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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
There have been many special religious occasions this semester and the traditional Opening of the School 
Year Mass set the tone for the masses and liturgies that followed. The mass allows us the opportunity to come 
together as St Kevin’s College to celebrate in anticipation the year ahead. The College choir lead the singing and 
the students sang in full voice. The recessional hymn ‘The Power of Your Love’ left us all with a sense of pride at 
being a part of such a wonderful College. 

At Glendalough, the end of each term is celebrated with a mass offered as thanks for the opportunities we 
have received. On both occasions the masses were beautiful celebrations and all students participated with 
reverence. One particular highlight during the masses was the singing, ably lead by Mr David Campbell and 
accompanied on piano by Mr David Nichol. The students were actively involved in the readings, prayers and 
singing which they participated in in full voice. 

Lent began with an Ash Wednesday Liturgy where local Aboriginal elder Sheree Balcombe, performed a smoking 
ceremony. Sheree talked about the importance of smoke, as a powerful symbol of cleansing and the ash that 
remains is a sign that new life comes from the fire. All present were moved by the ceremony and the haunting 
sounds of the didgeridoo set the tone for the liturgy that followed.

The beginning of Term Two was marked by an Alleluia! Liturgy that celebrated The Resurrection. Butterflies and 
balloons formed part of the opening procession and the word Alleluia formed the backdrop. 

Many Glendalough mothers participated in the Mother’s Day Liturgy. A candle, holy water and a Bible were part 
of the entrance procession and displayed as powerful symbols of motherhood. The candle symbolised the light 
of Christ, the holy water acknowledged our Baptism and the Bible symbolised our mothers faithfully proclaiming 
God’s Word of life and love in our lives. 

The Year Three students received the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) this term. As well as learning 
about the sacrament in religion lessons the students participated in a reflection day at Heyington. They 
reflected on the importance of saying sorry and listened to stories Jesus told that highlighted the importance 
of reconciliation. The sacrament was celebrated with four priests at St Ignatius Church and was a beautiful, 
reverent occasion.It has been a rewarding 
semester and I very much look forward to 
working with both staff and students next 
semester.

Mrs Robyn Roland
Assistant Dean of Faith and Mission
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Preparatory
The first year of school is such a 
wonderful time and 2017 will be no 
exception for the fresh faces that 
greeted us on their first day of school. 
The students were keen to become 
a part of St Kevin’s and quickly 
embraced the spirit of belonging to 
our school, their House and the Prep 
Homerooms. It was a big term of 
learning the rules and expectations, 
following routines and remembering 
the names of teachers and new 
friends. Each Prep boy was allocated 
either one or two Year Six buddies. 
The much-loved buddies visited every 
week to spend time helping the Preps 
with their learning. 

The Inquiry unit ‘What is my Story?’ 
offered the students a wonderful 
opportunity to share information 
about their family and learn about 
each other. They brought in photos of 
their family and bedroom to uncover 
the things that made them unique. 
They had the privilege of visiting Mr 
Russell in his office where he shared a 
little of his own family story.

Through our next Inquiry unit 
we explored sustainability.  The 
students loved their excursion to the 
Collingwood Children’s Farm, where 
they had a hands-on experience of 
life on the farm. The cheeky goats 
were a favourite! The students were 
fascinated to witness a cow being 
milked by hand. Back at school they 
delved into sustainable practices – 
learning all about composting, worm 
farms and recycling. The students 

committed themselves to being ‘World 
Warriors’ to make a better, more 
sustainable future. 

In Religious Education, they were 
immersed in prayer and prayerful 
experiences. They learned the Easter 
Story and celebrated the Resurrection 
at a whole school liturgy. After hearing 
the story of Pentecost, told through 
Godly Play, the students reflected 
on their special gifts bestowed by 
the Holy Spirit. Term Two concluded 
by looking at the Creation Story and 
developing a greater appreciation for 
all of God’s creation.  

In English this Semester, the students 
learned their letters and sounds and 
began reading simple texts. They 
were exposed to a variety of fiction 
and non-fiction texts and challenged 
themselves to include punctuation 
in their writing and were becoming 
confident young writers. The students 
warmly welcomed the wonderful 
parent helpers into our classroom.

Mathematics this Semester was 
often a noisy, fun, hands-on and 
exciting time in the Prep classrooms. 
The students were truly engaged as 
they shared their ideas and worked 
collaboratively on games and activities 
aimed at consolidating and developing 
their understanding.  They made 
and measured play dough worms for 
length. They graphed (and then ate) 
M&M’s in statistics and data. They also 
taught their buddies a thing or two 
about place value. 

The young men of Prep have worked 
hard and had a very busy and exciting 
introduction into school life.  We look 
forward to continuing this learning 
journey in Semester Two. 

Ms Cassie Pracilio 
Ms Sarah Goulding
Prep Homeroom Teachers
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Year One
The students in Year One embraced 
the challenges and rewards of 
Semester One with enthusiasm. 
They continued to strengthen 
existing friendships and welcomed 
new students to the year level with 
kindness and compassion.

In Religious Education the students 
explored the theme of belonging in 
relation to being a part of God’s family. 
They learned about the symbols used 
in Baptism and made links between 
their family and God’s family. During 
the season of Lent, the students were 
given the opportunity to deepen their 
relationship with God and others. As 
part of the unit, they discussed the 
Easter Story and reflected on the 
events of Holy Week. They learned 
that the Stations of the Cross is 
integral to the story and significance 
of Easter. To mark the Resurrection 
the students participated in an 
Alleluia Liturgy. During Term Two 
the focus was on the Ascension and 
Pentecost. The students wondered 
about the meaning of the Ascension 
and how Jesus felt. To conclude the 
semester, the students learned about 
the significance of creation in relation 
to how God shows his love for us. 
They also considered ways they care 
for others and the environment. 

During English this semester, the 
students worked co-operatively in 
literacy groups. The students worked 
on a range of reading activities 
which included iPads, computer 
programs, big book responses and 
reflections about the texts they read 
during guided reading sessions. As 
part of our writing focus, they were 
provided the opportunity to write 
recounts on significant events in Year 
One. Through shared reading, the 
students were exposed to a variety 
of narratives, particularly fairy tales 
where they responded through plays 
and writing. 

In Mathematics, students 
consolidated their understanding of 
place value, addition and subtraction. 

As part of our work on place value 
they explored the value of numbers 
up to three digits. The focus 
during the unit on addition 
and subtraction was exposing 
them to a range of mental and 
written strategies to develop 
their understanding. During 
measurement sessions, the 
students used a range of 
materials to inquire into the 
properties of shapes. They 
recognised and classified 
familiar two-dimensional 
shapes using obvious features. 
The students used a range 
of informal units to measure 
a range of objects, such as, 
their bodies, hands, blocks and 
shapes. 

Our first Inquiry topic for the 
year was ‘Identity’. The students 
investigated the question, 
‘What is my story?’ They shared 
facts about their family and 
themselves with their peers. 
To celebrate their learning they 
worked collaboratively with 
their Year Six buddy to create 
a book. Our second unit of 
Inquiry explored the key concept of 
Sustainability. A highlight was a visit 
to the Collingwood Children’s Farm 
where they had the opportunity to 
explore ways of living sustainably.

The students showed a readiness 
to support their peers during tasks 
and regularly provided each other 
with words of encouragement to 
‘persist’ and ‘be brave.’ We are 
very proud of their efforts and 
we look forward to guiding their 
learning next semester.

Mrs Robyn Roland  
Miss Sarah Maple

Year 1A and 1B Homeroom 
Teachers
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Student Support Services
The Educational Support Team 
assisted Homeroom teachers in 
welcoming many new students to 
the Glendalough community in the 
first semester. Formal and informal 
assessments facilitated insight and 
specific knowledge of new and current 
students’ areas of strengths and those 
that required further development. 
The collated data enhanced 
opportunities for staff to cater for 
individual differences in academic, 
social and emotional learning. 
Students who required specific 
support in English and Mathematics 
from Years Two to Six, participated in 
small group learning facilitated by Ms 
Kate McMahon, Mrs Carmel Russo, 
Ms Claire  Fischer, Mrs Kate Allsop and 
Mrs Kate Carman. The small group 
environments engendered trusting 
relationships as students strove to 
develop effective work habits and 
strengthen knowledge and skills in 
English and or Mathematics. The 
Year One Reading Recovery Program, 
facilitated by Mrs Leanne Murphy, 
supported the development of 
individual students’ knowledge and 
strategies in reading and writing. 
Follow-up assessments supported the 
positive impact of these small group 
and individual learning opportunities.
The Mathematics Extension Program 
offered like-minded peers with 
advanced thinking and reasoning 
skills, the opportunity to work at 
a greater depth and quicker pace 
in mathematics. Mrs Claire Fischer 
facilitated the Year 4 program, whilst 
I taught Years 3, 5 and 6. Students 
showed great enjoyment in exploring 
mathematics through a problem 
solving approach that challenged 
mathematical knowledge, thinking 
and reasoning.  Students were 
encouraged to take risks and use 
initiative as they took on a diversity 
of tasks, both independently and in 
collaboration with peers. The depth 
of discussions, standards achieved 
and the students’ enjoyment and 
confidence in taking on problem 

solving attested to the success of the 
programs. 
My role also includes co-
ordination of the SWD 
Program for students who 
receive government funding 
to assist their learning. The 
individualised programs 
are facilitated by our highly 
committed Homeroom 
Teachers and are very well 
supported by our dedicated 
team of Learning Support 
Officers: Mrs Sophie Nichol, 
Mrs Sonia McGregor, Ms 
Gabby Zito, Mrs Liz Matthews 
and Mr Jordan  Mitchener 
who share pride and joy in 
each student’s efforts and 
achievements.
All staff are highly dedicated 
to the wellbeing and 
academic progress of 
students in our care and 
enjoy the relationships that 
are formed. There is always 
something to celebrate and 
we look forward to continuing 
our rewarding work in the 
second semester.

Lorraine Walsh
Co-ordinator Student 
Services 
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Year Two
The Year Two students began the 
year enthusiastically and quickly 
demonstrated their willingness to 
learn.  They participated reverently 
during prayer which was enhanced by 
a beautiful prayer mat the students 
created using their hand prints. 

The prayer mat has become the centre 
piece in our classrooms, symbolising 
that we are a community made from 
different parts.  Every morning the 
students set up the prayer space and 
through prayer and bible stories they 
have learned to listen, reflect and 
deepen their understanding of each 
other, the world and our God that 
holds us altogether. 

As we prepared for Easter, the 
students learned about Lent and 
the events of Jesus Christ’s life that 
are celebrated in Holy Week. They 
explored the Easter story with a 
particular focus on the women at the 
empty tomb. They identified women 
in their families who are like the 
women present at the Resurrection. 
The students listened to the story of 
Pentecost and identified the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit that are present in their 
lives.  

The Term One Inquiry topic explored 
‘Identity’, with the students 
investigating how each of their life 
stories are different. With a focus 
on how things change over time, 
the students had the opportunity to 
present their ‘story’ to their peers.  

In Term Two, the students participated 
in a unit that explored the concept 
of sustainability. In this unit, 
students enjoyed an excursion to 
the Collingwood Children’s Farm. 
We were particularly proud of the 
way the students showed respect, 
engagement and pride in their school 
while on the excursion. 

In Literacy, the students participated 
in a daily literacy block, which 
included reading groups and writing. 
The day began with shared reading. 
During writing, the students created 
a variety of texts, including an 
information report on Glendalough.

Mathematical 
concepts were 
consolidated 
through both 
individual and 
group tasks. The 
students developed 
their understanding 
of multiplication 
through arrays. They 
located arrays in 
the environment 
and recorded 
their learning as 
multiplication 
facts. They also 
measured the area 
and perimeter of shapes and furthered 
their understanding of addition and 
subtraction. 

The Year Two students have 
contributed positively to the 
community of St Kevin’s College. They 
have had a successful and happy first 
semester and we look forward to 
supporting their growth during the 
second half of the year.

Ms Jenny Scott
Mr Christopher Ward 
Year Two Homeroom Teachers
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Year Three
The Year Three students of 2017 
made a great start to the year. They 
welcomed five new students to the 
Glendalough community with an open 
heart, including them in work and play.

It has been a busy semester. The 
students have actively engaged in all 
classroom and extracurricular activities, 
such as Edmund Rice Day, House Sport 
Carnivals and the Brighton Grammar 
Exchanges. They have exhibited 
enthusiasm towards their learning and 
new opportunities.

Year Three is a particularly special 
time for the students in their Religious 
Education journey. They received the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, supported 
by their family and friends in a reverent 
liturgy at St. Ignatius Church. The 
atmosphere was one of peace and joy. 
Each student decorated a candle that 
was an integral part of the evening. 
It was lit after visiting the priest and 
became a focal point during their 
prayer and reflection. 

During Semester One, the students 
completed two units of Inquiry. The 
first unit was based on the concept 
of Identity. The students investigated 
the question, ‘What is your story?’ 
Each student brought an object that 
was significant to their family story 
and presented it to the class. They 
interviewed a grandparent or family 
member as part of their research into 
the history of their family’s arrival in 
Australia. They created a poster to 
display their findings in an exhibition 
in Boyd Egan Hall. The students 
confidently answered questions posed 
by the wider community.
In Term Two, the concept of 
Sustainability was explored. 
To support their developing 
understanding of different energy 
sources and their impact on the 
environment, the Year Three students 
visited CERES Community and 
Environmental Park. They took part 
in various workshops as part of the 
education program. This served as 
an introduction to their research 
project, carried out in small groups 

on one energy source. Each 
group became the ‘master’ of 
that area and through their 
presentation shared their 
knowledge with the class.
In English, to support the 
students’ developing writing 
skills, they were introduced 
to mentor sentences from 
familiar texts that highlighted 
sentence structure, grammar, 
vocabulary and punctuation. 
In Term Two, the students 
were fortunate to have the 
opportunity to work with Author in 
Residence, Jane Godwin. The focus 
of these sessions was to understand 
how to think like a writer and not a 
reader.
In Mathematics, the students worked 
independently and in groups on open-
ended tasks to investigate Number 
with place value, addition and 
subtraction with regrouping. They 
also participated in hands on 
activities to explore 3D shapes 
and time. 

Most definitely, the highlight 
of Term Two was going on an 
overnight camp to Candlebark 
Farm in Healesville.  The students 
participated in engaging and 
exciting outdoor educational 
activities. For some it was the 
first experience of being away 
from home. It was wonderful 
to witness the encouragement 
and support all students 
showed towards their 
classmates.

We thank the students 
for their dedication 
and enthusiasm this 
semester. They have 
embraced every 
opportunity and we are 
excited to be a part of 
their Year Three journey.

Ms Angela Orlando
Ms Annie Hicks
Year 3 Homeroom
Teachers
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YearFour
This semester was filled with 
challenging activities and new 
learning experiences. The first term 
was an opportunity for everyone 
to get to know each other. In our 
Inquiry activities, ‘Knowing Me, 
Knowing You’ the students shared 
their strengths and talents and 
explored how they can work together 
to build an effective community. 
Students researched their family 
stories and shared their discoveries 
with the class.  As part of the whole 
school focus on writing we explored 
interesting vocabulary, punctuation, 
openers and connectives in class. 
Highlights of the term included 
participating in the Glendalough 
swimming carnival, Edmund Rice Day 
and a swimming and cross country 
exchange with Brighton Grammar 
School.

In Term Two the Inquiry activities, 
‘I’ve Got The Power’ really captured 
the boys’ interest and enthusiasm. 
To begin the unit, Year 3 and 4 
participated in an exciting excursion 
to CERES to explore different energy 
sources and how we can make our 
world more sustainable for the future. 
In co-oporative groups, students 
investigated an energy source and 
gave a presentation to the class to 
convice them that it was a sustainable 
energy source for the future. Students 
focused on persuasive writing 
throughout the term. They were 
presented with a range of topics and 
were asked to give their opinions and 
write convincing arguments. 

In Religious Education, the students 
examined how we communicate with 
God through prayer. 

They read about the events of Holy 
Week and Easter in Matthew’s Gospel 
and participated in a school Alleliua 
celebration. Linked to their Inquiry 
pursuits students read and discussed 
literature, prayers, psalms and art 

work about creation 
and caring for our 
world. In class we 
discussed what the 
Catholic Church says 
about sustainability 
and how we can be caretakers of 
our planet. 

At the beginning of the year 
we discussed what we value 
in Mathematics and having a 
positive mindset. We came up 
with our ‘maths values’ which 
include seeing mistakes as 
valuable and a chance to grow 
our brains, asking questions 
and having a positive belief in 
ourselves that we can achieve in 
Mathematics when try our best. 
Throughout the semester, students 
investigated different strategies for 
solving addition, subtraction and 
multiplication calculations. They 
participated in hands-on activities 
to measure area, perimeter, 
volume, capacity, temperature 
and time. Students also explored 
angles, chance and probability and 
tessellation patterns. 

Year Four enjoyed working with our 
Author in Residence Jane Godwin. 
Her knowledge and ideas inspired 
them to write engaging stories. 

We look forward to another busy 
semester full of creativity, rich 
learning and teamwork. We thank 
the students for their hard work and 
enthusiasm this semester.
Ms Kerry Fleming
Mr Nicholas Honeywood
Year Four Homeroom Teachers

9



Glendalough
Semester  1

10



11



 Spanish 
Spanish has had a productive start 
to the year at Glendalough. The 
students who began their Spanish 
learning journey this semester 
embraced this language with 
great enthusiasm, confidence and 
excellent communication skills. Those 
continuing their studies built on the 
firm foundations to expand their 
knowledge and skills. 

The Prep students have been learning 
to communicate basic information as 
they get to know their new friends. 
In their first lesson they introduced 
themselves in Spanish to give them a 
sense of how quickly and easily you 
can communicate in another language. 
They then gained in confidence 
and are now able to talk about how 
they are feeling. They use actions 
in conjunction with these phrases 
to assist them with expression and 
understanding and I enjoyed meeting 
them outside when they show me 
their great smiles, two thumbs up 
and the ‘muy bien’ or ‘fantástico’ that 
accompanies it. 

The Year One and Two students 
followed the Identity theme and wrote 
about themselves. They listened to 
their classmates read out their texts 
and became more confident by seeing 
how much they could understand 
about their friends in Spanish. In Term 
Two they learned how descriptions 
work in Spanish using their number 
and colour vocabulary to describe 
and draw their own castles. They 
explored the Alcazar in Segovia as 
an example of the wonderful castles 
in Spain. As a link to their unit on 
Sustainability, they have seen how 
these buildings were designed to keep 
the occupants warm in winter and 
cool in summer, but without the use of 
electricity. This historical insight gave 
them a knowledge of the rich culture 
associated with the Spanish language.

The Year Three and Four students 
applied the Identity theme to 
researching famous people and 
using Spanish sentence structures 
to write this information. The 
desire to communicate meant they 

expanded their vocabulary and 
assisted their classmates to expand 
theirs by reading their texts and 
having their classmates try to guess 
who they were talking about. This 
in turn increased their confidence in 
their speaking and listening skills. In 
Term Two, they looked at descriptive 
language and how to write about 
houses in Spanish. Their cultural 
component was based on the work 
of Barcelona architect Antoni Gaudi. 
Seeing the colours he used and the 
links to designs in nature has inspired 
them to describe and design their 
own house in Spanish. Moving to the 
interior of the house enabled them to 
expand their use of verbs by seeing 
how the name of the room is linked 
to the verb describing the functions 
of that room. 

The new Year Five students began 
to rapidly understand the basics of 
Spanish and be confident in how 
easily they could communicate in 
this language. Their other Year Five 
classmates enjoyed getting to know 
each other in Spanish with interviews 
using Spanish sentence structures. 
The Year Six students 
listened to an interview 
with Rafael Nadal in 
Spanish and used some 
of his expressions to 
comment on their own 
weekly APS sporting 
experiences. These 
students are gaining 
an overview of Spanish 
grammar and language, 
learning skills that 
will assist them in 
continuing their study 
of Spanish at Heyington. In 
Term Two, the students used 
the language they learned 
to write descriptions of 
animals. 

Families are encouraged 
to participate in their sons’ 
Spanish learning by watching 
out for regular information 
in the school newsletter 
when there are Spanish language 
and cultural activities in Melbourne. 
The whole family can enjoy these 

experiences and the students can see 
the connection to the language and 
culture in their own city by listening 
to people communicating in Spanish 
and maybe even be confident to try 
to practise the Spanish language they 
have learned.  
Ms Siobhan Brady
Spanish Teacher
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Year Five
The Year Five Level welcomed many 
new students to Glendalough. 
Although there were many new faces 
than old, everyone settled in well and 
embraced the many new challenges 
that a new school presents.

As in previous years the Year Five 
cohort attended their camp early 
in Term One. The week long camp 
was held at Camp Marysville which 
was situated on the outskirts of the 
township. Although the program ran 
in class groups, there were plenty of 
opportunities for the students to catch 
up with old friends from other classes, 
as well as meeting new students to 
the college.  The week away provided 
opportunities for students to face 
personal challenges, take risks and 
to support each other in the pursuit 
of doing their best. Some of the 
highlights included the climbing wall, 
canoeing, bushwalking, orienteering 

bike riding and 
camping out.

Studies in 
Religious 
Education, 
presented 
themselves 
across a range 
of learning 
and reflective 
experiences. 
The unit ‘People 

of God’, encouraged students to 
investigate the early Catholic Church 
in Australia as well as researching the 
bishops that the Glendalough House 
Colours are named after. The topic 
‘New Beginnings’ centred on the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Students openly shared personal 
experiences of loss, memories of loved 
ones and the feelings associated with 
a new beginning. The ‘Social Justice’ 
unit focussed on the Gospel message 
and how it is still relevant in our lives 
today. 

The Inquiry focus for Term One was 
‘Identity’.  Students investigated the 
different factors that contribute or 
influence someone’s identity; which 
included a specific spotlight on key 
events in Australia’s history that have 
helped shape our national identity. 
In Term Two, they engaged in a study 
on ‘Sustainability’, looking at how 
advances in science have contributed 

to a more sustainable planet. The 
students enjoyed a train ride to 
Scienceworks to view a documentary 
in the planetarium called ‘To 
Space and Back’ as well as 
spending time in the interactive 
exhibition ‘Think Ahead’ which 
showcased advances in science 
and technology.  

In English, the students spent 
a significant amount of time 
reading, discussing, debating and 
writing everything ‘persuasive’. 
They explored the structure 
and language features of the 
text type, and learned how to 
offer support or evidence to justify 
their argument. The college provided 
the opportunity to have an Author in 
Residence work with the students.  
Writer Michael Wagner visited the 
Year Five students on four separate 
occasions to share some of his tips 
about narrative writing. The students 
were thoroughly engaged by John 
Boyne’s novel ‘The Terrible Thing that 
happened to Barnaby Brocket’,which 
was set in Sydney and followed the 
many adventures of a floating boy. 

As a part of Mathematics, the students 
explored the concept of place value, 
learned how to apply different 
strategies to the four operations, 
investigated shape and finally learned 
about rational numbers fractions, 
decimals and percentages.  

Most classes had the opportunity to 
experience Science in the laboratories 
at Heyington as well as visit St Peter’s 
Early Learning Centre to buddy up 
with the youngest members of the St 
Kevin’s community. The first half of 
the year posed many valuable learning 
experiences for all of the students 
in Year Five and we look forward to 
continued progress and development 
over Semester Two.
Mr Jon Taylor
Ms Mary Mazza
Mr Michael Lake
Ms Anne Waugh
Mr Mike Gould
Year 5 Homeroom Teachers
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Library Preparatory to Year 4
We read for many reasons: to dream, 
to learn, to laugh, to enjoy the familiar 
and explore the unknown. In the 
library, students have the opportunity 
to explore many kinds of books and 
are encouraged to read widely.

During Semester One we have been 
celebrating books we know and love 
and introducing new books. We read 
stories by Eric Carle, David Melling, 
Pamela Allen, Graeme Base, Mick 
Inkpen, Anthony Browne and Felice 
Arena. 

The Preps enjoyed the adventures 
of Hugless Douglas and Mr McGee. 
While Year One and Year Two students 
looked at the different stories 
written by Graeme Base especially 
The Waterhole, and Eye to Eye and 
Mick Inkpen’s delightful stories of 
The Blue Balloon and Nothing. The 
internationally acclaimed English 
author/illustrator Anthony Browne 
was the focus for Year Three. Gorillas 
feature in many of Anthony’s books, 
but the favourite is the kind and gentle 
Willy, known as Willy the Wimp. The 
Year Four Students looked at different 
authors who are part of their Rocket 
Reading Program such as Felice Arena, 
Jackie French and Beverley Cleary. 
Students also completed two book 
responses.

As part of our library skills we have 
discussed the different parts of a 
book such as front and back cover; 
title; author’s name and spine.  The 
different features found in non-fiction 
books such as the contents page, 
glossary, and index. As well as looking 
at how picture story and junior fiction 
books are organised alphabetically by 
the author’s last name and where they 
can be located in the library. 

Students participated in the National 
Simultaneous Storytime as part of 
Library Week and listened to the story 
‘The Cow Tripped over the Moon’ 
by Tony Wilson, illustrated by Laura 
Wood. They participated in various 
activities such as looking at other 
night sky rhymes, making up 

rhymes and drawing their favourite 
part of the story.
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Library Year Five and Six
The start to the Semester saw the 
unveiling of the newly refurbished 
Library space. This caused great 
excitement amongst the students. It 
is a colourful and vibrant area that is 
ever changing and a true showcase of 
the students work.

The Year Five and Year Six students 
were thrown into navigating the new 
Library space and explored the non-
fiction section to complete a research 
task. The topic was a free choice about 
any subject that interested them and 
it was wonderful to see and share the 
variety of subjects the students were 
passionate about. 

Australian authors were the focus and 
in particular Australian poetry.  The 
Year Five classes read and listened to 
the poems of Banjo Patterson. They 
compared text to image and shared 
their preferred way of obtaining 
information. The Year Six classes also 
looked at visual literacy, reading the 
poem ‘Andy’s Gone with Cattle Now’ 
by Henry Lawson and comparing it to 
the painting of the same name by Pro 
Hart. To complement the inquiry focus 
of ‘Identity’ the Year Five students 
analysed and discovered the meaning 
behind a country’s flag. Each student 
chose a country and learned about 
the colours, symbols and cultural 
history that make up the flag. These 
flags were recreated by the students 
and formed a colourful display. The 
Year Six students studied banknotes 
from around the world and chose 
a country, analysed its banknote, 
focussing on the colours, security 
detail and history associated with it. 
The students displayed their creativity 
and imagination by designing their 
own banknote using ‘scratch art’.

The students from both year 
levels listened to stories about our 
servicemen and servicewomen who 
served at Gallipoli. They researched 
what some of the medals of service 
and gallantry were awarded for and 
compared the design of these medals 
to those from other countries. Some 
of the students designed their own 
medal using symbols that related to 
them and their families.

The Year 5 students studied Norse 
Mythology, in particular, the 
legend of ‘Thor’. They completed 
a comprehension task finding 
the main idea from factual 
information to answer set 
questions.

The Year 6 students focused on 
digital literacy. They analysed 
websites and discovered tips to 
help them decide if a site was 
reliable or not. Is there really 
such a thing as a Tree Octopus?

Both year levels took a trip 
into outer space. The genre focus 
was on Fantasy and Science Fiction 
novels. The Library was 
transformed into the night 
sky. They studied ‘Astronomy’ 
to complement the inquiry 
unit ‘Sustainability’. The Year 
Five students made colourful 
space shapes and studied 
the planet Mars. They chose 
to design a colony, space 
craft, space suit or vehicle 
that would be useful if Mars 
was colonised.  The Year 
Six students completed a 
research task about what 
life, as we know it, needs 
to survive on other planets. 
They discovered exoplanets, the 
Trappist system and Kepler planets. 
Their creativity came to the fore 
as they designed 
space colonies 
and shared power 
point presentations 
about recent NASA 
discoveries. 

It has been a busy 
semester and the 
students have 
worked hard. We 
look forward to 
the next phase of 
our learning in the 
Library.
Ms Jennifer Fanning
Ms Edith Duggan
Teacher Librarians
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 Year Six
Semester One has been a busy and 
exciting time for all the students in Year 
Six. They have made a wonderful start 
to the school year accepting their role as 
leaders and recognizing the need to step 
forward and take on the challenge of new 
responsibilities. The Year Six students 
have enjoyed meeting and supporting 
their buddies from Preparatory and Year 
One homerooms and have formed many 
new and long lasting friendships. This 
was clearly evident during the Opening 
School Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral as 
they demonstrated their friendship and 
provided great leadership throughout 
the day.

During Religious Education the students 
identified and examined how their talents 
could be used for the greater good of 
society.  The students also investigated 
the final days of Jesus’ life, exploring 
the message of Good Friday and what it 
means to Catholics in today’s world. They 
examined the Stations of the Cross and 
related them to modern contemporary 
songs with similar themes. In the unit 
‘Making Choices’, students explored living 
in right relationship with God, with self 
and with others. The students learned 
that God has given us all the freedom to 
choose how we live our daily lives. They 
investigated parables in the bible such as 
‘The Prodigal Son’ which highlighted the 
concept of free will which involves taking 
responsibility for the consequences that 
result from our choices. 

In English, the students spent a 
significant amount of time reading and 
responding to the class novels ‘Lion’ 
and ‘The City of Ember’, developing 
their skills in connecting, inferring and 
predicting and strengthening their ability 
to deeply comprehend what they read. 
Students also explored the text features 
and language structure of biographical 
texts in writing, choosing famous 
individuals who are significant to them 
and identifying the key events from their 
lives to include in their pieces. During 
second term, students wrote a number 
of persuasive texts on topics such as ‘All 
Schools Should Be Co-educational’ and 
‘Fidget Spinners Should Be Allowed At 

School’ and looked at how evidence can 
be used to support arguments in their 
persuasive writing. 

As part of mathematics, the students 
have continued to strengthen their 
number sense and understanding of 
the four operations, examined different 
concepts of measurement such as length 
and area and built on their geometric 
reasoning skills and understanding of 
angles. During second term, the students 
also looked at the concept of chance 
and the relationships between fractions, 
decimals and percentages. 

The Inquiry for Term One was ‘Identity’ 
and the level focussed on the four 
touchstones of Edmund Rice Education. 
The students examined the touchstones 
and how they relate to our identity as 
Year Six leaders at Glendalough. They 
also reviewed “Online Identity” where 
they looked at the risks and protocols 
associated with this environment. 
They wrote a script and created an 
advertisement using their digital devices 
that incorporated an appropriate cyber 
safety message. 

During the Term Two the focus was on 
‘Sustainability’. The Year Six students 
explored innovations and inventions 
that focus on helping the society and 
environment. They had the opportunity 
to visit the CERES Environmental Park 
in Brunswick where they explored the 
long term environmental implications of 
the choices they make on a daily basis. 
After viewing the 
ABC documentary 
series “War on 
Waste”, students 
responded by 
designing creative 
innovations to 
address a particular 
sustainability issue 
that was identified 
during the series. 
Students were 
required to adhere 
to a specific design 
brief process, 
explain the target 
audience of their 

invention and justify whether or not it 
was environmentally feasible.  

Year Six students have also relished 
the opportunity to be involved in both 
science and specialist maths classes this 
semester. Mr Ian Bull has worked with a 
selection of students, developing their 
problem solving skills through thought 
provoking activities.  During Science 
classes, they were fortunate enough 
to use the new science laboratories 
at Heyington, where Mr Chris Dash 
provided them with hands on scientific 
knowledge through a range of different 
and engaging experiments. The Year 
Six students have also taken part in 
the ‘Author in Residence’ program and 
had the privilege of working with David 
Lawrence. They further developed their 
skills in planning for creative writing. 
Semester One also included a number 
of opportunities to work together with 
students Korowa, Sacre Coeur and 
Loreto  as part of the Year Six Exchange 
program. The students participated in 
dance, team building and art workshops. 
All students look forward to many more 
exciting learning opportunities in their 
final semester of Year Six.  

Mr Bernard de Jong
Mr Jules Wong
Mrs Kate Allsop 
Mrs Gillian Mitchener  
Mr Alain Van Gurp
Year Six Homeroom Teachers
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Social Emotional 
Learning

To begin our year at Glendalough we 
commenced Social Emotional Learning 
with the very important concept:

TREAT OTHERS AS YOU WOULD 
LIKE THEM TO TREAT YOU - Wilson 
McCaskill. 

The students know this as the ‘Golden 
Rule’ and were reminded that this 
rule will continue to be a point of 
reference in our school and class 
communities throughout the whole 
year.

The Play is the Way games the 
students played during SEL sessions in 
Term One were Islands, Seagulls, 
Piccadilly Circus and Time-ball. 
These games gave the students 
frequent opportunities to deepen 
the understanding of the ‘Golden 
Rule.’ All games included friendly 
inclusion, effective communication, 
co-operation and self-regulation. The 
message in these games being that 
the class team is only successful when 
everyone looks beyond themselves to 
see if others are ok.

The key concept for Social Emotional 
Learning for Term Two was: 

Pursue your personal best no matter 
who you work with.

We don’t come to school to be better 
than others. We come to school to 

better ourselves by being able to work 
with others (Wilson McCaskill)

The main focus was for the students to 
learn about the importance of being 
able to work and play well with others 
and the benefits of growth mindset.

The students learned songs, watched 
video clips and read picture story 
books around the theme of ‘having a 
go,’ persisting and persevering. These 
prompted many interesting discussions 
around the importance of working 
together and using our strengths 

to help each other overcome 
challenges. 

The games played in Term Two 
included Amoeba Hula, Bulls 
Eye, Dead Ants, Knotted Arms 
and Snakes. In these games the 
students encounter frequent 
failure and disappointment, 
things go wrong and emotions 
run high. These are games 
of try, try and try again. They 
require self-regulation and the 
students rely on their team 
mates to help them ‘bounce 
back’ and overcome challenges. 
The message in the games are 
to quickly try to ‘get over it and 
get on with it,’ highlighting the 
importance of resilience.

Kate Carman
Social Emotional Learning
Facilitator
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Music
Establishing an understanding of 
beat versus rhythm is an essential 
part of learning about music, no 
matter the age of the student. The 
students in Prep have performed 
the beat to songs in many ways 
then progressed to performing 
the ‘pattern of the words’, i.e. 
the rhythm. The students then 
discovered that one sound on a beat 
is called ‘ta’ and two sounds on a 
beat is ‘titi’.

The Year 1 students have learned 
that the beat with no sound is called 
‘sa’ and they began singing folk 
songs in solfa using the pitches ‘so 
and mi’.

The Year 2 students sang songs 
using 3 pitches, ‘mi, so and la’. They 
performed the songs on chime bars 
and then wrote notation in the stave 
in the lines and spaces of the treble 
stave.

Year 3 students discovered the new 
note ‘re’ learning how to analyse 
and play their known folksongs 
using this new pitch. The skills the 
boys have developed in small group 
lessons in the Year 3 Strings Program 
have, this year, been consolidated 
by the establishment of the Corelli 
Strings for both Year 3A and 3B. This 
class rehearsal runs after school on 
a fortnightly basis for 30 minutes. 
It has been rewarding to watch the 
progression of the students’ playing 
and the eagerness that is almost 
palpable for making music together.

Year 4 students embarked on the 
recorder program where the learning 
intention is to identify note names 
in the treble stave. The recorder can 
be a beautiful instrument if played 
gently and many of the boys are 
achieving excellent results due to 
their regular home practice using the 
recording as a home work tool. 

Year 5 students have consolidated 
their knowledge of notation in the 
stave, identifying steps and skips 
with the focus being to develop 

an understanding of 

transposition; 
changing the key of 
the piece. Students 
have performed 
independently 
singing in solfa 
while displaying 
their knowledge 
of pitch contour 
with the use of 
hand-signs. They 
have practised 
their musicianship 
skills by performing 
beat and rhythm 
simultaneously.

In Year 6, students 
learned about 
syncopated rhythms 
(rhythms where 
one or more sounds 
occur after the 
beat). As part of 
this preparation, 
students discovered 
and performed the 
rhythm ‘syncopa’ in 
a variety of folksongs 
and exercises. 
Students also had the 
chance to be part of 
an iPad orchestra, 
using the Garage Band 
app to perform the 
Beatles hit “All My 
Loving”.
Mrs Ruth Friend
Assistant Head of 
Music
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Physical Eduction
Throughout Semester One, Physical 
Education classes focussed on 
skill development, sportsmanship, 
teamwork and physical fitness. 
All students in Years Four to Six 
completed a series of fitness tests.  In 
relation to the skill components of 
these tests the students completed 
units on running techniques, strategies 
for sprints and middle distance events. 
The Year Six cohort continued with 
their swimming programme. The 
lessons included the 40-minute 
challenge; however, a majority of the 
students swam further than 1200 
metres and this was an outstanding 
achievement.  The Year Four, Five 
and Six students also refined their 
understanding and skills in European 
handball.  To conclude the semester 
the Year Four students played 
basketball, the Year Five Australian 
Rules football and the Year Six finished 
with soccer.
The development of gross motor 
skills and activities that emphasised 
a running gait, spatial awareness, 
hand-eye and foot-eye co-ordination, 
game sense and an introduction to 
sportsmanship were the key foci for 
Semester One for the Prep students.  
They were involved in units that 
focused on throwing and catching, 
using a variety of equipment including 
bean bags, dodge balls, tennis balls 
and soccer balls. The five-day intensive 
swimming programme at the Wilding 
Centre targeted stroke development 
and survival skills.
Year One participated in a variety of 
games and activities to refine their 
fundamental motor skills, with a 
particular emphasis on developing 
their hand-eye co-ordination.  They 
practised catching using different 
equipment and participated in 
modified dribbling basketball games. 
‘Through the Snake Pit’ and ‘Basketball 
Octopus’ were especially enjoyed. 

The Year Two students refined their 
catching and overarm throwing skills 
and applied these to team games.  
They developed their knowledge 
on how to move to an open space 
through small group games, applied 

these tactics to soccer and 
practised dribbling and striking.

The students in Year Three 
participated in two invasion 
team games, Tchoukball and 
European handball. They 
developed their catching and 
overarm throwing technique 
and knowledge of ‘offensive’ 
strategies. These 
included moving 
to an open space 
and leading to the 
ball. They anaylsed, 
compared and 
identified different 
invasion games 
and applied this 
knowledge to 
team games. Skills 
used for successful 
involvement in 
soccer were also 
developed with 
tasks aimed to 
challenge their 
precision and accuracy.

We congratulate the 
students on their 
enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship and look 
forward to Semester Two.

Mr Hartley Stone 
Mr Luke Hayes 
Physical Education
Teachers
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Visual Art
In Term One, Year Four, Five and 
Six students integrated the Inquiry 
unit of Identity by looking at ways 
national identities can be established 
or reinforced through the symbols 
created in Art. Year Four looked at 
Australian landscape painting from 
the late 1800’s and the urban Social 
Realist painters from the 1940’s. 
Year Six classes looked at and copied 
Italian (Da Vinci), Greek (Amphoras) 
and Australian (Sydney Nolan) 
masterpieces.

Year Five students looked at how an 
art manifesto sets out the identity and 
intentions of an art movement. After 
looking at the Surrealist manifesto, 
they were required to write their own 
manifesto based on what they intend 
to achieve this year in art. 

Year Two and Three classes looked at 
identity from the perspective of their 
families and interests. They made 
collages that symbolised their family 
and experiences through the use of 
brickwork patterning, paper dolls and 
flag designing. They also looked at 
Deborah Klein’s lino prints and made 
designs that used patterns to decorate 
the face, similar to Maori tattoos. 

Other activities in Term One included 
group collages in the style of Alan 
Masket, mind maps, still-life painting 
and studies into the use of the 
elements and principles of design.

Term Two’s Inquiry Unit ‘Sustainability’ 
lead to students in Years Two and 
Three to create landscape designs of 
environments that they felt were ideal 
for sustainable living. They worked 
together to construct murals that 
incorporated different renewable 
power sources and made watercolour 
paintings that focused on water, clouds 
and steam. Students also looked at 
traditional indigenous creation stories 
and created rainbow serpent murals 
and paintings.

Years Four, Five and Six students 
looked at one and two-point 
perspective drawing techniques 
to replicate industrial landscapes, 

created surreal images that merged 
natural and man-made 
structures and created Cubist-
inspired portraits using 
machinery to replace sections 
of the human face.

Other activities included Film 
Noir-inspired self-portraits, 
steampunk vehicle designs, 
Polynesian sculptures, copies 
of Van Gogh paintings and 
updated paintings based on 
John Brack.

The Preps explored the 
themes ‘Colours’ and ‘Shapes’ 
in Art. They considered the 
artwork of artists such as Frida Kahlo 
and Vincent van Gogh. They sculpted 
faces, painted jellyfish and created a 
collage in the style of Piet Mondrian.

The Year One students experimented 
with the processes that artists use 
including following instructions, 
chance and using assistants. They 
decorated canvas bags, sculpted 
clay houses and traced photos of 
themselves after looking through a 
real camera obscura.
Mr John Opie & Mrs Marnie Ceballos
Visual Art Teachers
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