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GENERAL CAPABILITIES & CROSS CURRICULUM PRIORITIES 

GENERAL CAPABILITIES Literacy Numeracy ICT Capability Critical and Creative Thinking Ethical Understanding Personal and Social Capability Intercultural Understanding General capabilities are represented within and across the learning areas to different degrees.  

CCP Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories & cultures Asia & Australia’s engagement with Asia Sustainability Cross curriculum priorities are embedded in all learning areas. They will have a strong but varying presence depending on their relevance to the learning areas. 

ENGLISH  

LANGUAGE 

Language variation & change 
Understand that languages have different 

written and visual communication systems, 
different oral traditions and different ways of 

constructing meaning 

Language for social interaction 
Understand that successful cooperation with 

others depends on shared use of social 
conventions, including turn-taking patterns, 
and forms of address that vary according to 
the degree of formality in social situations 

Evaluative language 
Examine how evaluative language can be varied to be 

more or less forceful 

Purpose, audience & structures  
Understand how different types of texts 

vary in use of language choices, 
depending on their function and 

purpose, for example tense and types of 
sentences 

Text cohesion 
Understand that paragraphs are a key 
organisational feature of written texts 

Punctuation 
Know that word contractions are a 

feature of informal language and that 
apostrophes of contraction are used to 

signal missing letters 

Concepts of print & screen 
Identify the features of online texts that 

enhance navigation 

Sentence & clause level grammar 
Understand that a clause is a unit of grammar 

usually containing a subject and a verb and that 
these need to be in agreement 

Word level grammar 
Understand that verbs represent 

different processes (doing, thinking, 
saying, and relating) and that these 

processes are anchored in time 
through tense 

Visual language 
Identify the effect on audiences of 

techniques, for example shot size, vertical 
camera angle and layout in picture books, 

advertisements and film segments 

Vocabulary 
Learn extended and technical vocabulary 
and ways of expressing opinion including 

modal verbs and adverbs 

Alphabet & phonic knowledge 
Understand how to apply knowledge of letter-sound 

relationships, syllables, and blending and segmenting to 
fluently read and write multisyllabic words with more 

complex letter patterns 

Spelling 
Understand how to use letter-sound 
relationships and less common letter 

patterns to spell words 

Spelling 
Recognise and know how to write most 
high frequency words including some 

homophones 

Spelling 
Know how to use common prefixes and 

suffixes, and generalisations for adding a 
suffix to a base word LITERATURE 

Literature & context 
Discuss texts in which characters, events and 
settings are portrayed in different ways, and 

speculate on the authors’ reasons 

LITERACY 

Texts & contexts 
Identify the point of view in a text and 

suggest alternative points of view 

Listening & speaking interactions 
Listen to and contribute to conversations and 
discussions to share information and ideas 

and negotiate in collaborative situations 

Listening & speaking interactions 
Use interaction skills, including active listening behaviours 

and communicate in a clear, coherent manner using a 
variety of everyday and learned vocabulary and appropriate 

tone, pace, pitch and volume 

Oral presentations 
Plan and deliver short presentations, 
providing some key details in logical 

sequence 

Purpose & audience 
Identify the audience and purpose of 

imaginative, informative and persuasive 
texts 

Personal responses 
Draw connections between personal 

experiences and the worlds of texts, and 
share responses with others 

Evaluating texts 
Develop criteria for establishing personal 

preferences for literature 

Features of literary texts 
Discuss how language is used to describe the 
settings in texts, and explore how the settings 

shape the events and influence the mood of the 
narrative 

Reading processes 
Read an increasing range of different 

types of texts by combining contextual, 
semantic, grammatical and phonic 
knowledge, using text processing 

strategies, for example monitoring, 
predicting, confirming, rereading, 

reading on and self-correcting 

Comprehension strategies 
Use comprehension strategies to build 

literal and inferred meaning and begin to 
evaluate texts by drawing on growing 

knowledge of context, text structures and 
language features 

Creating texts 
Plan, draft and publish imaginative, 

informative and persuasive texts 
demonstrating increasing control over text 

structures and language features and 
selecting print, and multimodal elements 
appropriate to the audience and purpose 

Editing 
Reread and edit texts for meaning, appropriate structure, 

grammatical choices and punctuation 

Handwriting 
Write using joined letters that are clearly 

formed and consistent in size 

Use of software 
Use software including word processing 

programs with growing speed and 
efficiency to construct and edit texts 

featuring visual, print and audio elements 

Language devices 
Discuss the nature and effects of some 

language devices used to enhance 
meaning and shape the reader’s reaction, 

including rhythm and onomatopoeia in 
poetry and prose 

Creating literary texts 
Create imaginative texts based on 

characters, settings and events from a 
students’ own and other cultures using 

visual features, for example perspective, 
distance and angle 

Experimentation & adaptation 
Create texts that adapt language features and 

patterns encountered in literary texts, for example 
characterisation, rhyme, rhythm, mood, music, 

sound effects and dialogue 

MATHEMATICS  

PROFICIENCY STRANDS 
Understanding Fluency Problem Solving Reasoning The proficiency strands describe the actions in which students can engage when learning and using the content. While not all proficiency strands apply to every content 

description, they indicate the breadth of mathematical actions that teachers can emphasise. 

NUMBER & ALGEBRA 

Number and Place Value 
Investigate the conditions required for a number 

to be odd or even and identify odd and even 
numbers 

Recognise, model, represent and order 
numbers to at least  10 000 

Apply place value to partition, rearrange and 
regroup numbers to at least 10 000 to assist 

calculations and solve problems 

Recognise and explain the connection 
between addition and subtraction 

Recall addition facts for single-digit numbers 
and related subtraction facts to develop 

increasingly efficient mental strategies for 
computation 

STATISTICS & PROBABILITY 

Data Representation and Interpretation 
Identify questions or issues for categorical 
variables. Identify data sources and plan 
methods of data collection and recording 

Recall multiplication facts of two, three, five and 
ten and related division facts 

Represent and solve problems involving 
multiplication using efficient mental and 
written strategies and appropriate digital 

technologies 

Fractions and Decimals 
Model and represent unit fractions including 

1/2, 1/4, 1/3, 1/5 and their multiples to a 
complete whole 

Money and Financial Mathematics 
Represent money values in multiple ways and 

count the change required for simple 
transactions to the nearest five cents 

Patterns and Algebra 
Describe, continue, and create number 

patterns resulting from performing addition or 
subtraction 

Chance 
Conduct chance experiments, identify and 
describe possible outcomes and recognise 

variation in results 

Collect data, organise into categories and 
create displays using lists, tables, picture 

graphs and simple column graphs, with and 
without the use of digital technologies 

MEASUREMENT & 
GEOMETRY 

Using units of Measurement 
Measure, order and compare objects using 

familiar metric units of length, mass and capacity 

Tell time to the minute and investigate the 
relationship between units of time 

Shape 
Make models of three- dimensional objects 

and describe key features 

Location and Transformation 
Create and interpret simple grid maps to show 

position and pathways 

Identify symmetry in the environment Geometric Reasoning 
Identify angles as measures of turn and 

compare angle sizes in everyday situations 

Interpret and compare data displays 

SCIENCE 

SCIENCE 
UNDERSTANDING 

Biological Sciences Chemical Sciences Earth and Space Sciences Physical Sciences 

SCIENCE AS A HUMAN 
ENDEAVOUR (Yrs 3-4) 

Nature and Development of 
Science 

Use and Influences of Science 

Living things can be grouped on the basis 
of observable features and can be 
distinguished from non-living things 

A change of state between solid and liquid 
can be caused by adding or removing heat 

Earth’s rotation on its axis causes regular 
changes, including night and day 

Heat can be produced in many ways and 
can move from one object to another 

Science involves making predictions 
and describing patterns and 

relationships 

Science knowledge helps people to 
understand the effect of their actions 

SCIENCE INQUIRY 
SKILLS (Yrs 3-4) 

Questioning and Predicting Planning and Conducting Processing and Analysing Data and Information Evaluating Communicating 

With guidance, identify questions in familiar 
contexts that can be investigated 

scientifically and make predictions based 
on prior knowledge 

With guidance, plan and conduct scientific 
investigations to find answers to questions, 

considering the safe use of appropriate 
materials and equipment 

Consider the elements of fair tests and use 
formal measurements and digital technologies 

as appropriate, to make and record observations 
accurately 

Use a range of methods including tables 
and simple column graphs to represent 
data and to identify patterns and trends 

Compare results with predictions, 
suggesting possible reasons for findings 

Reflect on investigations, including 
whether a test was fair or not 

Represent and communicate observations, 
ideas and findings using formal and informal 

representations 

HUMANITIES and SOCIAL SCIENCES 

HASS Skills 
(Yrs 3-4) 

Questioning & Research  
Identify current understanding of a topic (e.g. 

brainstorm, KWL chart) 

Develop a range of focus questions to 
investigate 

Locate and collect information from a variety of 
sources (e.g. photographs, maps, books, 

interviews, internet) 

Record selected information and/or data (e.g. 
use graphic organisers, develop note-taking 

strategies) 

Recognise the ethical protocols that exist when 
gathering information and/or data (e.g. 

respecting others' work) 

Evaluating  
Draw conclusions and give explanations, based on the 

information and/or data displayed in texts, tables, graphs and 
maps (e.g. show similarities and differences) 

Use decision-making processes (e.g. share views, recognise 
different points of view, identify issues, identify possible 

solutions, plan for action in groups) 

Analysing 
Develop criteria for selecting relevant 
information (e.g. accuracy, reliability, 

usefulness) 

Interpret information and/or data collected (e.g. 
sequence events in chronological order, identify 
patterns and trends, make connections between 

old and new information) 

Identify different points of view/perspectives in 
information and/or data (e.g. distinguish fact from 

opinion, explore different stories on the same 
topic) 

Translate collected information 
and/or data into different formats 

(e.g. create a timeline, change data 
in to a table and/or graph) 

Communicating & Reflecting  
Present findings and conclusions in a range of communication 

forms (e.g. written, oral, visual, digital, tabular, graphic), 
appropriate to audience and purpose, using relevant terms 

Develop texts, including narratives and biographies, that use 
researched facts, events and experiences 

Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and act on 
findings in different ways (e.g. complete a KWL chart, propose 

action in response to new knowledge) 

HASS 
KNOWLEDGE & 

UNDERSTANDING 

Key concepts: sources, continuity and change, perspective, significance                                                                                            HISTORY: Communities and remembrance  

One important example of change and one important example of continuity over time in the 
local community, region or state/territory (e.g. in relation to the areas of transport, work, 

education, natural and built environments, entertainment, daily life) 

The role that different cultural groups have played in the development and character of the local 
community (e.g. as reflected in architecture, commercial outlets, religious buildings), compared 

with development in another community 

The historical origins and significance of the days and weeks celebrated or 
commemorated in Australia (e.g. Australia Day, ANZAC Day, National Sorry Day) and 

the importance of symbols and emblems 

The historical origins and significance of celebrations and commemorations in other places around the 
world (e.g. Bastille Day in France, Independence Day in the USA; and those observed in Australia, such 

as Chinese New Year, Christmas Day, Diwali, Easter, Hanukkah, the Moon Festival, Ramadan) 

Key concepts: place, space, environment, interconnection, scale                                                                                                                          GEOGRAPHY: Places are both similar and different 

The location of Australian states, territories, capital cities and major regional centres of 
Western Australia and the location and identifying attributes of Australia's major natural 

features (e.g. rivers, deserts, rainforests, the Great Dividing Range, the Great Barrier Reef) 

Language groups of Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples divides their Country/Place and differs from the 

surveyed boundaries of Australian states and territories 

The location of Australia's neighbouring countries and their 
diverse natural characteristics and human characteristics 

The difference between climate and weather, the main climatic zones of the 
world (e.g. equatorial, tropical, arid, temperate) and the similarities and 

differences between the climates of different places 

The similarities and differences between places in terms of their type of settlement, 
the diversity of people (e.g. age, birthplace, language, family composition), the 
lives of the people who live there, and feelings and perceptions about places 

Key concepts: democracy, participation                                                                                                                                                           CIVICS and CITIZENSHIP: Communities 

Communities make decisions in different ways and voting is a way that groups make decisions democratically Who makes rules, why rules are important and the consequences of rules not being followed Why people participate in community groups, such as a school or community project, and how students can actively participate 
and contribute to their local community 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=segmenting
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=read
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=write
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=suffix
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=E&t=base+word
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THE ARTS 

 DANCE DRAMA MEDIA ARTS MUSIC VISUAL ARTS 

MAKING 
Ideas 

Combination of movements to create dance sequences that express an 
idea or message 

 Improvised and devised drama based on narrative structures 
in familiar forms and styles 
 Improvisation skills (breaking patterns) to develop drama 

 Exploration of how sequenced images (still or moving), 
sound and text can be used to tell a story or convey a 
message 
 How fictional characters are represented in stories 

 Improvisation with the elements of music to create music ideas 
 Recording and communicating music ideas using graphic 
and/or standard notation 

 Exploration of artworks from other cultures, such as styles and 
symbols of Indigenous Australian and Asian cultures 
 Investigation of the visual elements, in conjunction with the 
properties and qualities of different materials 

MAKING 
Skills 

Exploration of, and experimentation with, four (4) elements of dance 
(BEST) 
 Body: body parts (gestures);  body zones (front, back, sideways); 

body bases (feet, knees, hands) 
 Energy: controlling and combining different movement qualities 

(smooth to jagged, floppy to stiff)   
 Space: levels (medium, low, high); direction (forward, backward, 

diagonal); personal space and general space; dimensions (big, small, 
narrow, wide); shape (straight, curved, angular, 
twisted, closed, circular, symmetry to asymmetry, angular to curved); 
pathways (in the air with the arms, under, over, on the floor) 

 Time: tempo (fast, slow, slowing down, speeding up); rhythm 
(regular, irregular) 
to create dance sequences  

Combinations of fundamental movement skills that develop body 
awareness, control, balance, strength, coordination and accuracy 
Safe dance practices, including following warming-up and cooling down 
procedures 

Exploration and experimentation of seven (7) elements of 
drama: 
 voice (loud, soft, varying loud and soft; pitch variation; pace; 

volume) 
 movement (facial expressions and gestures to create belief in 

character and situation) 
 role (taking on the point of view of a fictional character; 

listening and responding in role; adopting a role and 
maintaining focus) 

 situation (establishing and sustaining a fictional setting) 
 space (establishing a clear setting) 
 character (communicating role traits; developing relationships 

between characters) 
 time (sense of time to create belief in drama) 

when creating improvised or devised drama  
 

Exploration and experimentation with the codes (elements) 
and conventions of media: 
 technical (sequencing and editing images to organise events 

in a story; camera shots (close-up); camera angles (low 
angle)) 

 audio (loudness and softness; music to convey a mood; 
sound effects) 

 written (editing text in a media work using available 
technologies) 

 symbolic (using costumes and props to represent familiar 
people as fictional characters) 
when producing media work  

 

Development of aural and theory skills, including: 
 
 rhythm (time signatures , , ; standard notation 

 
 
 , , , , , , , ostinato) 

 tempo (changing tempos; terminology (allegro, largo, 
moderato)) 

 pitch (staff; treble clef; melodic shape) 
 dynamics (terminology and symbols (forte (f), piano (p), 

crescendo, decrescendo)) 
 form (rondo (ABACA); repeat sign (:ll)) 
 timbre (differentiate between two instruments when played 

together) 
 texture (identify two rhythmic or melodic patterns when played 

together) 
 

Artistic processes and techniques to explore visual conventions 
when making artworks: 
 shape (familiar shapes; simple 2D shapes; geometric shapes; 

symmetrical shapes; tessellating shapes; asymmetrical shapes; 
composite shapes; space around shapes; geometric, organic) 

 colour (warm, cool colours); tints (mixing white); shades (adding 
black) 

 line (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, spiral; lines that show motion; 
thick, thin, dashed, continuous, broken) 

 space (overlapping to show depth; horizon line; simple 
perspective (foreground,  
mid-ground, background)) 

 texture (different man-made and natural materials); etching by 
scratching through surfaces; texture quality (matte, sheen) 

Experimentation with a variety of techniques, such as photo 
montage, weaving, clay work, printing, drawing and painting 

MAKING 
Performance/ 

Production 

 Rehearsal processes (using expressive skills of projection and focus) 
to improve performance and enhance audience engagement 

 Performance skills (looking out into the audience, holding starting 
and ending positions, and entering and leaving the performance 
space on cue) engaged when presenting dance to an audience 

 Rehearsal processes (to improve the flow of the performance) 
to support audience engagement 

 Performance skills and audience awareness (where 
performers use focus and control) when performing drama 
forms and styles 

 Reflection on the codes and conventions of media used to 
enhance the story or message for an intended audience 

 Rehearsal processes (using dynamics and expression to 
convey music ideas) to improve performance and enhance 
audience engagement 

 Performance skills (working together as a group to keep in time) 
engaged when presenting music to an audience 

 Reflection of the elements, materials and mediums used to 
enhance artworks and present an idea to an audience 

 Presentation and consideration of where and how artworks are 
displayed 

RESPONDING  Appropriate responses to, and respect for, dance of others as 
performers and audience members 

 Purpose of dance from different times 
 Responses that involve identifying and reflecting on the use of the 

elements of dance, in their dance and the dance of others', using 
dance terminology 

 Appropriate responses to, and respect for, drama of others as 
performers and audience members 

 Features of drama in different cultures and places 
 Responses that involve identifying and reflecting on the use of 

the elements of drama, using drama terminology 

 Appropriate responses to, and respect for, media works from 
different social, cultural and historical contexts 

 Responses that involve identifying, and reflecting on, the 
use of codes and conventions of media in their own and 
others' media works, using media terminology 

 Responses to, and respect for, the music of others as 
performers and audience members 

 Reasons why people make music across different cultures and 
times 

 Responses that involve identifying specific elements of music 
and how they communicate mood and meaning, using music 
terminology 

 Appropriate responses and respect for a variety of artworks 
 Responses that involve identifying the meaning of artworks from 

varying cultures 
 Responses to their own and others' artworks reflecting on the 

use of artistic elements, using visual arts terminology 

TECHNOLOGIES 

TECHNOLOGIES 
PROCESSES AND 

PRODUCTION SKILLS  

Investigating & defining Desiging Producing & implementing Evaluating Collaborating & managing 

Create a sequence of steps to solve a given task Develop and communicate ideas using labelled drawings and 
appropriate technical terms 

Select, and safely use, appropriate components with given 
equipment to make a solution 

Use criteria to evaluate design processes and solutions developed Work collaboratively to safely plan and publish steps in a process 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES 

KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING  

Technologies and society Engineering principles and systems Food and fibre production Materials and technologies specialisations 

Role of people in design and technologies 
occupations 

Ways products, services and environments are 
designed to meet community needs 

Forces, and the properties of materials, affect the behaviour of a product Types of food and fibre produced in different environments, cultures or time periods, 
including the equipment used to produce or prepare them 

Suitability and safe practice when using materials, tools and 
equipment for a range of purposes 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING 

Digital systems Representation of data PROCESSES & PRODUCTION 
SKILLS  

Collecting, managing and analysing data Digital implementation 

Digital systems and peripheral devices are 
used for different purposes 

Different types of data can be represented in 
different ways 

Collect and present different types of data using simple 
software to create useful information 

Use visually represented sequenced steps (algorithms), including 
steps with decisions made by the user (branching) 

Work with others to create and communicate ideas and information 
safely 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND 
COMMUNITY HEALTH  

Being healthy, safe and active Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 
Contributing to healthy and active 

communities 

Factors that strengthen personal 
identities, such as the influence of: 
 family 
 friends 
 school 

Physical, social and emotional changes that 
occur as individuals grow older, such as 
changes to: 
 the body 
 friendships 
 feelings 

Assertive behaviours and communication 
skills to respond to unsafe situations, such 
as: 
 keeping calm 
 using appropriate non-
verbal communication skills 
 seeking help 

Actions in daily routines that promote health, 
safety and wellbeing: 
 healthy eating 
 appropriate levels of physical activity 

 

Behaviours that show empathy 
and respect for others 

Circumstances that can 
influence the level of emotional 
response to situations 

Choices and behaviours 
conveyed in health information 
and messages 

Ways to be active in natural environments 

MOVEMENT & PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY 

Moving our body Understanding movement Learning through movement 

Fundamental movement skills: 
 kick 
 catch 
 underarm throw 
 overarm throw 
 bounce 

Combination of locomotor and 
object control skills in minor 
games 

Locomotor skills: 
 run 
 jump 
 hop 
 dodge 

Ways to maintain a balanced 
position when performing 
locomotor and object control 
skills  

Movement skills and tactics to 
achieve an outcome: 
 gaining possession 
 navigating an obstacle 
course 

Benefits of regular physical activity 
and physical fitness to health and 
wellbeing: 
 maintenance of a healthy weight 
 prevention of some diseases 

Movement skills that combine 
the elements of effort, space, 
time, objects and people 

Cooperation skills to ensure everyone is 
included in all physical activities 

Basic rules in a variety of physical activities and 
ways in which they keep activities safe and fair 

 


