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Established in 1982 Hillcrest Christian College is a medium sized 
co-educational school. With an emphasis on community and 
family, we aim to provide a safe, caring and nurturing environment 
in which students can grow and learn. We are committed to the 
all-round development of students from Prep to Year 12.

The International Student Program began in 1996 and we 
continue to welcome students from all over the world. The 
International students are highly valued members of the school 
community who bring with them a range of knowledge and 
experiences that enrich our lives.

In a positive, Christian environment we aim to get to know 
the students well in order to recognise and encourage the 
development of their gifts and talents.

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about our College.

Welcome!

Choosing the right school for your child is one of the most 
significant decisions you will make.  It is important to choose 
a school that clearly provides both in its curriculum and its 
graduates the qualities that you uphold as important in your 
family. The school that you choose will have a large influence on 
your child’s future.

Hillcrest Christian College is an excellent school providing an 
outstanding academic education within a warm and caring 
community. All international students are integrated with 
Australian students into the learning environment and study side 
by side in English with resident students.  

Whilst Hillcrest has a strong academic program it is also important 
to us that each young person feels safe, secure and happy 
to enable them to reach their potential. I trust that the Hillcrest 
experience for your child will provide them with a balanced and 
strong foundation for their future. 

Mr Jeff Davis, COLLEGE Principal



The Gold Coast is the sixth largest city in Australia and one of 
the fastest growing regions in Australia. The region is served by 
two airports—Brisbane International Airport is a 60 minute drive 
north of the Gold Coast and Coolangatta International Airport is 
15-20 minute drive from the College.

Known for its beautiful beaches stretching for 57 kilometres 
along the coastline and a major tourist destination the Gold 
Coast also offers the ideal location to study. With many private 
and public schools in the region, the Gold Coast is home to 
Griffith University and Bond University with local campuses 
for Central Queensland and Southern Cross Universities. 
The University of Queensland, Griffith University and the 
Queensland University of Technology are located in Brisbane 
approximately one hour drive north of the Gold Coast. 

The Gold Coast has a comfortable sub-tropical climate which 
is enjoyable all year round. With 287 days of sunshine annually 
the temperature averages in the mid to high 20s all year round.

• Average Summer temperatures:  
19 to 29 degrees Celsius  
(66 to 83 degrees Fahrenheit)

• Average Winter temperatures: 
9 to 21 degrees Celsius  
(48 to 69 degrees Fahrenheit)

With a population of just over 510,000 people the Gold Coast 
offers the ideal location to study in a safe, medium-sized 
cosmopolitan city.

LOCATION



Hillcrest is a co-educational day school with Primary and 
Secondary schools set on the one campus. 

The school has an enrolment of over 1,000 students from Prep 
to Year 12. 

Situated in a beautiful bushland setting on the Gold Coast, 
Australia, the College is approximately one hour’s drive south 
of Brisbane. 

The College has the desire to support student development 
through the various phases of learning: 

• Early Years (Prep to Year 6)

• Middle Years (Years 7—9)

• Senior Years (Years 10—12)

International students are integrated into mainstream classes 
and supported by qualified ESL (English as a Second Language) 
staff to develop their English language skills to a level where 
they can make the most of their learning opportunities in an 
Australian classroom.

International enrolments are limited to 6% of the student 
population. 

COLLEGE STRUCTURE



Hillcrest Christian College offers an excellent level of English support 

to International students at all year levels.

At Hillcrest Christian College, ESL (English as a Second 

Language) is offered as a timetabled subject affording the 

same hours of study as mainstream subjects — 4 x 50 minute 

lessons each week in the Secondary school and 6 x 50 minute 

lessons in the Primary school.

Unlike ELICOS Colleges, where students are removed from 

mainstream English speaking students, International students 

at Hillcrest are immersed in an English speaking environment 

from their first day. This language saturation strategy improves 
the student’s listening and speaking skills at a much-increased 
rate. Upon arrival at the College, students are required to 
undertake a School English Placement Test to determine their 
English levels and placed appropriately into one of the three 
ESL classes, wherein more concentrated and specialist tuition 
is provided for them. 

Students with advanced language ability may enter the mainstream 
course without ESL support. The aim of our ESL Program is to 
prepare and move students into the mainstream as soon as they 
are ready. To qualify for this the student would have to reach an 
IELTS 6.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ESL PROGRAM

ESL Class Entry Requirements

Primary Integration Program No pre-requisites

Junior Low Intermediate Program (ESLA) NLLIA Bandscale Level 2 (IELTS 4)

Intermediate Program (ESLB) NLLIA Bandscale Level 4 (IELTS 4.5)

Senior Advanced Program (ESLC) NLLIA Bandscale Level 5 (IELTS 5)



ISS classes provide students with a forum in which they can receive additional 
assistance with homework, assignments and exam preparation, with a view 
to them successfully fulfilling the requirements of their mainstream subjects. 
Junior and Senior ISS classes are compulsory.

ü  small group tuition

ü  individual attention

ü  assistance from mainstream teachers

ü  no additional cost

ü  3 hours per week

All courses are based on and interwoven into the existing 
mainstream courses.

primary 
• Years 1—6
• No entry pre-requisites
• Individual program
• Full integration into mainstream classes
• Safety net of assistance continues during enrolment
• Total immersion into lifestyle and culture of the school
• Quick progress to independent learning

JUNIOR 
Low Intermediate Course (ESLA)
• Years 7—9
• Entry—NLLIA Bandscale Level 2
• Range—Beginner/Elementary to Lower Intermediate
• Improve/Establish English skills for continued study in an 

Australian Education environment
• Immediate integration into mainstream classes
• Compulsory incorportation of core subjects such as Maths, 

Science, History and mainstream English

Intermediate Course (ESLB)
• Years 10/11
• Entry—NLLIA Bandscale Level 4
• Range—Intermediate to Upper Intermediate
• Strengthen English skills with a view to successful study at 

a Senior level
• Immediate integration into mainstream classes
• Compulsory incorporation of core subjects, Maths, Science, 

History and mainstream English

SENIOR 
Advanced Course (ESLC)
• Years 11/12
• Entry—NLLIA Bandscale Level 5
• Range—Upper Intermediate to Advanced
• Academic Language Development for students seeking 

tertiary entrance
• Enrolled in 5 Board subjects and eligible to sit QCS

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT (ISS) CLASSESESL PROGRAM OUTLINE



The School Visitation Program is designed to accommodate 
overseas schools wishing to send whole classes, large 
numbers or individual students for a short-term stay. 

The focus of this program is three tiered: 

• cultural experience 

• language enhancement and/or

• educational immersion 

These visits can be from two weeks for groups to one term 
for individual students.  They provide a unique Australian 
experience for overseas students. Students receive a Certificate 
of Participation at the end of their Short Term Program 
Experience.

Each short-term stay is to be negotiated on an individual school 
basis with the Director—International Student Department and 
is subject to availability and resources.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT (ISS) CLASSES SCHOOL VISITATION PROGRAM



The Early Years Programs are engaging, with children 
encouraged to learn by interactive, purposeful experiences. 
Classroom environments are stimulating, colourful, imaginative 
and expressive. 

PREP 
Prep operates in our purpose built facilities which include 
indoor and outdoor areas for three individual classes. Each 
class is fully resourced with a Core teacher and a full time Aide. 
We provide a child-centred play based environment. In this 
foundational year Prep children make the transition into reading 
and writing and develop an understanding of introductory 
mathematical concepts.

YEARS 1-6 
Each of these year levels include two mainstream classes. Each 
class has a core teacher for English, Mathematics, Science, 
History and Christian Living. 

Specialist teachers will teach the following subjects:

• Art

• Information and Computer Technology

• Music

• Physical education

• Sport

Overseas students will study ESL (English as a Second 
Language)—6 x 50 minute lessons per week at no extra cost.

Co-curricular opportunities for students offer participation in club 
activities—art, chess, choir, dance, instrumental music, speech 
and drama and a variety of sports. In Years 4—6 students 
participate in a Camp Program. Fundraising for missions and 
the community are a whole school focus.

The aim of the Middle Years program is to provide a curriculum that is 
purposeful and relevant to students while continuing to build a strong 
academic foundation for each student to excel in their Senior Secondary 
studies.

As the needs of a Year 7 student differ to those of a Year 9 student, the Middle 
Years structure is progressively redefined each year in order to assist students 
develop into independent, responsible young people with a love for learning, 
whilst providing the encouragement and support they need as they develop 
academically, emotionally, socially and spiritually.

YEARS 7, 8 & 9 SUBJECTS

Middle Years students have the opportunity to explore a variety of 
elective/enrichment subjects while developing a strong foundation in 
literacy and numeracy. Elective/enrichment subjects are designed to 
complement the academic core subjects. 

Technology has become a key learning area in schools. The skills and 
knowledge related to technology and design are incorporated into all 
core, elective and enrichment subjects.

Overseas students will study ESL (English as a Second Language)—4 x 
50 min lessons per week.

Timetabled ESL lessons will replace one enrichment/elective subject per 
term. International Student Support (ISS) classes (tutoring) are held two 
afternoons per week (2 x 1½ hours.)

There is no extra cost for ESL and ISS classes.

EARLY YEARS MIDDLE YEARS



THE Senior Secondary Years Program prepares students 
for life after school, in further education through Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) subjects or 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) subjects.  

YEAR 10
This is a preparatory year designed to form the foundation 
and direction of study in Years 11 and 12. The curriculum at 
this stage of learning progresses from general core subjects 
to more specialised subject choices in specific areas of 
interest and ability, providing a seamless transition to the 
Senior curriculum.

The core subjects of English and Maths along with four 
elective subjects (from a choice of 16) are studied over two 
semesters.  Overseas students will study ESL (English as a 
Second Language) consisting of 4 x 50 min lessons per week.  
Timetabled ESL lessons take the place of one elective subject 
per semester.  

YEARS 11 & 12
Years 11 and 12 is a two year course of study — two 
semesters studied per year.  Results achieved from the QCAA 
subjects studied in Years 11 and 12 are used to calculate an 
OP* (Overall Position). Students study six subjects in Senior 
years but to gain an OP and be eligible for university entrance 
or tertiary studies, students must study five Authority (QCAA) 
subjects over four semesters.

Graduating students, if eligible are awarded a Queensland 
Certificate of Education. 

Overseas students study 5 Authority subjects and ESL 
(English as a Second Language).

SENIOR YEARS
Compulsory 

Authority Subjects
Elective Authority 

Subjects
Non-authority

(Vocational Subjects)

• English/English 
Communication

• Maths A, B or C

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Ancient/Modern History
• Legal Studies
• Information Processing 

and Technology (IPT)
• Business 

Communications and 
Technology

• Accounting
• Physical Education
• Graphics
• Home Economics
• Technology Studies
• Visual Art
• Drama
• Music
• Film, Television & New 

Media
• Dance
• French

• Information 
Communication 
Technologies

• Hospitality

SUBJECTS

*An OP is a student’s position in a state wide rank order based on their overall achievement 
in QCAA-approved subjects. It indicates how well a student has done in comparison to all 
other OP-eligible students in Queensland and is used for tertiary entrance purposes only. 
Students are placed in one of 25 OP bands from OP1 (highest) to OP25 (lowest). 

Read more—http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/630.html



Hillcrest Christian College is committed to providing the best 

possible opportunities for our students. Our well-equipped and 

modern facilities are well maintained and continually upgraded 

as required.

Our campus has a bushland setting located on 10 peaceful 

and picturesque hectares of land. We recommend a tour to 

gain a better perspective on what we have to offer. Visitors are 

always welcome to the College.

College Facilities include:

• 2 indoor sports complexes

• 3 outdoor multi-use sports courts

• 260 seat fully equipped theatre

• Commercial grade hospitality kitchen

• Specialist teaching spaces to cover all subject areas 

• High quality grassed sports oval with athletic facilities 

• Shaded areas for passive student play

• 6 designated computer laboratories with approximately 
700 student computers

• Music, Dance and Drama studios with practice rooms and 
recording facilities 

• Art rooms with kiln 

• Science block with state of the art laboratories 

• Undercover Terrace Assembly Hall seating 600+ 

• Undercover parking

International students are encouraged to take advantage of 
all of the facilities available to them at HCC.

FACILITIES
The International Student Department is a purpose built facility consisting 
of two classrooms. Students enjoy formal and informal learning in these 
areas. There is also a kitchenette for students to heat food and office 
space for the International staff.

The International Department is housed central to the College and visitors 
can access it through its own private entrance just to the right of Main 
Reception.

An integral element of the International Student Program is the experience of 
living with an Australian family. Providing the overseas student with a safe, 
supportive and nurturing home during their enrolment is of high priority to us 
at Hillcrest Christian College.

The Homestay experience not only provides the student with a family 
environment but immerses them in the Australian culture and reinforces 
and extends the English language lessons studied at the College. 
Experience has shown that students who are immersed in the English 
language by living with an English speaking family develop their English 
language skills at an accelerated rate.

It is the College’s policy to work co-operatively with our Homestay families 
to facilitate a successful experience for both the student and family.

INTERNATIONAL

HOMESTAY



The process for enrolling a Full Fee Paying 
Overseas Student is outlined below. If an 
Education Agent is acting on your behalf, all 
correspondence will be directed to the agent. 
If you have any questions about the enrolment 
process or procedures please contact the 
Director—International Student Department 
international@hillcrest.qld.edu.au  

STEP ONE
Complete the Overseas Student Application of 
Enrolment Form

Please download at www.hillcrest.qld.edu.au 
and complete the Application of Enrolment Form, 
answering ALL QUESTIONS.

STEP TWO
Send Application Form and Application Fee

Please send the completed application form and 
necessary documents along with the Application Fee 
of $AUS100.00 to the College.

STEP THREE
Letter of Offer Issued

Once the Application Form is received with all 
necessary documents and the Application Fee 
has been received into the College bank account 
the application will be processed.  If a position is 
available and the application is successful we will 
issue a Letter of Offer.  If the student is in Australia an 
interview time will be arranged.

STEP FOUR
Payment of Fees

To confirm your acceptance of the position offered, 
the full amount stated on the Letter of Offer needs to 
have been received into the College bank account 
(details on Letter of Offer) within 4 weeks of the date 

of issue.  Please ensure all payments clearly indicate 
the student’s family name and date of birth. Tuition 
Fees must always be paid 6 months in advance. 
Please return to the College the Conditions of 
Enrolment and Formal Written Agreement signed by 
parents and student.

STEP FIVE
Confirmation of Enrolment issued

Once the full amount requested on the Letter of Offer 
has been received into the College bank account, a 
Confirmation of Enrolment (e-CoE) and Welfare Letter 
(if applicable) will be issued.  These documents will 
need to be lodged at the Australian Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship along with all necessary 
visa applications to secure the Student Visa. 

STEP SIX
Homestay Application

A Homestay Application Form will be forwarded 
for completion. Please return to the college - 
international@hillcrest.qld.edu.au. A suitable English 
speaking Homestay family will be chosen to suit the 
needs of the student.   The Homestay Provider will 
contact you/agent directly. Homestay payments are 
made directly to the homestay provider and must be 
paid 6 months in advance.

STEP SEVEN
Student’s First Day

On the student’s first day they will be participate in 
an Orientation Proram which will include an interview 
with the College Principal, sitting a School English 
Placement Test to determine the appropriate ESL 
class, purchase uniforms select subjects, receive 
their timetable and collect textbooks from the library. 
This Orientation Process will continue over the next 
couple of weeks and throughout the term as required.

APPLICATION & ENROLMENT PROCEDURES ENROLMENT APPLICATION 
PROCESS
Please ensure all necessary 
documents are attached to 
the Enrolment Application as 
incomplete forms will not be 
processed.

n  Copy of student’s passport

n  Copy of student’s visa 
documents (if available)

n  Copies of recent school 
reports spanning the last  
2 years (in English transcript)

n  Copies of English test results/
IELTS or Reports from 
Language/ELICOS schools to 
indicate the student’s language 
proficiency                                                                                            

n  Character Reference from 
School Principal 

n  Medical Certificates/Doctor’s 
Reports (if applicable)

n  Letter of Release (if applicable)

n  All sections of the Enrolment 
Application Form signed by 
both parents 

n  Conditions of Enrolment and 
Formal Written Agreement 
signed by parents and student



H I L L C R E S T  C H R I S T I A N  C O L L E G E

Director, International Student Department
21 Bridgman Drive, Reedy Creek Q 4223 

PO Box 2503, Burleigh Waters Q 4227
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