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PreparatoryReligious Education
To mark our centenary year, the students of Glendalough each contributed to creating a mosaic installation. Many of the images were designed 
by Year 5 and 6 students and all represent St Kevin. They depict the towers of Glendalough, the blackbird and the Bible. The Cross and the 
Christian symbol of the fish are among the mosaics, as are patterns in our College colours; ‘the green, the gold and blue’. Mrs. Shirley Dwyer 
oversaw the artworks and we are grateful to her for her time and her skill. The students were very proud of the installation and we hope it will 
stand as a reminder of our heritage for many years to come. During Term Three the following question was posed to the Glendalough students, 
‘If an alien landed at Glendalough and asked us what we believe in, what would be our answer?’ 

It will come as no surprise that the students had little hesitation in answering the question, and although it varied from homeroom to 
homeroom the resounding answer was ‘We are a Catholic College and are a part of the very big family that is the Catholic Church.’ Further 
to this, the answers consisted of the following- we believe in prayer, we believe Mary is Jesus’ mother, we believe in the communion of saints, 
we believe the Bible holds our Christian stories and we believe that at Mass the bread becomes Jesus’ body. You will also see an icon in every 
homeroom which supports our beliefs. 

This semester many of the Year 4 students received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time. The celebration, held at St Ignatius was both 
reverent and joyful. Father Huy, who celebrated the Mass with us spoke to the students about the power of prayer and the importance of 
receiving Jesus in Holy Communion on a regular basis. It was a reverent celebration; one the students will remember for a long time to come.

In order to build on our culture of prayer, this term saw the Oratory set up with a variety of provocations. The provocations intended to 
heighten the students’ awareness of the importance of time spent in prayer and provide a focus for the students during time spent in the 
Oratory. Many of the student’s took the opportunity to add a prayer to the prayer wall and others made unique snowflakes. 

As has become part of our Glendalough tradition, the final few weeks of the year saw the Christmas story come to life with Mary and Joseph 
making their way down the corridor, the shepherds leaving their fields and the Kings arriving in Bethlehem some time later. The anticipation of 
Christmas coming created lots of discussion and was a lovely way to end the year. 

Robyn Roland 
Assistant Dean of Faith and Mission
Glendalough

The Prep cohort have had a very busy and productive second semester as their learning continued to improve and they became 
more independent. There was a focus on reading strategies as they became more proficient readers. Comprehension took on greater 
significance as they read longer and more detailed texts. The students discussed the plot, setting, characters, problems and solutions in 
shared stories and used this background knowledge to write their own short, imaginative stories about superheroes. They also learned the 
correct format for writing a simple letter. We made fruit salad and practised writing a procedural text.

A highlight of Term Three was the celebration of 100 days of school with crowns, counting and art activities. The Inquiry unit for this 
term was called ‘Daring Designers.’ We designed and constructed toy cars and cyclone proof towers. We completed a Religious Education 
unit where we discussed and learned how to look after the beauty of creation. We designed a collage using pressed natural objects from 
our gardens and these were showcased at the Glendalough Art Show.

In Term Four, the focus shifted to ‘Change’ and the students observed the metamorphosis of a butterfly. There was great excitement as 
we observed the chrysalis change into a beautiful butterfly. The final weeks of this term were spent on the significance of Advent and the 
majestic story of the First Christmas.

Mathematics this semester continued to revolve around number activities as the students learned how to add, subtract and share using 
lots of hands-on activities involving concrete materials and stories. They looked at 3D shapes in the environment and described their 
features.  An enjoyable time was had by all during the activity rotation mornings that immersed the students in Mass and Capacity, a lot 
of weighing and measuring took place.

Our classrooms were transformed into science laboratories as the students conducted simple experiments to enhance our understanding 
of colour mixing and rainbows.

Both Prep classes were on stage for their respective assemblies and all boys spoke with confidence, enjoying the opportunity to be centre 
stage. We once again visited Loreto, Toorak and the boys enjoyed the chance to complete Spring craft activities with their buddies. We 
concluded the year with a joint liturgy at the Chapel of St Kevin. We are extremely proud of the Prep cohort of 2018 and wish them and 
their families a safe and Happy Christmas. We look forward to watching the boys on their journey through Glendalough.

Ms Fiona Posar
Ms Tarsha Corr
Prep Homeroom Teachers
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Year One Student Support Services
The Year One students embraced the many opportunities of Semester Two with excitement and energy.

During Term Three, the Inquiry focus was on ‘Systems and Structures’. The students took part in a Science incursion where they 
learned more about toys and how they move. As part of this unit the students showed great interest as they explored a range of devices, 
they looked at the inside of an iPad and had the chance to construct their own device using different materials. 

During Term Four the students reflected on the concept of ‘Change’ and investigated how the natural world changes. With great 
intrigue they developed a greater understanding of how people, animals and our wider world changes, including the weather and 
nature. 

This semester during Religious Education the students focused on storytelling, where the importance of the Bible and how Jesus 
communicated messages was investigated. The consideration of good choices in relationships was explored as part of the Term Four 
unit, ‘Love One Another’. They reflected on forgiveness and identified times when Jesus showed compassion.   

Highlights for both homerooms this semester was presenting their Assembly, where the students showcased their learning confidently, 
and their Science sessions at Heyington. 

The students showed a readiness to support their peers during tasks and regularly provided each other with words of encouragement 
to ‘persist’ and ‘be brave.’ Throughout the year they were challenged with a range of new learning experiences aimed at developing a 
growth mindset, social skills, improved knowledge and independence. The students in Year One enjoyed enormous success as a result 
of their hard work and love of learning. We have enjoyed teaching them this year and are proud of all their achievements. We wish 
them well in the future.

Miss Sarah Maple
Miss Julia Rocca
Year 1A and 1B Homeroom Teachers

“Children may be likened to seeds. Initially they seem more alike than different, but as they grow their differences become more 
marked. Some are small and delicate whilst others are large and brilliant; some bloom early and others bloom late. One thing they have 
in common; however, is that under good conditions they bloom and display their unique beauty in their own time.”

Another year of sharing in the joy of children’s learning and unique personalities is drawing to a close as Educational Support and 
Talent Development staff reflect on the programs that are designed to support and challenge students to tackle new concepts, extend 
their thinking and reasoning skills and develop the knowledge that inspires them to become self-sufficient and independent, life-long 
learners.

Throughout the Mathematics Extension Program, students in Years 3 to 6 enjoyed enriching their thinking and reasoning skills and 
deepening their knowledge of mathematics. They were encouraged to take risks and use initiative as they explored mathematical 
concepts, processes and strategies during independent and group work that involved practical, written and visual problem solving. 
Students’ enthusiasm for mathematics, contributions to tasks, enjoyment in learning and pride in achievement was contagious. Mrs 
Claire Fischer and I delighted in sharing in their passion for mathematics and joy in taking on challenges. 

Together with Homeroom teachers, we celebrated our students’ inspirational achievements in the University of NSW English and 
Mathematics Competitions and the Australian Mathematics Competition. Special congratulations are extended to the following 
students who achieved Victorian Prizes for achieving the highest scores in their year levels; Alex Ton, Hugo Lourey, Augustine Glass, 
Giuseppe Andronaco, Javier Aviles, Vincent Nai and Jairus Cheung. Their special talents and careful attention to detail enabled 
remarkable results.

Mrs Claire Fischer, Mrs Robyn Roland, Mrs Kate Allsop and Ms Christine Davey, facilitated Educational Support for students whose 
learning was enriched through small group intervention and/or individual guidance. Students responded to the encouragement and 
specific guidance that our dedicated teachers provided in developing positive concepts of themselves as learners and their knowledge 
and skills in English and Mathematics. The small group settings facilitated trusting relationships and students experienced success at 
their personal levels of readiness. In addition, our highly committed Learning Support Officers, Ms Gabby Zito, Mrs Sophie Nicoll, Mrs 
Sonia MacGregor, Mrs Jennifer O’Brien, Mrs Kerrie Freame, Mrs Rinku Prassad, Mr Jordan Mitchener and Mr James Toohey, provided 
an extra personal touch in the classroom that nurtured learning engagement and successful learning at individual students’ readiness 
levels.

Once again it is time to farewell our students who are moving on to Heyington and those who are moving afar. We have enjoyed 
sharing in their unique personalities and their learning and wish them happiness and success in their future endeavours. 

The Educational Support and Talent Development team, wish you a peaceful Christmas filled with love and joy and a relaxing holiday. 

Mrs Lorraine Walsh 
Coordinator of Educational Support and Talent Development
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Year Two Year Three
Year Two students focused on playing and working as a team this semester. During Social and Emotional Learning lessons and class time 
they discussed how they could be a good team member and show respect for others. We read a picture book titled ‘Dear Pope Francis’ 
and reflected on Pope Francis’ advice on being a team member. He said “To play soccer well, you must play together. You must play as a 
team and look for the good in everyone.”

The School Athletics Carnival was greeted with excitement and enthusiasm. The students represented their house, competed in a 
range of events and showed great team spirit and sportsmanship. Throughout the swimming week students showed a growing sense of 
responsibility through their behavior and looking after their belongings. They enjoyed being in the water and made fantastic progress 
with their swimming.

The students were invited to watch the Year Seven play ‘The Happy Prince’ by Oscar Wilde in the Ruby Tout Theatre at Heyington. They 
were enthusiastic audience members and were keen to know about the props, costumes and actors. We discussed the message of the story 
in class and reflected on how we need to care for others.

During Semester Two there has been growth and change in the Year Two students. They are taller and hungrier! We have noticed they 
have matured in many ways including their approach to learning and independence. Change has also been a theme in the final part of the 
semester as students observed a real life chrysalis grow and change into a butterfly. They watched this with wonder and awe.

To conclude the year we discussed how we wait and prepare for many things such as Christmas, waiting for the birth of a child and 
moving from the junior school to the middle school. Students focused on Mary and her qualities as she waited and prepared for the birth 
of Jesus. The students have prepared themselves well throughout the year and are ready to move to Year 3. We wish both students and 
parents a happy and peaceful Christmas season and thank you for your enthusiasm and support throughout the year.

Ms Jenny Scott
Ms Kerry Fleming
Year 2 Homeroom Teachers

The Year Three students experienced a busy, yet productive Semester Two. They were involved in a variety of learning opportunities that 
engaged them and allowed them to further develop their skills across the curriculum.

To introduce the Term Three Inquiry Unit on ‘Systems and Structures’, the students were involved in the design and construction of a bridge 
made from straws and masking tape. The challenge was to work in a group to build the strongest bridge.

In Term Four the students explored with great interest a technology Inquiry unit. The unit was based on the concept of ‘Change’, investigating 
the question, ‘How has technology changed our world?’ After interviewing their grandparents on Grandparents Day, students developed a 
greater understanding about how technology has impacted their lives today. 

This semester also saw the students participating enthusiastically in an intensive swimming program to further develop their swimming 
skills.

To end our Religious Education program for the year, the students focused on the season of Advent. In particular the four themes of Advent 
- hope, peace, joy and love. They made connections with the Edmund Rice Touchstones of Liberating Education, Inclusive Community, 
Gospel Spirituality and Justice and Solidarity. The students also shared their own family’s Christmas traditions with their peers.

A special part of Year Three was the students’ involvement in the Strings Program. They learnt one of the following instruments; violin, 
viola or cello. They had the opportunity to perform for their parents and showcased their development to the Glendalough community at 
Assembly as well as playing in the Semester Two Class Concerts.

In Sport on Friday afternoons, the students were given the opportunity to learn sports that are part of APS in Years Five and Six. They also 
had a taste of friendly competition by competing against Brighton Grammar School on two occasions this semester. They played soccer and 
football at Heyington Campus in Term Three and met at Brighton Grammar School for an Athletics Carnival in Term Four. 

We thank all of the students for the joy they brought each day to their homeroom and for their willingness to participate in all learning 
experiences. We wish them a restful break before commencing Year Four in 2019. 

Ms Angela Orlando & Mrs Annie Hicks
Year Three Homeroom Teachers



Year Four Spanish
Inquiry in Term Three was based on 
Systems and Structures. The students had a 

wonderful time testing their engineering skills by working in groups 
to design and build straw bridges. They kept a record of their group’s 
expenditure, with straws starting at $10,000 and rising in price as 
demand increased. The boys tested their bridges under weight, 
amazingly the strongest straw bridge could hold in excess of 2kg! 
Year Four students also had the opportunity to design their own 
invention in response to a problem being faced by society. We were 
so impressed by the creativity and professionalism of the boys’ work. 
We might have some great inventors in our midst! 

In Term Four, students explored the idea of Change, with different 
students looking at how technology, medicine, the environment and 
transport have evolved over the last century. Students reflected on 
their Digital Citizenship and developed their understanding of how 
to have a responsible presence on the internet.

The Year Four students received the Sacrament of Eucharist on 
Saturday 20th October at St Ignatius Church, Richmond. It was 
a wonderful celebration and the boys rose to the occasion with their beautiful singing, reading and reverent behaviour throughout the 
Mass. They reflected on how they will live enriched and nourished by the Eucharist in their lives.

During the final two Brighton Grammar exchanges the students displayed great sportsmanship and enthusiasm. They participated in 
football, soccer, volleyball and athletics in preparation for the APS Competition next year. 

The highlight of Term Four was the Year 4 camp at Anglesea. They were involved in many outdoor activities such as body boarding, a 
coastal walk, climbing wall, mountain bike riding and low ropes. Students enjoyed spending three days supporting each other, working as 
a team and challenging themselves.

The term concluded with Carols by Candlelight. It was a happy celebration of the Advent season as well as the end of the academic year. It 
has been a very entertaining and active semester and we congratulate the Year Four students on a fantastic year and thank them for their 
hard work and commitment. We wish them all the very best as they continue their St Kevin’s journey.  

Ms Sarah Goulding
Mr Bernard de Jong
Year 4 Homeroom Teachers

During Semester Two, the boys consolidated their language learning skills and applied them in a number of contexts to expand their 
ability and confidence in communicating in Spanish. 

The Prep students worked on perfecting their pronunciation when singing the happy birthday song, Cumpleaños Feliz.  This enabled 
them to establish the pronunciation of Spanish vowel sounds to assist them in their future Spanish learning. They looked at fairy tale 
characters in Spanish and similarities and differences between the two languages in the translation of these names. Learning colour 
words proved fun with the help of the ‘Cowboy Song’ and a Spanish episode of ‘Pocoyo’ which are available on the Prep Spanish portal 
page. This motivates the boys and improves their confidence by seeing how much Spanish they can understand. 

The Year One and Two students practised asking and answering questions by completing a class survey. This gave them an initial 
exposure to the idea of verb conjugation by using the verb ‘to have’ in a number of contexts. It was wonderful to hear the boys listen, 
understand and reply to each other in Spanish during this activity. 

The Year Three and Four students used their knowledge of noun and adjective agreement to describe clothing. They combined this with 
weather expressions to produce complex sentences talking about their choices of clothing based on seasons and weather. They learned 
to use the conjunction ‘porque’ for because in explaining their choices.  

The Year Five and Six students examined the verb system in Spanish and learned terms and concepts like infinitive and conjugation 
which are referred to in studying many European languages. They applied this in forming their own sentences about their weekly 
routine. They then learned the 
basics of translation between 
languages and the importance 
of changing structure and 
grammar rules in order to 
ensure the sentence in the 
target language make sense. 

All of the language rules and 
structures the students learn 
continue to be practised and 
reinforced through their 
Spanish learning in the future. 

Señora Brady
Spanish Teacher

PAGE  8  GLENDALOUGH CURRICULUM NEWS PAGE  9   GLENDALOUGH CURRICULUM NEWS



YEAR FIVE Social Emotional 
Learning
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The start of Semester Two saw the Year 5 students immersed in an economics unit 
where they created their own small business idea. In groups they developed a business 
plan which they pitched to the Year Five Shark Tank. The winning teams showcased 
their ideas at the Art Show with $170 start-up money provided by the school. The re-
mainder of the class researched various local charities and eventually it was decided that 
the money would be donated to the Zimelee Foundation Education Fund. There was 
also a focus on saving money throughout the term and an opportunity to spend some 
of their savings when they visited the Queen Victoria Market on an excursion. Finally 
in Term Four the students looked at the history of Australia and how it has changed 
from transportation through to immigration. A city walking tour took in many of the 
Melbourne landmarks and buildings that were erected by the early settlers. The students 
then had the opportunity to research an ancient civilization of their choice which was 
presented in a digital format. While the Year Six classes had their fun day at Heyington 
the Year Five boys completed a Leadership Day where they participated in activities in 
their House colours, to prepare them for being the seniors of the school next year.
This Semester in Religious Education the Year Five students studied units that presented 
a variety of activities, wonderings and reflections. In the unit ‘The Seven Sacraments-
Signs of God’s Presence’, students learned about the signs, symbols and rituals associated 
with the Sacraments of Initiation, Healing and Service. They also explored the ‘Gifts 
and Fruits of the Holy Spirit’, through a study of the Sacrament of Confirmation. The unit ‘Waiting for the Messiah’, allowed the boys to 
examine scripture to make connections between prophecy and fulfilment including Old Testament characters. Students also explored the 
qualities and role of Mary in the Christmas tradition as disciple and mother. 
The Mathematics foci for Semester Two encompassed the following: calculating the perimeter and area of rectangles using metric units 
and choosing appropriate units to measure length area, volume, capacity and mass, comparing analogue, digital and 24 hour time, playing, 
experimenting  and developing chance events and games, posing questions, collecting data and analysing it, recognising and solving a 
range of problems involving multiplication and division, comparing and manipulating two-dimensional shapes using translations, reflec-
tions and rotations and revising the four operations. 
This semester the focus in writing was information reports and Writer’s Notebook. Instead of reading a single class novel, the students 
had the opportunity to study one of five books through Literature Circles activities. The boys developed their comprehension by taking on 
different roles and contributing to discussions about specific themes and ideas that were raised in their novel. It has been an exciting year 
filled with many learning experiences. We wish the Year Five students the very best as they make the transition to the leaders of Glendal-
ough in Year Six.
Mr Jon Taylor
Ms Anne Waugh
Mr Michael Lake
Ms Mary Mazza
Mr Mike Gould
Year Five Homeroom Teachers
 

This semester students continued to participate in fortnightly Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) classes. The core purpose of 
the program was the development of students personal and social capabilities, including; recognition and expression of emotions, 
leadership, development of resilience, relationships and collaboration. During the SEL program students develop these skills through 
games, discussions, meditation, role play and collaborative thinking.
Students from Glendalough were involved in activities that focused on promoting positive wellbeing and help-seeking behaviour 
through the R U OK? Day awareness initiative. The theme of the day was “ Happy & Healthy”. The fun activities that students took 
part in on the day were specifically designed to emphasise the positive mental health outcomes that result from staying connected 
to others and having meaningful conversations. To support the Happy & Healthy theme, students were treated to locally-grown 
bananas.   
As Glendalough is an eSmart School, students were involved in a range of activities as part of National eSmart Week 2018. National 
eSmart Week celebrates cybersafety, wellbeing and digital inclusion in our communities. Throughout SEL lessons students discussed 
the benefits of technology and look at ways to reduce exposure to cyberspace risks such as cyberbullying, identity theft, online 
predators and inappropriate images and content. 
Throughout the semester students were also involved in lunchtime programs, including - Library, Lego Club, Coding Club, Writing 
Club, Composting and worm farming.

Mr Alain Van Gurp
Social Emotional Learning Facilitator



Library
Expressing the joy of reading was certainly evident this semester. The students demonstrated their love of books and used their creative 
skills to turn the library space into an aquatic wonderland, a great rabbit chase game, a ‘Mopoke’ wall, penguin paradise and a colorful 
city to country skyline.

To complement the Inquiry unit ‘Change’, the Prep students studied books relating to the life cycles of various animals and created hungry 
caterpillars. The Year One students studied books relating to the changes throughout the year and selected a season and decorated a tree. 
The Year Two students studied the changes that occur in our environment and drew a window that showed what may occur in the future. 

The Year Three and Four students listened to “The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins’ and ‘Thidwick the Big Hearted Moose’. They 
completed a research task about ‘Bees’, using ‘The House at Pooh Corner’ as a focus.

The Year Five students focused on ‘Florette’ by Anna Walker and drew a city skyline that transformed into a countryside scene. They 
delved into the world of pirates and completed a research task about ‘Pirate Ships’. The students analysed the villains in stories and created 
a character profile, visualization and wrote a short story about an ‘evil villain’. 

The Year Six students dove into the world of ‘Aquatica’ by Lance Balchin. They developed and made underwater creatures using multi-
media. Their research skills developed as they undertook a study of Speleology. They reflected on their time at Glendalough and designed 
a ‘graffiti wall’ depicting a mural of their junior school years.

Book Week was celebrated this semester and the theme was ‘Find Your Treasure’. All classes took part in fun and exciting activities 
culminating in an assembly hijacked by pirates.

It has been a busy, fun filled and rewarding semester. We look forward to the next chapter in the Glendalough library.

Mrs Edith Duggan
Ms Christine Davey
Library Teachers
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Year Six
The second semester of the College’s centenary year provided exciting opportunities for all Year Six students. 

The Inquiry topic ‘Systems and Structures’, encouraged students to develop their understanding and knowledge of engineering. Students 
were involved in hands-on activities, visiting the Eureka Skydeck to view the ever changing structural landscape of Melbourne. The Term 
Four unit ‘My World Changes’  identified ways for students to become creative and confident individuals with a sense of self-worth, self-
awareness and personal identity, enabling them to manage change as they transitioned to Heyington. 

Through a range of reading responses, students explored themes and structures within the texts ‘Two Wolves’ by Tristan Bancks and ‘The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret’ by Brian Selznick. Students evaluated the actions of the main characters and selected evidence from the text to 
support their responses. 

Students examined different types of poetry, creating imaginative poems that evoked emotions. Students incorporated elements of 
figurative language such as personification, similes and idioms. After their Gippsland Lakes Adventure, students designed and produced a 
brochure documenting the experience at Camp Coolamatong. 

Within Mathematics, students focused on problem solving and geometric reasoning. They engaged in a variety of investigations that 
encouraged them to explore volume, capacity, chance, probability and angles, recognising these concepts in everyday life.

In Religious Education, the Year Six students explored the unit ‘Be Compassionate – Choose Justice’ and examined what it means to be 
compassionate in their own personal contexts. Students discussed issues of discrimination and racism in today’s society.   The unit ‘My 
Mission in the Faith Community’ encouraged students to develop their understanding of how the fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit empower 
Christians to live out the message of the Church. 

Students participated in their final exchanges with Korowa, Sacre Coeur and Loreto. Students were involved in dance, team building and 
sport activities. All students have also relished the opportunity to be involved in Science experiences at Heyington and problem solving 
classes this semester.

The Djarindjin Lombadina Exchange took place in Term Three. Christ the King students were hosted by Glendalough families. Over five 
days, boys were immersed in routines of school life and excursions that showcased the highlights of Melbourne.

The highlight of the year for many boys was the week spent away in Term Four in East Gippsland at Camp Coolamatong. This provided 
students with an opportunity to participate in challenging activities such as sailing, bushwalking, canoeing, mountain bike riding and 
camping. More importantly, it gave the boys a chance to develop relationships with their classmates and teachers in an environment very 
different from their school setting.

We thank the students for their enthusiasm in 
participating in the many and varied activities presented 
to them during the year. We wish the Year Six students 
every success in the next important step in their formal 
education at Heyington. 

Mr Tom Duggan
Mr Jules Wong
Mrs Kate Allsop 
Mrs Gillian Mitchener  
Mr Alain Van Gurp
Mr Stephen Monaghan 
Year Six Homeroom Teachers
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Music
The process is ever important in Classroom Music and Year Level Singing where the focus has been for the students to develop 
a growth mindset. Making mistakes is seen as a natural part of learning and boys are asked to take ownership of mistakes, 
identifying them and then practising to improve.

The assembly performance at the end of Term Three showcased the development of singing, musicianship and movement skills 
from Prep through to Year 6. The Preps sang and ‘showed the melody’ for the song ‘Moon Moon’ sharing their favourite picture 
story book with the Glendalough community. The Year 1 & 2 students performed via video, singing the song ‘Meow’ with actions. 
Firstly in unison, then in canon, they demonstrated their ability to sing in parts. Photos and short videos were shared where 
students in Years 4 – 6 demonstrated their ensemble, performance and movement skills.

The Year 3 Strings performance in the Term Four Music Assembly demonstrated what can be achieved with regular practice 
and a fortnightly group rehearsal by boys of all abilities. As part of their classroom music program these boys have learned their 
instruments in small groups. They entertained us all by performing ‘Foot Prints in the Snow’, ‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’ and 
‘The Can Can’.
House Singing in August was a culmination of Year Level Singing rehearsals where the House Choirs comprised Years 3 – 6 boys 
who performed admirably and listened to each other in a supportive manner. The song, ‘Dare to Dream’ by enabled the students 
to demonstrate their ability to sing in unison and parts. As a way to celebrate the end of House Singing, all boys in Years 3 – 6 
enjoyed a session of African drumming. 

The boys in the Glendalough Choir and the Year 6 year level had a special experience performing as part of the Centenary 
Concert at Hamer Hall in September. The Choir sang ‘Stand Together’ in three part harmony followed by all boys in Year 6 
performing ‘Dare to Dream’. They took their House Singing performance to another level, complete with lighting effects, djembe, 
bass and drum accompaniment. 

The process is ever important, but the performance creates memories.

Mrs Ruth Friend
Assistant Head of Music – Glendalough

  

Physical Education
Skill development, game sense, social emotional learning and co-operation have been at the forefront of the Physical Education 
program at Glendalough. The Prep students engaged in many challenging activities aimed to develop the correct technique when 
dribbling and ‘striking’ a ball with a bat or a racquet. They also participated in an exciting Gymnastics program where they practised 
balancing, jumping, landing, rolling and performing mini-handstands. 

Striking, fielding and soccer were the main focus areas for Year 1 and 2 students this semester. Students have enjoyed participating in 
the many different modified games that are associated with these units. They have developed their teamwork, sportsmanship and co-
operation attributes by participating in these games.

Year 3 and 4 students competed in two Inter School exchanges with Brighton Grammar School in both Athletics and Football/Soccer. 
These exchanges gave the students valuable experience whilst competing against other schools. They also participated in units of work 
focused on striking/fielding and soccer where they developed their hand eye co-ordination and foot eye co-ordination. Modified games 
of Soccer, Tee Ball, Softball and Cricket were enjoyed this semester

Athletics, Touch Rugby and various ‘Striking’ sports were the focus of the Year 5 and 6 Program. The students refined their running 
technique and the correct method when performing long jump, shot put and high jump. They practised ‘striking’ a ball during many 
fun activities such as Rapid Fire Tee Ball and tennis games. The skills, strategies and rules of Touch Rugby were introduced and the Year 
5 students were also involved in a Diving incursion. Every Wednesday they competed against other Associated Public Schools in either; 
Lawn Bowls, Athletics, Badminton, Water Polo, Touch Rugby, Basketball, European Handball, Hockey and Soccer. Students also had the 
opportunity to try out for the St Kevin’s Athletics, Diving, Golf and Snow Sports Teams.

Mr Luke Hayes
Mr Tim O’Dwyer
Physical Education Teachers



Art
The ‘Systems and Structures’ Inquiry unit provided a framework for 
activities undertaken in Visual Art. 

Year Six classes used isometric drawing techniques to design, then 
construct model buildings and furniture using core-board and 
balsawood. Year Five students also used core-board to construct 
model fighter jets based on existing designs and their own modified 

versions. Year Four classes designed and constructed figure sculptures with an internal wire 
armature. Some of these figurines were then used to film a stop motion animation titled ‘Man’s Inhumanity to Man’.   Year Three students 
experimented with the use of pattern to create the illusion of depth in an image and Year Two students created artworks using mixed-media 
and process-based collage techniques to create images such as underwater landscapes, portraits made from food photography and the 
depiction of machines such as trucks and helicopters.

Years Four, Five and Six sat revision examinations in Term 4. They also created art pieces relating to perspective drawing techniques, such as 
two-point perspective, forced perspective and foreshortening. Year Four students looked at the depiction of iconic events and historical figures 
and used mosaic, drawing and collage techniques to improve their comprehension of composition, the ranking of visual elements in order of 
importance and their ability to create likenesses.

Year Three students continued with their studies of repetition, by creating images that use overlapping to create improved compositions and 
enhance their grasp of three-dimensional illusions. They made linier animal portraits, hamburger paintings, Egyptian sarcophagus sculptures 
and decorative card constructions.

Year Two classes experimented with optical illusions, made ceramic monsters that appear to be rising from the surface they are placed on, 
designed ambiguous drawings that can be viewed in more than one way and created MC Escher-inspired line drawings with contradictory 
perspectives.

The Prep students continued to discuss artwork using the Visual Thinking Strategies framework. They created a range of artworks including 
a fish sculpture, a painting on paper bark and a collage inspired by Matisse. Students participated in an incursion with Cat Rabbit and Isobel 
Knowles to create a ‘Cloud Town’ for the Glendalough Art Show. The Year Ones created owl sculptures using 
a dry felting technique. They explored printmaking with foam, sun sensitive paper and canvas. Students 
made an Egyptian tablet and used hieroglyphic stamps to print their name in paper clay. They traced a 
photo of themselves to create a self-portrait after viewing a real camera obscura.

Mr John Opie
Ms Marnie Ceballos
Visual Art Teachers
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