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Introduction to Subject Selection 
 

Dear Students and Parents 

 
Years 7 and 8 have been a time to enable students to settle into the Middle School at Canterbury College,  

to experience a wide range of subjects and to adjust to new academic challenges.  It is now time for students 
to begin to make choices about the pathway they will follow in education. As they are about to narrow the 
range of subjects they study, students should keep their options open in order to be as well prepared as 

possible for an exciting future.   
 
Students, parents and guardians should remember that they can only make what appears to be the right  

choice at the time. All is not lost if students later feel they have made an inappropriate choice. There are 
many pathways to where we want to be.  The value to us is the learning along the way.   A wise and realistic 
choice of subjects should make a change of subjects unnecessary. However, if after the current semester 

the student is finding the subject choice inappropriate, he/she should see the Director of Curriculum to 
discuss the possibility of a subject change. 
 

Students are advised to choose subjects that they enjoy, and in which they have already been reasonably  
successful. Also, studying a range of subjects will keep open the doors to a number of careers – few early  
adolescents know precisely what career or occupation they want to follow in the next few years’ time. 

 
Academic pathways after Year 10 can be quite flexible. On one hand, students may take an academic  
course that leads to further study at university; on the other hand, students may choose a vocational course 

that incorporates starting apprenticeships, traineeships or Certificate courses while in Years 11 and 12; and 
in the middle of these two options, there are combinations of academic and vocational courses.  
 

It will not be possible to offer every subject combination. Obviously too many or too few requests for a given 
subject will present problems. Further, the College reserves the right not to offer an “uneconomic class”. 
This could mean that a particular subject is not offered at all. More importantly, it could mean that numbers  

are restricted to one class only, in which case admission could be on the basis of merit or order of receipt  
of application. If it is not possible to provide the course selected for your child you will be advised and 
helped in selecting an alternate course. 

 
This Curriculum Handbook contains information about the courses offered for Years 9 and 10. Reading and 
using it is an important part of the subject selection process.    

 
The subject selection process has been designed to be intentionally engaging and informative for all 
students.   Levies, camp charges and the like will be set by the College Board for the 2016 school year.    

The 2015 Fees and Charges Schedule (located on the College website) will be a reasonable indicator for 
2016.  Courses will be offered dependent on student numbers.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have any queries. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
MR TONY NUTT 

Dean of Middle and Senior Schools 
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Example only 

 

Middle School 
Year 9 Subject Selection Form 2016 

 
 

NAME________John Citizen__________________FORM_______8ABC_______ 
 
All students are required to study the CORE subjects – English, History, Science, Mathematics, 
Spiritual Development and Health and Physical Education.  
 

The ELECTIVE subjects are listed below. Please place a number from 1 to 5 alongside those subjects 
you wish to select (1 for the subject you most want, and 5 for the subject you least want). 
 

Please remember that you WILL STUDY THREE (3) Electives in Years 9 and 10 

    

                 

Business Education 5 

Dance  

Digital Technology  

Drama  

Food and Textiles Studies  

French  

Geography  1 

Graphics  

Industrial Technology Studies 
(Cert I Furnishings) 

2 

Japanese  

Music  

Visual Art 3 

English Extension  

Science Extension 4 

Maths Extension  

  

 
NOT ALL SUBJECT COMBINATIONS ARE POSSIBLE.  

IN THE EVENT OF THIS HAPPENING, SUBJECT SELECTION OF FOUR OR FIVE MAY BE 

REQUIRED. 

 

 
I have checked the form, giving a preference from 1 to 5. All information given is accurate to the best of 
my knowledge. 

 

Signed (Parent) ______Mr & Mrs Citizen______________Date: August, 2015 
 

Signed (Student) _______John Citizen_______________Date: August, 2015 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR FORM TEACHER BY 
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Business Education (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Gemma Cardillo 

 

General Information 

 
Business Education focuses on the role of the Australian economy in allocating and distributing resources,  
and participation in the global economy. The subject uses real-life case studies and current issues to 

develop understandings, skills, abilities and attitudes about economics and business, enabling students to 
better participate in the current economic and business environment.  

 

Why study Business Education? 
 
Business Education develops a basic understanding of the operations of business, consumers and 
government in our economy. It also focuses on improving the financial literacy of our students through an 
introduction to personal finance and investing.  

 
Basic competence in this subject is desirable for every student given their inevitable interaction with the 
economy and business as part of the workforce. The Federal government has also been promoting 

Enterprise Education in Australia in the 21st century. 
 

Course Content 

 
Students will examine the nature, function and operation of business in our economy through studying the 
following topics: 

 

 Role of the Australian economy 

 Roles of businesses and the government in the Australian and global economy  

 Interdependence of participants in the global economy 

 Personal finance and investing 
o ASX Sharemarket Game for Secondary Schools 

 Consumer education 

 Running a small business 

o Business planning 
o Website design and creation 
o Canterbury College ‘Market Day’ 

 Accounting and Financial Principles 
o MYOB computer software  
o Creation of Financial records 

 Marketing and Advertising 

 Sustainable Business Practices. 
 

 

Assessment 
A variety of assessment types are used in Business Education. These include:  

 Report Writing 

 Business Plans 

 Multi-modal Presentations 

 Short Response Exams 

 Preparation of Financial Statements and Records 

 Case Study Research and Essay Responses. 
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Extension English (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Simone Hartley 

 

General Information 
 
Extension English is a course which enhances and extends the skills of literary analysis taught 
in the mainstream English course.  The course is designed to further develop an interest in 
literature.  It focuses on a range of challenging texts in a range of independent and rich tasks 
and class projects.  
 

Why Study Extension English? 
 
Extension English is a course that develops the skills that are required for success in Senior 
English. 
 
Extension English is targeted at students who love watching films and reading books and want to 
spend more time studying the classics and experimenting with writing styles and skills. 
 

Recommendations 
 
To be successful in Extension English, students should have achieved at least a B in Year 8 
English. 

 
Course Content 
 

 

Year 9 Extension English 
 

Every Word Has a History! The Power of the Canon You’re the expert! What a Tragedy! 
From “Beowulf” to text-
messaging, we examine the 
amazing growth of the English 
language.  Do we really have a 
need for words such as ‘selfie’? 

The students view a range of 
films and novels of their 
choice, reflecting on whether 
some stories can really 
‘stand the test of time’. 

Horror, thriller, sci-fi: take 
your pick!  The students 
explore a literary genre of 
their choice and become the 
expert.  

We focus on Hamlet and the evil 
nature of some of literature’s 
most well-known characters. 

 
 

 

Year 10 Extension English 
 

Gothic Novels Satire Study Shakespeare’s Comedies Popular Culture and Popular 
Fiction 

Gothic novels are dark and 
dreamy and Jane Eyre is one of 
the best. There are plenty of 
others to choose from and you 
will get the opportunity to find 
one you love! 

Satire is one of the cleverest 
forms of comedy with its use 
of ridicule, sarcasm and 
irony. But, it also makes a 
serious point about society.  

Don’t forget that 
Shakespeare wrote 
comedies too! His play 
Twelfth Night is one of his 
best and has also been the 
subject of a modern film 
remake. Compare the two! 

The Outsiders changed the way 
teenagers felt about the world in 
the 1980s. Does popular fiction 
have that kind of impact 
anymore? Try to find one that 
does. 

 
Assessment 
 
In Year 9 and Year 10 Extension English, students are assessed in the following modes: oral, written and 
multimodal.  

 
Tasks will often take the form of an independent and detailed project, with opportunities for feedback and 
consultations throughout the project time. 
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Extension Mathematics (Elective) 

Curriculum Coordinator: Mr Mitchell Staples 
 
General Information 
 

The elective course “Extension Mathematics” is a two year course across Years 9 and 10. This course 
offers extended studies from the standard course with special emphasis on enhancing thinking skills 
through problem solving. 

 

Why Study Extension Mathematics? 
 

The study of Extension Mathematics is aimed at using higher order cognitive skills.  Students are 
encouraged to think critically and creatively as they will be exposed to real-life problems, some of which 
are open-ended with many possible correct solutions.  Students will be exposed to content outside the 

parameters of the current curriculum, allowing them to develop a broader range of skills and knowledge 
that will enhance their current repertoire. This extra focus on problem solving skills will provide a strong 
foundation from which to study Mathematics B and C in Years 11 and 12.  

 

Recommendations 

Students who select Extension Mathematics in Year 9 should have achieved at least a B standard in 
Year 8 Advanced Mathematics.  

 

Course Content  
Extension Mathematics will cover some interesting aspects of mathematics not normally encountered in 
class or in the standard mathematics curriculum. The focus of the course is the development of thinking 

skills through a variety of problem solving activit ies. It will encompass the application of mathematics to 
the real world and how it can be applied to man-made objects and natural phenomena.  

Examples of some topics encountered: 

- Mathematical investigations 

- Fermi problems 

- Modelling with the use of technology 

- Logic 

- Conics.  

Assessment 

Assessment will be based on examination and assignment/folio of work. It is expected that students in 

this subject will participate in various Mathematics Competitions and Olympiads during the year.  
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Extension Science (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mr James Jenkins 

 

General Information  
Extension Science is for students who have an interest and a proven ability in Science.  It is especially 
beneficial for those intending to pursue a career in a science related field or study a senior science. In this 

subject you will develop analytical and creative thinking skills, and learn about the application of scientific 
processes and techniques.  
 

Why Study Extension Science? 
By the conclusion of the course, students should be able to:  

 conduct scientific experiments and other research – this includes the ability to formulate 
questions, hypothesise, plan, manage, evaluate, refine and justify decisions made during 
investigations  

 use scientific and technological equipment – this includes the ability to safely select, adapt, apply 
and operate equipment in the laboratory and the field. 

 

Recommendations 
For entry into the Extension Science course, students need to achieve at least a B in Year 8 Science. 

They also must maintain this grade in core Science throughout Years 9 and 10.  

 
Course Content 
 

Year 9  

The course covers areas of Science not covered in the core Science course. These areas have 
significant applications in the real world. 

 Enzymes 

 EEI (Extended Experimental Investigation) on Bubbles. 

 Aerodynamics  

 Heat - Solar Oven Construction Challenge 

 Exercise Science – Incorporating the use of data logging technology. 

 Extended Research task (Choices of topics) 

 Energy and Construction Challenge 
 

Year 10 

 Sound 

 Organism Growth  

 Reactivity of Metals 

 Extended Experimental Investigation (EEI) own choice of topic  

 Space Exploration 

 Science Show 

 Electronics / Robotics 

 Nano Technology 
Practical investigations may be entered into various science competitions such as the Crest awards. 
Extended practical investigations will involve gathering and analysis of data obtained through controlled 

experiments or field observations, as well as gathering and analysis of secondary research data 
 

Assessment 
Students participate in and complete a variety of assessment pieces throughout the course. These include:  

 Practical Investigations 

 Written tasks 

 Research tasks 

 Student Presentations 

 Class discussions, classroom activities and on-going class work 

 Construction tasks 

 Competition entries 
 

Learning outcomes are identified in each task and these are known and discussed with our students in 
detail. Criteria sheets are used to assess and evaluate a student’s ability to reach these learning outcomes 
using an A-E scale, which is also reflected on our end of semester written reports. 
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Dance (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Miss Hayley Brown 

 

General Information 
 
The study of Dance allows students to develop their skills in choreographing, performing and appreciating 
a wide variety of dance genres and styles. The study of dance promotes self-confidence, an ability to 

think creatively, communicate ideas to peers and recall learnt phrases.   
 

Why Study Dance? 
 
Dance is great opportunity for students to be physically active whilst learning higher order thinking skills 
such as analysing, evaluating and designing to produce unique and exciting dance works.   

Extension opportunities are offered through our extensive extra-curricular dance program and excursions 
to view live professional dance works. Students will be given opportunities to perform to public audiences 
as part of the assessment program.    

 

Recommendations 
 

Dance is suited to students who enjoy physical activity and are willing to perform in front of peer and public  
audiences.  Students who are creative, work well in groups and have an interest in experimenting with a 
variety of dance styles would be well-matched to this subject. 

 

Course Content 
 

The course has various focus units which centre on a specific dance style or idea to develop the following 
key skills: 
 

Dance Appreciation: Through analysis of professional and peer dance works students learn to interpret 
and critically evaluate art.  Students learn dance specific language and employ extended writing skills to 
explore the social, ritual and artistic functions of dance.   

Creating Dances: Students learn the choreographic and structural devices required to create an effective 
piece of dance and develop creative ways to respond to stimulus in the creation of original movement.   
Performance Skill: Students focus on developing basic dance performance techniques in Contemporary, 

Jazz, Musical Theatre and Hip Hop dance styles.  Through active participation in practical dance classes, 
students are given an opportunity to further develop their strength, flexibility, musicality and coordination.  
Multiple performance opportunities allow students to develop greater confidence in front of a group.   

 

Assessment 
 

Skills developed throughout the course are assessed within three dimensions.  All three areas are weighted 
equally. 
 

Choreography: The creation of Dance.  Student-devised Dance is either improvised or developed     
through work-shopping.  Choreography tasks are practical tasks, performed as a group.  

 

Performance: The presentation of technical and performance skills learnt through teacher devised     and 
student devised pieces, both individually and as a group. 

Appreciation: The analysis of professional and peer dance works.  Appreciating tasks are sometimes 

presented orally, but usually take the form of a written analytical response.  
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Drama (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mr Matthew Kopelke 

 

General Information 
 
Drama is a practical subject designed to offer students a chance to engage with a variety of performance 
styles to explore issues relevant to them as young people in society. Students will learn not only how to be 

a competent performer in front of others, but also how Drama can be used to shape and change the world 
in which they live in. 
 

Why Study Drama? 
 
Like all of the Arts, Drama has a deep impact on the academic success of the student. The study of Drama 

not only teaches acting skills required for the stage and screen, but skills that can be transferred to all areas 
of life and study. It teaches the students responsibility, concentration, co-operation, memory skills, 
discipline, and self-control. It develops self-confidence, public speaking skills, and leadership skills – all 

areas highly valued in other subjects whilst at school.  
 
Consequently, Drama appeals to a wide range of students, including those who pursue it with a view to 

leisure activities, skills they may transfer to their social lives or future employment, as well as many who 
may actively seek a career in the Arts. 
 

Recommendations 
 
Drama should be studied by students with a love of performing, and by those willing to take a creative risk 

in front of an audience of their peers and the wider College community. 
 

Course Content 
 
The aim of Drama is to encourage students to express their ideas creatively, and develop performance 
techniques. Students will actively engage in a variety of activities which will explore all element s of Drama 

including: improvisation, extended role play, student devised drama, non-verbal communication, directing,  
public speaking, characterisation, creative movement, and scripted text. Unit topics include:  

 The Elements of Drama, Improvisation and Theatresports 

 Mime and Movement, Comedy and Clowning 

 Contemporary Australian Drama 

 Documentary and Collage Drama 
 

Assessment  
 
Skills developed throughout the Drama course are assessed within the three dimensions of Forming,  

Presenting and Responding. All three areas are weighted equally and students need to complete both the 
practical and written dimensions of the course.   

 Forming - The creation of Drama. Forming tasks can be written or practical, completed individually  

or in groups. The most common tasks are improvisation and script writing.  

 Presenting – The performance of Drama. Presenting tasks are the physical performance of student-
devised or scripted Drama, either in groups or as individuals.  

 Responding - The analysis of Drama. Responding tasks analyse dramatic action, which may 

include another group’s performances, films or live theatre. Responding tasks are sometimes  
presented orally, but usually take the form of a written response.  
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Food And Textiles Studies (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Caroline Diprose 

 

General Information 
Food and Textiles Studies brings together theoretical understandings and practical applications related to 
food and nutrition, living and work environments, family development, and textiles production. Students 

studying this course will develop a variety of higher order thinking skills including investigating, analysing, 
creating, producing and reflecting skills. Through hands-on learning experiences, this course aims to 
develop creativity and practical life skills by challenging students to:  
 

 Develop and produce products that respond to a need, want or environment.  

 Apply sustainable practices that use information, materials and systems to enhance health and 

wellbeing.  

 Consider appropriateness of materials and contexts when making decisions.  
 

Course Content 
Students will complete the following Food and Textiles units:  

 
Year 9: 
Food and Nutrition:  

 Unit 1:  Nutrition throughout the Lifespan  

 Unit 2: Health promotion within Society  

 

These units cover the basic food preparation skills that allow students to manage the materials and time 
required to produce a range of nutritious dishes. A study of essential dietary vitamins and minerals is 

conducted throughout these units to reinforce the concept of healthy eating and to assist students to 
make informed decisions regarding a healthy diet.  
 

Textiles Production:  
 Unit 1: The Fashion Designer  

 Unit 2: Toy Shop  

These units cover more advanced sewing and applied design skills to produce personalised garments 
and plush toys. Students will cover colour theory and fabric dyeing techniques, commercial pattern 
reading, over-locking, hand embroidery and various embellishment techniques.  A study of the modern 

textiles industry is also carried out to give the students the underpinning knowledge required to complete 
these design briefs.  
 

Assessment: 
Students will be required to complete the following assessment tasks to demonstrate their learning: 

Research Projects, Examinations, Practical Journals, Presentations and Practical Demonstrations.  
 

Year 10: 
 

Food and Textiles Studies turns its focus to work environments during year 10 as students are enrolled in 
their Certificate I in Hospitality. This course aims to equip students with practical skills surround food and 
beverage service, customer service, and interpersonal skills that they can apply while working in the 

Hospitality industry.  
Students will undertake SIT10213: Certificate I in Hospitality which comprises the following units of 
competency: 
 

         SITXWHS101- Participate in safe w ork practices 
         SITHFAB203-Prepare and serve non-alcoholic 

beverages 

         SITXFSA101- Use hygienic practices for food safety          SITXCCS101-Provide information and assistance 

         BSBWOR203B- Work effectively with others          SITXCOM201- Show  social and cultural sensitivity 

         SITHCCC102- Prepare simple dishes   
 

Assessment: 
Students will be required to complete the following assessment tasks to demonstrate their competency in 

Function-based observations, practical demonstrations, research projects, and online learning modules.  
Students must participate in at least one external function during the year to be deemed 
competent. 
 

While the Certificate I in Hospitality is not a prerequisite for students wishing to take Hospitality or Events 

and Tourism in Years 11 & 12, it is beneficial for students who wish to undertake these certificates.  
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Geography (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Gemma Cardillo 

 
General Information 
 

Geography integrates the natural sciences, social sciences and humanities to build a holistic understanding 
of the world.  Students learn to question why the world is the way it is, reflect on their relationships with and 

responsibilities for that world, and propose actions designed to shape a socially just and sustainable future.    
 

Why Study Geography? 
 

Geography provides skills that can be applied in everyday life and at work. It teaches them to respond to 
questions critically, plan an inquiry, collect, evaluate, and interpret information, and suggest responses to 
what they have learned.  They conduct fieldwork, map and interpret data and spatial distributions, and use 

spatial technologies. Students develop a wide range of skills including information and communication 
technology skills, an appreciation of different perspectives, an understanding of ethics, a capacity for 
teamwork and an ability to think critically and creatively.  

 

Course Content 
 

The Geography program at Canterbury College is based on the Australian Curriculum. It aims to ensure 

that students develop:  
 

 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and environments  
throughout the world 

 a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, the Asia region and the world 

 the capacity to be competent, critical and creative thinker 

 as active citizens who can contribute to the development of an environmentally and economically  
sustainable, and socially just world. 

 
The course will look at a variety of local and global issues, and students will be expected to develop an 
awareness of what is happening in the world today, and why. The specific topics studied are diverse in 

nature but can include: 
 

Year 9: 

 Biomes and Food Security  

 Geographies of Interconnections  
 

Year 10:  
 Environmental Change and Management  

 Geographies of Human Wellbeing  
 

 

 
 
 

 
Assessment 
A variety of assessment techniques are used in Geography. Assessment may take the form of practical 
skills tasks, field trip reports, response to stimulus examinations, and short answer responses.  
 

Field Trips 
The study of Geography will involve a compulsory fieldwork component, where students are expected to 
collect, interpret, analyse and present information from their own observations and fieldwork.  
 

 

 
  

 
Year 9 Geography students investigating 
rainforest features in Springbrook  

National Park 
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Graphics (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Alana Patterson 

 

General Information  

 
Communication skills are considered fundamentally important to students preparing for both everyday life 
and future. Graphics, which develops visual communication, is seen as an important contributor to the 
whole communication picture.  

 
The ability to communicate effectively is an essential requirement in every field of endeavour and often our 
communication requirements are inadequately served by the spoken and written word. Drawings, sketches, 

diagrams and coloured illustrations are often needed to enable clear and efficient communication.  Thus 
graphical communication is used either as a supplement to the written or spoken word, or as a replacement 
of it. 

 

Why Study Graphics? 

 
Graphics contributes significantly to students’ technological literacy and specifically, to the communication,  

analytical and problem-solving skills of students regardless of their educational or vocational aspirations.  
While promoting effective communicat ion in graphical forms overall, this course of study develops students’ 
abilities to investigate, analyse, ideate, produce, and evaluate. 

 
Course Content 
 
Students will investigate and create the following graphical aspects:  

 2 Dimensional and 3 Dimensional drawings 

 Developments 

 Geometrical Constructions  

 Diagrams and Charts 

 Symbols and Logos 

 Architectural Drawings 

 Computer Aided Drawing Methods & Programs 

 
Within these aspects students will participate in model making, monogram design, package design, house  
design, creation of presentation posters, and detailed drawings for specific products (e.g. toothbrush).   

Students are required to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of these communication devices,  
and create drawings using correct drafting skills, precision and neatness. 
 

Assessment 
 
Students are assessed using three (3) Criteria. These are:- 

  

 Criteria 1 – Knowledge and Understanding  
This criterion assesses student’s knowledge of the fundamental aspects of the Graphics program 

and includes the underlying principles of Graphics.  

 Criteria 2 – Applies Process  
This criterion assesses the student’s ability to apply their learned knowledge in unfamiliar situations 

and show extension in design related tasks.  This criterion also assesses any research and 
investigation components of assignment tasks.  

 Criteria 3 – Presentation Skills  
This criterion assesses the presentation of student’s work , both using manual drafting techniques 

and Computer Aided Drafting techniques.  It assesses the student’s ability to comply with Australian 
Standards and present assessment tasks in a professional and attractive manner.  

 

Students will be required to complete the following assessment tasks to demonstrate their learning 
through assignments/design folios, presentation drawings, class work folios and examinations.
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Areas of Study 
 

Year 9 

Term 1 Foundation Studies 
This unit will introduce students to the principles of Graphics, including angles, 
equipment, technique, viewing systems and geometry. 

Term 2 CAD Foundation Studies 1 – Autodesk Inventor 

This unit will introduce the students to the computer aided drafting program 
Inventor.  This program teaches students how to effectively 3D model on the 
computer.  Students will be working through exercises in a tutorial booklet to 

teach them correct methods and applications of the program. 

Term 3 Business Graphics Contextual Unit 
Students will spend the term working on an assignment where they will have to 
invent a company, and all relevant stationery, company name, logo and 

advertising.  This unit will introduce students to the concepts involved with the 
Implementation Model which is used in Senior Graphics. 

Term 4 Built Environment Contextual Unit 
Students will spend the term working on an assignment associated with beginning 

levels of architecture and house design.  Students will be taught to use the 
computer program Autodesk Revit and will be using this to draw their house.  

Year 10 

Term 1 Business Graphics Contextual Unit 
Students will spend the term working on an assignment where they will have to 

invent a company, and all relevant stationery, company name, logo and 
advertising.   

Term 2 CAD Foundation Studies 2 – Autodesk Inventor 
This unit will continue teaching the students to use the computer aided drafting 

program Inventor.  Students will be working through more complex exercises from 
the tutorial booklet to teach them correct methods and applications of the 
program. 

Term 3 Built Environment Contextual Unit 

Students will spend the term working on an assignment associated with 
intermediate levels of architecture and house design.  Students will be continuing 
to use the computer program Autodesk Revit and will be using this to draw their 

building. 

Term 4 Production Graphics Contextual Unit 
Using their knowledge of Inventor, students will be required to draw items 
containing multiple components and then assemble these items.  Beginning level 

animation of objects will be included in this assignment also.  
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Industrial Technology and Design 

(Certificate I in Furnishing Elective) 
 Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Alana Patterson 

 
General Information 

 
Industrial Technology and Design involves the study of the craft of designing and creating products using 
contemporary materials, tools, equipment, processes and techniques when meeting practical human 

needs and wants.  Industrial Technology and Design combines theoretical understandings about the world 
humans have shaped for themselves with practical experiences. Understandings of the appropriateness 
of products, as well as the social, ethical and environmental issues pertaining to material use and disposal 

and safety are included within the scope of Industrial Technology and Design.  
 
Industrial Technology and Design is a subject for all students, of all aspirations, and all abilities. Students 

in this subject develop a better understanding of the way people operate in a post -industrialised society, 
enabling them to make responsible, informed decisions about utilisation of the products and services they 
will buy, use, build, develop or implement each day. 

 
Why Study Industrial Technology and Design? 

 
Industrial Technology and Design provides students with skills, knowledge and understandings that can 
assist in obtaining both trade and professional employment. Students learn about some basic industry 

skills but Industrial Technology and Design also enhances effectiveness as potential professionals  
including architects, engineers, health care professionals, real-estate consultants, interior decorators and 
designers, graphical designers, teachers, business managers and lawyers.  

 
In Industrial Technology and Design students are encouraged in learning how to lead their own learning 
and to make links with other curriculum areas. Students will exercise initiative and creativity, work in teams 

or independently and develop project management skills whilst developing and making solutions to 
practical problems. 

 

Course Content 
 
This course is now being offered to students as a Vocational Education and Training (VET) subject 

which we are offering in conjunction with Skills Tech, a division of TAFE Qld.  Students will study a 
range of topics which will include Industrial Technology foundations, design focused projects and also 
set competencies within the course across the 2 years of Years 9 and 10.  At the end of the course, 

students who have completed all relevant competencies will receive a certificate of attainment and will 
have a formal trade qualification of Certificate 1 in Furnishing.   
 

Students will be learning traditional skills involving the use of hand held tools and timber joining 
methods in order to produce items of furniture and learn about important aspects of the furnishing 
industry.  Students will also be exposed to the design process as used within Technology Studies to 

give them the most informed pathway towards their senior subject selections.  
 
Students choosing to study this course will need to complete enrollment paperwork with Skills Tech 

which will allow them to access theory materials via the Skills Tech website and this will form a portion 
of our assessment for the students. 
 

This new offering has increased expectations for Literacy and Numeracy within the subject of ITD and 
this will be assessed in the form of theory exams and assignments which will be completed in class time 
across the course. 
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Assessment 
 
Students will now be assessed using competency-based assessment.  All theoretical work and practical 
projects will be marked on the ability of the student to complete the specified task to the required 

standard. 
 
Upon completion of a unit of competency, students will we awarded with a level of ‘Competent’ on their 

report card.  If the unit is not yet complete, the report card will read ‘Working towards Competency. 
 
Structure of the course will be as follows:- 

 

Year 9 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Practical Project – eg 
Pencil Case and Tool 
Box 

Practical Project – eg 
Mantle Clock 

Technology Studies 
Design Focus Term – 
eg. Design a 

Mechanical Vehicle 

Technology Studies 
Design Focus Term – 
eg. Design an I pod 

Dock 

Year 10 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Cert I Furnishing Focus 
– eg. Jewellery Box 

Cert I Furnishing Focus 
– eg. Folding Tray 
Table 

Cert I Furnishing Focus 
– eg. Child’s Toy 

Theory Unit 
Practical Unit – eg 
Injection Moulding 

 

Please note: Practical units may change with the introduction of new projects in order to keep the 
subject relevant and interesting. 
 

During Theory units, students will be timetabled into computer labs and will be working with their 
teachers on industry related theory work. 
 

During Practical units, students will be in a workshop and using tools and equipment to construct 
projects.  These projects will consist of furniture industry standard jointing and production processes 
and techniques. 

 
During the Technology Studies Design Focus unit, students will be learning about the design process 
and then producing articles which they have designed and planned to suit a situation.  

 

Senior Subject Options 
 
In Years 11 and 12, the ITD department offers 3 practical options to our students.  These are: - 
 
NON OP Subjects 

 
Certificate II in Furniture Making – a VET subject which continues on from the learning’s of Years 9 
and 10. 

Certificate I in General Construction – a VET subject which focuses on the construction industry. 
 
OP Subject 

 
Technology Studies – A design based subject which allows students to design and produce objects of 
their own choice which align with a supplied situation or need. 
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Digital Technology (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Alana Patterson 

 
General Information 
Digital Technology is a course that concentrates on the use of computers as a communication tool. It 
focuses on standard data management issues as well as publishing and communicat ing using many of 

the standard software packages that are available in industry. The use and applications of File 
Management, Internet, Email, Communities, Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Video editing, 
Dreamweaver, and graphics work using Photoshop are all explored. Hence students can make informed 

decisions and propose, implement and evaluate solutions to tasks and projects. Integral to this is the 
clear communication of ideas, information, opinions and conclusions in a variety of formats and for a 
range of target audiences, particularly through the development of Multimedia and Web based Projects.  

In addition students will be able to gain Microsoft Certification in a number of different areas with 
these qualification contributing to the Queensland Certificate in Education (QCE).   

 

Why Study Digital Technology? 
Skills learned in this course would be very handy for completing assignments in any subject with the 

Year 10 course providing an ideal preparation for students wishing to pursue an I.T. course in Year 11 
and Year 12.  It would also certainly be beneficial for a student who is intending to move on to tertiary 
studies, external TAFE courses and obviously a variety of careers or vocations where the understanding 

and use of information communication technologies is becoming a standard skill rather than an extra 
talent.  
 

Recommendations 
There are no prior skills required for this course. In fact this course is designed for the student with 
minimal computer skills and is intended to develop essential skills that would be required of all senior 

students at Canterbury. It is also a course that will enable students who are already proficient users to 
apply and extend their knowledge.  
 

Course Content 

The topics covered in the course of study in each year are shown below. Topics may change from year 
to year depending on student’s ability, interest and relevance due to changes/development in 

technology. 

Year 9 – Computer Systems Overview, Document Production, Managing Data, Digital Still Imaging, 
Digital Video.  

Year 10 - Website Development, Multimedia Authoring, Database Development and SQL, Game 
Programming.  
 

Aims of the Course 
 

By the end of the course the students should:  

 appreciate the role of information and communication technologies in our society  

 present products that have both visual and other sensory appeal to the target audience  

 have the ability to choose the most appropriate information communication technology to 
develop a solution to a task.  

 gain Microsoft certifications in some areas/products 
 

Assessment 
The assessment items will include a series of tasks including projects/assignments each term using the 

combination of skills developed during the Term. The students will have access to the College 
computers to complete all of their class work and tasks. This work will need to be presented in the 
correct directory or folder structures on the network as well as being printed when required.  
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Music (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Dr Katrina Peddell 

 

General Information 
 
Music holds a significant and special place in the everyday life of all cultures and societies. It forms the 

basis of our interaction with others in a myriad of social occasions; it is a source of entertainment and it is 
recognised throughout the world as an effective mode of communicating emotion and feelings.  
  

Why Study Music? 
 
When students study music they gain a deeper level of knowledge, understanding and actively participate 
in music making.  This may support them in maintaining a lifelong engagement with music as an art form 
and as a means of creative, artistic and emotional expression.  

 

Course Content 
 
The aim of Years 9 and 10 Music are to encourage students to experience and appreciate a wide range 
of musical styles through listening, performing and composing. There is an emphasis on practical work  
throughout the course and students are introduced to music technology when they learn how to notate 

and arrange their compositions using the computer software, Sibelius.   

 
Unit topics may include: 

 Music of the Masters 

 World Music 

 Jazz and Blues 

 Music and Meaning: Protest Through Popular Song. 

 
Making in Music involves active listening, imitating, improvising, composing, arranging, conducting,  
singing, playing, comparing and contrasting, refining, interpreting, recording and notating, practising, 

rehearsing, presenting and performing. 
 
Responding in Music involves students being audience members listening to, enjoying, reflecting,  

analysing, appreciating and evaluating their own and others’ musical works.  

 
When making and responding, students’ musical skills are best developed through activities which 
integrate the techniques and processes of music: listening, composing and performing.  
 

 Listening is the process through which music is experienced and learnt. This includes listening 
to, analysing and comparing a range of music. 

 Composing is a broad term for creating original music. In the classroom this involves 

improvising, organising musical ideas, creating accompaniment patterns, and arranging and 
writing original works, either individually or collaboratively.  

 Performing involves playing instruments, singing or manipulating sound using technology, 
either as an individual or ensemble member. This includes learning songs, instrumental pieces, 

accompaniments, and works composed by self and others. Audiences can include the teac her, 
peers in class, the wider College community and public audiences. 
 

These learning experiences are supported by additional activities including learning and creating notation 
to record and communicate musical ideas; reading, writing and interpreting a range of terminology,  
notation and scores; making audio recordings of compositions and performances using technology; and 

developing skills and techniques to discuss their own music and the music of others.  

 

Assessment 
 
Making in Music and Responding in Music form the basis of all assessment.  Specific areas assessed are 

listening, composing and performing.  
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Extension Opportunities 

 
As music is a creative and individual process, there are many opportunities available for extension, 
including: 

 

 More challenging assessment opportunities, particularly in the areas of composing and 
performing.  Emphasis is always placed on matching assessment outcomes with a student’s 

individual ability and talent 

 The study of a musical instrument.  Tuition on all mainstream musical instruments is offered at 
Canterbury College.  Students wishing to sit examinations on their chosen instrument may do 
so through the Australian Music Examinations Board (AMEB) or other such associations  

 Participation in the Extracurricular Music Program ensembles that include bands, orchestras, 
choirs, chamber ensembles and full Musical Theatre productions.  

 

Recommendations 
 
The ability to play a musical instrument, though advantageous, is not a requirement for the Year 9 and 
10 Music course.   

 

Excursions 
 
Music is a performance art and students should have the opportunity to experience the highest calibre of 

musical performance.  Year 9 and 10 Music students may have the opportunity to attend professional 
performances in quality venues.  Previous excursions have included orchestral concerts by the 
Queensland Orchestra and music workshops at the University of Queensland.   

 

 

           
 
  Composing      Performing 
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French (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Sarah Bakanay 

 
General Information 
 
Learning another language extends, diversifies and enriches the language student’s way of thinking.  It 
helps to establish intellectual discipline and systematic study habits. These habits are characterised by 
effective planning and organisation, incorporating processes of self-management and self-monitoring.  

 
Because the students need to reorganise their thinking to accommodate the structure of the other 
language, they develop cognitive flexibility and problem-solving ability which can be applied not only when 

problems and solutions are clearly evident, but also when critical thinking and creative approaches are 
required.  

 

Why study French? 
 
French is a valuable language for Australians to learn. 

 

 A proficiency in French gives access to the living and working language of hundreds of millions of 
people around the world as it is the first or second language spoken and understood in more than 50 

countries. It is spoken in Europe, North America, South America, the Caribbean, Africa, South-East 
Asia, and the Pacific region. 

 French is an official working language of the United Nations Organisation, UNESCO, NATO, the 
OECD, the International Olympic Committee, the Council of Europe, and the European Community. It 

plays a substantial role in international areas of law and diplomacy and is the dominant working 
language at the European Court of Justice. It is the major language of international humanitarian 
organisations such as the International Red Cross and Médecins sans Frontières.  

 The presence and continuing influence of the French people is evident throughout the world, and for 
Australians who wish to participate effectively in global affairs, commerce, the arts, sciences and 
technology, a knowledge and understanding of the French language and culture is of s ignificant  

advantage. 

 France continues to be one of the most important economic powers and a world leader in aeronautics,  
computing, medicine, telecommunications, engineering, mining, electronics and scientific research in 

the fields of genetics, high-energy physics and nuclear fusion. Professionals and researchers in these 
areas benefit directly from a working knowledge of French. 

 France remains the world’s most frequently visited tourist destination. In addition, tourism to the South 
Pacific, in particular New Caledonia and Vanuatu, continues to expand.  

 French and English are closely related. Both belong to the Indo-European family of languages. French 
is linguistically close to English, making it a very “learnable” language.  

 

 
Assessment 
 
Assessment for Languages is described under the four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing, which are grouped under the one strand of communication. Each macro skill is formally assessed 

at least once each semester, in class time. There are no assignments contributing to summative 
assessment in Languages. 
 

Depending on the number of interested students, every second year a trip to France is also proposed.  
 
Students in Years 9 and 10 participate in Assessment of Language Competence every year for each 

language. 
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Japanese (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Sarah Bakanay 

 
General Information 
 
Learning another language extends, diversifies and enriches the language student’s way of thinking.  It 
helps to establish intellectual discipline and systematic study habits. These habits are characterised by 
effective planning and organisation, incorporating processes of self-management and self-monitoring.  

 
Because the students need to reorganise their thinking to accommodate the structure of the other 
language, they develop cognitive flexibility and problem-solving ability which can be applied not only when 

problems and solutions are clearly evident, but also when critical thinking and creative approaches are 
required.  
 

Why study Japanese? 
 
For Australia, the countries of the Asian region are of critical importance. They are our closest neighbours  

and major trading partners. They represent the cultural heritage of a growing number of Australians, and 
their rich traditional and contemporary cultures provide opportunities for our social, creative and 
intellectual development.  

 
To enable students to engage with Asia, the ability to communicate in one or more As ian languages is 
seen as a necessary skill. The national policy statement also identifies the ability to interact effectively  

and confidently with Asian people within and outside of Australia, as a goal for the end of young people’s  
schooling. 
 

Japanese is a valuable language for Australians to learn. 
 

 For Queensland, the study of Japanese is especially important given the strong political and economic 
ties with Japan which have been in existence since 1896. Japanese business is closely linked to the 

prosperity of Queensland, and many Japanese have taken up residence here, contributing to a 
significant Japanese community presence.  

 Students of Japanese have the opportunity to develop language skills which will enhance their career 

prospects. Japan provides Australia with its largest overseas market, and opportunities in commerce, 
technology, law, health care, international affairs, tourism and education are available to students who 
have a knowledge and understanding of Japanese language and culture.  

 Each year many Queensland students visit Japan on short-term and long-term exchanges. Australia 
has become a popular holiday destination for Japanese tourists and is also attracting a large number 
of Japanese students wishing to study here. 

 Learning Japanese opens a whole new way of reading and writing and brings students into contact 
with ancient traditions reflected in the unique use of a variety of character-based scripts.  

 

Assessment 

 
Assessment for Languages is described under the four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing, which are grouped under the one strand of communication. Each macro skill is formally assessed 
at least once each Semester, in class time. There are no assignments contributing to summative 
assessment in Languages. 

 
Depending on the number of interested students, a visit to a traditional Japanese restaurant is offered in 
Year 10. Every second year a trip to Japan is also proposed.  

 
Students in Years 9 and 10 participate in Assessment of Language Competence every year for each 
language. 
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Visual Art (Elective) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Ms Suzi Bennett 

 

General Information 
 
Visual Art students learn to make and study works of Art.  Students express their ideas, thoughts and 

feelings through the creation of images and objects. Their capacity to make innovative and skilful artworks 
is developed. Furthermore, students’ literacy skills are enhanced by the study of and response to relevant  
art works.   
 

Why Study Visual Art? 
 
Visual Art is a preparation for life. We are living in an increasingly visual world in which the ability to think 
creatively and flexibly is very important. Visual Art emphasizes these skills along with the development of 

social and personal skills that promote confidence, cooperation, responsibility and an informed lifelong 
enjoyment of Visual Art. 
 

Course Content 
 

The media areas in Year 9 and 
10 are:  

Units can come under the headings of, but are not exclusive to:  
 

 Painting 

 Drawing 
 Ceramics/Sculpture 
 Printmaking. 

 

 Developing 

Observational 

Drawing Skills 

 Indigenous Art 

 Ceramic Vessels  

 Mixed Media 

Drawings 

 Fauvist Paintings 

 Gothic Architecture 

and Gargoyles 

 Pop Art 

Printmaking. 

 

Extension Opportunities 
 

All units of work are designed to incorporate extension opportunities into lessons. Students are also given 
opportunities to take part in gifted and talented workshops such as those offered in the Arts Academy 
and Art Studio extracurricular activities. Students are encouraged to enter their own work in exhibitions 
and competitions throughout the year. 
 

Assessment 
 
Students’ work will be assessed using the following outcomes:  
 

Making Artworks: 

 Creating Images and Objects – students make images to express personal responses to their 
ideas. Students also research and experiment with ideas, documenting these in their visual diary  

 Presenting Images and Objects - students display interpretive and technical skills through the 
effective presentation of their artwork.  
 

Appraising Art Works: 

 Students display Knowledge and Understanding of art concepts, facts and processes 

 Responding to and Reflecting on Images and objects – students research and evaluate their 

own images and objects plus those of Australian and overseas artists from a variety of historical 

and contemporary contexts 

 Students will also be required to document their work in a Visual Diary each term for 
assessment. 

 

Equipment 
Students are required to bring to every class their  A4 Visual Diary, a 2B and 4B pencil plus a 0.4mm 
black fineline felt pen (Artline or similar). 
 

Excursions 
Students are informed of current exhibitions and competitions and are encouraged to visit art galleries.  

Formal College excursions are arranged if exhibitions link to appropriate learning opportunities for Year 
10 students. 
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English (Compulsory) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Simone Hartley 

 
General Information 
 
English is a subject which teaches students to become confident, effective and critical users of language 
and texts.  Our Year 9 and Year 10 English course focuses on a range of classic and contemporary  

literature to develop basic literacy and thinking skills.  
 

“The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians.” 

(Australian Curriculum; English Rationale) 

 
Recommendations 
 
English is a compulsory subject for students in Year 9 and Year 10.  

 

Course Overview 
 

 

Year 9 English 
 

Representations of 
Australia in Media Texts 

The Writers’ Workshop 
and War Poetry Study 

Narrative Study An Introduction to 
Shakespeare’s Plays 

The students develop skills 
in analysing written and 
visual texts and their 
representation of Australia. 

The students develop skills  
in analysing poetry and a 
range of language devices. 

The students explore a 
class-set novel and its 
structure, themes and style. 

The students explore 
the worlds created in 
some of Shakespeare’s 
tragedies and develop 
an appreciation for play 
texts and verse. 

 
 

 

Year 10 English 
 

Novel Study Shakespeare Autobiographical Texts Documentaries 
Students read a 
contemporary novel to 
explore the characters and 
themes, and to examine to 
what extent they can relate 
to the story. 

A study of Romeo and Juliet 
and whether or not it is a 
play about love or a play 
about poor choices. 

Students explore a range of 
autobiographical texts 
including Mao’s Last Dancer 
to examine ways that people 
tell their stories. 

A unit that explores the 
ways documentaries 
influence the opinions 
of viewers through a 
range of techniques. 

 
Assessment 
 
In Year 9 and Year 10 English, students are assessed in the following modes: oral, written and multimodal.   
 

Assessment will be completed in a range of conditions:  

 Open conditions: prior notice of question, access to drafting advice and consultations;  

 Supervised conditions: examination style of assessment, time, prior notice of topic and/or access 

to resources are controlled.  
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History (Compulsory) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Gemma Cardillo 

 

General Information 
 
History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students’ curiosity and imagination.  

It promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and developments that have shaped 
humanity from earliest times. 

 

Why Study History? 
 
At Canterbury College, the purpose of History is to inquire into past human experiences in order to better 
understand the present.  Not only do students gain an understanding of major events and concepts but 
they also develop the skills of independent inquiry and argument.  

 
Course Content 
 
The History program at Canterbury College is based on the Australian Curriculum. It aims to ensure that 
students develop:  

 interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work, including their 

capacity and willingness to be informed and active citizens  

 knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces that shape societies, 
including Australian society  

 understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause 
and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability  

 capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of sources, and 
in explanation and communication.  

The History content follows a general chronological sequence and builds on the Middle Ages content 
covered in Year 8. The depth studies in Years 9 and 10 include:  

 
Year 9 – The Making of the Modern World (1750-1918) 

   Making a Better World? – The Industrial Revolution  

   Australia and Asia – Making a Nation 

   World War I 
 

Year 10 – The Modern World and Australia (1918 to the Present) 

 World War II   

 Rights and Freedoms  

 Popular Culture   
 

Assessment 
Students will complete a variety of assessment types each year. These will consist of research 
assignments, response to stimulus tests, and essay responses.  

 

Excursions 
Students will have the opportunity to attend excursions over the two year course.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Year 9 History students at the Ipswich Railway Museum 

 

 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=concepts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=evidence
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=continuity+and+change
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=cause+and+effect
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=cause+and+effect
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=empathy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=significance
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=contestability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=historical+inquiry
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Health and Physical Education (Compulsory) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Tracey Clarke 

 

General Information 
 

Health and Physical Education promotes the development of student knowledge, processes, skills and 
attitudes necessary to make informed decisions, take action, and advocate in order to enhance:  

 personal and community health, especially as it relates to food and nutrition, and personal safety  

 movement skills, physical performance and fitness 

 personal development, and in particular identity, interpersonal relationships and resilience.  
 

Course Content 
The Health and Physical Education subject focuses on: 
 

 Promoting health of individuals and communities 
Students examine recommendations for health, including dietary guidelines and drug policies, to make 
informed decisions. They consider the interplay between health, social and emotional pressures 

experienced in adolescence. Students advocate change by making plans to challenge societal st ructures 
and environments that impact on health.  

 Enhancing physical performance and fitness 

Students evaluate strategies and concepts to enhance their physical performance and fitness. They 
transfer skills to different situations and are cognisant of the personal and social influences on their 
participation. Students participate in a variety of performance activities which may include activities such 

as lacrosse, hockey, gymnastics, fitness training, athletics, AFL, gaelic football, cricket and dance.    

 Enhancing personal development 
Students consider the beliefs, values, attitudes and behaviours that impact on identity and relationships,  
including sexual relationships. They develop skills to cope effectively with challenges and conflicts, 

including situations associated with identity and relationships. Students analyse and take action to 
improve their communication skills. 
 

An important component of the Health related strands is a sequential and relevant Sexual Health and 
Drug Education course that develops students’ understanding of their bodies and the changes that take 
place in this crucial growth cycle.  Students are also encouraged to develop positive strategies in 

dealing with peer group and external pressure. 

 

Assessment 
 
Students will be assessed on the following elements: 

 Acquiring (skills and knowledge) 

 Applying (strategies and processes). 
 
Evidence of demonstrations of learning outcomes will be drawn from ongoing observations of 

performance and from written assessment tasks specifically designed to allow students to demonstrate 
learning outcomes. 
 

Written instruments include: 

 Evaluations of personal health issues and health issues within the community  

 Analysing personal training programmes utilising supporting journal documents  

 Research and analysis of health and personal development concepts  

 Examinations. 
 
Performance instruments for practical assessment include: 

 Open closed drill observations 

 Modified games 

 Competition scenarios 

 Participation 

 Sportsmanship 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/free-sports-clipart-animated&ei=_EBJVb7-AeGNmwW41IHIAw&bvm=bv.92291466,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNEDMlUOBNmf2Y_JpnCfPsNzi_fjRw&ust=1430950507226127
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Mathematics (Compulsory) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mr Mitchell Staples 

 

General Information 
 
Mathematics in Year 9 starts the pathway to senior mathematics. Core and advanced classes are 

implemented and students in the respective courses work through the skills necessary for success in 
their future years of mathematics at the College.  
 

 
                                       11/12  

                                        Prevocational Maths 

 
 
     9 Core Math                10 General Maths 

 
         11/12 

           Mathematics A 

   
      
 

 
 
          11/12 

                Mathematics A    
    
 

 
 
  9 Advanced Maths   10 Advanced Maths                    11/12  

                Mathematics B 
 
 

       11/12 
                        Mathematics B and C 
 

 
 

Course content 
 
All students study Core Mathematics as outlined in the Australian Curriculum. Those students in the 
Advanced Maths course will study each topic to a greater depth.  

 

Prerequisite 
 

In order to have every chance of success in the Advanced Maths course, students are expected to gain 
at least a B grade in Year 8 Core Mathematics. 
 

Assessment 
 
All students, irrespective of course, will sit a common Core Mathematics exam. Those students studying 

the advanced course will also sit an additional Advanced Mathematics exam.  
 
All Year 9 students sit two non-calculator tests from the Mathsmate series each term which contribute to 

their final grade in Core Mathematics. 

Students are assessed under the criteria: 

 Knowledge and Procedures 

 Modelling and Problem Solving 

 Communication and Justification. 
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Science (Compulsory) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mr James Jenkins 

 

General Information 
 
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about the 

biological, physical and technological world. The knowledge it produces has proved to be a reliable 
basis for action in our personal, social and economic lives. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and 
creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our world through exploring the 

unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making predictions and solving problems. Science aims to 
understand a large number of observations in terms of a much smaller number of broad principles. 
Science knowledge is contestable and is revised, refined and extended as new evidence arises. 

 
The College Science program provides opportunities for students to achieve the Australian Curriculum 
achievement standards for Science. These are divided into 3 strands: Science Understandings, Science 

as a Human Endeavour and Science Inquiry Skills. 

 
Course Content 

Year 9 
SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2 

Scientific Inquiry Energy 

Body Systems Planet Earth - Geology 

Chemistry Planet Earth - Biology 
 

Year 10 
 

TERM 1 TERMS 2, 3 AND 4 – TRIAL OF SENIOR 
SUBJECTS 

Metals Biology 1 – Anatomy and Physiology 

Rates of reaction Biology 2 – Microbes and Disease 

Genetics Chemistry 

Evolution Biotechnology 

 Physics 

 General Science 

 Forensic and Analytical Chemistry 

 Essential Science 
 

Extension Opportunities 
 
There are various opportunities for student enrichment in Science in Year 9 and 10. Students have the 

opportunity to enter various scientific competitions throughout the year. Extracurricular clubs give students 
the opportunity to take part in the Eureka Science video competition and the Aus tralian Youth Rocketry 
competition. Students can also work on investigations of their choice, to be entered in the CSIRO Crest 

awards. 
  
In Year 10, a trial of selected senior subjects is offered (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).  

 
Assessment 

 
Students are assessed against the Australian Curriculum achievement standards. Students are assessed 
in the strands: Science Understanding, Science as a Human Endeavour and Science Inquiry Skills.  

 
A variety of assessment methods are used. These include: written exams , online exams, laboratory  
investigations, research tasks, practical assessments, student presentations and anecdotal records.  

 
Learning outcomes are identified in each task and these are known and discussed with students in detail. 
Criteria sheets are used to assess and evaluate a student’s ability to reach these learning outcomes using 

an A-E scale, which is also reflected on our end of Semester written reports. 
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Spiritual Development (Compulsory) 
Curriculum Coordinator: Mrs Deanne Hamilton 

 

General Information 
 
Our Spiritual Development course is created to foster personal growth and to encourage students to 

develop an awareness and understanding of the spiritual nature of all aspects of life.  
 
This is reflected in the program aims: 

 

 To provide opportunities for worship, reflection and prayer 

 To foster growth in character by developing values and character traits that will serve t he 

individual and the community 

 To foster an understanding of the Bible, Christian beliefs and ethics  

 To develop inquiring and flexible minds and an attitude to life that involves a positive self-concept  

 To foster an understanding of other world religions and a respect for other people’s beliefs 

 To develop a heart for justice in the world and a willingness to serve others.  

 
Course Content  
 
The Year 9 Spiritual Development Course includes units of work:  

 

 Dimensions of Self: Physical, Social, Intellectual, Emotional and Spiritual. 

 The wonder of Creation and the nature of God 

 Issues of belief including a study of Christian ethics (The Letter of James).  

 Introduction to Buddhism and worldviews 

 Film Study – The Power of One. 
 
The Year 10 Spiritual Development Course includes the following units of work: 
 

 Exploring the nature of ‘Courage’ 

 Ethics Study 

 Film Study - ‘Schindler’s List’ (focus on justice) 

 Investigating  Islam and  worldviews. 

 

 
Assessment 
 
Students complete a number of in-class activities and are encouraged to actively engage in class 

discussions. Each activity is designed to reflect on the core issues of each unit, enabling the students to 
provide their ‘voice’ to the topic.  
 

A culminating formative task is completed once per term. 
 
Formative Tasks may include: journal entry, mind map, poetry, powerpoint presentation, debate, visual 

diary, dance, play, painting, essay, PMI chart, RIQ 3-2-1 table. 
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