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Religious Education

The Year began with our Opening Mass at St Patrick’s cathedral.  We have 
much to celebrate and be grateful for in our centenary year and the mass was 
a fitting beginning to our mark our 100th year. Archbishop Coleridge, an old 
Collegian, spoke about the role of St Kevin’s in the long history of the evolu-
tion of an Australian spirituality. With over 2000 students participating in full 
voice, we were left with a sense of pride at being a part of such a wonderful 
College.
To mark the beginning of Lent we were honoured to have local Aboriginal 
woman, Sheree Balcombe perform a smoking ceremony. As Sheree lit the 
fire and fanned the flames she explained that before worshipping, Aboriginal 
people prepare themselves by cleansing. The cleansing is done through puri-
fication by the smoke that comes from fire. The ceremony began around the 
fire and as we circled it and let the smoke drift over us Samuel Kerr played the 
didgeridoo. The haunting sounds of the didgeridoo transformed the oval into a sacred space and we were welcomed to country.
The ceremony was followed by an Ash Wednesday liturgy led by the Social Justice Leaders. All present at the liturgy were 
marked with the ashes as a sign that we are people of God. 
The Term One Religious Education focus in all homerooms was Easter and the student’s learning culminated in a beautiful re-
enactment of The Easter Story. 
Term Two was a very exciting time for many of the Year Three students who received the Sacrament of Penance for the first 
time. The students learned about the sacrament throughout the term and together with their parents, participated in an informa-
tion evening led by Mrs. Hicks, Ms. Orlando and Mrs. Roland. The students, and their parents, were presented with a number 
of activities that required them to look closely at their behaviour. The students were guided to understand that reconciliation 
and forgiveness can happen every day, but to celebrate the sacrament with our community and by talking to a priest was the 
true meaning of the sacrament. 
Prayer is a vital part of the life of Glendalough and all students have the opportunity 
for daily prayer in the Homeroom. To support families, Prayer Packs have been 
established and over the course of the year, every Glendalough family will have the 
opportunity to use this resource for prayer at home. Each family is asked to write 
a family prayer and these form part of our Glendalough Family Prayer Book. The 
book is located in reception, allowing access for the community to share. Over the 
semester all classes have time scheduled into their busy week to visit the Oratory. 
The Oratory provides a sacred space for prayer and reflection and many students 
comment that they value the time spent in this quiet, peaceful space. 

Mrs. Robyn Roland
Assistant Dean of Faith and Mission -
Glendalough
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Preparatory
The 2018 Preparatory Students were keen to become a part of St Kevin’s College and quickly em-
braced the spirit of belonging to our school, their house and their homerooms. It was a full term 
of learning the rules and expectations, following routines and remembering the names of teachers 
and new friends. Each Prep boy was allocated a Year Six buddy. The much-loved buddies visited 
every week to spend time helping the Preps with their learning. 
The inquiry unit ‘Our Community’ explored the sense of belonging. We investigated the various 
communities our families belong to. Students discussed the significance of the St Kevin’s College 
Centenary year. They listened to guest speakers who talked about their experiences at St Kevin’s 
College throughout the century.  They had the privilege of visiting Mr Russell in his office where 
he shared a little of his own family story.
We celebrated Edmund Rice day with a whole school liturgy and tabloid sports at the Tooronga 
Sports Field campus. There was much laughter as the Preparatory students enjoyed parachute 
games and novelty events.
Through our next inquiry unit we explored the concept of ‘Survival’. We visited the Melbourne Zoo and participated in the 
‘Wild Explorers’ programme. We spent time in the explorer’s garden, observed many animals and even touched a turtle and 
a snake. The Preparatory students wrote several information reports and compared and contrasted animals from the desert, 
rainforest and ocean habitats.
In Religious Education, the students were immersed in prayer and prayerful experiences. They learned the Easter Story and 
celebrated the Resurrection at a whole school liturgy. After hearing the story of Pentecost, the students reflected on the special 
gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit and made portraits of people they know who enact these gifts. Term Two concluded by look-
ing at the Creation Story and developing a greater sense of wonder and awe at our world.
In English this semester, the students learned their letters and sounds and began reading simple texts. They were exposed to a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction texts and challenged themselves to include punctuation in their writing, take risks with their 
spelling and were becoming confident young writers. The students warmly welcomed the wonderful parent helpers into our 
classroom.
Mathematics this semester was a fun, hands-on and exciting time in the Prep classrooms. The students were truly engaged as 
they shared their ideas and worked collaboratively on games and activities aimed at consolidating and developing their under-
standing. They practised counting, reading and writing and comparing numbers. We 
went for a shape hunt around Glendalough and explored two dimensional shapes and 
categorised them according to their features.  The boys enjoyed identifying patterns 
in our school environment and created their own patterns using various materials.
The young men of Prep have worked hard and had a very busy and exciting intro-
duction into school life.  We look forward to continuing this learning journey in 
Semester Two. 

Mrs Fiona Posar
Mrs Tarsha Corr
Prep Homeroom Teachers
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Year One
The students in Year One embraced the challenges and rewards of Semester One with enthusiasm. They continued to 
strengthen existing friendships and welcomed new students to the year level with kindness and compassion.
In Religious Education the students explored the theme of belonging in relation to being a part of God’s family. They 
learned about the symbols used in Baptism and made links between their family and God’s family. During the season 
of Lent, they discussed the Easter Story and reflected on the events of Holy Week. During Term Two the focus was 
on the Ascension and Pentecost. The students wondered about the meaning of the Ascension and how Jesus felt. They 
responded to the story and message of Pentecost by identifying a Gift and Fruit of the Holy Spirit they see in their own 
lives. 
During English this semester, the students participated co-operatively in literacy groups. The students worked on a 
range of reading activities which included iPads, computer programs, big book responses and reflections about the texts 
they read during guided reading sessions. Through shared reading, the students were exposed to a variety of informa-
tional texts, particularly about animals and habitats. They responded through creating their own information report on 
an animal of their choice. 
In Mathematics, students consolidated their understanding of place value, addition and subtraction. During measure-
ment sessions, the students enjoyed the hands on aspect of investigating the properties and features of 2D shapes and 
3D objects. A highlight of this unit was going on a ‘shape hunt’ around the school.
Our first Inquiry topic for the year was Community. Through the St Kevin’s College centenary year celebrations, the 
students investigated the question, ‘How do our connections make us who we are?’ They shared the communities they 
are a part of and their role in each. Our second unit of Inquiry explored the key concept of Survival. A highlight was a 
visit to the Melbourne Zoo where students had the opportunity to explore a range of animals in their different habitats.
We are very proud of their efforts and look forward to guiding their learning next semester.
Ms Sarah Maple
Ms Julia Rocca
Year 1A and 1B Homeroom Teachers
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Student Support Services
Throughout the Mathematics Extension Program, students in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed enriching the depth of knowledge, 
critical and creative thinking and reasoning skills. They took risks and used initiative as they explored mathematical con-
cepts, processes and strategies during independent, paired and group problem solving. Students were challenged to solve 
practical, written and visual tasks. Their enthusiasm for mathematics, contributions to discussions and collaborative learning 
and their pride in achievement was contagious. Mrs Claire Fischer and I delighted in sharing in their learning and diverse 
personalities.
Mrs Robyn Roland, Ms Christine Davey, Mrs Claire Fischer and Mrs Kate Allsop facilitated Educational Support for stu-
dents whose learning is enriched through small group intervention or individual guidance. Students responded to the encour-
agement and specific modelling that our dedicated teachers provided in English and Mathematics. The small group settings 
allowed trusting relationships to develop between staff and students, whilst positive self-concepts were nurtured and students 
experienced success at their levels of readiness. In addition, our highly committed Learning Support Officers, Ms Gabby 
Zito, Mr Jordan Mitchener, Mrs Rinku Prassad, Mrs Sophie Nicoll, Mrs Sonia MacGregor, Mrs Jennifer O’Brien, Mrs Liz 
Mathews and Mr James Toohey provided extra support in the classroom to optimise learning engagement and opportunities 
for success whilst fostering work habits, independence and personal responsibility for learning. 
The Interschool Debating Forum is another opportunity that is provided for Year 6 students to extend their oral presenta-
tion and English skills. Affirmative and Negative teams debated against other colleges on a range of topics and our students 
represented 
St. Kevin’s proudly. 
We look forward to further adventures in learning throughout the second semester.
Mrs Lorraine Walsh
Co-ordinator of Educational Support and Talent Development
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Year Two

The students made an excellent transition to Year Two and have continued to develop responsibility for their learning and 
respect for self and others.
As part of the St Kevin’s Centenary year the student’s inquired into the meaning of community and the history of our 
school. They heard from a number of special guests who were old Collegians going back as far 1938 and enjoyed hearing 
their stories. Students reflected on the life of St Kevin and the story of the blackbird when they viewed the new stained 
glass window in the chapel.
In Term Two, the students participated with enthusiasm and curiosity in the inquiry unit called ‘Animal Explorers’. They 
enjoyed an excursion to the Melbourne Zoo and had the opportunity to ask questions about habitats, survival and adapta-
tions. Students experienced ‘hands on’ activities in the Wild Explorers garden. They investigated an animal of their choice, 
wrote an information report, prepared an oral presentation for the class and used their creativity to design and make a 
diorama of their animal and its habitat.
The students participated in a daily literacy block, which included reading groups and writing. In shared reading sessions 
they developed their understanding of reading strategies to deepen their comprehension and enjoyment of texts. Through-
out the semester students focused on the strategies of connecting, questioning, visualising and inferring. They created texts 
which included an animal information report and narratives using a variety of visual stimulus.
In Mathematics the students developed their understanding of place value, addition and subtraction. They collected and 
presented data, measured length and area and explored the properties of two and three dimensional objects. The students 
described, continued and created patterns and used a calendar to identify days and dates.
The Year Two students have contributed positively to the St Kevin’s community. We look forward to continuing our jour-
ney together in Semester Two.
Ms Jenny Scott
Ms Kerry Fleming 
Year Two Homeroom Teachers



PAGE  7   GLENDALOUGH CURRICULUM NEWS

Year Three
The students of Year Three made a wonderful start to the year as we welcomed seven new boys into the cohort. All the stu-
dents settled in quickly and embraced everything Glendalough had to offer. There was particular excitement around learning 
an instrument for the first time.
It has been a busy semester starting with the beautiful Centenary Opening School Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, followed 
by a day of celebration back at Glendalough. The opportunity to be part of a whole school gathering happened again at the 
Edmund Rice Day Mass in Term Two, after which the students spent the afternoon at the new St Kevin’s Tooronga Sports 
Fields rotating through activities in teams. At both these celebrations the Year Three students participated with reverence 
showing an understanding of the sense of occasion attached to each. This was mirrored in the way they prepared for and 
celebrated the Sacrament of First Reconciliation at St Ignatius Church. It was a special occasion shared with family and the 
school community. 
There was a trip to the Melbourne Museum to deepen their understanding of the story of indigenous Australians and their 
shared history. This led to an incursion where each student made a prayer rock using symbols to represent a part of their own 
family story. The excursion to the Melbourne Zoological Gardens took place in Term Two and required the students to in-
vestigate the stories of five local species that are endangered and how we can help them. It linked into our topic of ‘Survival’ 
and was a purposeful way for the students to observe animal adaptations. 
In English, to support the students’ writing skills, they were introduced to mentor sentences from familiar texts that high-
lighted sentence structure, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation. In Term Two, the students enjoyed reading and analyzing 
the ‘The BFG’ by Roald Dahl.
In Mathematics, the students worked independently and in groups to investigate number with place value, addition and sub-
traction with regrouping. They also engaged in hands on activities to explore 3D shapes and time.
Most definitely, the highlight of Term Two was going on an overnight camp to Candlebark Farm in Healesville. The students 
participated in exciting outdoor educational activities. For some it was the first experience of being away from home. It was 
wonderful to witness the encouragement and support all students showed towards their classmates.
We thank the students for their dedication and enthusiasm towards their work in Semester One and look forward to many 
other learning opportunities and experiences ahead. 
Ms Angela Orlando
Mrs Annie Hicks
Year 3 Homeroom Teachers

           



Year Four
Semester One in Year 4 was filled with challenging activities and new learning experiences. During 
First Term, the Inquiry unit allowed students to choose from a range of activities investigating Indig-
enous Australian culture. In Writing, we looked at how to write engaging narratives by using ‘Power 
Openers’ to grab the reader’s attention and by incorporating descriptive language.
Through our Term Two Inquiry topic on “Survival” we looked at different climate zones, animals who 
live in them and the adaptations that have occurred to allow these animals to survive. We explored 
endangered animals and looked at the environmental issues that these animals face. Students developed 
their persuasive writing skills throughout the term, presenting their opinions and writing convincing 
arguments, supported by evidence, on a range of issues related to wildlife and the environment.  
During Reading, students have explored a range of comprehension strategies, including questioning, 
interpreting the main idea and making connections when reading, with many activities focusing on the 
class novel “New Boy” by Nick Earle. 
This semester in Religious Education, the students learned about the Holy Spirit and identified people 
in their lives or community groups that demonstrate God’s spirit in action. During Lent they reflected 
on how they can become closer to God by making sacrifices and helping others. Students developed 
their understanding of the need to be Stewards of Creation. Linked to their Inquiry pursuits, they read 
and discussed literature, prayers, psalms and art work about creation and caring for our world. 
Throughout Mathematics this semester, students investigated different strategies for solving addition, 
subtraction and multiplication calculations. They participated in hands-on activities to measure area 
and perimeter, investigated two and three dimensional shapes and their properties and developed their 
understanding of Algebraic Thinking. Students also explored angles, data representation and interpreta-
tion.
Highlights of the semester included the House Swimming and Cross Country events, participating in 
the Swimming and Cross Country exchanges with Brighton Grammar along with excursions to the 
museum and zoo. 
We look forward to another busy semester full of creativity, rich learning and teamwork. 
Mr Bernard de Jong
Ms Sarah Goulding
Year 4 Homeroom Teachers



Spanish
Language learning requires skills that we have all used at least once and many of us more than once. 
Making the students aware of these skills has been the focus of the Spanish program this semester at 
Glendalough. 
The Prep students found language learning fun and easy. They saw how singing helps with pronunciation 
and remembering words. Associating actions with phrases assists understanding and communication. Be-
ing able to express how you´re feeling creates a context for meaningful communication. 
The Year One and Two students saw connections with English when learning animal vocabulary and 
how using language they have previously learned, helps them retain that language by applying it in a 
new context. They made books based on Dr Seuss demonstrating how illustrations can help us under-
stand new language. 
Students in Year Three and Four used language they had previously learned in a new context too. They 
learned the language of body parts through movement with a game called ‘Amanda manda’ which had a 
fun, competitive element. They combined this vocabulary with what they already knew in writing de-
scriptions of monsters and incorporating the concept of verb conjugation.
The Year Five students saw how a combination of these techniques helps you to learn Spanish rapidly. 
They then wrote a text in Spanish using their new skills. The students with prior experience of Spanish 
learning expanded their vocabulary and applied their knowledge of Spanish grammar and structure in 
their writing. 
The Year Six students consolidated a range of Spanish grammar rules which will assist them in continu-
ing their Spanish studies at Heyington. They practised these while reading and then writing about a fam-
ily. 
Years One to Six all tried an activity called ‘running dictation’ which is a collaborative effort involving 
all four skills: reading, speaking, listening and writing to reproduce a Spanish text. Channelling the stu-
dents’ natural competitive instincts led to speed being a priority but they soon learned that just like when 
trying to score a goal on the sports field, accuracy was equally important. 
Señora Brady
Spanish teacher
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Social Emotional 
Learning

Each week, set year levels participated in the Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Program. The core 
purpose of the program was to develop the boy’s personal and social capabilities, including; recogni-
tion and expression of emotions, development of resilience, relationships and diversity and collaboration. 
During the SEL program this semester students throughout the school have focused on the ‘Golden Rule’ 
Treating others as you would like them to treat you.  Through games and activities they focused on being 
positive team members, friendships skills and leadership qualities, co-operative behaviours, being a good 
friend and moving on and letting go.
This semester a range of classes were also involved in meditation and mindfulness sessions. These sessions 
were either held in the classroom or led by Ms Emma Abbott. The intentions for the meditation/ mindful-
ness program were:
• to build self-awareness through a creative range of activities and exercises.
• to introduce children to the marvellous, magical properties of their own minds and bodies.
• to develop subtle techniques of scanning the attention through the body, breathing and mind mas-
tery.
• explore ways to connect these skills to everyday life.
Mr. Alain Van Gurp
Social Emotional Learning Facilitator
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Library

The new Library space was welcomed with great excitement. It is a colourful and vibrant area that the students are 
very proud of.      This semester has been a busy one. To complement the inquiry topics ‘Identity’ and ‘Survival’ 
the students listened to, read and enjoyed stories from Australian authors and stories of survival and animals. The 
students work contributed to an ‘Australiana’ and ‘Jungle’ theme and helped to make the Library very inviting.
The Prep, Year One and Year Two classes have been creating creatures of the jungle. They designed and made pup-
pets, paper plate creatures, peg animals, masks and created a giant ‘Elmer’ elephant using collage. They have been 
comparing information books and picture story books building their knowledge of the animals in the jungle. The 
students responded to the stories of Hurry Up Alfie by Anna Walker, A Lion in Paris by Beatrice Alemagna, In the 
Wild by David Elliot, Rumble in the Jungle by Giles Andreae, Piranhas Don’t eat Bananas by Aaron Blabey, Elmer 
by David McKee and Counting Lions by Katie Cotton.
The Year Three and Four students focused on dreamtime stories and created animals and bookmarks using scratch 
art. They have been developing their research skills and have studied information texts. After reading ‘The Min-
pins’ by Roald Dahl the students visualised what ‘The Gruncher’ would look like, designed a flying machine and 
wrote using descriptive language. The students responded to the stories of The Cockroach War by Jonathan Harlen, 
Whippersnapper by Felice Arena, Dog Tales by Emily Rodda, Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo and The 
Minpins by Roald Dahl.
The Year Five students used aboriginal symbols to create and tell a story. The Year Six students chose an Australian 
author and constructed a 3D author study using connection cards. They studied topography and designed an island 
using ordnance survey and orienteering symbols. The students responded to the stories of Kensuke’s Kingdom by 
Michael Morpurgo, The City of Ember and The People of Sparks by Jeanne DuPrau, The Last Wild by Piers Torday 
and Icefall by Matthew J. Kirby
It has been a delight to witness the enthusiasm, students and staff have for our new Library. We look forward to an 
exciting second semester.
Ms Edith Duggan
Ms Christine Davey
Library Teachers
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Year Five
The Year Five Level welcomed many new students to Glendalough at the beginning of the year. Once 
again we were fortunate to have the Year 5 Camp early in Term One where the entire level went to 
Camp Jungai at Rubicon in Gippsland. Although the program ran in class groups, there were plenty 
of opportunities for the boys to catch up with old friends from other classes, as well as meeting the 
new boys to the College.  The week away provided opportunities for students to face personal chal-
lenges, take risks and to support each other in the pursuit of doing their best. Some of the highlights 
included the possum pull, high ropes, canoeing, raft building, orienteering, the bushwalk and camp-
ing out.
The main focus for Religious Education in Term I was ‘People of God’ in Australia. The boys re-
searched the Bishops that the Glendalough Houses are named after and completed a project on their 
specific House. They also celebrated the centenary year of the College by going on an excursion to St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, the Albert Street School, Melbourne Indigenous Transition School and the Year 
9 Waterford Campus. It was an enjoyable day visiting the various buildings that hold a significant 
part in the College history. In Term Two they concentrated on the units ‘Life Is Good’ and ‘Mission 
Possible’ which culminated in a research task of a ‘Non- Profit Organisation’ that has a social justice 
ethos. 
The Inquiry focus for Term One was ‘Community’.  The students investigated the different com-
munities they belong to and then looked at their school community and the history of St Kevin’s 
College.  In Term Two, the students engaged in a study on ‘Survival’, looking at how animals have 
adapted to their particular environments. Through class discussion, group work and their own in-
vestigation they researched the structural and behavioural changes of various animals over time. An 
excursion to the Serendip Sanctuary, a wetland run by Parks Victoria in Lara proved a lot of fun with 
a ponding activity and session as junior ranger wildlife detective. 
In English, the students spent a significant amount of time reading, discussing, debating and writ-
ing everything “persuasive”. They explored the structure and language features of the text type and 
learned how to offer support or evidence to justify their argument. The College provided the oppor-
tunity for an Author in Residence to work with the students.  Writer Michael Wagner visited the Year 
Five students on four separate occasions to share some of his tips about narrative writing. In reading, 
the students participated in reading groups and studied a novel called ‘Because of Mr Terupt’ by Rob 
Buyea. It followed the lives of several students and their rookie teacher from the characters’ perspec-
tives.
As a part of Mathematics, the boys explored the concept of place value, learned how to apply differ-
ent strategies to the four operations, investigated rational numbers (fractions, decimals, percentages), 
delved into the attributes of patterns and algebra and drew three-dimensional shapes and their links to 
two-dimensional objects.
Semester One provided many valuable learning experiences for all of the students in Year Five.
Mr Jon Taylor
Ms Anne Waugh
Mr Michael Lake
Ms Mary Mazza
Mr Mile Gould
Year 5 Homeroom Teachers
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Year Six
Semester One has been a busy and exciting time for all the students in Year Six, particularly with it being 
the Centenary Year of Celebrations at St Kevin’s College . The students made a wonderful start to the school 
year, accepting their role as leaders and recognising the need to step forward and take on the challenge of 
new responsibilities. 
During Religious Education, the students learned about Jesus’mission to bring the Good News of God’s love 
to all. During Lent, the students explored ways in which Lent offers opportunities for growth and transfor-
mation. In Term Two, the students learned about the freedom to choose, given to them by God, and exam-
ined the responsibilities resulting from their choices.
In English, the students spent a significant amount of time reading and responding to the class novels ‘Blue-
back’ and ‘Two Wolves, developing their skills in connecting, inferring, predicting and strengthening their 
ability to deeply comprehend what they read. Students also explored the language features and structure of 
biographical and persuasive texts. 
As part of Mathematics, the students continued to strengthen their number sense and understanding of the 
four operations. They built on their geometric reasoning skills and their knowledge of fractions, decimals 
and percentages. They examined and produced a range of data with multiple categories and presented data 
outcomes in different formats.
The Inquiry Unit for Term One was ‘Community’. As the College was celebrating its centenary year, stu-
dents looked at the roles and responsibilities of different people within the community and discussed the key 
values that make up St Kevin’s College. The Term Two Inquiry was Survival and Adaptation. Through class 
discussions, individual work, group tasks, an excursion to Sea Life Melbourne and a research investigation, 
the students developed an understanding of adaptations of plants and animals.
Semester One also included a number of opportunities to work together with students from Korowa, Sacre 
Coeur and Loreto as part of the Year Six Exchange program. The students participated in dance, team build-
ing and art workshops. Year Six students have also relished the opportunity to be involved in both science 
and specialist maths classes this semester. 
Mr Tom Duggan
Mr Jules Wong
Mrs Kate Allsop 
Mrs Gillian Mitchener  
Mr Alain Van Gurp
Mr Stephen Monaghan 
Year Six Homeroom Teachers
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Music
Establishing an understanding of beat vs rhythm is an essential part of learning about music, no matter the 
age of the student. The students in Prep have performed the beat or rhythm to songs in many ways then 
progressed to performing the rhythm as ta or titi.
The Year 1 students have learned that the beat with no sound is called ‘sa’ and they began singing folk 
songs in solfa using the pitches ‘so and mi’.
In Year 2 students sang songs using 3 pitches, ‘mi, so and la’. They performed the songs on chime bars, 
wrote notation in the stave in the lines and spaces of the treble stave and learned to conduct.
Year 3 students discovered the new note ‘re’ learning how to analyse and play their known folksongs on 
tuned percussion instruments in class, using this new pitch. It has been fabulous to watch rehearsals of 
Corelli Strings to see the progression of the students’ playing and the eagerness that is almost palpable for 
making music together.
Year 4 students embarked on the recorder program where the learning intention is to identify note names 
in the treble stave. The recorder can be a beautiful instrument if played gently and many of the boys are 
achieving excellent results due to their regular home practice using the recording as a home work tool. 
Year 5 students have consolidated their knowledge of notation in the stave, identifying steps and skips with 
the focus being to develop an understanding of 
transposition; changing the key of the piece. 
Students have performed independently sing-
ing in solfa while displaying their knowledge 
of pitch contour with the use of hand-signs. 
In Year 6, students learned songs which in-
cluded the new note ‘high do’ and have sung 
and composed short melodies using the penta-
tonic scale in 3 metre. Practising and perform-
ing their compositions on tuned percussion 
whilst singing them was a valuable challenge. 
Mrs Friend
Assistant Head of Music - Glendalough 
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Physical Education
For many of our students Physical Education and Sport is a shared passion and a highly anticipated part 
of their week at Glendalough. This Semester the students in Prep, Year One and Year Two have enjoyed 
participating in many games and activities to develop their fundamental motor skills. These skills included 
throwing, catching, basketball dribbling and also a variety of fun and active tagging games. The students 
have performed many individual and partner activities but have also comprehensively focused on being 
positive and co-operative team members. The Prep students have thoroughly enjoyed the Perceptual Motor 
Program. This program aims to develop overall co-ordination and focuses on balancing, jumping, rolling, 
throwing, catching, skipping and hopping.
In Year Three and Four the students have been developing skills such as overarm throwing and catching, 
dribbling a basketball whilst moving, shooting and using a variety of different passes in basketball. This 
semester students have been encouraged to display effective leadership skills whilst playing in small teams. 
A major focus was on displaying co-operative behaviours and positive attitudes. The Year Three and Four 
students enjoyed friendly competition with Brighton Grammar School in both Swimming and Cross Coun-
try. The exchange aims to provide the students with an introduction to the skills and demands of the APS 
competition as well as equip them with the strategies and knowledge of good sportsmanship and fair play.
In Year Five and Six the students have enjoyed learning the necessary skills and strategies used in the inva-
sion games of Basketball, European Handball and Tchoukball. Tchoukball unlike any other game, is where 
you can score at both ends of the field which creates many unique strategies the boys need to understand. 
After experiencing each of the three sports the students compared the many similarities between the games 
and applied their knowledge of offensive and defensive strategies to each game. The Year Six students 
enjoyed completing the ‘Learn to Swim’ program and both year levels 
had the privilege of competing in weekly sport with other APS schools. 
These sports included Cricket, Swimming, Tennis, Table Tennis, Austra-
lian Rules Football, Netball, Volleyball and Cross Country Running.   

Mr Luke Hayes 
Mr Tim O’Dwyer
Physical Education Teachers
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Art
Students in Year Six created symbols to represent various communities. They worked individually and 
collaboratively to explore the elements and principles of design.
In Term Two, they looked at design conventions, such as two-point perspective and isometric drawing. 
They created geometric designs, based on Middle Eastern art and a sculpture that used a combination of 
construction and sculpting techniques. 
Year Five students used the characteristics of surrealist art to create their own work. They were exposed 
to various methods for representing the human face and used cubist, expressionist and sculptural tech-
niques for these tasks.
Year Four Visual Art art explored the creation of tone and form. They made still-life designs, looked at 
Federation and used the ‘Heidelberg School’ paintings for their own work. They learned one-point per-
spective and oblique angled font design and made a wire armature to support a clay sculpture. 
Year Three students used indigenous and non-indigenous Australian history and culture as the catalyst 
for their work. They depicted how camouflage is used in the wild and how animals may need to adapt to 
new living conditions in the future.
Year Two students explored texture and atmosphere in art. The subject matter consisted of animals, land-
scapes and communities. They created paper mosaics and ceramic sculptures with survival as the theme. 
Students also looked at the decorative art seen in traditional Pacific craft and created their own designs.
The Year One students analysed the work of artists including Sol LeWitt and Jeff Koons. They produced 
a range of artworks including ‘readymade’ sculptures, ‘chance’ collages and Mexican Niches.
The Prep students began to recognise the difference between ‘abstract’ and ‘realistic’, as well as primary 
and secondary colours. They created a face sculpture inspired by Pablo Picasso and a collage in the style 
of Rosalie Gascoigne 
Mr John Opie (Year 2 – 6)
Ms Marnie Ceballos (Prep – Year 1)
Art Teachers






