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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
This semester saw over forty Year 4 and 5 students receive the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time. It
was a very special occasion and everyone present felt proud of the students who participated joyfully and
reverently. The Mass was celebrated by Fr Huy who asked each student to ‘take a minute to have a look
at the stained glass window in the chapel at the church. It shows St Mary Mackillop who used to live in the
parish as a young woman. She has children with her and the boy is wearing, you guessed it, a Richmond
jumper! Father said it reminds us that our faith is part of every aspect of our lives, even sport. I hope you
will come to really understand that and believe it. God does not belong in a little box. God is reaching out
to you in everything you do’.
In order to encourage family prayer time, this semester the Glendalough Prayer Pack was introduced. The
prayer pack contains a candle, a Bible and a prayer book. Each Homeroom has a prayer pack that circulates
through each family on a weekly basis. At the end of the week the family writes a prayer and pastes it into
a Glendalough Prayer Book which sits in the reception area for all to access. This new practise has been
warmly received and the prayers in the book reflect the faith of our Glendalough community.
Another highlight of the semester was Grandparents Day. We welcomed over 500 grandparents to
Glendalough and there were smiling faces all around. The students loved having their grandparents visit
their classroom, meet their teachers and be taken on a tour of the school.
In the lead up to Advent the focus was on the Jesse Tree. The Jesse Tree is Jesus’ family tree and symbols
representing Jesus’ ancestors are hung during Advent. The students learned that many people waited for
years for the Messiah to come. The Jesse Tree became the focal point of our end of year Mass.
As the year drew to a close there was much anticipation surrounding the stable located outside Boyd
Egan Hall. The students watched as the Christmas Story
came to life with Mary and Joseph making their way down
the corridor, the shepherds leaving their fields and the Kings
arriving in Bethlehem some time later. The nativity created
lots of discussion and was a lovely way to end the year.
Mrs Robyn Roland
Assistant Dean of Faith and Mission
Glendalough
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PREPARATORY
Semester Two continued to be a busy and productive time in Prep. In Term Three, the students enthusiastically
celebrated 100 days of school with crowns, counting and art activities. Our Inquiry unit was ‘Performance and
Communication’ and the students were keen participants in Process Drama incursions. Their literacy skills continued
to flourish as they learned all about narratives. We also started the ‘Big Write’ program, and very quickly some budding
authors emerged.
Term Four had a focus on healthy choices. The students thought about ‘always’ and ‘sometimes’ foods and discovered
how their brain and body need water. We hosted several special guests, who spoke about their field of expertise,
including: a nutritionist dietician, a dentist and an olympic athlete. The students asked many interesting and thought
provoking questions. A highlight of the term was our Healthy Lunch day. Students put their knowledge into practice and
made themselves a healthy, yet delicious, lunch.
Mathematics continued to be a lot of fun as the students counted, added, subtracted, shared, weighed and measured.
All of these concepts used stories and hands-on materials. They looked at 3D shapes in the environment and used the
language of time, direction and location.
In Religious Education, we focused on stories from the Old Testament. The students learned of God’s protection
through the stories of Moses, Daniel in the Lion’s Den and David and Goliath. The story of Sarah and Abraham
highlighted God’s promise to His people. The year ended with Advent and the beautiful story of the First Christmas.
The students loved having their grandparents visit the school in Term Three. They proudly showed off their work,
classroom and school to their special visitors. Both Prep classes were on stage for their respective assemblies. On
both occasions, audience members were truly amazed by the dramatic and musical showstoppers the students pulled
off. The Year Six buddies continued to shower their Prep counterparts with attention and affection. No doubt the Preps
will miss them greatly next year. Visits to, and from the Prep. Loreto buddies provided excitement for all. They enjoyed
participating in Spring activities in Term Three and an Advent liturgy in the Loreto chapel in Term Four.
We are very proud of the Prep students of 2017. It’s been a privilege to witness their growth into fine, young gentlemen
of Glendalough.
Mrs. Cassie Pracilio
Ms. Sarah Goulding
Prep Homeroom Teachers
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YEAR ONE
The students embraced the many opportunities of Semester Two with
excitement and energy.
During Term Three, the Inquiry focus was on Performance and
Communication. The students took part in a Process Drama incursion
where they learnt more about characterisation and improvisation through
roleplays. They enjoyed reading and writing plays and exploring how
different characters show emotions. The students also had the opportunity
to view a Year Seven production. A highlight for both Homerooms this
semester was presenting their Assembly. The students showcased
their learning confidently. The Religious Education unit also focused
on storytelling, where the importance of the Bible and how Jesus
communicated messages was investigated.
During Term Four the students focussed on Healthy Choices. They investigated what it means to be healthy, both
physically and mentally. Many ideas about how to live a healthy life were shared amongst the two Homerooms.
The students explored the importance of mindfulness and what a healthy meal looks like through considering what
food groups might be on their plate. The consideration of good choices in relationships was explored as part of
the Term Four Religious Education Unit, Love One Another.
They reflected on forgiveness and identified times when
Jesus showed compassion.
We are very proud of the students’ efforts during Semester
Two. They displayed a terrific attitude to engage in and
reflect upon, a range of learning experiences this semester.
They showed excellent sportsmanship during the Athletics
Carnival and were extremely supportive of each other during
the Swimming Program. The students showed a readiness
to ‘Be the Boss of Themselves’ and help each other both
in the classroom and on the playground. We have enjoyed
teaching them this year and wish them well in the future.
Mrs Robyn Roland
Miss Sarah Maple
Year 1A and 1B Homeroom Teachers
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
The Mathematics Extension Program
that Mrs Claire Fischer and I facilitate
in Year 3 and 4, 5 and 6 respectively,
builds on curiosity and excellence
in Mathematics through an inquiry
approach. Students take on challenges
and work through processes that lead
to deeper thinking and reasoning,
knowledge and skill mastery. Students
are challenged to interpret and
explore tasks both individually and
collaboratively as we pose guided
questions that assist in making their
thinking visible, identifying patterns,
gathering and analysing data, applying
knowledge and in reflecting upon
solutions. Collaboration through robust
discussions extends communication
skills and confidence in persevering
through the discomfort stage of
challenges as they suggest and
question ideas, clarify understanding
and justify or adapt their thinking.
Misconceptions are rectified as
students reflect upon the learning process and themselves as learners. The outstanding results achieved in the national
competitions attest to the success of mathematical learning at Glendalough. We
particularly commend our Year 3 Victorian AMC Winners, James Noonan, Giuseppe
Andronaco and Lachlan Yang on their exceptional achievements.
“I’ve felt more important since I’ve come to Glendalough. I’ve learnt a lot especially
in Maths and English because I feel confident talking in small groups.” One of many
comments made by Year 6 students escorting visitors to Glendalough, affirmed the
success of Educational Support in various roles that facilitate our students’ personal
best. Whether they attend Maths or English Support, Reading Recovery or are
individually cared for through the Integration Program, our dedicated team of Ms
Kate McMahon, Ms Claire Fischer, Ms Leanne Murphy, Ms Kate Allsop, Ms Kate
Carman and Learning Support Officers, Ms Sophie Nicoll, Ms Sonia Macgregor, Ms
Gabby Zito, Ms Jennifer O’Brien, Mr Jordan Mitchener, Ms Liz Matthews and Ms
Rinku Prassad are devoted to students’ wellbeing and academic progress. Our team
works in liaison with Homeroom teachers and ongoing assessments affirm each
student’s growth in confidence, thinking and academic endeavours.
It is time to farewell and thank our valued colleague, Ms Kate McMahon, who retires
at the end of 2017 after eleven years of dedicated service to Glendalough. Kate
is a highly respected Special Education teacher whose expertise and commitment
has been integral to the success of our team. Her care in building trusted learning
environments, teaching expertise and skills in nurturing positive relationships with staff, students and parents have been
highly appreciated. We will miss Kate, but wish
her wonder and joy in travelling adventures
and much satisfaction in her future projects.
Finally we wish our Year 6 students much
happiness and success in their futures. We will
miss their individual personalities, but know that
they are ready to take on life at Heyington and
look forward to hearing of their achievements.
Lorraine Walsh
Co-ordinator of Educational Support
& Talent Development
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YEAR TWO
The Year Two students have had a busy year and it has been our pleasure to watch them grow. This semester each of
the students had the opportunity to act as class captain. The role was held in high esteem and the students upheld their
responsibilities.
The students waited with anticipation for Christmas. They learned about the people of God who waited for Jesus. They
recounted their own experience of waiting for special events such as their birthday or the long awaited visit of a special
friend or relative. We discussed the feelings experienced whilst waiting such as excitement, anticipation, longing, curiosity
and frustration. The students reflected on how Moses needed to wait for God to deliver the Israelites from Egypt. Through
waiting they found their freedom.
The students were involved in Process Drama workshops where they explored story-telling. They fully immersed themselves
in the experience which was expressed through their imagination and their ability to be in the moment. We were fortunate
to have had the opportunity to be invited to the Ruby Tout Theatre to watch The Adventures of Ricki-Tiki-Tavi. The students
were an excellent audience.
The Term Four Inquiry focus was Healthy Choices. The students worked on a number of tasks that saw them become more
aware of the decisions they make regarding their diet and the effects this has on their health and wellbeing.
The students were productive mathematicians this semester. They learned how to ask appropriate questions to collect data.
They measured the capacity and volume of a range of objects. They were fully engaged in a problem-solving challenge to
create a box specifically to hold a maximum amount of popcorn. When learning about location the students hid a robot and
wrote directions that led a friend its hiding place.
In Literacy, the students studied the text Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne, especially to understand how writers create
tone and feeling through words. This texts enabled the students to look closely at four different characters and analyse how
one event can be experienced in different ways. The students wrote creatively about their own experience of making a new
friend in a park.
The Year Two students should be extremely proud of their achievements this year. It has been our pleasure to teach them
and we wish them every success as they move in to Year Three.
Ms. Jenny Scott
Mr. Chris Ward
Year Two Homeroom Teachers
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YEAR THREE
The Year Three students experienced a busy and productive
Semester Two. They were involved in a variety of learning
opportunities that engaged them and allowed them to further
develop their skills across the curriculum.
To introduce the Term Three Inquiry unit on ‘Performance &
Communication’ the students were involved in an incursion
facilitated by ‘The Flying Bookworm Theatre Company’. They were introduced to some of popular works of Banjo
Paterson. Students then had the opportunity to perform and participate as an audience in the retelling of ‘Mulga Bill’s
Bicycle.’
In Term Four the students engaged with great interest in the health based Inquiry unit. The unit incorporated the
concept of Choice, investigating the question, ‘How do the choices we make about our diet, physical activity and
relationships impact on our wellbeing?’
This term also saw the students participating enthusiastically in an intensive swimming program to further develop
their swimming skills.
To end our Religious Education program for the year, the students focused on the season of Advent. In particular the
four themes of Advent - Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. They made connections with the Edmund Rice Touchstones of
Liberating Education, Inclusive Community, Gospel Spirituality and Justice and Solidarity. The students also shared
the symbolism of Christmas in their lives and their own family’s traditions with their peers.
A special part of Year Three was that the students were involved in the Strings Program. They learned one of
the following instruments; violin, viola or cello. The students had the opportunity to perform for their parents and
showcased their development to the Glendalough community at assembly as well as playing in the Semester Two
Class Concerts.
In Year 3 & 4 Sport on Friday afternoons, the students were given the opportunity to learn sports that are part of
APS in Years Five and Six. They also had a taste of friendly competition by competing against Brighton Grammar on
two occasions this semester. They played soccer and football at the Heyington Campus in Term Three and met at
Brighton Grammar School for an Athletics Carnival in Term Four.
We thank all of the students for the joy they brought each day to their Homeroom and for their willingness to participate
in all learning experiences. We wish them a restful break before commencing Year Four in 2018.
Ms Angela Orlando and Mrs Annie Hicks
Year Three Homeroom Teachers
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YEAR FOUR
Inquiry in Term Three was based on performance and communication to coincide with the school musical. The students explored
how to communicate through performance and how to use emotions when performing. They had a particular focus on poetry
and verse. Students participated in an incursion looking at the poems of Banjo Paterson. This was an exciting and engaging
introduction to the Inquiry unit.
In Term Four, students explored how the choices they make impact on their wellbeing. They looked at what is needed to have a
healthy mind, body and spirit. Students also discussed how their decisions and actions affect themselves and others.
The first few weeks of Term Four saw the students in their final stage of preparation to receive the Sacrament of Eucharist. On
Saturday 21st October, the Mass at St Ignatius Church, Richmond was a wonderful celebration. The students were respectful
and focused as they received the Sacrament of Eucharist with the support of their families and the school community. They
reflected on how they will live out the Eucharist in their lives going forward.
During the final two Brighton Grammar exchanges the boys displayed great sportsmanship and enthusiasm. They participated in
football, soccer and athletics this semester in preparation for competing against other schools in Year Five.
The students had an exciting time on their Year 4 camp at Anglesea. They were involved in many outdoor activities such as
surfing, a coastal walk, climbing wall, mountain bike riding and low ropes. Students enjoyed spending three days supporting each
other, working as a team and challenging themselves.
The term concluded with the Carols by Candlelight evening. It was a happy celebration of the Advent season as well as the end
of the academic year.
It was a very entertaining and active semester. We thank the students for their hard work and commitment and wish them all the
very best as they continue their St Kevin’s journey.
Ms Kerry Fleming and Mr Nicholas Honeywood
Year Four Homeroom Teachers
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SPANISH DAY
This semester the students followed the themes of Performance and Communication and Healthy Choices in their Spanish
program.
The Year Five and Six students studied styles of music from the many Spanish speaking countries of the world. They looked
at examples of modern Spanish language music and how performance assists in communicating a message. They then wrote
their own verse of a popular Spanish song. On Spanish Day they saw how the traditional Murga rhythms were used in the
modern song ‘Bonito’ that they had studied. In Term Four, they focussed on healthy eating habits and compared what they eat
for breakfast and what Spanish children eat through a joint survey with a school in Padrenda in Spain.
The Year Three and Four students enjoyed watching a video of a rhythmic poem and then wrote and performed their own
versions about what they see as they walk around the street. They looked at the names of different buildings in a Spanish city
and how these are often linked to their function. This gave them the opportunity to learn about food and how the name of a shop
is linked to the food it sells. The students then wrote and acted out conversations to gain confidence in shopping and ordering
food in Spanish.
The Year One and Two students used songs to help them learn and remember the days of the week, months and how to
describe the weather in Spanish. They saw examples of how Sesame Street showed that many of its residents were bilingual
and often used Spanish. They met Spanish speaking soccer players on Spanish Day and saw how they used both English and
Spanish while coaching. In Term Four, they learned how to describe fruit and created their own book in Spanish.
The Prep students continued to gain in confidence in their use of Spanish. They enjoyed their first experience of Spanish Day
and their Cumbia dance workshop where their instructor used both Spanish and English and taught them some Latin dance
moves.
A very productive and creative semester and I am looking forward to 2018.
Señora Brady
Spanish Teacher
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LIBRARY PREP TO YEAR FOUR
During Semester Two the Library celebrated Book Week, an annual event celebrating the joy of reading which draws
on the wonderful stories and creativity of Australian authors and illustrators.
The focus was on CBCA shortlisted books. After reading the books, we discussed the story and illustrations, themes
of animals, family, friendship, imagination and the Australian way of life.
Prep to Year Six classes had an exciting morning with much loved children’s author Felice Arena, bringing his stories
to life. His works include the incredibly popular series of Specky Magee, Boyz-Rule, Sporty Kids, the action-packed
bionic-hero series Andy Roid, and most recently a work of historical fiction, The Boy and the Spy.
Felice read the story Swimming from the Sporty Kids series to the Prep to Year Three classes. Using his acting
experience, the students felt they were taking part in a swimming lesson, then they performed a great dance routine
using the different swim moves used in the story. Felice brought to life the first chapter of the story The Boy and the
Spy with a dramatic reading to the older students.
The Prep to Year Four classes explored nursery rhymes and fairy tales. Students enjoyed listening to and comparing
different versions of stories. They learned about the mythical creatures, character challenges and the language used
in fairy tales.
A wonderful semester of reading was enjoyed by all.
Ms Jennifer Fanning
Library Teacher
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LIBRARY YEAR 5 AND 6
This semester the students in Year Five and Year Six have been extremely busy. The novels ‘Mechanica’ by Lance Balchin
and ‘Welcome to Country’ by Aunty Joy were the focus for much of the semester. The students have been visualizing parts of a
favourite story, connecting to the first line of a novel, making ‘Mechanica’ creatures, creating a mixed media painting expressing
Aboriginal culture and writing a comic strip.
The Year Five students have been researching ancient forms of handwriting. They have studied hieroglyphics, medieval
handwriting and calligraphy. Using ink and fountain pens was quite challenging!
The Year Six students studied the power that advertising and branding has on consumers. They compared famous brands in
Australia with those worldwide.
The students studied Typographic design and shape poetry using the novel ‘Spellbound’ by Maree Coote.
A highlight for the semester was the Book Week assembly. The jungle drums of ‘Jumanji’ by Chris Van Allsburg could be heard
as an array of book characters came to life, causing great excitement. There was singing, dancing and the students’ work was
proudly displayed.
The semester has flown and all students have worked hard. Our Library is a vibrant space and always fun to visit. We look
forward to the coming year.
Ms Edith Duggan
Library Teacher
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YEAR FIVE

At the beginning of Term Three the students enjoyed a Coding Incursion where the instructors demonstrated how
Scratch and Makey can be used. The students then designed and created their own keyboard controller. The Inquiry
focus for the term was ‘Creativity and Performance’ so the incursion was a perfect way to introduce the unit to the
students. This term, instead of reading a single class novel, the students had the opportunity to study one of five
books through Literature Circles. The books were ‘Born to Run’ by Michael Morpurgo, ‘The Disappearing Act’ by
James Moloney, ‘Yong the Journey of an Unwanted Son’ by Janeen Brian, ‘Small as an Elephant’ by Jennifer Richard
Jacobson and ‘Julius and the Watchmaker’ by Tim Hehir. The students developed their comprehension by taking on
different roles and contributing to discussions about specific themes and ideas that were raised in their novel. They
also started Writers Notebook where they had free choice to write a variety of genres.
The final Inquiry unit for the year encouraged the students to investigate what it means to be physically, socially and
emotionally healthy. They completed the Kidz Bodz ‘Healthy Eating Challenge’ which focused on a weekly concept
to improve their own health and nutrition. Another exciting excursion was held where the students walked from
Glendalough to the Botanic Gardens and then they either walked or ran around ‘The Tan’ before heading over to the
Collingwood Football Club. Here they were given a talk about health and fitness, a tour of the facilities and had a kick
on the oval. Towards the end of the year they were involved in a leadership day to prepare them for being the senior
students of Glendalough.
The Mathematics foci for Semester Two comprised the following: describing, continuing and creating patterns,
playing, experimenting and developing chance events and games, investigating the connection between perimeter,
area, volume and capacity, 12 and 24 hour time and problem solving.
This semester in Religious Education the Year Five students studied ‘The Seven Sacraments’ and learned about
the signs, symbols and rituals associated with theses. They explored the ‘Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit’, through
a study of the Sacrament of Confirmation. The students attended a workshop by JCMA which is an organisation
that represents the Jewish, Muslim and Christian faiths. The unit ‘Waiting for the Messiah’, allowed the students to
examine scripture to make connections between prophecy and fulfilment including many Old Testament characters.
The students also explored the qualities and role of Mary in the Christmas tradition as disciple and mother.
We wish the Year Five students the very best as they use their learning experiences to make the transition to Year
Six.
Mr Jon Taylor
Ms Mary Mazza
Mr Michael Lake
Mr Mike Gould
Ms Anne Waugh
Year Five Homeroom Teachers
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YEAR SIX

faced with in the future and how they can best make appropriate choices for themselves.

The Inquiry focus for Term Three was
Performance and Communication. As
part of this unit, the students worked
through a Bloom’s Taxonomy Grid
which contained a range of activities
relating to Visual Arts, Dance, Drama,
Music and Media Arts, completing
a selection of ten activities over the
course of the term and presenting
a number of these to the class.
Students also created and delivered a
three minute creative performance to
their peers in the final week of Term
Three. Accompanying this unit, the
boys took part in an engaging Drama
Improvisation incursion where they
participated in a range of drama based
games and activities. In Term Four,
the inquiry focus shifted to Healthy
Choices. Students explored how the
decisions they make impact upon
themselves and others and identified
some of the choices that they will be

The Term Three class novel was The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau. The students’ comprehension skills were further developed
as they read through the novel in reading response activities which required them to evaluate the thoughts and feelings of the
main characters and select evidence from the text to support their responses. In Term Four, students examined their first graphic
novel, Neil Gaiman’s ‘Coraline’. They explored its features and how these influenced the reader. As part of writing, students
examined different types of poetry, wrote a book review on their class novel and designed and produced a brochure documenting
the experience at Camp Coolamatong. Mathematics topics covered in Semester Two focused on Geometric Reasoning, Location
and Transformation and Number and Problem Solving.
This semester in Religious Education the Year Six students explored the unit ‘Be Compassionate – Choose Justice’ and examined
what it means to be compassionate in their own personal contexts and discussed issues of discrimination and racism in today’s
society. The boys attended a workshop by JCMA which is an organisation that represents the Jewish, Muslim and Christian faiths.
The unit ‘My Mission in the Faith Community’ allowed students to develop their understanding of how the fruits and gifts of the Holy
Spirit empower Christians to live out the message of the Church today.
We wish the Year Six students the very best as they continue their educational journey at Heyington in 2018.
Mr Bernard de Jong; Mr Julius Wong; Mrs Kate Allsop; Mr Alain Van Gurp; Mrs Gillian Mitchener
Year Six Homeroom Teachers
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
LEARNING
The Social Emotional Learning sessions for Semester Two commenced with the concept: BE BRAVE – PARTICIPATE
TO PROGRESS - Wilson McCaskill.
The whole school Inquiry topic of ‘Performance’ provided a perfect opportunity for the students to learn more about
the importance of participation and courage. The key understanding behind Social Emotional learning sessions is:
‘The braver you are the more you learn.’
Whilst playing the ‘Play is the Way’ games the students were encouraged to participate at their level, be brave,
embrace the fun of the game, to welcome challenges and mistakes and bounce back when things went wrong.
The Term Four Social Emotional Learning concept was: IT TAKES GREAT STRENGTH TO BE SENSIBLE - Wilson
McCaskill
Whilst this concept predominately focussed on self- awareness and self-management it was also a great opportunity
for the students to gain an awareness of how their behaviours and actions impact on others.
A constant reminder in SEL was that we make much better decisions when we are grounded, centred and focussed.
With this in mind SEL classes often commenced or concluded with a simple mindfulness exercise.
This semester we also acknowledged ‘Are You OK Day?’ and Mental Health week with discussions and activities
around looking out for yourself and others and actions we can take to increase our mental health.
Ms Kate Carman
Social Emotional Learning Facilitator
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MUSIC
Singing, dancing, playing, performing and creating have been at the heart of the students’ Glendalough experience this
semester with students in Years 3 to 6 involved in the preparation of our musical, Peter Pan Jr. The students not only
worked on their singing and dancing but developed acting skills so they could portray their characters convincingly.
The ‘wow factor’ of arriving at a professional Melbourne theatre took the experience of all Years 3 to 6 students in our
musical, Peter Pan Jr, from one of hard-work to one of joy and delight. The students transformed their participation
from one of being ‘on the side lines’ and watching the action around them, to fully committing to their roles and being
part of the action ensuring the show was a fabulous success with fine singing, acting and dancing.
Developing a growth mindset has been at the core of all our skill development this semester. Each student is
congratulated on his effort and his determination to improve. This is a life-long skill and promotes resilience and a
‘give-it-a-go’ attitude. We ask the students to be brave and courageous in all that they do.
The Prep to Year 2 students have worked with great enthusiasm on their dancing skills with their choreographed
movement to art music in ‘Move It’ sessions. These early formative years of artful music experiences create the
essential building blocks on which the instrumental program so successfully builds from Year 3 onwards. The students
in all year levels have consolidated their singing abilities and have focussed on their rhythm skills to enable them to
simultaneously perform the beat and rhythm of folk songs they have learnt. This skill shows an excellent understanding
of both these concepts.
Instrumental performance has been a focus for the Year 3 students with their String lessons and Corelli String
ensemble, the Year 4 students in the classroom Recorder program and the Year 5 students in the Wind, String and
Percussion program. The students learn to independently read rhythms and the steps, skips and leaps in stave
notation so they can be well-educated, literate musicians.

Mrs Ruth Friend
Assistant Head of Music – Glendalough
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Throughout Semester Two, Physical Education classes focussed on skill development, sportsmanship, teamwork and
physical fitness. In the Prep programme the focus was on the development of gross motor skills. Lessons included
activities that emphasised spatial awareness, hand-eye and foot-eye co-ordination, game sense and an introduction
to sportsmanship. The students were involved in units that focused on striking, kicking, throwing, bouncing, passing,
shooting and catching using a variety of equipment including baseball bats, cricket bats, soccer balls, basketballs and
tennis balls. The second component of the five-day intensive swimming programme, at the Wilding Centre, provided
the students with many new challenges and the opportunity to further develop their skills.
In Year One, the focus was developing the correct technique for throwing, kicking, sprinting and striking. Lessons
included a variety of stations, activities, games and opportunities to reflect on their performance using digital
technologies. Modified tennis and cricket games and activities such as ‘Rapid Fire Cricket’ enabled the students to
practice single and double-handed striking with a particular emphasis on the fore-hand strike.
In Year Two and Three, students participated in an athletics, basketball, cricket and tennis unit. They focused on field
events to assist their development of effective and safe jumping, landing and throwing techniques. In the basketball
unit, the skills and strategies common to many team sports were developed. Students practised catching, passing,
shooting and dribbling to develop ball control, overall hand-eye co-ordination and using offensive strategies to improve
their ‘game sense’. Finally, students practised striking and volleying a stationary and moving ball as they played
modified T-ball, tennis and cricket.
All students in Year Four, Five and Six participated in a series of fitness tests, focussing on: agility, strength, power,
endurance, flexibility, hand-eye co-ordination, skipping, speed and aerobic capacity. They also completed units on
athletic field events: high jump, long jump, shot put. The Year Six units included gaelic football, modified cricket and
T-ball. Year Five completed units on gaelic fotball, basketball and participated in an intensive swimming program. The
Year Four students enjoyed units focused on developing their foot-eye co-ordination and their hand-eye co-ordination.
They completed their intensive swimming program with success.

Mr Hartley Stone
Mr Luke Hayes
Physical Education Teachers
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VISUAL ART
Students in Visual Art focused on the musical ‘Peter Pan’. Year Six made
isometric and oblique designs of beds and then scale-models based on those
seen in the nursery set. They also made plan, front and side elevations of
pirate ships.
Year Five students made designs then constructed a relief sculpture of the
pirate ship set. They also studied perspective drawing techniques to improve
their use of space in their designs.
Year Four students looked at the creation of mixed-media assemblages.
They created collages of the Lost Boy’s hideout and constructed a ‘Rabbit
and Hat’ pop-up drawing. They explored the Inquiry theme ‘Performance’ by
making caricatures of famous entertainers.
The Year Three sessions consisted of mixed-media and watercolour paintings
of the mermaid lagoon from Peter Pan, a copy of the map of Neverland and
clay sculptures of crocodiles.
Year Two students made coloured paper mosaics of the mermaid island, stepby-step drawings of Peter Pan and Captain Hook and ceramic sculptures of
stingrays.
The Prep students learned to recognize artworks that are ‘abstract’. They
considered the work of artists such as Alexander Calder and Vincent Van Gogh. Students created an abstract
sculpture, drew from life and explored printmaking.
In Term Four, students from Year Four to Year Six sat revision examinations. These tests involved the revision of
processes, terminology, colour theory and specific art styles. Year Six student also constructed balsa wood tall ship
models and made posters based on the ‘Wellbeing’ Inquiry unit.
Year Five students made an expressionist portrait based on ‘The Scream of Nature’ by Edvard Munch. They
designed and constructed balsa wood models of fighter jets and created art pieces relating to cyber safety.
Year Four classes explored the ‘Healthy Choices’ theme by designing and construction a ‘Wellbeing Trophy’ in clay
and making Pop Art versions of junk food. The Year Threes made line and pattern drawings of animals, sculptures
of spiders and silhouette-inspired designs based on ancient Greek art.
Year Two students looked at optical illusions in art. They made their own versions of the Necker Cube, ambiguous
animal drawings, Mexican ‘Day of the Dead’ decorative skulls and one-point perspective landscape illusions.
As part of the ‘Healthy Choices’ Inquiry unit, the Year Ones contributed to a mural of fruit and vegetables on
the school windows. They discussed the work of artists such as Alexandra Kehayoglou and Leonard Knight and
created their own pot plant sculptures.
Mr John Opie & Ms Marnie Ceballos
Visual Art Teachers
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