


Nehemiah is the story of a cupbearer to the king. His role was to taste the wine before 
the king drank it. If someone tried to poison the king, the cupbearer played a vital part 
of service and sacrifice. Next to the king’s wife, he held one of the most important and 
influential positions in the kingdom.

Yet in the opening chapters we read about a great burden that is on the heart of Nehemiah. 
The city walls of Jerusalem are down, and God has called him to rise up and rebuild them.

The story that unfolds is one of courage, conviction, sin, struggle and success. Leading in a 
time of great uncertainty and opposition, Nehemiah learns what it means to lead after God 
and before His people. 

Nehemiah’s story points to our story. Like the people in the 5th century, we long to see 
the city of God stand strong in the midst of the city of man. The city of God will shine as 
a counter-cultural community of light, warmth, love, compassion, influence, truth and 
freedom. Jesus is the king of this city, and we (like the workers in Nehemiah) are here 
to join him in His building project. As in the days of Nehemiah, our efforts will not come 
without opposition. There will be challenges, enemies and obstacles to overcome. Yet none 
of these are greater than the God we serve who is able to do immeasurably more than we 
ever think or imagine. This is our day and it is our time to arise and build. 

Nehemiah’s story is not just our story but ultimately God’s story. The narrative highlights 
God’s continued faithfulness to his promises, His supreme power over all nations and 
His loving commitment to His people. God’s story in Nehemiah also serves as a type of a 
greater reality which found its perfect fulfillment in Christ. The sacrificial system that 
God’s people required for fellowship found its fulfillment in Jesus who served as a perfect 
and once-for-all sacrifice (Hebrews 7-10). The need for heart renewal found its fulfillment 
in Jesus who by His Spirit (Titus 3:5) is transforming us into the image of Christ. The land 
of promise that God’s people longed to reside in found its fulfillment in Jesus who made 
way to a ‘better country—a heavenly one’ (Hebrews 11:16). The temple that Nehemiah 
sought to protect found its fulfillment in Jesus, who established His people as the new and 
better temple (Ephesians 2:19-22). 

On behalf of the pastors and leaders at City on a Hill, I trust and pray this series serves you 
well. May this be for our good, the good of this city and the glory of God.

In Christ alone +

Guy Mason
(Lead Pastor – City on a Hill)



The Old Testament is the story of one infinitely powerful creator God who called the 
family of Abraham to be His remedy for the destruction that came into the world through 
the rebellion of Adam.  

Genesis 12-17 outlines the covenant God made with Abraham (then Abram).   

Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 
No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have 
made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and 
I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my 
covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will 
give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojourning, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God. (Genesis 17:4-8 ESV)

In this covenant we see God’s everlasting promise and commitment to bless Abraham with 
land and His presence. This established a key thread that runs throughout the Old and 
New Testaments and helps us understand the journey of God’s people. 

The covenant with Abraham was made with his son Isaac, Isaac’s son Jacob (Genesis 27) 
and then Isaac’s son Joseph (Genesis 48:3-4).

Through Joseph, God’s people began to multiply and establish themselves in Egypt. Following 
the death of Joseph, a new Pharaoh emerged that did not know Joseph or God. He did not like 
the people of Israel nor their growth and thus decided to enslave them (Exodus 1).

God’s people were in Egypt for 400 years. God then raised up Moses to lead His people to 
freedom. This was in fulfillment of God’s plan and covenant. 

Following the people of Israel’s release the Lord confirmed His covenant with them 
(Exodus 19). God established them as His treasured possession for the sake of displaying 
His glory to the rest of the world. They were to be a light to the nations, an attractive and 
blessed city within the cities.

God sent blessings and curses upon Israel in order to pursue that purpose.  God remained 
faithful to that purpose even in the midst of Israel’s unfaithfulness (e.g. Exodus 32).

After the death of Moses, Joshua (1500-1390 BC) was appointed by God and 
commissioned to lead his people to the land of promise (Joshua 1:2-3). Through Joshua 
the people of God crossed the Jordan, led Israel’s several victories, secured much of the 
land of Canaan and confirmed its covenantal relationship with God (see Joshua 24:1-28).

Following the death of Joshua, Israel entered into the Judges’ Era in which the tribes of 
Israel conducted themselves rather independently of one another without any prominent 
leader. During this time, God would raise judges up among the people, as various dire 
circumstances required, bailing them out of the troubles and woes they each in turn got 
themselves into (see Judges).

Following this period of indifference by Israel toward their agreement with God, the 
people of God petitioned Him to have a man rule them: a king whom they could see, like all 
the other nations around them had (Samuel 8).

God allowed Israel’s petition, and the kings of Israel and Judah (some faithful to God’s 
laws and some not) began their rule over the tribes of Israel.

David received the throne around 1000BC. God enabled David to capture Jerusalem and 
make it their capital (2 Samuel 5:6-7). 

When David died in 933BC, his son Solomon succeeded him. Solomon carried out a 
series of building projects that included the Jerusalem Temple and a palace for himself 
(1 Kings 6-7). During Solomon’s reign, Israel was strong militarily and was prosperous 
economically. They enjoyed the broadest borders and widest influence they would know.

However, massive building projects and military prowess came at a price—one too heavy 
for those in the northern tribes who saw little benefit and carried a heavy tax burden. And 
so when Solomon died in 922BC, the people appealed to his son and successor to lighten 
the load. When he flippantly dismissed their advice, they revolted leaving the southern 
tribes of Benjamin and Judah to go on their own (1 Kings 12).

Over the next 200 years, the two nations endured a love/hate relationship. There were 
occasional skirmishes and even sinister plots, the most fateful of which took place in the 
last third of the 8th century.

The ancient Mesopotamian power of Assyria began to revive and by century’s end had 
fairly well engulfed the nations, including the twin capitals of Samaria and Jerusalem. 
From here, things went from bad to worse.

In 701BC Assyria swooped on Judah, demolishing outlining villages and laying siege 
to Jerusalem (2 Kings 18-20). Then by 600BC, the whole region (except Egypt) was 
dominated by the new super power: Babylon.

In 634BC, a man by the name of Nebuchadnezzar II was born. He became a powerful king 
who ruled the Neo-Babylonian Empire.



In 601BC, in the fourth year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar II, king of Babylon, 
unsuccessfully attempted to invade Egypt and was defeated with heavy losses. This failure 
led to numerous rebellions, including in Judah where the king, Jehoiakim, stopped paying 
tribute to Nebuchadnezzar II and took a pro-Egyptian position.

Nebuchadnezzar II responded to these rebellions. He laid siege to Jerusalem which 
eventually fell in March 587BC (2 Kings 25). Nebuchadnezzar II pillaged both the city 
and the temple. He exiled the new king, Jeconiah, to Babylon, who was either eight or 
eighteen at the time (Jehoiakim having died in the meantime). Jeconiah’s court and other 
prominent citizens and craftsmen, along with a sizable portion of the Jewish population of 
Judah, were also exiled.

Judah became a Babylonian province, called Yehud Medinata (Yehud being the Babylonian 
equivalent of the Hebrew Yehuda or Judah, and medinata the word for province), putting 
an end to the independent Kingdom of Judah.

The fall of Jerusalem and the exile had bruised Israel’s confidence in two long-held 
theological truths: the security of Zion as God’s permanent earthly home, and the promise 
to David of an unfailing dynasty. However, by appealing to the covenant, the prophets had 
explained the tragedy to a confused Israel and gave them hope. The prophets interpreted the 
disaster as God’s judgment for Israel’s dereliction of covenant duties and promised future 
restoration as the work of God’s faithfulness to the ancient covenant (e.g. Jeremiah 29).

Nebuchadnezzar, conqueror of Jerusalem, died in 562BC. His successors were ineffectual, 
and the Babylonian empire’s power rapidly declined. In 539BC the Persians, under Cyrus 
II, defeated the Babylonians and absorbed the lands of Israel and Judah in his empire.  

The Assyrians and Babylonians subjected conquered people with an iron fist, whereas the 
Persians adopted the position that those under their rule were more likely to cooperate if 
they were allowed to have a measure of self-governance and identity.

In 538BC God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to announce freedom for the people of Judah 
and allow them to return home (Ezra 1-2). The first wave of exiles, small in number, 
returned under Jeshua and Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple on its original site (Ezra 3:1-
6:22). The temple was rebuilt in 516BC.

In 458BC Ezra, the priest, comes to Jerusalem to establish the Law of Moses (Ezra 7:1-
8:36) and to confront problems of intermarriage (Ezra 9:1-10:44).

In 445BC Nehemiah, who was working for King Artaxerxes, was granted permission to 
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city walls. 



In December of 445BC, Nehemiah’s brother (Hanani) arrived in Susa, the Persian capital, 
from Jerusalem. Hanani informed him that the people of Judea were in dire straits and 
the walls of the city remained in ruin. Nehemiah, who was a cupbearer to the king, wept 
and prayed fervently. Four months later, as Nehemiah was serving King Artaxerxes, he 
informed the king of the city’s deplorable conditions and asked permission to return and 
rebuilt it. With royal authority to gather timber for the walls, Nehemiah journeyed west. 

During Nehemiah’s first three days in Jerusalem, he secretly surveyed the ruined walls at 
night. Then, informing the Jewish people of his commission, he urged them to join him in 
rebuilding the walls.  The building project began, and many were involved. 

Despite the support of the people, Sanballat (Samaritan leader and official of the Persian 
Achaemenid Empire) and Tobiah (Ammonite official) emerge as major opponents, first 
with mockery, then with threat of armed attack. Nehemiah armed the workers in response.

Work on the walls and continued threats placed a heavy burden on the Jewish families. 
Greedy officials who placed selfish demands upon the poor and needy exacerbated this. 
Nehemiah challenged the officials and cleared their debt.  His generosity is highlighted by 
the decision to sacrifice a portion of his own salary for the sake of the cause. 

Opposition continues as Nehemiah’s enemies try trick him into leaving the country and 
threaten to tell the king that he plans to rebel against him. He resisted the ploys, and the 
wall was completed on after 52 days work. 

On the first day of the seventh month Ezra read aloud from the Law of Moses. He read from 
dawn until midday, standing on a wooden pulpit facing the square before Water Gate. At the 
same time, the Levites explained the law to the people. Initially, the people grieved over their 
sins at hearing the law, but led by Ezra they were urged to celebrate a joyous festival instead.

On the 24th day, the people held a solemn fast and met for worship.  Meanwhile, Ezra publicly 
offered a long prayer of confession, culminating in a decision to make a covenant which 
involved keeping the law, observing rules of marriage, keeping the Sabbath and paying tithes.
 
Following the repopulation of Jerusalem, the walls were dedicated with celebratory singing. 
In the final chapter, Nehemiah returns from a season with King Artaxerxes. Upon return 
to Jerusalem, Nehemiah discovers that many in the community are not longer remaining 
faithful to the covenant, and as such he begins a process of reform. The final words of 
Nehemiah mirror his first. He is a man who seeks to put God first in all that he does. 

Throughout the book there are a range of theological themes and ideas to highlight:

The book of Nehemiah, along with Ezra, stresses the continuity of the post-exilic people of 
God and Israel’s past.  

A notable example is the celebration of Passover once the temple is rebuilt (Ezra 6:19-22) 
and the Feast of Booths after the law was read (Nehemiah 8:14-18).  Both ceremonies 
commemorate Israel’s wilderness experience, implying that the post-exilic people of God 
had experienced a new exodus similar in redemptive meaning to that of their ancestors 
(Nehemiah 9:17).  

Furthermore, in Nehemiah’s long prayer and public reading of the law (Nehemiah 9), 
Ezra reviews redemptive history from Abraham’s call through the Exodus to the conquest 
of Canaan (Nehemiah 9v1-25). We are to see the restoration as a new exodus which 
continues God’s history of saving power and covenantal faithfulness. 

This anticipates God’s great saving work in Jesus. Through His life, death and 
resurrection, Jesus rescues His people from slavery and adopts us to Himself.  Through 
faith we are part of His kingdom and enjoy the blessings of a covenantal relationship with 
God as the new Israel, the Church and the city on a hill. 

The temple (Ezra) and its security (Nehemiah) stand as a visible symbol of God’s presence 
among His people. By providing a place where Israel may commune with God regularly 
and corporately, God has signaled the desire for ongoing relationship with His people.  

This anticipates Jesus, who bodily revealed God’s glory by living among His people (John 
1), and the people in whom God now lives. Furthermore this holds  an eschatological 
dimension as we await the day when God will dwell with His people in the same city, the 
New Jerusalem, without a temple at all (Revelation 21-22).



The rebuilding of the temple and the walls are the preface to the re-emergence of the 
Law of Moses. As soon as the exiles return to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7) they are gathered 
in one place for the reading of the Law of Moses (Nehemiah 8). The word leads people to 
confession of sin, joyful celebration and covenantal renewal.   

The central focus on the Torah anticipates the arrival of the perfect and complete word, 
Jesus Christ. Jesus did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it.

Nehemiah also anticipated the continued importance of God’s word for the body of Christ 
today. It is the word of the Lord that unites, leads, guides, governs, protects, blesses, 
sustains and builds.  

Throughout the narrative we see not only the centrality of the word but the requirements 
upon God’s people. The word is God’s gift that seeks to lovingly build and shape us but 
often in counter-cultural ways. This is an aspect of covenantal life that God’s people have 
and continue to struggle with.

A notable and controversial example includes the commands regarding intermarriage 
with foreigners, the keeping of the Sabbath, the care of the poor and temple activities 
(Nehemiah 13).

The wavering example of the post-exilic community serves as a point of commonality with 
our day. Like them, we struggle to trust God and the totality of his Word. We are often quick 
to accept his commands when they suit our felt needs (e.g. the building of the wall) but are 
hard of heart to commands that impact our relational, social and financial decisions.

The book of Nehemiah highlights the divine guidance behind everything, including the 
actions of pagan kings and Jewish leaders. The rebuilding of the walls was not a season of 
luck and good fortune. It was the result of an all-powerful and all-loving God who holds 
history and political powers, kingdoms, leaders and cities in the palm of His hand. God 
willed the rebuilding of this city and it was so. Therefore, not even our biggest failings or 
strongest foes can stand in the way of God’s perfect plan.

To reduce the book of Nehemiah to merely a guide on leadership would be a disservice. 
However, we make an equally unhelpful error if we miss the wisdom and  
example of Nehemiah. 

The man, the message and the mission, are (for the most part) exemplary.  

- He lived a life of honest and humble work, and he was faithful in the little things.
- He did not turn a blind eye to the plight of his people but took a stand.
- His first step was prayer (including adoration, confession and supplication).
- He knew that with God success was possible.
- He not only had a vision but a plan to get there and a timeframe to work to.
- He knew the importance of social and heavenly support.
- He was not afraid to ask people for what he needed to get the job done.
- He did not know how the story would go, but he stepped out in faith. 
- He put his job security, relational networks and stability on the line to achieve     
 what God had placed on his heart.
- He knew the importance of building a team.
- He knew the importance of delegation.
- He understood that each individual is shaped and gifted differently and therefore  
 organized his ministry accordingly.
- He developed a strong leadership network to provide support and structure 
 for the people.
- He knew that inspiration came from pointing people to God’s character and  
 faithful work in salvation history.
- He knew that when morale was down and the mission in doubt, he needed to step
 up in vision and example.
- He was not lazy but a hard worker.
- He was prepared to make changes.
- He considered and responded to the welfare of his workers.  
- He knew that he needed to not only build the city but also protect the city.
- He was not afraid to confront leaders when they were in sin.
- He was not afraid to confront the people when they were in sin.
- He took time to celebrate milestones and included the workers in the success.
- He did not give up when things got difficult.
- He was courageous and strong in the face of threats and temptations.
- He sacrificed his own time and money to help achieve the vision.
- He put the Word of God central in community life.
- He confessed his sins.
- He was committed to reform.



God is committed to leadership. In His providence he chooses to lead his people by 
selecting, equipping and commissioning a handful of leaders for each generation who have 
the responsibility to lovingly lead with strength, courage and conviction.

The testimony of scripture and history reveals a sweep of good, bad and ugly examples. 
Nehemiah is a good example. Yet like all leaders then and now, he is not perfect. He is 
sinful. He doesn’t love God or lead the people of God perfectly.  

Nehemiah therefore reminds us that God can and does use imperfect people to achieve 
great things for our good and his glory. 

Like Nehemiah, we should therefore be willing to see the need around us, acknowledge 
our sin in the problem, and ask for His almighty hand of grace and power to do something 
spectacularly amazing through us. Whether in the home, workplace, friendship circle, 
university or church, we should never doubt God’s power to bring renewal and light 
through us. For some, that will mean leading the vision, for others supporting, protecting, 
praying and resourcing the vision. All serve a vital role in God’s overarching purpose. 

Importantly, the example of Nehemiah also points us to the greater and more excellent 
leader in Jesus. While we all can lament our own failings and the failings of those in 
positions of authority over us, we have Jesus. He is not only our best example but also our 
eternal king.

Today he is the Lord of our life, the builder of our church and the king of our city. 

The highpoint of covenantal renewal (Nehemiah 10) is soon overshadowed with the 
final chapter (Nehemiah 13) which makes note of serious breach. While Nehemiah sets 
out on reform, we are left with an unsettled and unfulfilled ending which subtly builds 
aspirations of future intervention and transformation.  

These hopes and longings would find their fulfillment in the one who is greater than 
Nehemiah. Only Jesus could take the vision and aspirations of the former prophets and 
make them reality. In Christ the work done by Nehemiah and Ezra-the rebuilding and 
preservation of God’s people-would reach its ultimate and eternal fruition.

As members of Christ’s kingdom and His city, we are recipients of a grace that Nehemiah 
and the people of Jerusalem longed for. That said we too have a journey ahead.

We are not a finished city. There is more building to come. Personally and corporately 
God is continually looking to gather and grow us in Him. He wants us to stand tall as a city 
within a city. Like the city of Jerusalem, we are to stand tall in our generation amongst the 
nations as a counter-cultural community of light and love.  

- We seek the welfare of the city and her people. 
- We gather to proclaim and hear the Scriptures.  
- We acknowledge the wide variety of gifts God has given us and use them together
 as a unified body of Christ. 
- We live counter-cultural lives of obedience in accordance with the Scriptures.  
- We respond to God’s Word with genuine repentance and joyful worship. 
- We value sacrificial and servant-hearted leaders and the legacy they leave.
- We continually seek reform in accordance with his word and by His Spirit.  
- We are making generous and sacrificial choices for the building up of the body 
 and the advancement of his kingdom.  
- We are from start to finish committed to putting God first. 

As we strive together under the Lordship of Christ, we too work in an anticipatory state. 
The kingdom is now, but it is also not yet. While we live, we await the second return of 
Christ and the consummation of his kingdom. 

On the first day of our eternal day, a new chapter will be open. We will see God face to face 
and His city-the city on a hill-will be complete.  



King Artaxerxes was the king of the Persians: a powerful and advanced Empire that 
was home to an estimated 50 million people in 480 BC, linked by an innovative postal 
system and a complex road network. The Persians took Babylon in 539 BC, inheriting the 
Jewish slaves, and Cyrus the Great quickly allowed some to repopulate their homeland. 
Artaxerxes would take this work of restoration forward, first commissioning Ezra to lead 
a team of priests and Levites to restore the temple, his letter of decree (reproduced in Ezra 
7:13-28) revealing a respect for the ‘God of heaven’. 

Progress was slow, but again Artaxerxes provided critical impetus, giving Nehemiah leave 
to rebuild the wall and sending letters of approval ahead of him, allowing access to Persian 
timber. His interactions with Nehemiah in chapter one reveal a surprising gentleness: 
he notices his cupbearer’s sadness, demonstrating a genuine concern (Nehemiah 2:2). 
His willingness to entrust considerable resources to his servant suggest a deep trust 
between the pair; evidence both of Nehemiah’s fine character and softness towards the 
God of Israel, even if it is unlikely that he recognised him as the one true God. However, 
we are reminded that ‘the king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord’, which 
he can turn ‘wherever He will’ (Proverbs 21:1). God can use unlikely figures to achieve his 
purposes. Nehemiah understands this and recognised that ‘the good hand of my God was 
upon me’ (Nehemiah 2:8) after King Artaxerxes allowed him to begin his work.

Several chapters of Nehemiah are devoted to long lists of the returned exiles who worked 
alongside Nehemiah to rebuild the wall and restore the dignity of God’s chosen people. 
While it is tempting to skim through these lists, we should be slow to do so for Nehemiah 
records these names as a tribute to those who joined him in the work of restoration. This 
was a difficult and demanding task, undertaken under strenuous conditions; workers 
were equipped not only with shovels but swords (Nehemiah 4:18), ready to defend the wall 
against hateful opponents. They are brave heroes mentioned in dispatches from the front 
lines, to be remembered for their commitment to the task, and their courage in the face 
of opposition. Though some fall into sin, the obedience of many of the people points to a 
restoration of God’s covenant people.



Nehemiah emerges as a leader of distinction—a man of character and practical wisdom 
whose model leadership style flows from an intimate, trusting relationship with God. We first 
meet Nehemiah in the Persian court where he is the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. The fact 
that Nehemiah—a foreigner, whose people were under the yoke of the Persians—was given the 
task of protecting the King from poison suggests he had won the deep trust of Artaxerxes. 

Having been a loyal servant to the king of Persia, Nehemiah is called to be a servant to the 
king of all nations. Some of the captive Jewish people had returned from exile to Jerusalem 
but remained ‘in great trouble and shame’ (Nehemiah 1:3); Nehemiah is now called to 
lead them to restoration and renewal. When confronted with their disgrace, Nehemiah 
prays humbly yet boldly (Nehemiah 1). He understands God’s covenant with his people, 
recognising that their current plight is the inevitable result of their rebellion. Nevertheless, 
he holds to the surety of God’s promises.  

Granted leave to take on the task of rebuilding the wall, Nehemiah approaches the 
task carefully, understanding the emotional scars of exile and his countrymen’s lack of 
confidence. He sizes up the task before approaching key figures that will need to transmit 
his vision to others. Nehemiah delegates tasks to workers but remains intimately involved; 
he knows people by name and remembers their roles. When opposition arises he is resolute 
and proactive, refuting the propaganda of his enemies and coming up with a strategy to 
defend the people and the wall. Remarkably, a wall that had been in ruins for 141 years is 
rebuilt in just 52 days—testament to the wise leadership and clear vision of Nehemiah. 

But it is not just the physical wellbeing of his people that concerns Nehemiah; he is also  
spiritual leader whose selfless example presents a model of virtue. When factions emerge 
amongst the people, he jumps to the defence of the poor, and his own extraordinary 
generosity (Nehemiah 5:14-19) sets a standard for others to follow. After the wall is finished, 
Nehemiah and Ezra convene a festival of celebration where the Law is read and applied, sin 
is confessed, and the covenant is reaffirmed. As the wall is dedicated and God thanked for 
his provision, it becomes obvious that Nehemiah’s passion is not just for the restoration of 
the wall but for the restoration of God’s covenant people. 

Sanballat and Tobiah are the villains of this book, stalking Nehemiah at every step and 
doing all in their power to sabotage the work. First they jeer at Nehemiah and his workers, 
suggesting they are rebelling against King Artaxerxes—a baseless accusation that is no 
doubt designed to frighten Nehemiah’s workers who would know the harsh punishment 
meted out to dissidents. When Sanballat and Tobiah’s propaganda makes no impact, they 
make plans to attack the Jews and destroy the wall (Nehemiah 4), forcing Nehemiah to 
set up guards around-the-clock. Recognising Nehemiah’s inspirational leadership, they 
conspire to kill him (Nehemiah 6), but he sees through their cunning schemes and eludes 
their grasp, seeing the project through.

But why are they so angry? Are they just jealous courtiers, annoyed that Nehemiah enjoys the 
favor of King Artaxerxes? No doubt that is part of it, but something more sinister drives their 
hatred. In Nehemiah 2:10 we’re told they are displeased that ‘someone had come to seek the 
welfare of the people of Israel’, suggesting their opposition was grounded in anti-Semitism. 
Sanballat is a Samaritan, a term used to describe the Israelites who had bent the knee 
to the Assyrian empire, losing their unique identity and religion in the process. Tobiah 
is an Ammonite, a nation which had long opposed God’s people, and in the process set 
themselves against God. Their failure to stop the exiles’ work, however, is testament to the 
power of God in defence of his people, and the futility of opposing him. Ultimately, it is God 
who frustrates their plans (Nehemiah 4:15).
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Here are six key verses from Nehemiah that we encourage you to commit to memory. 
Having the Bible on your mind builds faith (Romans 10:17), keeps us from sin (Psalm 
119:11) and revives our soul (Psalm 19:7).

1. ‘And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, let your ear be 
attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant…’ (Nehemiah 1:5-6a ESV).

2. ‘And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of 
the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, 
and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes” 
(Nehemiah 4:14 ESV).

3. ‘Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10 ESV).

4. ‘You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve 
all of them; and the host of heaven worships you’ (Nehemiah 9:6 ESV).

5. ‘Yet you have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully 
and we have acted wickedly’ (Nehemiah 9:33 ESV).

6. ‘And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice 
with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was 
heard far away’ (Nehemiah 12:43 ESV).

Tips for memorisation
Read through 10 times. Repeat 10 times aloud. Repeat every day for at least a week. Keep 
the verse close (written down or in your phone), so you can peak at it during the day. 
Refresh your memory once a week thereafter.



February 5 1:1-11
February 6 1:1-11
February 7 Ezra 1:1-11
February 8 2:1-8
February 9 2:9-20
February 10 2:1-8
February 11 2:9-20

February 12 2:1-20
February 13 2:1-8
February 14 2:9-20
February 15 3:1-32
February 16 Ezra 2:1-70
February 17 3:1-32
February 18 Ezra 3:1-13

February 19 3:1-32
February 20 3:1-32 
February 21 3:1-32 
February 22 4:1-14
February 23 4:15-23
February 24 4:1-14
February 25 4:15-23

February  26 4:1-23
February 27 4:1-14
February 28 4:15-23 
February 29 5:1-13
March 1 5:14-19 
March 2 5:1-13 
March 3 5:14-19

March 4 5:1-19
March 5 5:1-13 
March 6 5:14-19
March 7 6:1-14
March 8 6:15-7:4
March 9 6:1-14
March 10 6:1-15

March 11 6:1-7:4
March 12 6:1-14
March 13 6:15-7:4
March 14 7:5-73
March 15 Ezra 4:1-24
March 16 7:5-73
March 17 Ezra 5:1-17

March 18 7:5-73
March 19 7:5-73
March 20 Ezra 6:1-22
March 21 8:1-12
March 22 8:13-18
March 23 8:1-12
March 24 8:13-18

March 25 8:1-18
March 26 8:1-12
March 27 8:13-18
March 28 9:1-37
March 29 Ezra 7:1-28
March 30 9:1-37
March 31 Ezra 8:1-36

April 1 9:1-37
April 2 9:1-37
April 3 Ezra 9:1-15
April 4 9:1-37
April 5 R: 1:1-4:23
April 6 Good Fri
April 7 REST

April 8 Easter Sun
April 9 REST
April 10 R: 5:1-8:18
April 11 REST
April 12 9:38-10:27
April 13 Ezra 10:1-17
April 14 10:28-10:39

April 15 9:38-10:39
April 16 9:38-10:27
April 17 10:28-10:39
April 18 Ezra 10:18-44
April 19 11:1-24
April 20 11:25-12:26
April 21 11:1-12:26

April 22 11:1-12:26
April 23 11:1-24
April 24 11:25-12:26
April 25 12:27-47
April 26 R: 9:1-12:26
April 27 REST
April 28 12:27-47

April 29 12:27-47
April 30 12:27-47
May 1 12:27-47
May 2 13:1-30
May 3 R: 12:27-13:30
May 4 REST
May 5 13:1-30

May 6 13:1-30
May 7 13:1-30
May 8 R: 1:1-7:73
May 9 R: 8:1-13:30

This Bible Reading Plan is to help you make the most out of The King’s Cupbearer series. 
This plan is designed so that you will be familiar with the text before the Sunday message 
but also read it with new insight after you have heard the related sermon. Re-reading the 
same text will also equip you to contribute and discuss the passage in your Connect Group.

At the end of The King’s Cupbearer, you will have read some sections of Nehemiah up to 
seven times. Do not fear. The discipline of re-reading a passage allows you to think deeper, 
see what you missed previously, and it stores the Word in your heart (Psalm 119:11). Along 
the way, you’ll also see there are readings from the book of Ezra. This book was written 
side-by-side with Nehemiah, and while Nehemiah rebuilt the wall, Ezra recounts the 
rebuilding of the temple. You’ll notice similar themes throughout. Additionally, toward 
the end of the plan there are RECAP reading days that will refresh your memory of what 
happened earlier in Nehemiah. These are marked with an R.

February 5 - A Servant Weeps Nehemiah 1:1-11
February 12 - Broken City Nehemiah 2:1-20
February 19 - Arise & Build Nehemiah 3:1-32
February 26 - Enemies Assemble Nehemiah 4:1-23
March 4 - Oppression Within Nehemiah 5:1-19
March 11 - Conspiracy & Completion Nehemiah 6:1-7:4
March 18 - Returning Home Nehemiah 7:5-73
March 25 - Great Rejoicing Nehemiah 8:1-18
April 1 - Love & Sin Nehemiah 9:1-37
April 6 - Good Friday
April 8 - Easter Sunday
April 15 - The Seals Nehemiah 9:38-10:39
April 22 - Urban Renewal Nehemiah 11:1-12:26
April 29 - Dedicate & Celebrate Nehemiah 12:27-47
May 6 - Return & Reform Nehemiah 13:1-30



City on a Hill began at the end of 2007 with a small team and a big vision to see Melbourne 
renewed with the great news of Jesus. Since then, God has gathered men and women of all 
ages with a passion to know Jesus and make Him known. 

As a community we meet every Sunday for our main services at 8.45am, 10.30am and 
6pm where we hear relevant and practical messages from the Bible about God, life and 
the world we live in. We pray, we sing, we hang out, and then through the week we commit 
ourselves to being people of light and love in our city.

To find out more about what God is doing in and through this community and how you can 
partner with us visit www.cityonahill.com.au

Contact
cityonahill.com.au
facebook.com/cityonahillmelb | twitter.com/cityonahillmelb
info@cityonahill.com.au




