enter in.

Sitting over coffee and hearing Jasmine share her story 
did awaken a few memories from my own life where I have 
witnessed and experienced domestic violence.  

The sense of fear as you walk on eggshells not knowing 
what might push someone over the edge. The sense of 
confusion as you see someone you love deeply consumed 
by so much rage and acting with so much brutality. The 
crushing sadness as you look at those hurt by their evil and 
the realisation that you were powerless to intervene. The 
utter hopelessness and hypocrisy as you realise that in just 
a few hours’ time everyone is going to resort to “normality” 
and pretend like everything is ok, and this is just how life is.  

I’ve lived long enough to know domestic violence is an 
untold story lurking in the homes of many. An alarming 
17% of Australian women have experienced violence by a 
partner since the age of 15. As there is a lot of shame and 

guilt associated with domestic violence, we can assume the 
reality is even greater. Some international studies suggest a 
third of adult women will experience some form of domestic 
abuse perpetrated by an intimate partner at some point  
in their lives.1 And while women are the most likely to  
suffer in the home, it is also true that some men suffer 
domestic violence.

Over the years, I’ve also seen that domestic violence does 
not discriminate. Perpetrators of Domestic Violence are 
the irreligious and religious. They are the left and the right. 
The blue collar and the white collar. It is the uneducated 
and educated. Realising it is not who you think it is, can be 
a powerful tool in cultivating an open and honest culture. 
Sometimes, our biases’ and assumptions when it comes 
to domestic violence compound the shame and make it 
extremely difficult for the “unlikely” to share their reality.

Domestic violence is committed by and against all kinds 
of people – and, importantly, it also comes in many forms. 
Verbal threats and manipulation, social isolation, sexual 
abuse and physical intimidation, slander and violence and 
are just some of the many ways power is used to exert 
control to the detriment of others.

1 Andrew Day, Donna Chung, Patrick O’Leary, Donna Justo, Susan Moore, Ed Carson and Adam Gerace, “Integrated responses to domestic violence: 

Legally mandated intervention programs for male perpetrators” Trends & Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice paper 404, Canberra: Australian Institute 

of Criminology, December 2010)
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The impact of domestic violence to personal identity, trust, 
relationships, faith and hope are almost insurmountable.

What can be said of the sin of domestic violence?

First, that it is, indeed, sin. 

It is evil. It is breaking of human law. It is a betrayal of 
vows in marriage, and a grave offense against a holy and 
righteous God who detests violence (see Ps 11:5, Prov 3) and 
stands on the side oppressed (see Ps 56).

This may seem an obvious point. And yet the mind of 
man is very quick to justify his own sin, explain away his 
wickedness and cast blame beyond himself (see Gen 3).

Let me be clear. You cannot find a verse in the bible to 
excuse domestic violence. You cannot find a passage that 
allows violence of any form against any woman, man or 
child. God calls husbands to love their wives as Christ loved 
the church (see Eph 5). The love of Christ is sacrificial and 
marked by service and self-surrender. He is there using his 
power and authority to serve and protect His bride and do 
all he can to ensure she receives the fullness of life and love. 

As God said to us, through Paul, 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.” - 1 Corinthians 13.

The ultimate expression of Christ’s love – and therefore the 
love to be shown in marriage by the husband toward his 
bride – is made known at Calvary. 

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” – 
John 4:10

I am aware that the mind of man and the realities of our sin 
are complex. I am aware, for instance, that a man’s hatred 
of another is often a projection of his own self-hatred, 
which, sadly, is often formed and cemented through his own 
personal experience of suffering and pain inflicted by others.

Yet this never ever excuses a man’s sin or diminishes his 
guilt or responsibility.

Sin is sin. And domestic violence is sin. And by that, I mean, 
it is a crime against God’s created order and intended 
purpose (See Gen 1 and 2). Like all sin, domestic violence 
causes tremendous harm to others and breeds death 
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(see Gen 3 and 4). Furthermore, sin offends a loving and 
powerful God and he will not turn a blind eye to evil (see 
Ecc 3:17, Rom 3, Heb 10:30).

There is hope and forgiveness for oppressors, but only 
through the courageous path of repentance of sin and faith 
in Christ. The bible warns that that “whoever is born of God 
does not make a practice of sinning” (see James 1:3, Heb 
10). Only those who are “born again” (see John 3) to a new 
life of faith and fruitfulness (see Mark 4) can be confident of 
Christ’s forgiveness and eternal life.

For those who’ve acted in sin, this will involve confessing 
the reality of your evil to the authorities and the church, 
facing the ongoing consequences of your actions (which 
will mean separation from family until there is security 
and safety for all), and deep work with a professional and 
pastoral carer to address the deeper struggles of life. These 
conditions may feel too great, but what is impossible for 
man is not impossible for God (see Mark 10).

For those of us who have suffered domestic violence or are 
suffering domestic violence I would encourage you to seek 
the light and love of Christ.

The light of Christ is, in part, a call to share your story.

It is tremendously hard to acknowledge the pain of abuse 
and there are no promises that by coming forward the 
situation will be made any easier. That said, I can see no 
other way. Light is the only way to put out the darkness. 
We must pray for the courage to share our story with our 
governing authorities trusting that they are there to protect 
and help us and where possible, we must share our story 
with our local pastors and leaders.

Of course, the responsibility of “light” is not on the 
oppressed alone, but lies squarely with the people of God 
and the culture we create.  It is important to me, that we are 
an open and honest community that creates safe space for 
people to share the story and struggle.

The gospel reminds us that we live in a broken world. This 
prevents us from pride and frees us from creating religious 
masks of perfectionism that we are all prone to hide beneath. 
There is no shame in Christ. We are His sons and daughters 
who are free from condemnation (see Rom 8) and have now 
been called into His marvellous light (see 1 Peter 2).

As the people of God, we too, must not turn a blind eye to 
evil or injustice. We will not allow a woman to be mocked, 
bullied or mistreated. Where we see signs of abuse, control, 
the misuse of power or deceit, we will do all we can to bring 
to the light and create a safe and secure world.
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Where the church leadership becomes aware of domestic 
abuse, our approach is always to:

 • To take the victim’s story seriously  

 • To treat disclosures of abuse in a trustworthy way,  
  respecting the victim’s confidentiality (except where  
  safety and legal obligations demand otherwise)

 • To work with the victim and help them find support,  
  freedom, and protection

 • To coordinate general support to the victim while also  
  encouraging them to get specialist help. This includes  
  offering to pay for external counselling 

 • To call on the perpetrator to take responsibility for their  
  sin and seek specialist external help 

 • To prioritise safety, and be slow to recommend  
  relationship counselling or reconciliation where there is  
  a history of power and control

We are also committed as a church to teaching regularly on 
the biblical vision of marriage, the sin and evil of domestic 
violence and the justice of God. We are also committed 
to celebrating the voice and leadership of women in the 
church ensuring that women have many trusted people 

to talk with. And we will work hard to preach the whole 
counsel of God which lifts up the value and honour of all 
men and women as equal image bearers of God and co-
heirs of Christ and His salvation. 

And this is where the call for light and love becomes 
significant.

The majority of cases of domestic violence happen by 
men against women. Therefore, we (particularly men in 
authority) must play in active role in creating a culture 
where women are loved, honoured, heard, respected, 
understood and celebrated. The expression of love will vary 
from community to community and individual to individual, 
but what must be heard, seen, defined and experienced by 
women is that they are loved and respected by all.   

This is particularly important for those who have felt the 
crushing blow of abuse and domestic violence. It is crucial 
they hear, know and feel the love and security they have 
in Christ:

 • That in Jesus, our women know, they are God’s treasure  
  (1 Peter 2:9),  

 • an heir of God and a co-heir of Christ (Rom 8:17), 

 • holy and blameless (Col 1:22), 
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 • the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19), 

 • justified and redeemed (Rom 3:24), 

 • blessed with EVERY spiritual blessing (Eph 1:3), 

 • seated in the heavenly places with Christ (Eph 2:5), 

 • a member of Christ’s body (1 Cor 12:7), 

 • and no longer a slave of the world, but free in Christ  
  (Gal 4:7)

And this love we express must be evident in thought, word 
and deed. 

A significant challenge for women suffering domestic 
violence is knowing where to turn and how to find support. 
If there are no answers to those questions than we – as a 
society – have failed our women and play a contributing 
factor to their ongoing injustice. 

This is where I see great hope and vision for the people 
of God. 

In addition, to the legal and social services that are provided 
by the city, we, the people of God, are to be the hands and 
feet of Christ. We are to be the men and women that help 

the estranged find the support, compassion and love they 
were made to know. 

I remember asking Jasmine where she is finding the most 
support to handle the pain of her situation. She was thankful 
for the social services, family and friends. but explained the 
she felt the most love and support from the church. As soon 
as she said that, I thanked the Lord for the many men and 
women who welcomed her, loved her and accepted her as 
Christ has loved and accepted us all.    

I’m sure we often fall short of our intended glory, but when 
the church unites in love and truth it makes a significance 
difference in the fight for what is true, right and beautiful. 

By God’s grace Jasmine has since left the abusive 
relationship she was in and is trying to start over. Life is 
extremely difficulty as she wears the scars of an abusive 
relationship; but she continues to hold onto Christ, knowing 
that he is holding on to her. She was baptised about a year 
after we first met, is now part of a gospel community and 
has a few trusted friends who love her and are pointing her 
to the good news of the Jesus.

May we continue to be the people God has called us to be 
– a city set upon a hill that shines the light of Christ for the 
good of all people and the glory of his name. 
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“…but each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and 
one of another.”

If you are like me, your shoulders slump, and your eyes roll 
a little bit when you read Paul’s description of singleness 
as a ‘gift’ in 1 Corinthians 7. A gift is a grace, implying a 
special favour by God. I don’t know about you, but my lived 
experience of singleness has sometimes felt more like a 
‘curse’ than a ‘gift’ - or at the very most - an unwanted gift.

During my early twenties, I didn’t care that much that I 
was single. I had an oversupply of friends to do life with, 
and while there were a few heartbreaks, I learnt and grew 
through these times, and felt an increasing assurance that 
God was in control and knew what was best for me and my 
relationships. I took every opportunity to throw myself at 
work, ministry and service. My days and nights were filled 
with people - great people at that - and yet, I felt a deep 
loneliness growing inside me.

At the same time as feeling this increasing alone-ness, 
my news feed was blowing up with news of friends’ 
engagements, marriages, babies, wedding anniversaries... 
and without even realising what was happening, somewhere 
along the way, my self-worth got inextricably linked with 

the fact that I hadn’t met and married my husband yet. Then 
I hit rock bottom.

There is so much I could say about my time on ground-zero, 
but bottom line is: God used it as an opportunity to rebuild 
my heart. He stripped me of my former way of thinking - 
about myself, others and him. He replaced my self-focused 
way of thinking with the mind of Christ. He took my despair 
and replaced it with his love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

While today, I would still love to get married, it doesn’t 
control me in the way it did before. I am learning to hold my 
palms up, so that God can give and take away, according 
to his greater vision for my life. I am learning to let God 
rewrite my plans and set the direction for my life. His Spirit 
is causing my spirit to treasure Jesus like no other, and 
teaching my heart that I can trust him, that he knows what 
is best, and ultimately is the one who will bring me true and 
lasting joy.

Elisabeth Elliot, (who’s first husband was speared to death 
on the mission field, and her second husband died of 
cancer) shares her thoughts on singleness as a gift:
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“Having now spent more than forty-one years single, I have 
learned that it is indeed a gift.  Not one I would choose. Not 
one many women would choose. But we do not choose our 
gifts, remember? We are given them by a divine Giver who 
knows the end from the beginning, and wants above all else 
to give us the gift of Himself.”

Even while my singleness may be unwanted, I am thankful 
for it, because through it God has chosen to pour out his 
grace and love into my heart - giving me a surer hope, a 
greater security, and a family of faith to belong to.

Oh precious is the flow that makes me white as snow. No 
other fount I know. Nothing but the blood of Jesus!
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Feelings of attraction to others happens in most marriages. 
It’s hard to admit this, but it’s important for Christians to 
recognise the reality, as Christian marriages are not immune. 
It’s also vital to understand that when feelings of attraction 
come up, there are things you can do straight away to keep 
your marriage safe, secure and strong.

STOP AND NOTICE THIS IS HAPPENING
SLOW DOWN and ask “Why am I vulnerable to these 
feelings at this time?” Are my spouse and I living ‘parallel’ 
lives? Are we not connecting intimately, emotionally or 
physically? Have we neglected our friendship? Am I too 
busy? Too tired? Am I not spending enough time with my 
spouse? Is there a particular part of me (a personality trait, 
an interest, a passion) that this person resonates with, 
which I ought to share with my spouse? Is this a habit or 
addiction? Am I hooked on the exciting feelings? Is this 
because underneath I am not going that well? Questions 
like this are an important start. 

ASK “WHAT IS THIS TELLING ME?” 
The fact that this happens could be telling you it’s time to 
invest in your marriage’s emotional bank account. Perhaps 

your ‘intimacy balance’ is low… This needs to be addressed 
right now. If this is a serial occurrence, it also could be 
telling you that you have a problem yourself. For some 
there can be a kind of addiction to the exciting feelings. 
It might also be masking, or escaping some more difficult 
feelings underneath that you find difficult to manage. It’s 
great to get help for this, rather than keep repeating the 
addiction cycle. Seek some counselling, and get a Christian 
accountability partner too, who can ask you how it’s going.

DO NOT FAN THE SPARK INTO FLAME
Noticing the spark is one thing. Deliberately dancing around 
the spark while holding an open can of petrol is another 
thing entirely. Temptation is not sinful in itself, but nurturing 
and feeding the temptation is. The first thing to do is 
avoid spending time imagining ‘what if’. Then, drown the 
spark quickly by keeping away from long conversations or 
connecting with this person alone. Make sure you’re vigilant 
about this. If this person is ‘pushing’ for time with you, 
making approaches, or flirting, stand your ground and do 
so verbally if needed.  Make sure they get the message loud 
and clear that you are not interested or available. Just keep 
away. (cf. James 1:14-16)
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TALK TO YOUR SPOUSE
The best thing to do next is have long conversations, and 
make good connections, with your spouse. At this point, it 
can be worth explaining who this person is and the context 
in which you see them. 

Perhaps you’re feeling shocked and sick at this suggestion, 
or scared about how they might react. Perhaps you’re afraid 
of hurting them.  These nerves are fair enough. But imagine 
the wonderful safe intimacy of being able to say things like 
this:

I put you first, and you are my one and only. Therefore, I 
am going to keep away from this person because there is 
a vulnerability there.  I can feel it.  I feel drawn to them. I 
wanted to share this with you because I want NOTHING to 
come between us and you are it for me! I want you to know 
this and I am not proud of it at all…but hiding this from you 
is worse and I want no barriers or secrets. Please help me.

How freeing that conversation can be! 

STRENGTHEN YOUR CONNECTION
Remember, it’s not just sex outside marriage that is 
forbidden. When you made a covenant with your spouse, 
you said you would forsake all others. This means no 
romance or romantic intimacy of any kind outside marriage, 
even if it falls short of sex. Additionally, you are to have 

LOTS of romance and intimacy within your marriage.  
This means growing continually in sharing your real self, 
passions, interests, desires, sexual intimacy and your walk 
with God together. The fiery heart of lasting marriages is 
a strong friendship with your spouse, so make sure you’re 
growing your friendship.

INVEST IN YOUR MARRIAGE
Read books, do a course and get some help if you feel you 
are not growing in connection and intimacy. There are many 
helpful, evidence-based, marriage resources that you can 
tap into together. Just like your teeth, your body or your 
car, your marriage needs regular attention and support to 
go the distance. So, make sure you resource and invest in 
your marriage!

Whatever you do, don’t just bury this and move on because 
it feels awkward to address. Building a house takes time 
and effort, and the foundations need to be good. It’s the 
same with marriage. Take the time to do this and give your 
marriage every chance of a great future of growth together.
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What a great question!  Is there such a thing as the 
quintessential man or woman?  I wasn’t sure, so while 
checking out a new car, I asked a car salesman at my 
local Hyundai dealer what he thought a ‘typical man’ was.  
Weird I know, but I like asking regular people fundamental 
questions.  His reaction was interesting as he thought about 
it for a moment and replied, “Are we even allowed to ask 
that question anymore?”  It was revealing that he felt the 
question was inappropriate for our times.

Today, our society frowns on defining categories.  “There 
are no distinctives!” they cry.  This has led to our aversion 
to ask a most basic question: “What is a man?” and “What 
is a woman?”  This is a terrible loss, because we forget 
or minimize the unique significance of our maleness and 
femaleness as a result.  Yet, ironically, we are well aware 
of assumed societal masculine and feminine norms. Our 
society is constantly displaying stereotypes of man and 
woman that belittle and objectify. It seems like we are told 
not to define manhood and womanhood on the one hand, 
while on the other we are presented with so called ‘ideal’ 
images of man and woman all the time. No wonder we 
are confused.

From a Christian perspective, seeking to understand 
manhood and womanhood is a logical step considering 
that, “…God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them (Gen 
1:27).”  That’s interesting.  What is the difference between 
these two who seem to be one humanity? Chapter 2 of 
Genesis anticipates this question and then answers it for us.  
God is keen to inform us about maleness and femaleness.  
Why?  Because he wants us to know ourselves.  God wants 
to inform our identity as men and women.  He is a good 
Father who will not leave his children alone in the dark to 
figure out who they are.

Culture often presents the ‘real’ man as the footy loving, 
rough and tumble bloke, while the ‘real’ woman is often 
presented as much the opposite. But is this consistent 
with Christianity? Christianity doesn’t seek to pigeon 
hole men and women based on masculine and feminine 
societal norms.  If a man enjoys dancing, writing poetry and 
singing songs as King David did then that doesn’t bring his 
manhood into question (cf. 2 Sam 6:14; Psalms). He remains 
a son of God!  If a woman is strong and fights as Jael did, 
her femininity is not endangered (Judges 4:17-24). She 
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remains a daughter of God!  It is entirely good to be a bloke 
who prefers poetry to footy, is sensitive to others, and has 
a gentle disposition. Just as it is good for a woman to be 
bold, rebuild engines, and assert herself.

Of course, it is also entirely good for men to be 
appropriately assertive and strong.  It is also good for 
women to be appropriately gentle and nurturing.  We 
must not fall for the complete reversal of gender identity 
stereotypes, as our culture might lead us to believe, for 
this can be just as restrictive and diminishing as the old-
fashioned, draconian conservativism that sought to impose 
gender stereotypes in the first place.

If you feel that you don’t ‘measure up’ to masculine or 
feminine stereotypes, I want to encourage you to seek what 
God says about manhood and womanhood, rather than 
looking to our flawed culture for answers.  In His word, we 
are given a vision of manhood and womanhood that is both 
freeing and distinctive. God has made us male and female, 
and what a marvellous variety of talents, personalities, and 
expressions he has made possible within this design. 
Praise God!
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Handling sensitive topics within a one to one or Gospel 
Community setting can be difficult. There’s two types 
of common approaches to these discussions: Maggie’s 
approach and Matt’s approach.

Maggie knows people in her group are struggling with 
sin. She knows that any discussion is going to be close to 
the bone for some in her group more than others. She is 
sympathetic and often finds herself avoiding sensitive topics 
as a way of protecting the culture of her group. Maggie 
doesn’t know how to apply the hope of the gospel to these 
discussions.

Matt thinks everyone in his GC is mature Christians and 
doesn’t struggle with anything except exam nerves, time 
management, and figuring out what suburb God wants them 
to live in. He approaches ‘sensitive’ discussions by talking 
about ‘those people’ with ‘their problems’.

Maybe you are Maggie or a Matt. Maybe you know people 
in your group are struggling with something relating to that 
topic, so you protect them by avoiding it. Or maybe you’re 

oblivious to the sensitivities of your group. Or, oblivious to 
the fact that you’re oblivious. Either way, both approaches 
are flawed in how they deal with the reality of sin and its 
effects in our world. Consider instead a third option: Rupert.

Rupert understands that no one is without guilt (Ps 14:1-
3) or sin (Rom 3:23), so no one can judge from a perfect, 
sinless position; no one except God (Rom 2:1-8). This 
enables Rupert to step down off his high horse before 
opening a sensitive discussion. Rupert also knows the 
good news for all sinners is that we’re saved by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom 3:24). Jesus came not 
to condemn guilty sinners, but to save us all from coming 
judgement (John 3:17-21). Although he was without sin, 
Jesus sympathises with us and petitions on our behalf to 
our merciful Father (Heb 4:14-16). Knowing this, Rupert can 
guide a sensitive discussion to end on a positive note that 
brings hope for us all in the future. Having now mourned 
sin and celebrated salvation, Rupert reminds all involved of 
the importance of sharing our struggles so that we can help 
each other through life (Gal 6:1-2). One of the ways we can 
help each is through prayer (James 5:16), so Rupert closes 
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the discussion in prayer, asking God to heal us from the 
effects of sin our lives, and that his Spirit would lift our eyes 
to focus on his goodness.

“For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor 
with a pretext for greed—God is witness. Nor did we seek 
glory from people, whether from you or from others, though 
we could have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we 
were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of 
her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of you, 
we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you had become very dear 
to us.” - 1 Thessalonians 2:5-8
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As usual, we’ll be tracking with the sermons each week in 
our Gospel Communities. Given the nature of these topics, 
it’s worth thinking upfront about how you’re going to 
navigate this together as a group. To help you do these - 
here are three things to remember about this series, three 
things every member of your group should try to do, and 
three things you can expect from your GC leaders.

This series is:

THE BEGINNING OF A CONVERSATION, 
RATHER THAN THE LAST WORD
These topics will probably require more time and discussion 
than we can give them in GC. There are extra resources 
available for further research, and if you want someone 
to talk to – make sure you get in touch. But don’t get 
frustrated if you can’t cover it all in one night!

HARD, COMPLEX AND DELICATE
Understanding ethics is a difficult task, and smart, faithful 
Christians land in a diversity of places on these issues. So 
be patient with each other. Make sure you seek to listen to 

other points of view, work hard to understand where others 
are coming from, and don’t pretend complex things have to 
be simple. 

GOING TO CONFRONT OUR LIVES AND MINDS
We need to pay careful attention to our intellectual 
assumptions, presuppositions and biases. We all have 
different experiences here – and nobody is coming at this 
as a blank slate. Be ready to change your mind on things, as 
God’s word prompts you to do so. We also need to accept 
that our behaviour might be challenged during this series. 
Maybe we are living in a way contrary to God’s intended 
design. Or maybe, we’re unintentionally making it hard for 
others flourish in the way that God has made them. 

Additionally, changing your mind or your behaviour is rarely 
easy, and people will need a supportive, loving environment 
in which to embark on this change.  So, we need to do more 
than just point each other towards the right answers. We’ll 
need to walk this journey together, knowing that God calls 
us to a radical, generous, selfless unity as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
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Everyone in our group will: 

ASSUME THIS IS RELEVANT FOR SOMEBODY 
IN THE ROOM
It’s highly possible that these issues, for whatever reason, 
are relevant, loaded, urgent or painful for members of your 
group. So, be aware that this is not something ‘out there’ – it 
might be closer to home than you realize. 

GIVE ALL PEOPLE THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT
Be careful of loaded terms like ‘they’, ‘them’, or ‘out there’. 
Don’t pretend another person is stupid. And don’t ever 
impugn motives to another person – you don’t know why 
they think what they think. 

Whether Christian or not, the people for whom these issues 
are most relevant are people. As Christians, we may have a 
radically different worldview, but it’s still a worldview driven 
by love. As a result, we don’t want to tiptoe around the 
truth for fear of offending people – but we do want to talk 
about everyone and anyone in a way that’s loving and kind, 
rather than dehumanizing and cynical. 

BE HUMBLE
Don’t assume that you have the right answer, and everyone 
else is learning. Just because someone thinks differently 
to you, it doesn’t mean they’re ignorant. And if you do find 
yourself in a position of knowledge or expertise in your 
group – remember that knowledge puffs up, but love builds 
up (1 Cor 8:1). How can you use what you have to build 
others up?
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Our GC leaders will: 

DO OUR BEST PROVIDE A SAFE PLACE TO 
REALLY WRESTLE WITH THESE ISSUES
Everyone is completely within their rights to ask questions, 
and even to hold a different view. But nobody gets to be a 
jerk to anybody, and so the leaders will do what they can to 
ensure that this is a safe place to express real thoughts or ask 
genuine questions without the fear of judgment or ridicule.

NOT BE SURPRISED BY SIN
It might be that you feel the need to disclose or confess 
something to your GC leaders. In doing this, you can 
be assured that they already know you’re a sinner. You 
don’t have to be afraid that you will suddenly move into a 
different category of person, and face rejection from them 
and your whole group! They might need to take action to 
make sure you’re being looked after properly, but whatever 
happens, they’re for you. We all need grace, and sin is much 
better brought out in the open than left to fester in the dark 
(1 John 1:5-10).

TRY TO MAKE SURE THAT GOD’S VOICE 
IS THE LOUDEST
At City on a Hill, God’s word is our primary authority. So, 
your leaders will, wherever possible, point you to the Bible 
as our source of authority and revelation. It’s normal and 
healthy to have disagreements within your group. But let’s 
disagree with the Bible open, for it speaks deeper truth than 
our experiences, emotions and cultural analyses ever could.
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Sex (noun) – The term referring to a person’s gender or 
sexual identity, either male or female, as determined by their 
physiology (chromosomes, gonads and genitals). While this 
is the definition we will adopt, it is worth acknowledging 
that some theorists seek to distinguish between sex and the 
idea of ‘gender’ as a psychological, non-binary, and fluid 
concept. 

Gender Dysphoria – A medical term for the stress 
or distress associated with having an emotional and 
psychological gender identity which does not match your 
biological sex. 

Gender Fluidity – A term used to convey the idea that 
gender is flexible and exists along a continuum, rather than 
in a fixed, binary way. 

Sexual Orientation – This refers to the gender or genders 
that a person finds themselves attracted to. Common sexual 
orientations include heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual, and 
a number of others. 

Intersex – A term used to describe a person who finds 
themselves in the rare circumstance of having the biological 
attributes of both sexes, or whose biological attributes 
do not fit with common categories regarding what 
constitutes male or female. This is a physical, rather than a 
psychological, condition, and intersex people might identify 
as male, female or non-binary.

Transgender – An umbrella term to describe people whose 
psychological gender is not the same as, or does not sit 
comfortably with, the biological sex they were assigned at 
birth. A transgender man is someone who was biologically 
born as a woman, but identifies with the gender identity of 
a man, while a transgender woman was born biologically 
male, but identifies as a woman. Transgender expression 
is more often than not a result of genuine internal conflict, 
often resulting in gender dysphoria.



51

The following suggestions are all books, unless otherwise 
specified. You can find these available for purchase online, 
or at most Christian bookstores. 

IMAGO DEI
Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, The True Image: The Origin 
and Destiny of Man in Christ (Grand Rapids, MI: William B 
Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1989)

Michael Jensen et al, “The Image of God” (a blog series 
by various contributors for the Gospel Coalition Australia, 
online: https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-image-
of-god-1-a-defining-destiny; further articles accessible 
online: https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/image-of-
god)

MEN AND WOMEN
Claire Smith, God’s Good Design: What the Bible Really 
Says About Men and Women (Kingsford, Australia: Matthias 
Media, 2012)

Andrew Moody, “The Story of Gender” (A blog series, 
online: https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-story-
of-gender-1-introduction)

HOMOSEXUALITY
Ed Shaw, The Plausibility Problem: The Church and Same-
Sex Attraction (Nottingham, UK: Inter-Varsity Press, 2015)

Todd A Wilson, Mere Sexuality: Rediscovering the Christian 
Vision of Sexuality (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2017)

GENDER FLUIDITY
Vaughan Roberts, Transgender: A Talking Points Book (New 
Malden, UK: The Good Book Company, 2016)

Andrew T. Walker, God and the Transgender Debate (New 
Malden, UK: The Good Book Company, 2017) 

Rob Smith “Responding to the Transgender Revolution” 
(article, online: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/
responding-to-the-transgender-revolution)

DATING
Marshall H Segal, Not Yet Married: The Pursuit of Joy in 
Singleness and Dating (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017) 

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-image-of-god-1-a-defining-destiny
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-image-of-god-1-a-defining-destiny
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/image-of-god
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/topics/image-of-god
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-story-of-gender-1-introduction
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-story-of-gender-1-introduction
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/responding-to-the-transgender-revolution
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/responding-to-the-transgender-revolution
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SINGLENESS
Wesley Hill, Spiritual Friendship: Finding Love in the Church 
as a Celibate Gay Christian (Ada, MI: Brazos Press, 2015)

Barry Danylak, Redeeming Singleness: How the Storyline 
of Scripture Affirms the Single Life (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2010)

MARRIAGE
Timothy Keller, The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the 
Complexities of Marriage with the Wisdom of God (London, 
UK: Hodder & Staughton, 2013)

Christopher Ash, Marriage: Sex in the Service of God 
(Vancouver, BC: Regent College Publishing, 2005)

SEX
Patricia Weerakoon, The Best Sex for Life (Sydney, Australia: 
Anglican Youthworks, 2013)

Jonathan Grant, Divine Sex: A Compelling Vision for 
Christian Relationships in a Hypersexualised Age (Ada, MI: 
Brazos Press, 2015)

Tony Payne and Phillip D Jensen, Pure Sex (Kingsford, 
Australia: Matthias Media, 1997)

CHILDREN
Elyse M. Fitzpatrick and Jessica Thompson, Give Them 
Grace: Dazzling Your Kids with the Love of Jesus (Wheaton, 
IL: Crossway, 2011)

Paul David Tripp, Parenting: The 14 Gospel Principles That 
Can Radically Change Your Family (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2016) 
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During the “Him & Her” series, we want to stress the 
importance of care for all those within the body of Christ. 
This will be done each week in and through our Sunday 
Service and Gospel Communities. However, there may be 
some people who would like the opportunity to talk with 
someone outside of these contexts. 

The system for accessing care will be different at each of 
our churches, so below is some further information from our 
Lead Pastors that is location specific:

From Dave Miers at City on a Hill Brisbane:

“Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with one of our staff 
or Pastors to talk further. Likewise, we have a number 
of Christian counsellors and psychologists that we can 
recommend. Connect with us on a Sunday or via 
brisbane@cityonahill.com.au”

From Andrew Grills at City on a Hill Geelong:

“As always, please feel free to connect with one of the 
staff or Pastors who will be happy to make arrangements 
to meet up on a 1-1 basis either after one of the Sunday 
services or at a convenient time during the week. You can 
do this face-to-face or email geelong@cityonahill.com.au to 
make a time.”

From Nick Coombs at City on a Hill Melbourne East:

“If anyone would like to talk to one of the pastors or another 
mature leader, please direct them to email: 
melbeast@cityonahill.com.au. Alternatively, introduce them 
to me on a Sunday.”

From Luke Nelson at City on a Hill Melbourne West:

“We have a number of people at Melbourne West, who are 
especially skilled in giving pastoral care and eager to help. 
I oversee these volunteers and triage pastoral care - so 
please contact me at lukenelson@cityonahill.com.au if you 
or anyone under you care have needs.”

mailto:brisbane%40cityonahill.com.au?subject=
mailto:geelong%40cityonahill.com.au?subject=
mailto:melbeast%40cityonahill.com.au?subject=
mailto:lukenelson%40cityonahill.com.au?subject=
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From Guy Mason at City on a Hill Melbourne:

“If you would like to connect either yourself, or someone you 
know to pray, chat through anything that arises during this 
series, we have trained staff, pastors and leaders who would 
love to help. Feel free to approach myself or any member of 
our team, or email: melbourne@cityonahill.com.au”

mailto:melbourne%40cityonahill.com.au?subject=
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During our ‘Life Together’ series, we focused on the 
importance of praying together. ‘Him and Her’ is the 
perfect time to now put both corporate and individual 
prayer into action!

Through this teaching guide, you will see that we are 
courageously and prayerfully tackling one of the most 
controversial issues of today – identity.  Using a biblical 
perspective, we will explore issues of sexual fluidity, the role 
of men and women, homosexuality and the rise in focus on 
transgenderism – and what this means for the church.  

Often the church’s stance on these issues is are seen as 
counter-cultural. We are seen as old fashioned, antiquated, 
judgemental and often out of touch. This sermon series will 
have the potential to evoke unease amongst our people, 
and will force us to carefully, thoughtfully, and honestly 
examine biblical truths.

As this happens, there is a deep and very real need for 
us to take up a posture of prayer. We ask you to lead and 
encourage you, both individually and corporately. You may 
wish to use these prayer points in your individual times of 
prayer, as well as in your Gospel Community, asking God to 
move into this series prayerfully and expectantly.  

Here are some prayer points to get you started:

PRAYERS OF THANKFULNESS
- Thank God for the undeniable grace, mercy and love that 
He continues to show us at City on a Hill. 

- Thank God that we have and everlasting hope, in and  
through Jesus and His sacrifice.

- Thank God for the people in your Gospel Community, and 
their desire to know Jesus and make Him known.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
- Pray for those in our church who may struggle through 
this series. That the light of God’s love, hope and peace 
would shine through the teaching, and His people.

- Pray that God would remove the scales from our eyes and 
ears, that we may hear and understand His truth through 
this series.

- Pray for our Lead Pastors and preaching pastors, that 
they would have godly wisdom and discernment as they 
lead this series, leading us in love and the grace of God.
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- Pray for our prayer teams – that God would give them 
wisdom, discernment and great compassionate love as they 
pray for people who maybe touched by this series.

PRAYERS OF PROTECTION
- As it says in Ephesians 6:12, ‘our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness’. Let us then acknowledge our victory 
in Jesus through prayer and pray for protection over our 
leaders and our church.

PRAYERS OF PETITION
- Ask that God would do his work in us and through us, 
to move in our hearts and minds during this time, that He 
would give our church new insight and understanding of 
who we are in Jesus, growing us to be more like Him in our 
responses and actions.

- That people in our church would find freedom from guilt, 
shame, and slavery to sin, and have their hearts healed in 
Jesus’ name.

Thank you for leading through prayer and partnering with 
us at this time.
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