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Centenary Ball
The�Centenary�Ball�was�a�terrific�night�
dedicated to 100 years of St Kevin's 
history and the wonderful community that 
has developed around it. 

Spread�across�all�three�of�the�Sofitel's�
ballrooms,�almost�1,200�staff,�community�
members and friends of the College came 
together to celebrate.

It was a great way to mark such an historic 
milestone�and�we�offer�our�thanks�to�all�
who made it a night to remember.
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From the Headmaster
It has been a winter of much content. 
Many of our Centenary celebrations are 
featured in this edition of Omnia, and 
the core life of our school continues to 
develop and enhance the lives, characters 
and intellects of our boys. The Centenary 
Ball was a wonderful celebration of 
community that joyously still regularly 
emerges in conversation with those who 
were fortunate to attend. The Albert Street 
Lecture Series stimulates conversations 
on the night and well into the weeks 
following. The Great Debate attracted 
hundreds in Smith Hall and the senior 
Musical, Brigadoon, with its mystical 100 
years of a village asleep, was a production 
that rated among our best across the 
decades.

The Centenary Concert at Hamer Hall, 
displayed the maturity of our music 
program, the talent of our boys and the 
expertise�of�our�music�staff.�Many�guests,�
perhaps especially those who had not been 
at an SKC performance for a few years, 
were so impressed at the complexity of 
the program and, even more importantly, 
the accomplishments of the performers. 
Speaking at the commencement of the 
night, I said:

For some years, I have spoken of our 
desire at St Kevin’s to mainstream many 
activities so that all boys see involvement 
in nearly all areas of school life as 
worthwhile and legitimate options. We are 
all about involvement and contribution 
in and out of the classroom. Few, if any, 
activities should be only for the highly 
talented. In Music at SKC, there are now 
some 40 Orchestras, Bands, Ensembles 
and Choirs. 

Hundreds of boys are involved across 
all campuses and they are taught and 
mentored by an exceptional music staff led 
by Mr Simon Harris.

Music should be a core element in every 
child’s education, not simply because of 
its capacity to enhance intellectual and 
personal development, but also because 
of its efficacy in promoting collaborative 
and altruistic behaviour among adults. 
The educational benefits beyond the 
learning of an instrument or involvement 
in musical training have been shown to 
enhance cross-modal performance and 
skill sets that are not limited to the aural 
and linguistic domains.

So, parents, do encourage your boys to 
persist, commence, or re-engage with the 
marvellous music program at St Kevin’s. 

On Assembly today, I shared with the 
boys that the first music performed 
publically at SKC was 26 September 
1918, St Augustine’s Orphanage Band, 
playing God save Ireland. That same year, 
foundation student, Victor McMahon, 
performed at the end of year Speech 
Night, held in Fitzroy.

Music took time to become part of the 
fabric of the new school, but by the 1930s, 
Br Cusack’s passion and interest produced 
an orchestra, small, but competent, 
that played at the 1936 Speech Night in 
Hawthorn.

Students of individual brilliance such as 
the pianist Raymond O’Connell emerged. 
At 15, this St Kevin’s student won a 
scholarship to the Royal College of Music 
in London and went on to a spectacular 
career, interrupted only by his war service.

By the 50s, the Classical Music Group 
were challenged by the new Jazz Society 
and in the student paper of the day, there 
is plenty of argument and sniping.

By 1994 we had, across Glendalough and 
the Senior School, 15 music groups. That 
today we have 34, tells the wonderful story 
of growth, begun with Anne Bortolussi. 
For so long now, our music has flourished 
under Mr Simon Harris. Our staff are 
talented, generous and numerous and 
when combined with our boys’ enthusiasm, 
musicality and parental support, the 
results are amazing. Old Collegians are 
prominent as opera singers and popular 
artists, musicians, conductors and music 
entrepreneurs. Most importantly, hundreds 
enjoy making music and singing and will 
continue to through their lives, because of 
the gift of a St Kevin’s education.

RICE camps for our Waterford students 
were once again the challenging 
expeditions that taught our boys 
about their land and themselves. The 
Presentation�Evening�that�profiles�the�
destinations excites and amazes me 
each year. Our locations in 2018 were 
Hinchinbrook (QLD), Lake Argyle (WA), 
Larapinta Trail (NT), Flinders (SA), Mt 
Barney (QLD), Snowy Mountains (NSW), 
Lake Eyre Camel Safari (SA), Tasmania 
Sailing (TAS), Wet Tropics (QLD), 
Whitsundays (QLD). Our Year 10 OAP 
Leaders’ Camps have been held and Year 
8 Camps have also been part of this term.

Our winter Saturday sports season gave 
St Kevin’s boys the chance to play with 
their mates, compete against and get 
to know our fellow APS and VSRU 
opponents and was, as always, the source 
of�fitness,�fun�and�much�conversation.�
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Our Basketball and Rugby Firsts teams 
won their competitions. Both teams 
overcame physically larger sides and 
their premierships were that wonderful 
combination of excellent coaching, great 
team spirit and that crucial bounce of the 
ball, whatever its shape, at the right time 
in a game.

In other winter codes, our Football First 
XVIII�finished�third,�Soccer�and�Cross�
Country�fourth,�with�Hockey�in�fifth�
position. In secondary APS Sport, in 
Basketball under TIC Mr Langan, we 
fielded�32�teams,�Mr�Hale�sent�to�field�26�
Soccer teams, Mr Hart 20 Football sides, 
Ms Banks 8 Hockey teams, Mr Culliver 
8 Rugby sides, Mr McCann had a healthy 
squad of 50 Cross Country runners, and 
we ran three winter Table Tennis teams. 
Our�boys�and�staff�were�busy.�My�thanks�
to all my colleagues who provided the 
great bulk of the coaching and our loyal 
Old Collegians who assisted.

The humility and graciousness shown 
by our premiership teams and, I happily 
add, so many of our other senior and 
junior�teams,�gives�me�confidence�that�we�
continue to play sport at St Kevin’s for the 
right reasons and in the right way. 

We know that sport builds character, but 
it is only one way by which character is 
developed in an SKC student. More on 
that perhaps in another forum.

In�sport,�our�staff�ensure�that�there�is�
reflection�after�a�win�or�a�loss,�not�simply�
a few trite, almost throwaway lines. 
Socrates has been quoted across the years, 
"the unexamined life is not worth living." 
Taking this sentiment towards sport, it 
calls us to think about what we learn every 
training session, each game, each season.

Recently Pope Francis named some of 
the virtues in sport: "generosity; humility; 
sacrifice;�constancy�and�cheerfulness,�
which contribute to the group spirit, to 
respect healthy competition and solidary 
with other." My hope is that St Kevin’s 
does look to such values and not simply 
the reckless pursuit of victory.

The Ministry Team has continued its 
central and important work, led so ably by 
Mr McGirr and Ms Power. As I write, we 
have celebrated the Eucharist 50 times as 
a St Kevin’s community thus far in 2018. 
Confirmation�and�Reconciliation�have�
been sacraments for which we prepared 
our boys, and First Communion classes 
are underway.

A�moving�and�powerful�Staff�Reflection�
Day was held in August, Year 10 
Community Service occurs each 
Wednesday, the St Vincent de Paul Society 
is active and perhaps most importantly 
and impressively, our Social Justice 
space,�the�House�Partnerships,�flourish.�
A glance across a few weeks of Fullness 
of Life (This Week at St Kevin's) in the 
Newsletter, reveals clearly the constancy, 
depth and widespread involvement of 
senior�boys�and�staff�in�this�area�of�school�
life.

Do�be�alert�to�the�final�celebratory�events�
in�Term�4.�It�is�important�we�finish�2018�
well.

Omnia pro Deo

BR CUSACK WITH THE 1936 COLLEGE ORCHESTRA
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Centenary Concert
The Centenary Concert, held in Hamer 
Hall in early September, was a spectacular 
showcase of the College’s music program. 
Featuring over 400 performers and 
including 55 Old Collegians, the concert 
included two works commissioned by the 
College to mark this milestone celebration. 

Melbourne composer Brian Hogg’s 
Glendalough Journey, which portrays the 
journey from medieval Ireland to modern-
day Australia and the continuing ethos of 
St Kevin, included musical quotes from 
the School Song, ensuring the work has 

a�distinctive�St�Kevin’s�flavour.�Later�in�
the concert, Big Bands 1 and 2 combined 
for the second commissioned work, The 
Shape Shifter, by Toshi Clinch. This 
ambitious�work�for�double�big�band�filled�
Hamer Hall with the modern big band 
sound.

Glendalough was represented by the 
students of Year 6 and the Glendalough 
Choir. Their performances of Dare 
to Dream and Stand Together were 
uplifting and illustrated the strength of the 
Glendalough singing program.

The College Orchestra, again assisted 
by Old Collegians, provided the 
accompaniment to the other concert 
highlights. These included Year 11 student 
Zhihan Jiang’s thrilling performance of 
the�first�movement�from�Rachmaninoff’s�
Piano Concerto No. 2, the combined 
choir’s dramatic performance of extracts 
from Verdi’s opera, Aida, and the rousing 
finale�which�involved�everyone�singing�a�
medley of cherished College songs.
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Leadership Dinner

Foundation Business 
Breakfast

25 years of leadership at the College 
were celebrated on Saturday 25 August, 
with the coming together of past and 
present Headmasters, Deputy Heads, and 
Directors of Administration, Students, 
Studies and Glendalough. 

The evening commenced in the Chapel of 
St Kevin, where thanks were expressed for 
the life of the community of St Kevin’s for 
over 100 years, for families, for friendship 
and for colleagues. The role of Edmund 

Rice as a model of genuine service 
leadership was acknowledged, as were 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit of wisdom, 
understanding and courage.

A dinner in the Galleria followed, where 
company was enjoyed, stories were shared 
and there was much talk of the growth and 
development of the College over 25 years 
and beyond. The Deputy Head, Ms Janet 
Canny, proposed a toast to St Kevin’s 
College, focusing on the past, present 
and future aspirations of the community. 
The Headmaster, Mr Stephen Russell, 
responded, acknowledging the depth of 
experience, service and friendship that was 
present within the gathering and providing 

highlights of the College’s recent years. 

The role Mr Russell has played in 
providing such a full and exciting calendar 
of events and activities for the Centenary 
year was also celebrated. His vision, 
creative ideas, forward planning and 
organisation were acknowledged with a 
presentation on behalf of the 2018 College 
Leadership Team. 

The evening was another great event on 
the Centenary calendar, providing an 
opportunity for reunion of colleagues, 
acknowledgement of service and 
celebration of history.

The annual St Kevin’s College Foundation 
Business Breakfast was held at the Park 
Hyatt on Wednesday 15 August. The 
theme of the morning was "Human 
& Machine: the next great creative 
partnership", which touched on the role of 
artificial�intelligence�from�both�a�business�
and ethics perspective.

Our special guests for the morning were 
Dave King (SKC '90) and Prof Robert 

Sparrow. Prof Sparrow is Australia's 
leading expert in AI and ethics and Dave 
King is the CEO and Founder of Move 
37, a creative AI agency. Guests at the 
breakfast enjoyed a lively conversation 
between two people at the top of their 
field�exploring�a�complex�topic�in�an�
engaging way. The discussion was guided 
by Foundation Board Member Evan 
Dwyer (SKC '89) who was a thoughtful 
and erudite moderator, asked insightful 
questions and kept the conversation 
moving across many aspects of this 
fascinating�field.

The Foundation exists to provide 
opportunities for boys to attend St Kevin's 

who would not usually be able to. The gift 
of a St Kevin's education can be assisted 
by anyone in the community and you are 
invited to learn more of the Foundation 
and its wonderful work by visiting the 
Foundation page on the College website. 
There�you�will�also�find�a�new�page�
specifically�created�for�the�Business�
Breakfast where you can download an 
audience Q&A, and where our two guests 
have provided links to explore AI and big 
data in further detail.
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New Gap Tutors

BENEDICT (BEN) HART

Ben�recently�finished�his�studies�at�
Taunton School where he completed 
a Sport and Exercise Science Level 3 
Diploma, and was House Prefect. Also 
a keen sportsman, Ben played for the 
First XI Football (Soccer) team and for 
the Seconds in Rugby. In Athletics, he 
competed in the ISA Nationals 2014/16 
winning silver in the 300m and bronze 
in the 200m. After his GAP year, 
Ben�is�planning�on�attending�Cardiff�
Metropolitan University and study Sports 
Science with a focus on psychology. 
While at St Kevin's, Ben has worked with 
almost all Glendalough year levels and 
has been coaching the Year 6 and 8 Soccer 
teams.

HOLLY RADBOURNE

Holly studied at Bishop's Stortford 
College where she was Head Girl of the 
Junior School and Prefect and Head of 
House in the Senior School. She played 
for, and was Captain of, the Firsts Hockey 
team, and played in the Firsts teams for 
Netball and Rounders. Outside of school, 
she has played Hockey at her local club 
and at county and regional levels. Holly 
grew up on a farm in Essex but has 
decided that farm life is not for her. When 
she returns to England she will study 
Design Engineering at Loughborough 
University. Holly is enjoying working 
at Glendalough, assisting the boys in 
homerooms from Prep–4. She is also 
coaching sports teams from Years 5–8. 

GABRIEL THORNTON

Gabriel comes to us from Bromsgrove 
School in Worcestershire with A-levels in 
Maths, Geography, Business and Physical 
Education and where he was Captain of 
Hockey and winner of the Sports Leader 
Award and the Bentley Cup for all-around 
excellence in sport. He played Rugby 
Union and Cricket in the Seconds team 
for both sports and won England Rugby 
National Schools Cup Championship at 
Twickenham in 2015 and 2016. He is 
currently working in junior-level classes, 
supporting the boys with their learning. 
He is also coaching the Year 5 and 6 
APS sports team and Year 7 Rugby. After 
his GAP year, he plans to study Earth 
Sciences at Lancaster University.

Dating back to 1997, SKC Old Collegians, 
have relished the opportunity to complete 
a GAP year in the UK, in schools such 
as�University�College�School,�Ratcliffe�
College and King Edwards School. More 
recently,�positions�have�been�offered�at�
Bishop’s Stortford College and Felsted 
School. 

Old Collegians interested in applying 
for a 12-month position from January to 
December 2020, should submit a written 
application (in the way of a cover letter 
and CV) addressed to the Headmaster 
via�the�Deputy�Head’s�office.�Emailed�
applications should be sent to  
busuttilc@stkevins.vic.edu.au by 25 
February 2019. 

Customarily, Collegians who completed 
Year 12 two years prior, with some work 
or university experience behind them, 
have been involved. Tutors are generally 
paid an allowance for their work, provided 
with accommodation, and are entitled to 
school�holidays�which�affords�a�wonderful�
opportunity for personal travel.

KEVINIANS AS GAP TUTORS 
IN THE UK IN 2020

OMNIA 9



APS Winter Sports
The�SKC�Football�team�finished�in�third�
place this season. Forward William James 
was the star, kicking 11 goals to set a new 
goal-kicking record for the First XVIII. 
Rhylee West played for Victoria Metro at 
the National U18 Championships and was 
selected in the All Australian team.

St Kevin’s Hockey remained undefeated 
on its home turf and the Firsts narrowly 
missed the top four for the redrawn rounds 
and�finish�in�fifth�place.

The�Soccer�team�finished�the�season�
strongly by coming from behind in the last 
two�fixtures�to�win�2–1.�This�allowed�them�
to�finish�in�a�respectable�fourth�place.

The Cross Country team went close to 
sharing the APS Premiership after it 
defeated reigning premier Wesley in 
round four. However, the team was beaten 
by a narrow two points in round six and 
dropped to fourth place as a result. Luca 
Di Conza, Matthew Hussey, and Harry 
Bowen all represented Victoria at the 
National Schools Championships in WA.

Some unexpected losses early in the 
season saw the Firsts Basketball team 
qualified�for�the�redrawn�rounds�in�third�
position. After beating Xavier 73–46 in 
the�final�game,�the�Firsts�had�to�sit�and�
watch the Carey v Haileybury game. 
Haileybury narrowly got ahead of Carey 
by three points which resulted in a shared 
APS premiership with Carey. Captain 

Daniel Owies was selected in the All 
Australian U18 schoolboys championships 
in Darwin. 

The Firsts Rugby went through the season 
undefeated. Brighton Grammar proved a 
difficult�opponent�in�the�semi-final�and�the�
team were pushed to overcome them. For 
the third time in 2018, the team played 
SPC in the Grand Final at Xavier College. 
In a masterful display, the First XV won 
22–7 to snare its seventh consecutive 
premiership.

St Kevin’s has once again been strongly 
represented in the annual APS v AGS 
winter sport representative matches. 
William Lewis captained the APS in 
Cross�Country�and�finished�third�in�the�
race. William James, Matthew Presutto, 
Alastair Richards, William Barron, and 
Anthony Seaton were a strong presence in 
the�Football�team�and�staff�member�Paul�
O’Brien was the coach of the winning 
APS team. The Firsts goal umpire Jack 
Di�Stefano�was�selected�to�officiate�
the game. Alex Oswald was our sole 
Hockey representative, playing strongly 
in defence. Michael Reid captained the 
winning Basketball team and Firsts coach 
Warrick Giddey was the coach, with TIC 
Mark Langan the team manager.

This year, the Winter Sports Carnivals 
were split between Heyington and 
Tooronga�for�the�first�time.�The�Br�Vincent�
Monagle Cup as the Champion Winter 
Sports House was won by McCarthy to 
bring to an end Kenny’s four consecutive 
victories. Kearney dominated the Senior 
section this year and won this section of 
the Winter Championship. Cusack (Year 
7), Kenny (Year 8), and McCarthy (Year 
9) were the winners of the four individual 
Carnivals.
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Unlike the 2017 House Athletics 
Carnivals, where foul weather curtailed 
the program, the 2018 versions were 
held�in�the�magnificent�spring�sunshine.�
The Glendalough carnival was held on 
the College ovals and the senior school 
carnival was again at the Box Hill track. 
McCarthy’s win in the senior school 
competition completed a hat-trick of 
victories. Cusack (Year 7), Purton (Year 
8), McCarthy (Year 9), and Kenny (10, 
11, 12) were the victors at the other 
categories. The Athletics Carnival 
concluded the senior school House 
competition for 2018 and, at the last 
Headmaster’s Assembly for Term 3, the 
trophy for the Champion House, the Br 
PA Rahill Cup was presented to McCarthy 
who proved themselves the best house 
across Years 7 to 12.

Category Winners

Y7 Cusack

Y8 Purton

Y9 McCarthy

Y10–12 Kenny

Year Level Champions

Y3 A. Carbone Y4 T. Muller

Y5 T. Aughterson Y6 M. Redenbach

Y7 P. Moore Y8 W. Tanner

Y9 G. Catalano Y10 L. Webb

Y11 J. Lunn Y12 C. Smart

Senior School

1 McCarthy 2880

2 Kearney 2741

3 Purton 2714

4 Cusack 2712

5 Kenny 2498

6 Rahill 2477

Glendalough

1 Vaughan 1620

2 Ullathorne 1564

3 Polding 1517

4 Mannix 1454

Senior & Junior 
Athletics Carnival
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RICE Program
Every corner of Australia hosted intrepid 
groups of Waterford students during 
the highly anticipated RICE program 
in late July. One new program this year 
was the Lake Argyle expedition that 
saw the boys paddling Lake Argyle 
and then the Ord River. There were 11 
destinations: Ramangining in Arnhem 
Land, Hinchinbrook Island – paddling, 
East coast of Tasmania – tall ship, 

Flinders Ranges – cycling and hiking, 
Camel trekking to Lake Eyre, Mt Barney 
– Queensland, Whitsunday Islands – 
paddling, Wet Tropics – Cairns, Snowy 
Mountains, Larapinta Trail – West 
McDonnell Ranges NT. 

This minimum nine-day experience is 
designed to enhance student’s camping 
ability and teamwork, and connect them 

to the destination. Students prepared a 
portfolio focus question for some aspect 
of their destination and, after camp, they 
created a presentation which was delivered 
to their Tutor class. Two students per camp 
were Adventure Filmmakers and produced 
excellent movies of their adventures. 
Even now, the stories told from all camps 
continue to gather embellishment and 
legendary status.
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Productions
Chosen to align with the theme of St 
Kevin’s Centenary, the senior musical, 
Brigadoon, told the charming tale of a 
Scottish town that only comes to life every 
100 years.

Years 10–12 students from St Kevin’s and 
Loreto Toorak joined forces to perform 
the full-length Broadway musical, which 
featured a multitude of characters, 
beautiful songs and spectacular dancing. 

Orchestral accompaniment was of the 
highest standard, and both comedy and 
pathos were performed strongly by the 
dedicated cast.

Playing the lead pair of American 
travellers lost in the highlands, Tom 
Liszukiewicz brought out the romantic, 
sincere nature of Tommy while Charles 
McNamara contrasted this with the wise-
cracking,�cynical�Jeff.�Tom�sang�with�

warmth and power, and was wonderfully 
supported by Caitlin Chiam as local 
Scottish girl Fiona.

Adam Taylor demonstrated the smooth 
tone and high range of his tenor voice as 
he sang the role of Charlie, the wedding 
groom. Joshua Herington captured the 
surly mania of ill-fated youth Harry 
Ritchie.
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Guest stars in Brigadoon included Mr 
Luke Travers on bagpipes and College 
Deputy Captain Patrick Tellefson as Frank 
the New York barman. 

Year 8 boys worked with Year 8 girls from 
Korowa to present fairy tale comedy The 
Princess King. Bringing the magical story 
to life, the large cast played all manner 
of cleverly conceived roles, all of which 
were�performed�with�great�flair�and�gusto.

While Lucille’s Mother read her the 
bedtime story of The Princess King, the 
tale was performed on stage. The King 
wanted�to�find�a�husband�for�his�daughter,�
Princess Genevieve. Knowing she had the 
qualities to match any man, Genevieve 
disguised herself so as to enter the contest 
alongside the other princes.

Luke Lourey scored many laughs with his 
deadpan expression of Henry the Cook’s 
love for Princess Genevieve. Thomas 
Hall�performed�with�strong�confidence�
and presence as the Head Servant. 
Jake Vreudenburg created an amusing 
characterisation as hard-rocker Prince Air 
Guitar. Aidan Hawe brought an endearing 
angle to the ineptly villainous Thief, 
disguised�for�the�contest�as�Prince�Fluffy.
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It was a great night on September 8 when 
many in our community gathered for the 
10th Annual Zimele Dinner. There was 
much to look back upon and be thankful 
for, as Tom Purcell, the founder of Zimele 
reminded us. But most of all we were 
looking forward.

Zimele is a bridge we are building with 
Edmund Rice schools and ministries in 
East Africa. It has enabled us to bond 
with and help some of the poorest people 
imaginable. 

Zimele has changed the lives of needy 
people. It has also changed us, constantly 
calling us to remember that God’s family 
is the whole human race, not just one 
part of it. Angie Obutu, the director of 
Education for Life in Eldoret in Northern 
Kenya, spoke to us via the internet. 
Angie’s work among families ravaged 

with HIV/AIDS has been close to the heart 
of Zimele for almost a decade.

The following weekend, these issues were 
very much at the front of our minds again 
as such a large number took part in the 
Zimele 24-hour challenge. It is great to see 
the St Kevin’s community reaching out in 
this way.

Confirmation
Archbishop Peter A Comensoli had only 
been in his new job for three days when 
he came to St Ignatius Richmond on 
August 3 to preside at the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.

18 of our boys from Year 9, along with 
students from Trinity Primary School, 
received the sacrament which marks 

an important decision to commit to the 
Christian community which celebrates the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

The ceremony centred on the words of St 
Paul, "the Spirit comes to help us in our 
weakness" and the promise of Jesus, "the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you everything and 

remind you of all I have said to you."

Archbishop Comensoli made a point of 
thanking the families who had nurtured 
our young people and brought them 
to this moment. We, in turn, thank the 
Archbishop, Fr Huy and the parish of St 
Ignatius.

Zimele
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Bernard (Barney) Cornelius Cooney 
(SKC '52), was a senator in the Australian 
Parliament from 1985–2002 who was 
universally respected by all political 
parties, friend and foe alike.

Born on 11 July 1934, Barney spent his 
early childhood moving from Tasmania 
to the Victorian country towns of 
Gunbower�and�Yarck�and,�finally,�to�South�
Melbourne. It was from here that Barney 
attended St Kevin’s and, while at the 
College, he immersed himself in many 
facets of school life. He was a Prefect, 
President of Our Lady’s Sodality Society, 
a YCS leader and a CYMS debater. His 
name is on the Matriculation Prize List, 
for French, and he was elected Vice-
Captain of the First XVIII. 

He began his early career as a lawyer 
at Alexander Grant Dickson and King, 
working in personal injury and industrial 
law; he was admitted to the Victorian Bar 
in 1961. Barney was a member of the ALP 
Branch at St Kilda (also Secretary and 
President) and was elected to the Senate in 
December 1984. He brought to the Senate 
already more than 20 years’ experience of 
workers’ legal problems and believed if 
power corrupts, "lack of power corrodes 
absolutely." He said that, in Australia, 
those lacking power included Indigenous 
Australians, the unemployed, and non-

English speaking migrants, particularly 
women, and he fought hard for them. "The 
more�they�can�be�effectively�equipped�
with power, the more likely it is that their 
social distress will be abated and the 
community�as�a�whole�benefit,"�he�said.�
Barney will say today that his mother, 
his church and a wealth of experience in 
witnessing all walks of life in Australia 
first-hand�guided�his�work.�

Cooney made his career debating in the 
chamber and in committees. Committees, 
to him, were an essential part of the 
legislative arm of government and he 
felt�that�it�was�the�most�effective�means�
of reviewing legislation. He sat on six 
during�the�first�year�of�his�Senate�career�
and was a member of 25 parliamentary 
committees, seven of which he chaired. 
He was regarded as an outstanding chair 
of the Scrutiny of Bills Committee and 
the�committee’s�first�term�of�reference:�
"to guard against legislation which would 
trespass unduly on personal rights and 
liberties", was in precise accord with 
Cooney’s deepest instincts. Throughout 
his time in the Senate, Cooney was 
vigilant in defence of civil liberties, often 
going on record as a dissenting voice 
speaking out against bills that would 
"prejudice the quality of civil rights in 
Australia".

Cooney’s early rural life was an asset to 
the party as he showed his empathy for 
the Australians outside of major industrial 
cities, and was adept at receiving enquiries 
to do with social welfare, immigration 
and the defence forces during country 
visits. He was a patron of the Conciliation 
Assistants Representing Employees Group 
(CARE Group) and in 2005 was appointed 
chair of the advisory group to the Elder 

Abuse Prevention Project.

As he retired, in 2002, valedictories 
from all sides showed the great respect 
and�affection�felt�for�him.�Liberals�said�
"Barney sets a standard to which most 
of us seek to aspire, but rarely reach, 
in terms of his personal demeanour, his 
commitment and his values. He is always 
fighting�for�the�underdog."�Another�
colleague commented: "Everybody knows 
Senator Cooney because he is the most 
gracious man who greets every new 
member and makes them feel so much 
at home." Barney famously said that he 
would list all those he respected in the 
parliament and promptly tabled the phone 
directory of the entire Parliament. The 
Greens later characterised Cooney as "a 
pillar of humanitarianism in the Senate, 
in the Parliament, where politics is often 
cool and crude and distancing and cold. 
In fact, he’s a centre of warmth. Barney’s 
like a little radiator going down the cold 
corridors of power."

Barney now lives in an aged-care facility 
where�he�reflects,�not�on�his�political�
achievements,�but�on�the�affairs�of�the�
world, the people he has shared his life 
with, his family, and his wife. Barney 
visits�her�down�the�passageway,�with�staff�
helping to wheel him there a few times a 
day. He is quick to tell you how much he 
loves her and that they have been married 
for 56 years. Barney continues to happily 
discuss, at length, the issues of our time. 
He also happily reminisces on cherished 
peers from St Kevin’s and muses at their 
lives. Although he cites his upbringing and 
his church as the foundation by which he 
built his life, he states categorically that St 
Kevin’s and the Brothers gave him great 
opportunity and fundamental values.

Senator Barney Cooney
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OLD COLLEGIANS SYDNEY CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION

On Thursday 16 August over 40 Old Collegians gathered at the 
Royal Automobile Club of Australia in Sydney to celebrate the 
College’s Centenary. Headmaster, Mr Stephen Russell, Deputy 
Head, Ms Janet Canny, SKOCA President, Nick Di Pietrantonio 
(SKC�'92),�and�SKOCA�Executive�Officer,�Mr�Kevin�Culliver�
(SKC '78), attended with Kevinians from all over Sydney and 
NSW. It was a wonderful evening of renewing friendships and 
establishing new relationships across the years. Our senior Old 
Collegian present was Mr John Harkin (SKC '55). Others of 
more recent years discovered they worked in close proximity 
and others lived close to each other which augurs well for some 
further work and social networking for Kevinians.

OLD COLLEGIANS WA CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION

The Western Australian chapter of the Old Collegians gathered 
for a small but heartfelt celebration of the Centenary of the 
College on Friday 10 August.

Kevinians travelled from as far away as Bunbury, with some 
18 Old Collegians attending through the evening. Our elder 
Kevinians in the room were Peter Finlayson (SKC '51) and 
his brother John (SKC '53). Many thanks to Leo Crohan (SKC 
'77) for all the work in keeping the chapter well informed and 
convening the night.

SKCOB RUGBY

The 1998 rugby premiership team held a reunion on Saturday 
4 August to coincide with the College’s First XV playing their 
last home match for the season when they played the VSRU 
semi-final�against�Brighton�Grammar.�Nathan�Reilly�(SKC�'99)�
gathered 15 of the squad who formed a guard of honour as the 
team ran on. The reunion moved on to have a lunch at nearby 
Emporium where the stories no doubt became grander as the day 
went on.

AUSTRALIAN HONOURS

Peter Sallmann (SKC '66), a former commissioner with the Law 
Reform Commission of Victoria and former Crown Counsel for 
Victoria, was recognised as a Member of the Order of Australia 
(AM) for his service to the legal profession as a leader and 
advisor to professional judicial organisations, and as an educator.

Now a lecturer in law at Monash University, Mr Sallmann was 
the inaugural executive director of the Australasian Institute of 
Judicial Administration and has authored numerous publications 
on the justice system and legal profession.
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1978

Contact Anthony Byrnes with any contact 
updates. Swallows Hotel 192 Station 
St, Port Melbourne, Friday 12 October. 
7.30pm.

Contact Tony Byrnes  
antbyrne@ozemail.com.au

2008

A reunion is being organised by a 
subcommittee for later in the year; 
members welcome to assist. Updates on 
contact details also welcome. Contact 
Daniel McLennan  
mclennan.daniel835@gmail.com

2013

Thanks to all who came to the class of 
2013 reunion; a great time was had by all.

QUEENSLAND CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION REUNION

6pm, Friday 5 October

The Stock Exchange Hotel 
Rooftop Garden 

131 Edward Street, Brisbane

Drinks and Nibbles

RSVP and Information:  
www.trybooking.com/YEQN 

Bookings essential.

DOBSON, Alan Gerard (SKC '38) 
16/7/2018

LIDDELL, Anthony Richmond (SKC '85) 
8/6/2018

FARNAN, Anthony (Tony) John (SKC '46) 
6/8/2018

LYNCH, Maurice James (Hon OC) 
3/8/2018

BURGESS, Peter Francis (SKC '63) 
5/9/2018

ValeteEventsReunions

SKOB HOCKEY

Finishing�the�final�round�on�top�of�the�ladder�with�seven�wins�and�
one close loss makes SKOBHC Premiers for four out of the last 
five�seasons.�Scoring�50�goals�and�only�conceding�13�this�year�
shows just how good they are. Email leolambers95@gmail.com 
for enquiries.

BACK: JACKSON SMITH - CAPTAIN ('13), MAXWELL CHAPPELL ('13), 
MAT SMITH ('11), MATTEO MEIRELLES ('13), DANIEL MIONI ('11), 
TYLER PHELPS ('13) FRONT: LEO LAMBERS ('13), TIM BELZA ('12), 
WILL HEARTY ('13), MAX ARUNDEL ('13), BRADEN PITCHER ('13)

OLD BOYS TABLE TENNIS AT ST KEVIN’S

On the morning of Sunday 9 September 2018, a group of former 
St Kevin’s students met in the Nally Pavilion at the Tooronga 
Sports Fields for a catch-up and a hit of table tennis.

In what may have been the inaugural meeting of the St Kevin's 
Old Boys Table Tennis Club, the now young men appreciated the 
excellent table tennis facilities at Tooronga.

The morning session was coordinated by Wendell Zhang (SKC 
'15) who said that the group had plans for future meetings. If you 
are interested in renewing your friendships with your St Kevin’s 
colleagues as well as your interest in playing table tennis you can 
contact Wendell at wzhang@y7mail.com. 

FROM LEFT: KERRY HUANG ('16), WENDELL ZHANG ('15), MICHAEL 
ATHANASIADIS (YR 10), GILBERT BATTISTELLA ('17), AIDAN WONG 
('15).
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Albert Street Lectures 
and The Great Debate
St Kevin’s College celebrated oratory in 
Term 3. Over 600 guests attended The 
Great Debate on the topic “That we learn 
more outside of the classroom”, and a 
crowd�also�filled�the�Ruby�Tout�Theatre�
to listen to the well-respected Fr Tim 
Radcliffe,�the�former�worldwide�leader�of�
the Dominicans and a respected author.

Before The Great Debate, Headmaster, Mr 
Stephen Russell, astutely commented that 
through participation in debating “pupils 
can learn to respect free speech and 
understand, or at least tolerate, opinions 
they may abhor." 

On�the�affirmative�side,�we�heard�
from Deputy College Captain, Patrick 

Tellefson; President of the Senate, Scott 
Ryan (SKC '90); and digital producer for 
Working Dog Productions, Tim McDonald 
(SKC '11). Their worthy opponents were 
television personality and father of two 
Kevinians, Shaun Micallef; the 2017 
winner of the English Speaking Union’s 
International Public Speaking Award, 
Luke Macaronas (SKC '16); and CEO of 
Performance Leader and the author of the 
debating rule book used at state, national 
and international competitions, Ray 
D’Cruz (SKC '90). 

An intellectual tussle emerged, imbued 
with�good�humour�and�personal�reflection,�
and in the end, the negative team were 

voted victorious.

Also considering education, as well as 
the future of the Catholic Church more 
broadly,�Fr�Tim�Radcliffe�critiqued�
tradition and clericalism and then 
explained that the Catholic Church is 
welcoming all Catholics to have a voice 
at the historical Plenary Council of 2020. 
He explored the re-birth of the Catholic 
Church in times of crisis and encouraged 
us, as teachers, parents, and adults who 
are living, working and ministering in 
Catholic communities, to challenge young 
people to think deeply about their faith.

ST KEVIN’S COLLEGE20


