
ESL PROGRAM
Hillcrest Christian College offers an excellent level of English support to International students at all year levels.

At Hillcrest Christian College, ESL (English as a Second Language) is offered as a timetabled subject 
affording the same hours of study as mainstream subjects — 4 x 50 minute lessons each week in the 
Secondary school and 6 x 50 minute lessons in the Primary school.

Unlike ELICOS Colleges, where students are removed from mainstream English speaking students, 
International students at Hillcrest are immersed in an English speaking environment from their first 
day. This language saturation strategy improves the student’s listening and speaking skills at a much-
increased rate. Upon arrival at the College, students are required to undertake a School English 
Placement Test to determine their English levels and placed appropriately into one of the three ESL 
classes, wherein more concentrated and specialist tuition is provided for them. 

Students with advanced language ability may enter the mainstream course without ESL support. The aim of 
our ESL Program is to prepare and move students into the mainstream as soon as they are ready. To qualify 
for this the student would have to reach an IELTS 6.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

All courses are based on and interwoven into the existing mainstream courses.

primary 
• Years 1—6
• No entry pre-requisites
• Individual program
• Full integration into mainstream classes
• Safety net of assistance continues during enrolment
• Total immersion into lifestyle and culture of the school
• Quick progress to independent learning

JUNIOR 
Low Intermediate Course (ESLA)
• Years 7—9
• Entry—NLLIA Bandscale Level 2
• Range—Beginner/Elementary to Lower Intermediate
• Improve/Establish English skills for continued study in an Australian Education environment
• Immediate integration into mainstream classes
• Compulsory incorportation of core subjects such as Maths, Science, History and mainstream 

English

Intermediate Course (ESLB)
• Years 10/11
• Entry—NLLIA Bandscale Level 4
• Range—Intermediate to Upper Intermediate
• Strengthen English skills with a view to successful study at a Senior level
• Immediate integration into mainstream classes
• Compulsory incorporation of core subjects, Maths, Science, History and mainstream English

SENIOR 
Advanced Course (ESLC)
• Years 11/12
• Entry—NLLIA Bandscale Level 5
• Range—Upper Intermediate to Advanced
• Academic Language Development for students seeking tertiary entrance
• Enrolled in 5 Board subjects and eligible to sit QCS
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ENGLISH

ESL Class Entry Requirements

Primary Integration Program No pre-requisites

Junior Low Intermediate Program (ESLA) NLLIA Bandscale Level 2 (IELTS 4)

Intermediate Program (ESLB) NLLIA Bandscale Level 4 (IELTS 4.5)

Senior Advanced Program (ESLC) NLLIA Bandscale Level 5 (IELTS 5)



INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT (ISS) CLASSES
ISS classes provide students with a forum in which they can receive 
additional assistance with homework, assignments and exam 
preparation, with a view to them successfully fulfilling the requirements 
of their mainstream subjects. Junior and Senior ISS classes are 
compulsory.

ü  small group tuition

ü  individual attention

ü  assistance from mainstream teachers

ü  no additional cost

ü  3 hours per week

SCHOOL VISITATION PROGRAM
The School Visitation Program is designed to accommodate 
overseas schools wishing to send whole classes, large numbers or 
individual students for a short-term stay. 

The focus of this program is three tiered: 

• cultural experience 

• language enhancement and/or

• educational immersion 

These visits can be from two weeks for groups to one term for 
individual students.  They provide a unique Australian experience for 
overseas students. Students receive a Certificate of Participation at 
the end of their Short Term Program Experience.

Each short-term stay is to be negotiated on an individual school 
basis with the Director—International Student Department and is 
subject to availability and resources.

INTERNATIONAL
The International Student Department is a purpose built facility 
consisting of two classrooms. Students enjoy formal and informal 
learning in these areas. There is also a kitchenette for students to 
heat food and office space for the International staff.

The International Department is housed central to the College and 
visitors can access it through its own private entrance just to the right 
of Main Reception.

HOMESTAY
An integral element of the International Student Program is the experience 
of living with an Australian family. Providing the overseas student with a 
safe, supportive and nurturing home during their enrolment is of high 
priority to us at Hillcrest Christian College.

The Homestay experience not only provides the student with a 
family environment but immerses them in the Australian culture and 
reinforces and extends the English language lessons studied at the 
College. Experience has shown that students who are immersed 
in the English language by living with an English speaking family 
develop their English language skills at an accelerated rate.

It is the College’s policy to work co-operatively with our Homestay 
families to facilitate a successful experience for both the student and 
family.

APPLICATION & ENROLMENT PROCEDURES
The process for enrolling a Full Fee 
Paying Overseas Student is outlined 
below. If an Education Agent is acting 
on your behalf, all correspondence will 
be directed to the agent. If you have 
any questions about the enrolment 
process or procedures please contact 
the Director—International Student 
Department international@hillcrest.qld.
edu.au  

STEP ONE
Complete the Overseas Student 
Application of Enrolment Form
Please download at www.hillcrest.qld.
edu.au and complete the Application 
of Enrolment Form, answering ALL 
QUESTIONS.

STEP TWO
Send Application Form and Application 
Fee
Please send the completed application 
form and necessary documents along 
with the Application Fee of $AUS100.00 
to the College.

STEP THREE
Letter of Offer Issued
Once the Application Form is received 
with all necessary documents and the 
Application Fee has been received into 
the College bank account the application 
will be processed.  If a position is available 
and the application is successful we will 
issue a Letter of Offer.  If the student is 
in Australia an interview time will be 
arranged.

STEP FOUR
Payment of Fees
To confirm your acceptance of the 
position offered, the full amount stated 
on the Letter of Offer needs to have been 
received into the College bank account 
(details on Letter of Offer) within 4 weeks 
of the date of issue.  Please ensure all 
payments clearly indicate the student’s 
family name and date of birth. Tuition 
Fees must always be paid 6 months in 
advance. Please return to the College 
the Conditions of Enrolment and Formal 
Written Agreement signed by parents and 
student.

STEP FIVE
Confirmation of Enrolment issued
Once the full amount requested on the 
Letter of Offer has been received into the 
College bank account, a Confirmation 
of Enrolment (e-CoE) and Welfare Letter 
(if applicable) will be issued.  These 
documents will need to be lodged at the 
Australian Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship along with all necessary 
visa applications to secure the Student 
Visa. 

STEP SIX
Homestay Application
A Homestay Application Form will be 
forwarded for completion. Please return 
to the college - international@hillcrest.
qld.edu.au. A suitable English speaking 
Homestay family will be chosen to suit 
the needs of the student.   The Homestay 
Provider will contact you/agent directly. 
Homestay payments are made directly to 
the homestay provider and must be paid 
6 months in advance.

STEP SEVEN
Student’s First Day
On the student’s first day they will be 
participate in an Orientation Proram 
which will include an interview with 
the College Principal, sitting a School 
English Placement Test to determine 
the appropriate ESL class, purchase 
uniforms select subjects, receive their 
timetable and collect textbooks from 
the library. This Orientation Process will 
continue over the next couple of weeks 
and throughout the term as required.


