Introduction
How would you endure over a decade of slavery in a
foreign country? No friends, no family, nobody who knows
you - how would you hold yourself together in that kind of
loneliness? Would you despair? Would you sustain hope?
Would you trust in the God who divinely appointed you
as a boy?
“When Dreams Come True” is the new series by City on
a Hill exploring the final chapters of Genesis that tell the
extraordinary story of the life of Joseph.
From pit to palace, Joseph’s life is marked by uncertainty,
betrayal and grief, yet remarkably he trusts God who is
with Him and weaves all things together according to
His plans.

How to Use this Journal
Within its pages, the scriptures are often likened to food. We
need food for our bodies, and we need food for our spirits
– and God’s word offers sustenance for life (Matthew
4:4). Just like food, we need it regularly – and if you follow
this guide, you’ll get that. Schedule it in; commit to reading
the passages each week.

As you read through the passages we encourage you to
stop and reflect. You will find it really useful to keep a
journal, writing down your questions and observations;
this will help you go deeper, and really think through the
passage. We’ve offered some questions for each week – but
as a general rule, ask yourself what each passage teaches
you about God, and what it teaches you about yourself.

God’s word is powerful, and so we read it expectantly,
eager to see how God will use each passage to teach,
correct, reprove, train and equip us (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
for life with Him. A great first response is always to pray;
God is speaking to you, so respond to Him! Write down
your prayers in a journal; this will help clarify what God is
doing within you – and will, in time, provide a wonderful
record of God’s faithfulness. Beyond that, try to find
practical ways to respond – things you need to stop doing,
and things you can start doing.

When God gave His people His commandments in the Old
Testament, He wanted them to be ‘on (their) heart’ – taught
to their children, spoken about at home, on the road, in the
evening, in the morning (Deuteronomy 6:5-8). Memorising
God’s words keeps them present in our hearts and minds
throughout the day, allowing His truth to shape everything
we do. We’ve provided a key memory verse in this guide
and each week select words will be removed from the verse
to help you memorise it.

Episode 1
GENESIS 37:1-11

Genesis 37:1-11

What do we learn about Joseph?
How do the other characters feel about Joseph? Why?
Joseph’s dreams seem to be particularly unpopular - How
does God bring these dreams to fruition, and what does
that reveal about him? How might that help you trust
God more?

‘As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 2
GENESIS 37:12-36

Genesis 37:12-36

What is the nature of the brothers’ sin in this episode?
Who does it impact, and how?
Such a bleak situation is surely driven by evil - and yet as
the story continues, we see time and time again that what
men intended for evil, God meant for good, that many
people should be kept alive. Consider the prophecy found
in Isaiah 53 - how does it point to Jesus as the ultimate
example of God working evil for good?
As you think through the sin in this passage, consider how
some of these issues (eg. jealousy, greed, deception) might
be evident in your life. How does Isaiah 53 offer hope
for you?

‘As for you, you meant ____ against me, but God meant it
for _____, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 3
GENESIS 39:1-23

Genesis 39:1-23

What do we learn here about Joseph? How do we start to
see the fulfilment of Josephs dreams in Genesis 37?
What reasons does Joseph have for rejecting the advances of
Potiphar’s wife?
Yet again, we see Joseph get a raw deal. Yet again, God
continues to faithfully protect and provide for him in the
midst of these circumstances. How might this help us better
understand God’s faithful love towards us, even when
times are tough?

‘As for you, you meant ____ against me, but _____ ______ __
___ _____, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 4
GENESIS 40:1-22

Genesis 40:1-22

What do we learn here about Joseph?
Look ahead to the next chapter - how does God use this
episode to demonstrate (again) His sovereign orchestration
of events for the good of His people?
Do you find it difficult to trust the sovereign control of
God? Why? How might the story of Joseph help to change
your perspective?

‘As for you, you ____ ____ _______ __, but _____ ______ __
___ _____, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 5
GENESIS 41:1-36

Genesis 41:1-36

We first met Joseph as a 17 year old boy, way back in Genesis
37:2. Now by the end of Genesis 41:46, we‘re looking at a
fully grown man. Read through Genesis 41:37-57, how are
things different for Joseph?
Here Joseph suggests that the dreams which come in pairs
are sure to be carried out by God (41:32). Given that this
proves true for Pharaoh’s dreams, (41:46-57), and was true
for the dreams of the prisoners (40:1-22), we are led expect
this to be true of Josephs dreams, way back in Genesis 37:59. How does this help us make sense of what happens in
Genesis 41? What does this bigger picture reveal about God?
Read 2 Peter 3:8-14. Given what we’ve learnt from the life
of Joseph about God’s faithfulness, patience and sovereign
control, how are we to respond?

‘As for you, you ____ ____ _______ __, but _____ ______ __
___ _____, to bring it about that _____ _____ ________ __
____ _____, as they are today.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 6
GENESIS 42:1-24

Genesis 42:1-24

How does Joseph react to seeing his brothers? Why?
How has the attitude of his brothers changed since
Genesis 37?
Read 1 Peter 2:18-25. Though he was awfully treated by his
brothers, Joseph refuses to repay evil for evil. How does he
point to Christ in this way?

‘As for you, you ____ ____ _______ __, but _____ ______ __
___ _____, to bring it about that _____ _____ ________ __
____ _____, __ ____ ___ _____.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 7
GENESIS 45:1-15

Genesis 45:1-15

What do we see here about God’s purpose throughout the
story of Joseph?
We see throughout the rest of scripture that God loves to
use unlikely means to achieve unbelievable outcomes.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 - Why does He work this way?
How does God’s ability to use unimpressive and unlikely
means give you courage?

‘As for you, you ____ ____ _______ __, but _____ ______ __
___ _____, to _____ __ _____ ____ _____ _____ ________ __
____ _____, __ ____ ___ _____.’ – Genesis 50:20

Episode 8
GENESIS 50:1-26

Genesis 50:1-26

‘As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for
good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive
as they are today.’ Reflect on how God has been at work
throughout the Joseph Story to work for the good of His
people. What does it reveal about God?
Think about how you see this again in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus. How has God proven that He works
for the good of those who love Him?
What evidence can you identify in your life of God’s
sovereign control working all things together for good?

‘__ ___ ___, ___ ____ ____ _______ __, ___ _____ ______ __
___ _____, __ _____ __ _____ ____ _____ _____ ________ __
____ _____, __ ____ ___ _____.’ – Genesis 50:20

