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Centenary School 
Eucharist

The Opening Mass of the Centenary Year 
was an uplifting and joyful occasion, even 
more so than usual. St Patrick’s Cathedral 
was full to the rafters. 

Dr Daryl Barclay had composed a special 
Mass of St Kevin for us to sing. One of 
our esteemed former students, Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge, the Archbishop of 
Brisbane, said Mass for us, joined by a 
number of priests who were also Old Boys 
of the College. 

The Archbishop’s memorable sermon both 
affirmed and challenged us. Here is part of 
what he said: 

The College motto, like the name, has 
never changed: Omnia pro Deo, All for 
God. These are drastic, even dangerous 
words. There are many gods floating 
around; there always were.

But there’s only one true God, and it 
isn’t easy to find that God beyond the 

seductions of the false gods. And even 
if we do find the true God, it seems a bit 
much to expect that we will offer God 
everything. Surely something is enough. 
Yet the true God demands everything – 
though only in order to give us more than 
we can dream of. It’s the total demand 
of a total love which will always seem 
unreasonable; and that total love becomes 
total gift. But if we try to pay God off or 
choose to follow the false gods, then we 
will, as Jesus predicts, end up losing our 
very selves. 

DR DARYL BARCLAY AND SENIOR VOCAL ENSEMBLE
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‘STAYING TRUE’

Speaking at the opening of the Albert 
Street classrooms in September 1918, 
months after classes had commenced in 
temporary conditions in February, Dr 
Mannix, Archbishop of Melbourne, said, 
St Kevin’s students will have the stimulus 
of a healthy rivalry and a spirit of earnest 
work. I think, therefore, that we can 
reasonably expect the Christian Brothers 
to surpass at St Kevin’s the splendid 
results hitherto secured in less favourable 
conditions (applause). I therefore 
congratulate the Brothers and still more 
the parents of the boys, on the erection of 
St Kevin’s.

I have commented often this year, that the 
very founding of our school in 1918, was 
a joyous expression of optimism, faith and 
wisdom at a time of division, suffering and 
uncertainty. We were founded to provide 
Catholic leaders for Melbourne. Our 
graduates, it was hoped, would not simply 
be successful themselves, but also be men 
of influence who would serve the broader 
community, have regard and compassion 
for the ‘other’, the unheard, and the 
voiceless. Down through our 100 years, St 

Kevin’s men have been leaders in so many 
professions and so often, voices for reason 
and equity, and men of action. 

My knowledge of our history, our past 
pupils and our current students, gives me 
the confidence to claim we will continue 
to influence for the good, Melbourne, our 
nation and perhaps even our world in our 
second century.

We have begun 2018 with a good dose 
of that same optimism, confidence and 
faith, enhanced by all those fine people 
who have gone before us, and, I hope with 
wisdom, refined and developed in the 
crucible of our experiences, good and ill.

So many events and ceremonies this year 
will have a Centenary flavour and pleasant 
piquancy. Our Centenary Celebration 
of the Eucharist was remarkable. The 
music of the Mass, written by Dr Barclay, 
was taken on by the boys in the massed 
choirs and the congregation so well, that 
even long-term worshippers at this Mass 
recognised the Sacrament was celebrated 
with enormous joy and true thanksgiving. 
Having Old Collegian, Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge (‘65) as our principal celebrant, 

was an honour. The student celebrations 
that followed that very afternoon, using 
the SKC currency of ‘Edmunds’ were 
genuinely appreciated by the boys and 
enjoyed by staff and students.

At our Awards Assembly, honouring those 
who had excelled academically in 2017, 
we were privileged to have as our principal 
guests two Duces of our past. Dr Joseph 
Santamaria (‘41, Dux of the College and 
College Captain), was so engaged with the 
lads of 2017. Mr James Maccarrone (‘13, 
Dux of the College and Deputy College 
Captain), 2018 Victorian Rhodes Scholar, 
awarded the bulk of the prizes. Seated in 
Smith Hall were another 25 men who had 
been our College Dux. The nature of our 
academic leaders has remained remarkably 
constant across the years. Their academic 
giftedness, so often developed by effort, 
doggedness and determination, has 
regularly been complemented by our 
academic leaders’ deep and genuine 
involvement in social justice at school and 
in their professional and community lives 
beyond our gates. Our leaders are men 
who involved themselves in the Arts, Sport 
and service to their school.

From the Headmaster

HEADMASTER MR STEPHEN RUSSELL AND 
JAMES MACCARRONE (‘13) 2018 VICTORIAN RHODES SCHOLAR
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The class of 2017 certainly launched 
our Centenary Year in celebratory style. 
Analysis of the VCE results by any 
measure was cause for well-placed pride in 
our boys, their homes and our staff.

To the Class of 2017, our thanks for 
your leadership of the College and your 
academic example. Our joint Duces, 
Patrick Gigacz, Albert Shen and David 
Wang, each achieved the top ATAR of 
99.95. What is more, they are outstanding 
young men whose involvement in the 
life of our school was accomplished, 
broad-ranging and generous. As a year 
level they were, on the range of metrics 
used by the press and educational sites, 
the top performing Catholic school, and, 
top performing boys’ school. They were 
ranked fifth in the State. Again, even more 
importantly, so many of them were deeply 
involved in our Social Justice Partnerships 
and led the way in participation in cultural 
and sporting activities and were good 
company! The leadership offered by 
Matthew Lynch as College Captain and 
Andre Coten, Dante Di Paolo and Patrick 
Gigacz our College Deputy Captains, 
was calm, purposeful, friendly and very 
effective.

Past parents of the College have gathered 
and renewed friendships at a function at 
Boyd Egan Hall. A staff function attended 
by many former staff was another event 
at which the atmosphere was special, 
recognised as a night to cherish by all 
fortunate to be in attendance. Past Captains 
of the College, Deputy Captains and 
House Captains post 1999, celebrated their 
important part of our story at a dinner in 
Smith Hall. It was a night to remember. 
The camaraderie across the years was a 
feature of the night. Mr Jonathan Baré 
(‘86) proposed a toast to the College, to 
which I had the honour to respond. Men 
had come from overseas, interstate and 
rural Victoria to join those resident in 
Melbourne.

Our first production of 2018 was Tartuffe, 
performed in the Ruby Tout Theatre in 
collaboration with Sacré Cœur. Joseph 
Millie was suitably scurrilous as Tartuffe 
and Marvan Adams was an imposing 
and farcical Madam Pernelle. Mr Nott 
directed with Ms Pelle as the Assistant 
Director. Incidentally, my holiday reading 
of our history revealed that Molière’s 
play was the very first performed by St 
Kevin’s students! There were 20 Year 10 

boys on stage and a number who worked 
as part of the production team. Our 
second production in 2018 is the classic 
Pygmalion, which I will review next term 
as these few Omnia thoughts are penned 
the week before Ms Christie’s production 
premieres.

Summer sport has been a very successful 
term with the dry weather ensuring few 
cancellations until the very last week! Our 
tennis players have secured our eighth 
APS Premiership in the racquet game, 
the cycling team are state schoolboy 
champions for the second year. Divers 
were APS Premiers and our Swimming 
team finished second in the APS. The 
Futsal team finished top of their ladder, our 
cricketers finished third and our rowing 
crews performed well at the Head of the 
River with the First VIII finishing fifth and 
the Second VIII third. Most importantly, 
in the abovementioned sports, and all the 
others that we offer, boys had fun, gained 
fitness and developed relationships with 
their friends, opponents and coaches.

I extend to all, the blessings of Easter.
Omnia Pro Deo
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To close the school year with the news of 
our wonderful VCE results in December 
of 2017 was a blessing for the whole St 
Kevin’s College community, but especially 
for the Year 12 cohort of last year. Our joy 
went first to the boys of Year 12 who, once 
Study Scores and ATARs were released by 
the VCAA and VTAC respectively, had a 
world of possibilities opened up to them. 
They were all so deserving of the results 
they achieved. Importantly, their outcomes 
were the result of hard, sustained, collegial 
work that saw every student in the year 
level working towards the same goal: 
achieving their potential.

As a school, we have tried to be consistent 
in our message to the boys of the senior 
cohort and part of that message is that we 
have never expected that everyone who 
undertakes the VCE will be in receipt of 
ATARs above 90. That is not who we are 
as a school. By the same token, we are 
patently aware of the boys’ expectations 

of themselves and the way they thrive in 
a culture where similar attitudes to, and 
about, their studies have the capacity to 
bring out the best in one another. It is a 
marvellous life-long lesson that stands 
them all in such good stead, long after 
they have walked out of the gates at 
Heyington for the final time. One does not 
simply achieve well because one attends a 
particular school, or wears a particularly-
coloured blazer. It is about the attitude of 
the group and the group’s subsequent work 
ethic that sees them flourish in a highly-
competitive system such as the Victorian 
Certificate of Education.

There is nothing easy about completing the 
VCE: students are constantly assessed in five 
or six subjects; their assessment tasks are 
most often completed under test and timed 
conditions; the VCE examinations at the end 
of the year are rigorous and cover one full 
year’s subject matter. In order to achieve 
well, there must be an atmosphere created 

from the very start of the year that says, we 
are all in this together. And that’s precisely 
what the Year 12s of 2017 did. One of the 
most remarkable things they did was to reach 
out to one another when enthusiasm might 
have begun to wane. Similarly remarkable 
was the way in which they taught one 
another: in holiday times, they had lectures, 
workshops and tutorials that saw some of 
our brightest and highest-achieving students 
teaching their peers, no matter their innate 
ability; at Café Academus study sessions in 
the morning, the boys worked together on 
solving problems and testing one another. 
After school, they worked as one in the 
Albert Street Study Centre to find solutions 
to questions from past examination papers. 
Throughout the year, the boys found ways to 
include everyone in the process and, while 
it is sometimes a stressful time in the life of 
Year 12 students, the boys remained happy, 
good-natured and young men of involvement 
and service. 

2017 VCE Results & 
Awards Assembly

2018 PREFECTS

MATTHEW LYNCH BEING CONGRATULATED 
BY DR JOE SANTAMARIAJAMES MACCARRONE

ST KEVIN’S COLLEGE6
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Success also comes not without a good 
deal of support, encouragement and 
exceptional classroom teaching from the 
academic staff at the College. To teach 
Year 12 is demanding. It is, however, 
enjoyable and stimulating. To our teachers 
– not just to the Year 12 teachers, but to 
all teachers at St Kevin’s who work so 
hard to shape the hearts and minds of 
our students – our congratulations and 
great appreciation are extended. What 
an outstanding job they do! Success in 
the VCE must sometimes be even more 
stressful for the families of the Year 12 
students. To our parents and families of 
2017, the College extends its thanks for 
their support of the boys, and for always 
supporting the school in its endeavours 
to see the boys get the very best out of 
themselves. 

While it is true that all boys in Year 12 
performed very well, there were some 
stellar results that are worth mentioning 
here. Many of these students were 
presented to the Senior School on Monday 
19 February, when former Deputy 
Captain, Former Dux and 2018 Victorian 
Rhodes Scholar, James Maccarrone (‘13) 
presented our academic award winners 
with their prizes. James was assisted by St 
Kevin’s College’s most senior Dux, Dr Joe 
Santamaria (‘41).

For the first time in the College’s VCE-
history, there were three perfect 99.95 

ATARs. We extend our congratulations 
to Patrick Gigacz, Albert Shen and David 
Wang. We offer our congratulations, 
too, to our Proxime Accessit, Benjamin 
Toohey, who achieved an ATAR of 99.85 
Other significant achievements from 2017 
included:

15 boys achieved ATARs of 99 or higher 
(6.25% of the cohort)

28 boys achieved ATARs of 98 or higher 
(12% of the cohort)

64 boys achieved ATARs of 95 or higher 
(27% of the cohort)

111 boys achieved ATARs of 90 or higher 
(46.25% of the cohort)

171 boys achieved ATARs of 80 or higher 
(71.25% of the cohort)

It was widely reported in the 

media and on educational 

websites that St Kevin’s College 

was ranked fifth in Victoria for its 

percentage of Study Scores 40+ 

and its median Study Score of 37, 

which was the equal-highest in 

the State. 

A number of excellent results were 
realised in the following subject areas, 
where the subject-specific student cohorts 
achieved between 25% and 39% of Study 
Scores 40 or greater:

Biology 32%
Chemistry 25%
Economics 36%
Ancient History 30%
Legal Studies 37%
Further Mathematics 25%
Specialist Mathematics 26%
Music Performance 38%
Physical Education 31%
Psychology 35%
Theatre Studies 25%

In some other disciplines, students earned 
even more outstanding results, where the 
subject-specific student cohorts achieved 
40% and higher of Study Scores above 40:

Accounting 45%
EAL 100%
English 49%
History: Revolutions 44%
IT Software Development 44%
Literature 55%
Studio Arts 47%

Perfect Scores 
Patrick Gigacz  
Albert Shen 
David Wang 
Proxime Accessit 
Benjamin Toohey

OMNIA 7
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There is always much to celebrate in 
specific subject areas where the boys and 
academic staff work so hard with one 
another to ensure success in the internally-
assessed coursework throughout the year 
and, of course, in the written examinations. 
It is proper that we recognise those 
students who achieved a raw Study Score 
of 50 in one or more of their subject areas. 
There were 17 perfect Study Scores this 
year, which is a laudable achievement 
for those fellows who managed this 
outstanding feat. 

Alexander Phan Biology
David Wang Chemistry
Benjamin Toohey Economics
Dante Di Paolo English
Vikash Yogaraj English
William Harris English
Patrick Gigacz English
Samuel Ellul English
Jordan Smith English
Thomas Pollock Legal Studies
Gilbert Battistella Further Mathematics
David Wang Spec. Mathematics
Albert Shen Spec. Mathematics
Giles Feltrin Maths Methods
Albert Shen Maths Methods
Je Min Suh Maths Methods
Samuel Crowe Physical Education

Offered here are the names of those boys 
who achieved an ATAR between 98.00 and 
99.90. Their portraits and biographies will 
adorn the walls of the Kearney Building as 
the Year 12s of 2018 climb their way to the 
Albert Street Study Centre. 
 
Patrick Gigacz 99.95
Albert Shen 99.95
David Wang 99.95
Benjamin Toohey 99.85
Maxwell Thomas 99.70
Benjamin Byrnes 99.65
Dominic Holden 99.60
Je Min Suh 99.60
Jacob Mackenzie 99.40
Dante Di Paolo 99.30
Samuel Ellul 99.20

Andrew Ng 99.15
James Robertson 99.15
Hugo Mitchell 99.05
Thomas Pollock 99.00
Matthew Lynch 98.90
Finley Tobin 98.85
Nicholas Boal 98.70
Darcy Grace 98.65
William Harris 98.65
Dominik Jamriska 98.65
Angus Tighe 98.65
Michael Kennedy 98.55
Fraser Langton 98.45
Harrison Giavris 98.40
Aidan Trinh 98.35
Mitchell Burgess 98.05
Lachlan McKay 98.00

It is pleasing that 143 students (60%) 
received the tertiary course of their 
choice, with a further 55 (23%) students 
receiving their second preference. 
Students re-assessed their preferences 
following receipt of results. They are 
always encouraged to leave their dream 
course as their first preference and, due to 
the fabulous results, many students have 
received offers for these.

It is worth mentioning, too, the names of 
those students who achieved the highest 
Study Score in each subject that St Kevin’s 
offers. Many of these boys were presented 
at our Formal Assembly in February, 
which was a wonderful way to help open 
our Centenary Year. 

Accounting Hugh Carroll 49
Biology Alexander Phan 50
Business 
Management

 Nathan Shannan 47

Chemistry David Wang 50
Product D&T Simon Harris 46
Economics Benjamin Toohey 50
English Dante Di Paolo 50
English Vikash Yogaraj 50
English William Harris 50
English Patrick Gigacz 50
English Samuel Ellul 50
English Jordan Smith 50

Geography Jackson Ward 45
History Rev. James Du 47
History Rev. Lachlan McKay 47

Ancient History
William 
Vanderslik

44

IT Software 
Development

Thomas Bufardeci 49

Literature Patrick Gigacz 47
French James Robertson 43
Mandarin Alan Zhang 37
Japanese Akira Abe 42
Legal Studies Thomas Pollock 50
Further Maths Gilbert Battistella 50
Spec. Maths Albert Shen 50
Spec. Maths David Wang 50
Maths Methods Giles Feltrin 50
Maths Methods Albert Shen 50
Maths Methods Je Min Suh 50
Music Perf Joshua Park 47
Physical 
Education

Samuel Crowe 50

Physics Benjamin Byrnes 46
Global Politics Maxwell Thomas 46
Psychology Thierry Fong 47
Psychology Matthew Lynch 47
Religion & 
Society

Patrick Daly 36

Studio Arts Thomas Pollock 46
Theatre Studies Michael Lew 43
Vis Com Design Henry Leng 43

And so, we look now towards the Year 
12s of 2018 – our Centenary Year 12s. 
They have known since they were in Year 
7 that they would be the student leaders 
of the College in an especial year. We 
wish them every success (through hard 
work and a collegial attitude) in all of 
their endeavours. Term One draws swiftly 
to a close, which means, for our Year 
12s, there are essentially two-and-a-third 
terms remaining for them at secondary 
school and at St Kevin’s. Sunrise, sunset 
springs to mind. We’ve every confidence 
this year’s cohort will live up to their 
forebears’ legacies, and create new ones 
to be followed by other generations of St 
Kevin’s College students.

ST KEVIN’S COLLEGE8
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Past Captains’ Dinner
In a celebration of leadership and service 
to the College, over 150 Old Collegians 
gathered in Smith Hall on Wednesday 
14 March for what would prove to be a 
highlight of the Centenary calendar. The 
men had all served in a significant position 
of student leadership, as College Captain 
or Deputy, or as House Captain following 
the 1999 restructuring of the House 
system. The earliest year represented was 
1957, by College Captain Morton Browne. 
The 2018 student leadership group were 
also present, adding to the sense of 
occasion.

A toast to the College was proposed by 
Jonathan Baré who acknowledged the 
presence of past Headmaster, Brother 
William Wilding (1994 - 2003), and 
current Headmaster, Mr Stephen Russell 
(2004 - Present), and paid tribute to their 
extraordinary example of leadership. He 
spoke of the purpose for which St Kevin’s 
College was originally founded and the 
role of the school’s leadership in providing 
direction and purpose over the College’s 
100 years. The Headmaster responded to 
the toast, thanking all for their attendance 
and highlighting recent achievements of St 

Kevin’s in the academic, cultural, sporting 
and social justice spheres.

It was an evening of great friendship and 
fellowship, as Old Boys reconnected with 
staff members and schoolmates, recalling 
past experiences and sharing stories. The 
lively conversation continued long into 
the night, with a spirit of gratitude and 
pride clearly evident. It was a marvellous 
Centenary celebration!

STEPHEN RUSSELL, MORTEN BROWNE (‘57), JONATHAN BARÉ (‘86), SAM CATO ('18)

OMNIA 9
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LATEST SIGHTINGS

Congratulations to Geoffrey James 
Wilson AO (‘75) named in the 
Australia Day Honours list this year for 
distinguished service to the business and 
finance sectors, particularly in the field 
of asset management and investment, to 
professional financial bodies and to the 
community as a supporter of charitable 
foundations.
 

GEOFFREY JAMES WILSON AO
 

William Stoltz ('10) is a PhD scholar 
at the National Security College of the 
Australian National University and is 
publishing articles in the Australian 
Financial Review. His latest was ‘How US 
President Woodrow Wilson ushered in a 
hundred years of hope’ on 7/01/2018.

Rod McGregor (‘85) recently could be 
seen working in the hotel industry, initially 
in Melbourne and now in Perth after 28 
years in media for the Seven Network 
where he held the position of Network 
Scheduler. NHe is now in the Arts/Media 
industry and loves it.

ARCHIVES

We were most pleased to receive a copy of 
a 1985 Old Kevinian from Tony Byrnes 
(‘78). All donations and loans of archival 
items are gratefully received. Some of 
these are being displayed at Centenary 
events, so look for the displays of our 
world gone by. 

FELLOWSHIP

The aim of the SKOCA Old Kevinian 
Fellowship is to provide St Kevin’s 
Old Collegians with the support and 
encouragement to undertake travel, study 
and/or a project which provides a unique 
opportunity for self-development and 
discovery that goes beyond the benefits 
offered by a higher education.

It is hoped that Fellows will become 
ambassadors within the wider College 
community and in particular role models to 
students by participating in the emerging 
leadership, speaker or other programs 
within the College upon completion of 
their Fellowship year.

Applications close on 30 April. The 
award is a cash grant of up to $5,000. The 
application process is available via the 
Resources section of the Old Collegians 
page on the College website: stkevins.vic.
edu.au/community/old-collegians.htm

BASKETBALL

St Kevin’s Old Collegians' Basketball 
Club is providing past students with 
the opportunity to play both social and 
competitive basketball in the Men’s 
Waverley competition on Monday nights. 
The club is growing each season, and 
our current five teams are continuing to 
achieve excellent results across various 
divisions. Groups and individual boys at 
all skill levels are encouraged to 

Old Collegians

LONDON

An Old Collegians function, hosted 
by the College, will be held in 
London. All welcome.  
Thursday 12 April, 7.30pm at the 
Roehampton Club, Roehampton 
Lane, London.  
Book at www.trybooking.com/UESA

GOLDEN JUBILARIANS 
DAY

Kevinians from 1968 and older are 
warmly invited to the College for 
School assembly, tours and morning 
tea. Wives, partners and family 
carers all most welcome. Assembly 
commences at 10.30am. Please 
advise your attendance with names to 
reply@stkevins.vic.edu.au or Phone 
Kevin Culliver on 9822 4974.

ANNUAL DINNER

The 72nd Annual Dinner celebrating 
the Centenary of the College will be 
held on Friday 1 June at Kooyong 
Lawn Tennis Club. Tickets $90, 
Kevinians 2016 – 2012 $45, Clergy $45 
Book at www.trybooking.com/UZTF

upcoming 
events

RICHARD ('97), BEN ('92) THOMAS ('97) 
AND BERNARD CROWLEY ('67) AT THE 
71ST ANNUAL DINNER

ST KEVIN’S COLLEGE10
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join! For any inquiries, please contact 
skocbasketball@gmail.com, or Ben Hall 
on 0423 211 257 

CYCLING

Several old boys and parents met last 
December to discuss the possibilities 
around forming a St Kevin’s cycling 
friendship group. It was decided that the 
group would start off with a weekend 
morning ride from St Kevin’s along the 
Burnley and Kew Boulevards until enough 
hills had been climbed and a suitable 
coffee place found.

The first ride is planned for Sunday 28 
April meeting at the St Kevin’s Boatsheds 
at 8.30am. All welcome.

If anyone wants any further information 
please contact Matthew Bufardeci, father 
of Max (‘16) and Tom (‘18), on matthew.
bufardeci@gmail.com or 0402 723 069.

CRICKET

SKOB Cricket Club endured a difficult 
season on the field but managed to 
remain in the ECA’s top division after 
a miraculous one-run victory in the 
final round. The club is thrilled to have 
completed a dramatic rebuild of the squad 
without losing their spot in one of the 
state’s premier club competitions, with Pat 
Gheller ('15) and Nick Wong (‘15) and 
Ed Bourke ('16) and Alex Connell (‘16) 
assuming a large amount of responsibility 
in the First XI to form a strong core for the 

group moving forward. The Seconds and 
Thirds also enjoyed strong finishes to the 
season, and anticipate further improvement 
next season having blooded nine players 
from the Class of 2016 this season. 

The club will again expect to field three 
sides in turf competitions next season, 
with new players of all abilities welcome. 
For information about the next pre-season 
or general queries about the club, please 
contact Pat Turnbull (0420 820 796) or 
Ed Bourke (0400 331 873). You can also 
follow the club on Facebook and Twitter

VALETE 

LODGE, Frank Geoffrey  (‘41) 
30/12/2017

SHORTILL, Francis Dermot Br cfc 
(‘45) 7/1/2018

MCKENNA, Kevin John Fr OP 
(‘51) 3/8/2017 

STEWARD, Robert Edward (‘51) 
23/12/2017

DORO, John Francis (‘56)  
6/12/2017

GRIMES, Gavan Damian (‘58)  
20/1/2018

KIRSCH, Paul Robert (‘69)  
31/12/2017

NOONAN, Paul Keane (‘69)  
3/3/2018

GOWANS, Nicholas David (‘91) 
16/02/2018

Reunions
2017 - FIRST YEAR

Tuesday 15 May, 5.30pm  
Please book at  
www.trybooking.com/UUDL

1998 - 20 YEARS

Friday 24 August, 6pm 
Glenferrie Hotel, 324 Burwood Road, 
Hawthorn. After party - The Emerson, 
141-145 Commercial Road, South 
Yarra 
Contact: mattlucas10@hotmail.com

1993 - 25 YEARS

Saturday19 May at 6pm  
A casual gathering at the Malvern 
Hotel for the Class of ‘93. All 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Contact: stuart.powell@scotch.vic.
edu.au 

1988 - 30 YEARS

Friday 27 July, 7pm  
Elephant & Wheelbarrow, Corner 
of Bourke and Exhibition Streets 
Melbourne. More information can be 
found at the St Kevin's 1988 30 year 
Reunion Facebook page 
Contact:Peter McGarry 0458 083 992 
or pmcgarry@marwincleaning.com.
au

1978 - 40 YEARS

Friday 12 October, 7.30pm  
Rubiras at Swallows, Port Melbourne. 
Contact: Tony Byrnes  
antbyrne@ozemail.com.au

OMNIA 11
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The Centenary season of Productions 
commenced with a pair of handsomely-
staged productions of two classic plays 
that have been performed at earlier times 
in the College’s first 100 years.

Year 10 boys joined forces with girls 
from Sacré Cœur to present a charming 
adaptation of Moliére’s time-honoured 
farce Tartuffe. According to College 
archives, Tartuffe was the first play ever 
produced at St Kevin’s College. This 
version condensed the original five acts to 
a streamlined running time of fifty minutes 

and maintained an amusing air by having 
all the dialogue in rhyming couplets. When 
Orgon discovered religious hypocrite 
Tartuffe shamelessly flirting with his 
wife, he decided to marry Tartuffe to his 
daughter. Complications ensued when 
Tartuffe insisted that this meant he was 
now master of the manor house.

Gus Higgins captured the frazzled 
temperament of cantankerous patriarch 
Orgon, scoring laughs for the frequency 
and energy of his frustrated sighs. Joseph 
Millie brought considerable swagger to 

Tartuffe, showing the oafish man to be 
completely oblivious to women’s reactions 
to his advances.

Marvan Adams gave a characterful 
performance as dowager Madame 
Pernelle, a woman as snappish as any 
of the cantankerous men in the play. 
Maxwell Tribe worked with reliably strong 
stagecraft to bring a pleasantly cheerful 
characterisation to Cleante. William 
Cameron made an impact in the brief role 
of ardent lover, Valere.

Tartuffe
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A week later, an experienced cast of Year 
11 and 12 students from St Kevin’s and 
Sacré Cœur presented George Bernard 
Shaw’s classic play, Pygmalion. The play 
was previously produced in the College’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 1978.

The play upon which the beloved musical 
My Fair Lady is based, Pygmalion tells 
of flower girl Eliza who linguistics expert 
Professor Henry Higgins transforms into a 
lady of refined speech.

College Drama Captain Nicholas Reynolds 
gave a highly memorable performance 
as Professor Higgins, capturing the 
man’s plummy vocal tones as well as 
his propensity for both bossiness and 
childishness.

Harry Conway gave a nice contrast to 
Higgins with his earthy portrayal of 
dustman Alfred Doolittle, a man whose 
tendency to philosophise takes him further 
than he ever imagined. Peter Shaw gave 
strong support in the gentlemanly role of 
fellow language expert Colonel Pickering.

During Term One, rehearsals were also 
underway for a range of productions in 
Term Two. St Kevin’s and Loreto will 
present Years 7 - 9 musical Honk! Jr, 
and Years 10 - 12 St Catherine’s and St 
Kevin’s students will stage Gershwin 
musical Crazy For You. Auditions have 
also been held for the St Kevin’s and 
Loreto Years 10 - 12 musical, which 
will be the evergreen Broadway musical 
Brigadoon.

Pygmalion
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DR JOE SANTAMARIA OAM ('41)

The Santamaria family came from the 
Aeolian Islands in Italy in the late 19th 
Century. Mr and Mrs Santamaria toiled hard, 
starting with a traditional greengrocery and 
developing it regularly. Six children became 
the Santamaria household: Bartolomeo 
(Bob), Giuseppina (Josie), Felice (Phil), 
Giuseppe (Joe), Bernardino (Bernie) and 
Giovanni (John). 

The children attended the local parish 
school, St Joseph’s, and moved to other 
Catholic schools in the district. Three of 
the boys were able to attend St Kevin’s. 
Bob (‘32), Joe (‘41) and John (‘50) were all 
College Captains; Bob and Joe were Duces 
in their years and John also was awarded 
the prestigious Alan Shelton Award. All 
three were highly successful in their chosen 
careers and had immeasurably positive 
effects on their society, especially the 
Catholic sector of our nation.

Joe, in his two years at St Kevin’s, was 
not content to simply earn high grades for 
entry into the University of Melbourne; 
he was also President of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society, Vice President of the Honours 
Debating Society, Member of the Sodality 
of Our Lady, Vice-Captain of the First XVIII 
and a member of the First XI (Cricket). All 
this was a sign of his attitude to embrace all 

aspects of life, and along with his College 
Captaincy and studies, eventuated in his 
being Dux with a Newman Exhibition Prize.

He constantly engaged with groups who 
could make a positive difference to our world 
and became vehicles for Joe to influence 
others. At the University of Melbourne, he 
was a member of the Newman Society, the 
Young Christian Workers (YCW), and the 
Victorian Catholic Lawn Tennis Association 
(VCLTA).

It was at the University of Melbourne where 
Joe completed his medical degree and went 
on to obtain a Masters of Medicine (MMed) 
in Epidemiology. He strongly attributes his 
decision to be a doctor to Br Purton, his 
Headmaster at St Kevin’s. 

He was originally in practice in Thornbury 
and, after postgraduate studies, specialised 
in haematology and oncology at St Vincent’s 
Hospital (SVH), the Austin Hospital and 
the Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH). Joe 
spent much of his professional career at 
St Vincent’s Hospital, leading many key 
areas of medicine. He was Senior Research 
Fellow in Haematology at both SVH and 
RCH in the 1950s and Acting Medical 
Superintendent at SVH early in 1951.

Joe was instrumental in the worldwide 
creation of laws to save lives on the road, 
by having blood alcohol limits mandatory. 
His work with Dr Birrell (Victorian Police 
Surgeon) and Dr Anne Raymond was the 
first to link blood alcohol and different 
drinking levels to people’s driving ability. 
This alone has saved countless lives. 

In 1986, he was appointed the Australian 
physician responsible for the health of the 
Pope and his entourage during the Papal 
visit of John Paul II to Australia. This was a 

special time for Joe, an earthly recognition of 
his skills as a physician and also his devotion 
to his faith.

In 1997, Joe was awarded the Order of 
Australia Medal (OAM) for work in the field 
of Community Medicine, particularly in the 
field of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction and 
Road Safety. He was made a Fellow of the 
Royal Australasian College of Physicians 
(FRACP), the Australasian Faculty of 
Public Health Medicine (FAFPHM) and the 
Haematology Society of Australia (emeritus). 
In previous years, he won the Velma Stanley 
Award (Melbourne University) and the 
Graeme Grove Medal (Trauma Committee 
RACS).

Joe is a prolific author and his books cover 
a broad range of topics commenting on the 
social fabric of Australia. Most notably, he 
is attributed as Editor of Man: How Will He 
Survive, 1974 and authored Through the 
Barrel of a Needle, 1987; The Education of 
Dr Joe, 2006; Embryos, Ethics & Politics 
Second edition, 2006; Catholic Values in the 
Australian Public Square, 2014; and Who is 
Gloria Stanton, 2015.

Joe grew up in an environment where 
the family was at the centre of all one’s 
achievements and, with the love of a family, 
you can excel. Joe married Dorothy Cook 
in 1952 and together they have carried 
out Joe’s work professionally, religiously 
and with the creation of their own family. 
They have 5 children, 16 grandchildren, 
7 great-grandchildren, with 2 more on the 
way. Dorothy and Joe are now enjoying 
retirement and family. The College’s values 
of ‘Learning, Family and Fullness of Life’ 
have no greater exponent than Dr Joe 
Santamaria.

Dr Joe Santamaria
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The Star Camp is for children with 
special needs and provides respite for 
their parents and careers. It gave Year 
12 students from St Kevin’s College, 
Genazzano, Scotch College, Xavier 
College and Loreto Mandeville Hall the 
opportunity to care for a child with special 
needs over an extended weekend in 
December 2017. 

The students involved were: Benjamin 
Byrnes, Andre Coten, Hugh Flanagan, 
Hugh Gastin, Dominic Holden, Jacob 
Mackenzie, Shaun Quirk, Nicholas 
Rogers, Ronald Snell, Hugo Stephenson 
and Vikash Yogaraj. They were paired 
together and assigned to care for a specific 
camper for the weekend and quickly 
adapted to and mastered the challenges 
and joys that come with caring for a child 
with special needs. 

St Kevin’s staff, as in the many years past, 
continued with their incredibly generous 
support of the Camp, giving their time 
to volunteer and support our Year 12 
students. Many thanks to the large number 
of our parents who were a strong presence 
amongst the medical volunteers. 

Art Show

Star Camp

HUGH GASTIN

ANDRE COTEN BENJAMIN BYRNES, HUGO STEPHENSON
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From 1918 to 1934, cricket at St Kevin’s 
was not consistently played at the College. 
Games were irregular and, in some 
years, no games were played at all. The 
College was not in any Schools' Sports 
association and so fixtures were only of 
a social nature. Games that were played 
were played in the parklands surrounding 
the MCG. It was not until the 1930s that 
cricket gets officially mentioned in the 
records. The 1935 First XI team shown 
below is the first photo of an SKC Cricket 
XI and it is from this year that there is a 
continuous record of matches. 

It was another 14 years before the St 
Kevin’s First XI won their first ever 
premiership in 1949, when they won the 
ACC title. This was the first of what would 
be a four year period of SKC dominance 
in the ACC winning the title in 1949, ‘50, 
‘51, and ‘52 with 1950 being our best year 
ever in the ACC, when SKC also won the 
premiership for Football and Tennis.

The 1952 premiership team (pictured 
below) would be our last ACC premiership 
of any sport and our last premiership for 
37 years. St Kevin’s came close to winning 
premierships a number of times in those 
37 years. The First XI of 1957 sucessfully 
made it to the Grand Final against De La 
Salle. They dismissed DLS for 63 and 
were cruising in reply but were dismissed 
for 62 to lose by one run!

The 1964 cricket team went within 0.2% 
of gaining our first ACC premiership 
since 1952. They needed to beat Brighton 
Grammar in the last round to secure the title 
but Graham Moss of BGS, later to play Test 
cricket for Australia, thwarted our attempts 
at victory. Led by two outstanding fast 
bowlers in Brendan McArdle and Patrick 
Smith, the 1968 First XI went into the final 
round against Scotch College on top of 
the ladder. Positioned well overnight on 
Friday, they were surprised to arrive on the 
Saturday after fine and warm conditions 
to find the pitch wet and unplayable. 

The match was drawn and a premiership 
denied. Thirty unsuccessful seasons had 
passed since our entry into the APS by the 
time the 1989 season commenced. Finally, 
the Sam Hunter-led First XI won our first 
ever APS Premiership of any kind. James 
Gannon was the legendary coach and John 
Davenport the TIC. John would end up 
serving as TIC of Cricket for a record 33 
years.

Once that first premiership was gained, 
others quickly followed in 1991 with 
Simon Coombe as Captain, and 1992 
with Corey Withers as Captain and three 
AFL players in the team : Stephen Powell, 
Bradley Scott, and Simon Garlick.

Our most recent win was in 2015 to 
secure our sixth APS Cricket premiership 
and tenth Cricket title overall. This team 
was notable for going through the season 
undefeated in its ten matches. We look 
forward to seeing what the SKC Cricket 
teams bring over the next 100 years.

Our Cricket Past

1992 TEAM 1935 TEAM

1952 TEAM
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Old Boys on Staff

HARTLEY STONE 1984-1986

Back in my time, the school was mostly 
made up of boys who were on the Glen 
Waverley line, with maybe 20 to 30 Senior 
boys (7 – 12) catching the train out to 
Ringwood with me.

We were always seen as the poor relation 
of the APS on the sporting field. We were 
tough to play against as we were quite 
physical and never backed down from a 
fight but we didn’t have the depth of the 
other APS Schools. When we won games, 
we celebrated pretty hard, too.

However, in 1986 that changed during 
the cricket season as we went into the last 
game thinking we needed an outright win 
against Scotch to win the College’s first 
APS Premiership.

We bowled Scotch out for 117 and went 
about making quick runs to send them 
back in to push for the outright.

On Saturday morning, we needed to make 
about 20 runs with two wickets in hand, 
when we found out Haileybury had lost 
their match on first innings. This meant we 
only had to win the game on first innings 
points to take the Premiership out. 

Unfortunately, with only five runs needed 
for us to bring home a win, a very gifted 
middle order batsmen, Andrew Varasdi, 

went for a six off a spinner and was caught 
on the boundary rope at deep long-on.

This match was a missed opportunity and 
always sits in my mind as my life goes on. 

However, I hope this season was the 
catalyst for our first APS Premiership in 
1989, again with the cricket team. Jim 
Gannon and John Davenport have left a 
great legacy for all our sports' coaches 
and TICs on how to develop and create a 
successful team culture with a sport at St 
Kevin’s.

TRISTAN MIONI 2001-2007

I was very fortunate to get a spot at the 
College in Year 6. there were only three 
on the intake for that year. In 2001, I was 
the only boy at the College who rode his 
bike to school (excluding Jim O’Dea, of 
course). I used to lock my bike up at the 
Art rooms and walk up the (old) metal 
steps to the front of what is now the Ruby 
Tout Theatre. Four or five mornings a 
week, Brother Wilding would greet me 
there and walk me to the station and send 
me off to the Junior School where Mr 
Peter Tellefson would always be waiting. 
I think this sense of belonging and being 
cared for was what made my initial years 
at the College so memorable.

KARL SEBIRE 1997-2002

Having had the opportunity to work at 
schools in the UK and Sydney, my primary 
motivation in returning to Melbourne 
was the desire to work at St Kevin's. The 
comparison to other schools makes me 
realise that this really is one of the best 
places to be, and one would like to think 
that so many of my teachers from all those 
years ago are still here because it’s as good 
as it gets for a teacher in Melbourne! I 
have such fond memories of my time as a 
student, so driving through the gates each 
morning fills me with a sense of pride that 
is a unique element to any workplace. 

I’d more than gladly elaborate on the 
impact of Bill Spierings throughout my 
career. From teaching me, he was the 
person I sought out on a visit back to 
Melbourne from the UK when I was 
considering a career in education. I'm now 
working within the same department with 
him and he has passed the baton onto me 
to redesign the Omnia in our Centenary 
year. Bill has been an influential figure 
who is sadly leaving the Art department all 
too soon; although, after his 37 years as a 
teacher here, it’s more me arriving all too 
late to work with him.
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House Nights
The decision to strategically place all 
House fundraising evenings in Term 
One is once again validated with the 
resoundingly positive anecdotes reported 
by House Heads, Tutors, parents and 
boys. Undoubtedly, these fantastic events 
allow for a more relaxed and fun-filled 
integration of new boys, as well as Year 
10 boys returning to Heyington from 
Waterford. In addition, the various events 
are all flavored with the unique and 
individual character that is each of the six 
senior Houses. Whilst Kearney, Purton, 
McCarthy and Rahill Houses opted for 
Trivia nights, Kenny and Cusack enjoyed 
film nights and dances respectively. 

Linking all the House nights 

is clearly one of camaraderie, 

purpose and relationships

The language of the boys probably 
captures the spirit of the night's best. 
Campbell Smart of Purton noted:

‘I loved the night because it was very 
relaxed. There were small tables with some 
of my mates and I made new friends with 
the dates they brought along. I loved being 
able to participate in the trivia with a wide 
range of questions and activities, eat food 
and engage in polite conversation.’

Sam Lindeman, a new boy to College last 
year, commented:

‘It was a fantastic experience. It was great 
to make new friends early on in the year, 
and it really helped me to get to know 
teachers and boys’ partners.’

Capturing the spirit of difference between 
House events, Will Lewis of Kearney 
commented:

‘The physical challenges of the evening 
were a highlight. The dry Weetbix race is 
good fun as was the karaoke round.’ 

Boys from Kenny House even became 
personally embroiled in the narrative of 
‘Coach Carter’ on the evening of their film 
night, with one lad noting: 

‘I was distraught that Coach Carter 
couldn’t get his team over the line and into 
the state finals…’

In a more deeply philosophical 
observation, a senior Cusack student is 
reported to have said: 

‘Awesome. It was a sea of green on the 
dance floor’. 

Perhaps he should be sent to cheer up 
the Kenny boy who was so distraught 
following the unpredictable and cruel twist 
in the ‘Coach Carter’ narrative!

The common thread linking all the House 
nights is clearly one of camaraderie, 
purpose and relationships. All funds raised 
on these evenings are donated to either 
Edmund Rice Camps and/or Social Justice 
Partnerships with which each House has a 
close affiliation. 
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House sport commenced at the Senior 
school with House Rowing and Diving 
kicking off the competition. Rowing 
resulted in a win to Rahill House from 
Purton in the A Final. Kearney beat Kenny 
in the B Final, and McCarthy was too 
good for Cusack in the C Final.

House Diving was extremely popular with 
49 competitors across the school. Addison 
Aylmer of Year 8 and Mark Jencik of 
Year 12 were judged the best Junior and 

Senior divers respectively. Kenny was 
the Champion House followed closely 
by McCarthy, Cusack, Purton, Rahill and 
Kearney.

The House Swimming Carnivals were held 
towards the end of term. Glendalough’s 
carnival was held at the Carnegie Pool 
with Ullathorne winning from Vaughan, 
Mannix, and Polding. The Senior school 
carnivals were held in the Wilding pool but 
split into three categories for the first time. 

The Year 9 students competed in a stand-
alone carnival.

In the Senior Carnival, Kearney led into 
the second last event only to be pipped 
by a narrow 28 points by Rahill who won 
their third Dunphy Cup.

Although last in the Senior Carnival, 
McCarthy were able to secure the overall 
aggregate and the Butcher Cup by virtue 
of their Junior performance.

House 
Competitions

OVERALL POINTS

McCarthy 2237 
Rahill 2152 
Kenny 2116 
Purton 2056 
Kearney 1998 
Cusack 1934

INDIVIDUAL SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONS  
J. Keenan Yr 3 
L. Lafoe Yr 4 
P. Harmon Yr 5 
M. Marshall Yr 6 
H. Lafoe Yr 7 
P. Millington Yr 8 
J. Lloyd Yr 9 
J. Patterson Yr 10 
E. Erikson Yr 11 
R. Brian Yr 12

CHAMPION HOUSES 

Year 7 – McCarthy 
Year 8 – McCarthy 
Year 9 – Kenny 
Year 10 – Cusack 
Year 11 – Kearney 
Year 12 – Kenny

FINAL POINTS 

Junior (7/8/9):  
McCarthy 1410 
Kenny 1218 
Rahill 1214 
Purton 1203  
Kearney 1087 
Cusack 1037 
Senior (10/11/12):   
Rahill 938 
Kearney 911 
Kenny 898 
Cusack 897 
Purton 853 
McCarthy 827
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The 2018 summer sports season was a 
very successful one for St Kevin’s with 
four premierships and strong performances 
across all sports.

The First Tennis team went back-to-back 
to retain the APS Premiership title. This 
win was the College’s eighth APS Tennis 
premiership. Team Captain Nelson Walker 
and Codey Gunn were both selected in 
the APS Representative side and Tom 
Pavlecovich-Smith received an entry into a 
Futures Tournament.

The Diving team retained their APS 
Premiership with a 16 point win; 84 to 
Scotch’s 68 and Wesley’s 62. SKC won 
seven of the 10 events on the night with 
Captain Marc Jencik leading from the 
front with an outstanding win in the Open 
A section.

Futsal has been a strong performing 
sport at St Kevin's for nearly a decade 
but since coming under the auspices of 
the APS, SKC has been unable to snare 
a premiership. This year the team was 
outstanding and won the premiership, 
dropping only one game as they took out 
their first APS title.

The swimming team were brilliant in 
the APS Carnival but had to lower their 

colours again to Caulfield Grammar 
for the second consecutive year. St 
Kevin’s set four APS records: U-14 
4 x 50m Backstroke Relay, Open 4 x 
50m Breaststroke Relay, U-14 4 x 50m 
Breaststroke Relay, and Open 4 x 50m 
Medley Relay. Caulfield was able to 
extend their advantage this year from nine 
points in 2017 to 65.5 points in 2018. Final 
Points : CGS 568, SKC 502.5, MGS 424, 
Xavier 414, HY 412.5, WC 367, Scotch 
351, BGS 350, Geelong 231, Carey 222.

The 2018 Head of the River Regatta, saw 
St Kevin's again qualify for the A Final of 
the First VIII competition; they eventually 
finished fifth. The Second VIII placed 
third, the Third VIII placed seventh, 10A 
VIII  placed eighth, 10B VIII placed fifth, 
10C VIII second, and 10D VIII (competing 
in the 10C division) 11th.

The First Touch Football was a young 
outfit and was unable to qualify for the 
finals finishing fifth.

Cycling had a tight tussle with Trinity 
Grammar all season but again prevailed to 
win the VISC Cycling championship for 
the second consecutive year. This season, 
the team won both the boys' section and 
the overall combined section. The star of 

the team is Max Leiner who has set several 
Victorian records during the summer and 
won numerous Victorian Titles.

The APS Cricket season was an interesting 
and close competition all year with 
any one of four schools able to secure 
the premiership. The Jack Di Stefano-
led St Kevin's team went into the last 
round needing a win against Wesley and 
Xavier needing to defeat Haileybury to 
win the title. Unfortunately, wet weather 
intervened and all Firsts matches were 
drawn to hand Haileybury the premiership, 
and SKC finished a respectable third to 
repeat their 2017 placing.

Our Lawn Bowlers also had a 
heartbreaking season. In a different format 
to previous seasons, SKC lost the APS 
Grand Final section five to Scotch six. 
They qualified for the Interschools final 
for the Bob Poulton Trophy and tied with 
Assumption College in the Grand Final. 
In the tiebreaker, they lost the end by one 
shot to be dual Runners-Up.

Our other summer sports, Table Tennis 
(fourth), Badminton (fourth), Volleyball 
(fifth), and Squash (fourth) also had good 
seasons.

Summer Sports
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