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Headmaster’s Message

OMNIA
PRO

DEO

Recently, I read that ‘thankfulness is a soil in which pride does not 
easily grow’. We at St Kevin’s have so much to be thankful for on a 
daily basis. Allow me to list but a few thoughts on gratitude.

I am thankful that so many boys enjoy coming to school each and 
every day. I give thanks that St Kevin’s has so many gifted teachers 
who see their teaching as a vocation rather than simply a job. I 
am thankful that our families support the values of the College 
even when it may mean challenging current societal norms. I give 
thanks for the students, parents and staff who have been part of 
our story, and upon whose sacrifices and efforts we grow daily as 
a community in 2015.

We must be sure that hubris does not emerge as a noxious 
weed that strangles our sense of thankfulness. We will not be 
inappropriately proud if we acknowledge that there remains 
much to learn about how we better relate to one another and 
acknowledge we must continue to examine how to better teach and 
coach, be father, mother and son or daughter. We must value the 
facilities and opportunities we enjoy at St Kevin’s and look to how 
we can share these gifts and give others increased opportunities 
and better facilities. SKC must seek to be a humble and value-
laden community. In the same essay as my first quotation was the 
statement that, ‘humility is freedom from the need to prove you 
are superior all the time, but egotism is a ravenous hunger in a 
small space, self-concerned, competitive and distinction-hungry’.

What are the values that every St Kevin’s student should know? 
In a Term Three Heyington Assembly, I challenged the boys to be 
conversant across three philosophical, indeed largely theological, 
statements.

They are:

Omnia Pro Deo 
Our Edmund Rice Touchstones 

St Kevin’s values learning, family and fullness of life

Our school moto, Omnia Pro Deo, calls us to be ever-conscious of 
the eternal and know, at a deep level, that all we do and all we are, 
is a celebration of God’s gifts.

The Touchstones of all Edmund Rice Schools and Learning Centres 
unites us with communities across Australia, indeed the world, 
who share these values inspired by the remarkable Waterford 
entrepreneur who gave much of his adult life and all his fortune 
in the service of others, Blessed Edmund Rice. The Touchstones 
placed along the corridors of our school, and hopefully in the hearts 
of our students, are: Liberating Education; Gospel Spirituality; 
Inclusive Community; Justice and Solidarity.

The St Kevin’s mantra that weaves its way through our College 
motto and the Touchstones, calls us to acknowledge the intrinsic 
value of Learning in promoting personal liberation and growth. It 
secondly calls on us to support a sense of Family in the way we set 
about creating a community that extends to all a strong sense of 
belonging. Our call to Fullness of Life recognises that the glory of 
God is a person fully alive. We want all our students to understand 
that the Gospel calls us to action and calls us to use all our gifts 
to the full.

The dark shadow of child abuse still casts a sorrowful pall across 
Australian society. We thought it important that the St Kevin’s 
community be very clear about where we stand and how we 
need to respond to this evil. On our website sit two important 
documents: Mandatory Report of Child Physical and Sexual 
Abuse (stkevins.vic.edu.au >Publications >Policies & Reports) and 
School Statement – Royal Commission – 13 July 2015.

Our College statement reads …  There has been continuing 
publicity surrounding the Australian Royal Commission into 
Institutional Sexual Abuse. 

St Kevin’s appreciates the suffering experienced by families 
and individuals who have borne the pain of sexual abuse in 
schools, churches and community groups, and how the publicity 
surrounding the Royal Commission is a reminder to those families, 
individuals and the broader community of the hurt suffered.

St Kevin’s would like you to be aware of the way the College 
would respond to any instance of sexual abuse and welcomes any 
member of the College community to make contact if they have 
been subjected to sexual abuse while at St Kevin’s, or involved in 
College-sponsored and run activities.

On receiving any such contact, we would respond in a pastoral 
way, offering respect, care and support. In instances that occurred 
prior to 2008, Oceania Province of the Christian Brothers are 
responsible for the support and advice to the person concerned. 
Contact should be made with the Executive Officer for Professional 
Standards, Mr Shane Wall (swall@edmundrice.org, 03 8359 0109) 
who will offer support, care and advice to the person who comes 
forward. Any cases of sexual abuse that occurred after 2008 
would be managed by St Kevin’s in conjunction with the College’s 
governing body, Edmund Rice Education Australia (EREA).

While we would always respect confidentiality and the courage 
of any person who comes forward, St Kevin’s would naturally 
also fulfil its Mandatory Reporting obligations, and co-operate 
fully with any police investigations and court proceedings. 
All community members should be aware and reassured that 
St Kevin’s has extremely clear and strongly-defined student 
protection measures in place, as well as rigorous standards in 
the selection, coaching, mentoring and management of all staff. 
As per the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) requirements, 
all staff undertake regular police checks. Non-teaching staff 
undertake Working With Children Checks as per the Department 
of Justice and Regulations legislation. Consequently, all staff 
maintain impeccable police check records. The College regularly 
reviews its training, policies and procedures to ensure it provides 
the very highest standards in student wellbeing and safety.

As a school in the Edmund Rice tradition, our responsibility is 
always for the care of our students and staff. St Kevin’s remains 
committed to ensuring it affords an open and friendly environment 
where students feel safe, happy and cared for. If you would like to 
discuss this issue further please do not hesitate to contact me or 
our Director of Students, Ms Janet Canny, through the College on 
9822 0911.

Allow me to come full circle in this article, by expressing my deep 
gratitude for the extra work shouldered by many who allowed me 
to take Enrichment Leave in Term Two. I learnt much about myself 
and about refugee and indigenous issues in my time at the Flexible 
Learning Centres. I was welcomed into centres in Melbourne, 
Alice Springs and Townsville. My education continued while 
visiting schools in England and France, and my spirit lifted in the 
day by day company of my wife, Kate, as we travelled. Particular 
thanks to the College Leadership Team during Term Two. Having 
returned to my desk some 12 weeks ago, the harsh beauty of 
Central Australia and gentle laneways of the Loire Vélo are rapidly 
becoming memories. Challenging and pleasant memories are often 
what sustains us!

Omnia Pro Deo



Early in September, the Glendalough community travelled to a 
tiny village in France to meet Belle and the Beast. A production 
of this magnitude, involving approximately 330 boys, has been a 
work in progress since auditions for roles were held at the end of 
Term One. The team behind this wonderful production of Beauty 
and the Beast Jr included a huge cast: all Glendalough students in 
Years 3 to 6, their homeroom teachers, the music and art staff, the 
costume team and backstage crew.

“To enter a theatre for a performance is to be inducted into a 
magical space, to be ushered into the sacred arena of the 
imagination.” So said the British actor and theatre director, Simon 
Callow. As we watched these young men meld into the characters 
and create the storyline of this year’s musical production, we came 
to understand Callow’s words more fully. 

Indeed, all of the Glendalough boys were true stars in this year’s 
production of Beauty and the Beast Jr. Each boy had committed 
to doing his part to ensure that the musical succeeded in creating a 
magical space to entertain the audience. The boys were magnificent 
with their commitment and persistence in learning lines and 
movements. We thank each boy for his patience and co-operation 
during rehearsals and costume fittings. We thank each boy for 
harnessing both his imagination and his common sense. We thank 
each boy for the camaraderie and encouragement he showed to 
his cast-mates.

Giving our boys the opportunity to work as a team and to shine 
as a cast was what this musical production was all about. Sincere 
thanks are extended to the staff and to the parent volunteers 
who have worked with the boys during this process, without 
whom, this event simply could not happen. In particular, the 
College acknowledges Mr David Campbell (Glendalough Music 
Teacher and Director of this production) and Mrs Ruth Friend 
(Glendalough Music Co-ordinator) for the passion, patience and 
guidance they brought to this endeavour. 

Held at the National Theatre in St Kilda, this performance was 
further enriched by the amazing sets and props designed and 
painstakingly created by Mr John Opie. These were the final pieces 
in the puzzle which enabled the boys to enjoy a truly real theatrical 
experience.

Much appreciation to Ms Karen Redenbach for her incredible 
effort in measuring, planning, acquiring, fitting and dressing each 
of the 330 boys performing on stage. The colour and vibrancy 
of these costumes empowered the boys to bring the characters to 
life. Whether dressed as a tea cup or a ‘silly girl’, these costumes 
gave the boys the confidence to walk on stage with enthusiasm and 
passion. Under her leadership, the team of parent helpers was an 
essential part of this production.

Of course, this experience would not be complete without Ms 
Gillian Mitchener and her team of parent and staff makeup 
experts. Be it Gaston with his hairy chest, the Beast both animal 
and human, or the wild and terrifying wolf pack, these artists 
brought these characters to life helping to ensure the success of 
this endeavour.

A magical space

Front Cover: Kyle Reynolds as Lu Miere in Beauty and the Beast Jr
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Personally, I believe I have one of the best 
jobs at St Kevin’s – and that’s not because 
I have never had to endure a Period 7 on a 
Friday! It is because I have the remarkable 
opportunity to see St Kevin’s boys in a 
different light. Adventure can teach us so 
much, whether it is about ourselves, others 
or the beautiful natural surrounds that 
are so often the backdrop of our Outdoor 
Education Programs. Often we find that 
lessons learnt on such trips are varied 
in nature. Some are large and obvious 
(“I have packed far too much!”), some 
are purely academic with a contextual 
understanding of a natural environment 
but often, and perhaps most significantly, 
the changes students have post-Outdoor 
Education experiences are subtle. For 
a teacher this subtle change could be a 
boy finally looking you in the eye when 
you are engaging with him; for a parent 
it could be a greater confidence when re-
telling stories of the adventures they have 

had;  and for a student it could be a simple 
connection with someone you wouldn’t 
usually interact with. All are valid, and 
are the reasons why we strive to develop 
rich and meaningful outdoor adventurous 
experiences for all. 

The Year 9 RICE experience is certainly 
a program with reputation. You merely 
have to mention ‘RICE’ to some of 
our older year levels and they recount 
hilarious stories of their RICE experiences 
which will be with them forever. The 
program was designed to make learning 
– contextual. When learning about early 
Australian convict history – why not sail 
aboard a wooden tall ship, as the convicts 
did, to Port Arthur in Southern Tasmania? 
When learning about indigenous issues 
and culture in Northern Australia – 
why not head to a remote indigenous 
community in Arnhem Land and spend 
time with the local indigenous people? 

The RICE program in 2015 saw 250 
boys spread right across Australia to 10 
different areas of outstanding natural 
beauty. When I say ‘spread right across 
Australia’, I mean it in the literal sense. 
The salty sailing boys reached the most 
southerly point of Australia (with weather 
to match!). 

The RICE program isn’t about simply 
parachuting boys into areas, having a 
great trip and then leaving. The idea is 
that a boy will fully engage with an area 
before, during and after the experience. 
This was most certainly evident during 
the RICE presentation evening where boys 
were tasked to present their individual 
expeditions to excited parents and staff. 
The presentations are available to view 
at our Youtube channel – ‘St Kevins 
Adventure’.

Mr David Howard 
Head of Outdoor Education 



Dreams and spells

Term Three brought the annual Years 10-12 Musical, and it was a 
choice that fitted beautifully into the culture of the school. 
Composer Stephen Schwartz wrote new arrangements for his 
1970’s musical Godspell in 2012, giving the score a fresh, modern 
feel. A tight ensemble cast performed with great energy to bring 
the show to life, creating an accessible and engaging production. 
Audiences enjoyed the hit songs “Day by Day,” “Prepare Ye” and 
many others.
Luke Macaronas gave a charismatic performance as Jesus, keeping 
a natural, unforced feel to the comical aspects of the script. Mark 
Cluning took to the stage with bold confidence as Judas. Luke and 
Mark’s rendition of “All for the Best” was a lively highlight of Act 
One. Likewise, Robert Roscioli led upbeat company number “We 
Beseech Thee” with flair in Act Two.

Shakespeare’s magical comedy A Midsummer Night’s Dream was 
given a charming production at Vaucluse Hall, Waterford. Year 
9 boys joined with Year 9 girls from Genazzano to portray the 
colourful collection of spirits, actors and royals. The inclusion 
of a pair of travel guides provided helpful narration, and the 
presentation was enhanced with some lively pop music and 
choreography. 
Benjamin Beagley and Simon Cosgrave performed with plenty of 
confidence and presence as lovers competing for the fair Hermia. 
The well-meaning actors troupe, The Mechanicals, was led by 
Finn Haughey, who was in very strong voice as Peter Quince. 
Charles McNamara gave a spirited, funny performance as the 
enthusiastic actor, Bottom, who throws himself so fully into the 
role of the lover, Pyramus, that he doesn’t even realise when his 
head is transformed into that of a donkey. 



Scientific wonders of the world

The Science Week program started with 
the Year 7s heading off to the Planetarium 
to learn all about black holes. Many boys 
participated in “Cracking Chemistry” 
with Mr Jason Wallace, witnessing 
spectacular effects celebrating the theme of 
“The Science of Light”.

Year 10 boys had the opportunity of being 
involved with two team-based engineering 
projects. The first was a tower–building 
challenge run by Mr Rob Bell involving 
string and spaghetti noodles. The second 
was a two hour incursion conducted by 
Monash University ‘Engineers without 
Borders’. During this workshop, the boys 
learned how to build a floating school 
house and later, a working prosthetic 
limb. It was hilarious and exciting 
witnessing the teams testing their designs! 
Year 6 boys from Glendalough explored 
the amazing properties of solid carbon 
dioxide, building erupting volcanoes and 
exploding cans. 

A new event this year was Quadcopter 
Drone Racing in the Wilding Centre. The 
Monash University UAS team also came 
to compete and inform the boys about the 
electronic engineering involved in building 
autonomous flying drones. Raymond 
the Reptile Guy thrilled hundreds of 
boys and staff with his very hands-on 
snake handling experiences. Even the 
Headmaster was encouraged to put a 
live python around his neck. He declined 
politely. 

Other events included a psychology 
perception workshop, a surgery 
simulation, bottle rocket-car and egg-
drop challenges, science films and a 
wonderful physics talk from Swinburne 
University Professor, James Hicks, who 
has recently returned to Australia after 
working 15 years at the American Ignition 
Facility where scientists and engineers are 
attempting to create nuclear fusion as a 
viable energy source by building stars on 
earth using the world’s most powerful 
lasers! His talk was both clear and 
captivating for the boys. 

It was wonderful seeing so many boys and 
staff engaged in the biological, chemical 
and physical wonders of the world around 
them.



 Making Great Music Together

Generations In Jazz 
The annual pilgrimage to Mount Gambier was made by all four of 
the College Big Bands for the Generations In Jazz Festival. More 
than 3600 students from almost every state in the country gathered 
together to compete in various band, vocal and solo divisions and 
to be inspired by some of the world’s finest musicians at the evening 
concerts. The feature artists this year were ‘James Morrison and 
the Hot Horn Happening’ and a capella vocal ensemble ‘Take 6’, 
who had the audience up on their seats within a matter of seconds 
after taking the stage. 

The St Kevin’s Big Bands competed in various divisions of the 
National Stage Band Awards with Big Band 1 achieving their 
highest placing in all of the years St Kevin’s ensembles have been 
attending the festival. Congratulations to Mr Andrew Werner for 
his fine direction of Big Band 1. It was particularly exciting for 
Samuel Beagley and William Cornish who were selected by the 
adjudicators to be members of the Super Bands - a selection of the 
stand-out musicians in each division. 

Deakin Edge Concert
Every two years, our senior ensembles look forward to the 
opportunity to participate in a special Autumn concert. This year, 
they ventured into the visually stunning performance space at 
Federation Square, known as “Deakin Edge”.

The Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Strings, Senior Concert Band, 
Big Band 1, Senior Choir and Senior Vocal Ensemble presented 
an 80 minute program that entertained the audience with a wide 
range of styles as diverse as Baroque to Broadway.

Congratulations to the participating boys and ensemble directors 
for their excellent work in preparing for and presenting this year’s 
Autumn Concert. Thank you also to the many parents and friends 
who came along to support us.

Making Great Music Together
This year, senior ensembles from St Kevin’s have combined with 
other schools on three occasions to make music together. Each 
encounter has served as a powerful message to our boys about the 
value of music as a universal form of communication, as well as a 
significant collaboration that can be undertaken by young people.

The Senior Concert Band played host to the Senior Band from 
Loreto Mandeville Hall in the magnificent facilities of the 
McMahon Music Centre. In just over 100 minutes, both bands 
combined to work on Williams’ Dedicatory Overture, Standridge’s 
When the Spring Rain Begins to Fall and Barber’s Sure on this 
Shining Night.

The Symphony Orchestra hosted a workshop with the orchestra 
from Brighton Grammar School in Smith Hall, facilitated by ex-
SKC staff member, Mr Jamie Ransome. The boys from both schools 
were fortunate to work with guest conductor, Mr Patrick Miller, 
who has conducted professional orchestras around Australia and 
is currently based at St Michael’s Grammar. Mr Miller put the boys 
through two challenging pieces of repertoire - the first movements 
of Beethoven’s Eroica symphony and Dvorak’s Symphony No.8.

The Senior Concert Band combined with the band from Brighton 
Grammar School, once again in the Studio of the McMahon Music 
Centre. Just under eighty boys worked with guest conductor, Dr 
Steven Davis, from the University of Missouri/Kansas City on 
three pieces - Air for Band by Erickson, Tower of Power Greatest 
Hits and Satchmo!, a medley of Louis Armstrong favourites. The 
workshop concluded with the boys having the opportunity to 
question Dr Davis on his international musical career.



 Making Great Music Together

Still More Music Making ...
Our finest chamber musicians undertook a workshop with the 
acclaimed Classicus Trio from Russia, who were in Melbourne for 
the International Chamber Music Competition.  While some of 
the senior music students were given the opportunity to attend 
an open rehearsal of the Melbourne Symphony – a wonderful 
experience for the boys. Vocalists and choristers shone at the 
Choral and Vocal Concert in Boyd Egan Hall, followed a week 
later by the Strings Night and Concert Bands Showcase. 

Boys in our youngest ensembles, the Junior Concert Band and 
Junior Strings, participated in a workshop early in the term, 
offering section rehearsals and musicianship sessions, on top of 
their normal ensemble rehearsals. The day concluded with brief 
performances for proud parents.

Four Concert bands and all four Big Bands participated in the 
Victorian School Music Festival, allowing the musicians the 
opportunity to hear ensembles of a similar standard from other 
schools and receive valuable adjudicator feedback.

Our finest solo musicians prepared for the Solo Competition 
Finals, while Years 11 and 12 soloists had the unforgettable 
experience of each performing a concerto movement with 
orchestra accompaniment at the Concerto Soloists Concert in the 
superb acoustics of Newman College Chapel.



Many thanks for your generosity

ladies and a couple of brave gents 
gathered as a community for a luncheon 
full of lively chatter and entertainment.  

A three piece band entertained as ladies 
enjoyed canapés and champagne. A 
delicious meal was served as the silent 
auction and “Fashions on the Field” were 
going on. The photo booth captured fond 
memories of a day full of spirit.

It was a wonderful opportunity for many 
to catch up over lunch with old and new 
friends, and successful bidders went away 
feeling like winners.  

An event like this does not happen 
without the tremendous support of the 
College community.  Many thanks to the 
committee, sponsors and the generous 
donations from the parent community. 

An Evening of Elegance! 
Well done to the Combined Associations 
for presenting a fabulous “Evening 
of Elegance!” The GMA, Fathers’ 
Association, along with the Senior 
Mothers’ Association, hit the mark by 
presenting an evening to be remembered. 
The “Evening of Elegance” was held in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Park Hyatt. 
St Kevin’s parents entered the stunning 
marbled Foyer via the ever impressive 
Grand Staircase and enjoyed an 
abundance of delectable hors d’oeuvres 
and exquisite silver tray service of 
beverages.  

It was delightful to see parent 
representation across all year levels 
from Preparatory through to Year 12! 
The mixing and mingling was truly 
wonderful, while the never-ending array 
of sumptuous servings accompanied 
by the DJ playing an extensive array of 
tunes, kept us all on our toes! Always a 
great sign to see a full dance floor!

The raffle prizes were well received. 
Many thanks to the Three Chefs who 
will be creating a culinary delight for 
the lucky winner for a party of ten – 
kindly donated by Chefs Brad French, 
Eddie Dumaresq and Evan Raptis! The 
beautiful Aboriginal Artwork donated 
by Original & Authentic Aboriginal Art 
(the Hesseen Family). The Park Hyatt, for 
their lovely night’s room accommodation 
and breakfast, and, finally the prepaid 
Visa Cards, kindly donated by both the 
GMA and SMA!

It was an amazing effort across the three 
parental Associations. Many thanks to all 
of you for your wonderful patronage.

Mrs Molly Birch, SMA President on the 
behalf of Mrs Claire Whitbread, GMA 
President and Mr Evan Raptis, Fathers’ 
Association President

When St Kevin’s talks of ‘learning, 
family and fullness of life’, we genuinely 
mean it. Our community is one made 
up of hundreds of families, and their 
participation in, contribution to and 
support of the College is something to be 
admired. Whether it be House Eucharists, 
Cricket luncheons during the summer 
season, Father-Son camps, the Annual 
Art Show, or assisting behind the scenes 
at Beauty and the Beast Jr, the parents of 
St Kevin’s students are quick to volunteer, 
generous in their response and always 
present in large numbers. 

The end of the Winter Sports season saw 
Smith Hall filled to capacity on a number 
of evenings as Football, Soccer, Hockey, 
Basketball and Rugby conducted their 
end of season Awards Nights. But the 
generosity of our parents is sometimes 
seen in the participation of the individual, 
such as Mr Shaun Micallef, who is one 
of a number of present and past parents 
who has been part of the Year 12 Guest 
Speaker program. 

Some of the more recent parent activities 
include the following:

Spring Prelude Ladies 
Luncheon
The Glendalough Mothers’ Association 
hosted the biennial “Spring Prelude Ladies 
Luncheon” at Leonda by the Yarra.

Spring was in the air as 300 well-dressed 



Peter William Macdonald knew from 
an early age that there would be two 
certainties in his life. Firstly, that he 
would barrack for South Melbourne in 
the AFL (now the Sydney Swans) and  
second that his secondary education 
would be at St Kevin’s College. Two 
of his uncles had attended St Kevin’s 
in the 1920s. John Parker was Dux of 
the School in 1925 and was actively 
involved with the school during his 
working life, including Presidency of 
the Old Collegians’ Association in 
1964/65. Tom McMahon captained 
the First XVIII in 1926 and 1927. 

He played football for South Melbourne while still at school and 
went on to become President of the South Melbourne Past Players 
Association. St Kevin’s was in Peter’s blood from an early age.

Peter’s father was Brigadier Don Macdonald of the Survey Corps 
and when he had been Articled at Little and Brosnan, Melbourne’s 
revered survey firm run by the notable members of the Catholic 
fraternity, he worked alongside many St Kevin’s boys. In a 
progression of life, Peter commenced at St Kevin’s in Grade 6 in 
1954 at Orrong Road and went through to Matriculation in 1961 
at Heyington. He immersed himself in school life, and in the 1961 
School Annual he is described as an ‘enthusiastic and successful 
sportsman, captaining Purton House and being a member of 
the First XVIII, the Swimming and Athletic teams’. He was also 
President of the YCS and an Under Officer in the Cadet Corps.

Peter recalls that two major events took place at St Kevin’s during 
this time. In 1957, St Kevin’s became a member of the Associated 
Public Schools. ‘Suddenly we were playing sport against schools 
such as Scotch College, Melbourne Grammar and Xavier College, 
rather than CBC St Kilda, St Bernard’s College and Parade College, 
and with our total enrolment at around 450, we were greatly 
outnumbered and so victories were few and far between. St Kevin’s 
recent successes on the sporting fields give great satisfaction to 
many past students!’ The other event was the move of the Senior 
School to Heyington in 1960. He remembers it as being still very 
much a building site, with just the current Kearney Building and the 
Brothers’ living quarters (now the Cummins Building) completed - 
a far cry from today’s Senior campus.

After leaving school, Peter played for the Old Boys’ Football Club 
for three years and also served on the Old Collegians’ Committee. 
In 1965, he moved to Canberra for ten years, working at the ANU’s 
John Curtin School of Medical Research, including three years at 
the MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology in Cambridge, finally 
returning to Melbourne in 1975, working in the Department of 
Genetics at Melbourne University.

It was not until 1980, and by then married to Lynne and with two 
young children, that his involvement with St Kevin’s recommenced. 
He became the boundary umpire for the SKOBFC senior football 
team for six years. It has been said that Peter sometimes became 
‘more involved’ in the game than was expected of a boundary 
umpire, leading to an appearance before the Amateur Tribunal! 
The current vernacular is that he was a ‘passionate supporter’.

In 1994, he joined a subcommittee of the SKOBFC to help in 
organising the 50th Anniversary of the Club. By this time, his 
son, William, had commenced at St Kevin’s. Peter was appointed 
Secretary of the Football Club from 1996 to 2002, which was a 
very exciting time as the Club, after entering the Victorian Amateur 
Football Association in 1947, gained promotion to A-Grade and 
went on to play in a A-Grade Grand Final in 2000. In 1997, Peter 
joined the SKOCA committee and served as the Executive Officer 
from 2000-2004 and then as President from 2012-2014. He is 
currently the Immediate Past President of the Association.

He has also been a member of staff on two other separate 
occasions – as Assistant Bursar for eight weeks in 2010 and as 
Acting Facilities and Operations Manager for 18 weeks in 2014.

Speaking of his involvement with St Kevin’s, first as a student, 
then as a parent and finally as a staff member, Peter said, ‘Looking 
back, my time as a student and a parent was very much centered 
around an expectation that the school would provide everything 
that was required, without any thought to what that entailed. It 
was only after I became a member of staff that I became aware of 
the time, the commitment and the dedication from all the staff that 
guaranteed all boys received the best education possible and how 
this has led to St Kevin’s becoming a truly great school’.

Now retired, Peter continues to serve on the SKOCA committee 
and is the Registration Secretary for the SKOBFC. He does 
volunteer work for St Mary’s House of Welcome and is a member 
of the Parkville Conference of the St Vincent de Paul Society. He 
and his wife, Lynne, now have grandchildren to look after and, 
when time allows, he still keeps fit with bike riding. In June this 
year, now aged 72, he and 17 others completed a ride from Land’s 
End at the south-western tip of England to John O’Groats, the 
northernmost tip on the Scottish mainland, a distance of 1650 
kilometres over 14 days, raising $130,000 for Ovarian Cancer. 
There is talk of doing a similar ride next year, this time in France, 
from Normandy down to Nice. Peters admits to thinking about it 
‘but only if I’m still alive!’.

Peter believes in the adage that St Kevin’s is a school that values 
‘learning, family and fullness of life’. He has lived all his life as a 
Kevinian and we are all most proud of that very fact.

Peter Macdonald his wife (Lynne) and grandchildren

Peter William Macdonald - Always a Kevinian
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1965 Reunion 

RACV Club

501 Bourke St  Melbourne 3000

Friday 9 October 2015

Contact: Brian McGuinness  - 
mcguinnessfamily@hotmail.com 

Class of 1975 40th Reunion

Elgin Inn

75 Burwood Road

Hawthorn

Friday 27 November 2015 at 6.30pm 

Please save the date and make an effort to 
come along! The date coincides with end 

of exams in 1975.

Organizing committee welcomes new 
members to join Rod Carne, Sandy Lodge, 
Andrew Tsindos, Stephen Prior, Eric Noel 

and James Breheny

Contact: sandyl@asltennis.com

1995 Reunion

Thursday 1 October

Andrew McGuinness is keen to hear from 
all 1995 Kevinians – please contact him 

via email  
Andrew.McGuinness@nab.com.au

2000 Reunion

David Mokohon is keen to hear 
from fellow 2000 Kevinians to 

arrange a 15 Year Reunion – contact 
david.n.mokohon@nab.com.au

2010 Reunion

Monday 26 October

(this is a new postponed date)

Smith Hall Foyer 

6pm – 8pm

Latest sightings

Our spies tell us that members of the 
Bongiorno family, Tony (‘62) and Joe 
(‘58), have been featured in a recently 
published book Who brought the Luck 
to the Lucky Country? – a wonderful set 
of tales of great migrant families running 
businesses. Their business was one of 
the first Financial Planning businesses in 
Australia starting 51 years ago.

Joe Santamaria (‘40) is still writing, having 
just published Who is Gloria Stanton? 
Confronting issues relevant to Western 
society, it consists of a fictional piece and 
some essays.

Feliks Zemdegs (‘13) has taken the Rubik’s 
Cube World Title for the second time in 
a row at the 2015 World Championships 
which reunited the world’s meanest 
“speedcubers” in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

The 19-year-old completed the traditional 
3x3x3 Rubik’s Cube in a staggering 
average of 7.56 seconds, with a best score 
of 5.695 seconds, narrowly missing the 
world record of 5.25 seconds held by 
American Collin Burns.

Peter Hopkins (‘90) heads up the AIG 
Australasia corporate legal team consisting 
of eight members. Peter’s team also 
leads the firm’s Asia-Pacific pro bono 
practice and is working with DLA Piper 
and Thompson Reuters Foundation on 
a global research program to support 
victims of human trafficking to assess 
compensation.

Congratulations Peter Perillo (‘79) who 
umpires with the Sale Umpires Association 
in the North Gippsland Football Netball 
League.  In their final round of the 
home-and-away season, he reached the 
staggering record of 700 games. 

Zachary Grabovic (‘13) was awarded 
a tennis scholarship at Ferris State 
University Michigan, USA. Zachary 
completed his first year in May of this 
year with a 4.0 GPA. He was added to 
the Dean’s List for both the Fall and the 
Spring semester, and received an invitation 
to join the National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars (an Honour Society). Zachary 
made the university tennis team as the 
number 5 player in both singles and 
doubles and was the only freshman to do 
so. 

SKOCA Dates 2015

26 October – Class of 2010 Reunion – 
6pm Smith Hall Foyer 

4 November – SKOCA Eucharist for 
Deceased Old Collegians – 7.30pm Chapel

The whole community of Old Collegians 
are invited to this special evening. Please 
remember to inform the office of the 
passing of any Kevinian so we can record 
it for the Remembrance Eucharist

11 November - SKOCA AGM – 6.30pm 
Brandon Room – all Kevinians welcome

13 Nov – APS Past Students Golf at Royal 
Melbourne

27 November – Reunion Class of 1975

SKOC Cricket Club 

Pre-season is well underway and all at the 
club are keen to go one better than last 
year’s semi-final loss. Coach Rick Cullinan 
has a very specific vision and judging on 
last season the players have all fallen in 
behind him. It promises to be an exciting 
season, with nearly 100% retention of 
players from last season, and a few very 
notable recruits coming on board. 

The club congratulates club legend 
Andrew Fernon (‘99), and his wife 
Simone, on the recent birth of Max, their 
first son. He is already a SKOB member 
and has been put down on the father-son 
rule – we are pretty certain we have a 
third generation SKOB life member on our 
hands.

For any Club enquiries please direct 
them to either James Aanensen (‘99) 
jaanensen@prx.com.au  or Jack Mullen 
(‘05) mull123@hotmail.com 

9th Annual Western District Lunch

An enjoyable luncheon was held on 
Saturday 25 July at Quoin Hill Vineyard 
& Café Waubra. There were many in 
attendance including Paul Bennett (‘65),  
Steve Coleman (‘73), Ron Courtney (‘55), 
Colin Douglas(‘52), Bill Hitchins (‘62), 
Julian Hunt (‘65), Peter Jackman (‘61), 
Dave Murphy(‘56), Kevin O’Connor 
(‘62), Ted Phillips (‘89), Laurie Rose (‘68), 
Bro Dermot Shortill (‘43). Fr Tom Brophy 
and many wives were also able to join the 
Kevinians for the lunch. Many thanks to 
Peter Jackman who organised the event.



Archives

Recently 
we were 
very 
pleased 
to receive 
the 1958 
blazer 
of Brian 
Hagarty 
(‘59) 
and we 
thank him very 
much for his 
donation. Brian was 
College Captain, 
and Captain of 
Football, the winner 
of the Alan Shelton 
Award and many 
others. This blazer 
is in immaculate 
condition, and 
besides depicting so many high awards, is 
a rare example of the green blazer with the 
striped piping. This blazer was only used 
from 1956 to 1959, a mere four years.

We also received recently a medal from the 
family of John Fitzgerald (‘29) that was 
the Best & Fairest Award in the 1938 First 
XVIII match with St Patrick’s Ballarat 
originally won by an R. Ferguson of St 
Kevin’s CBC.

If anyone has any item connected to St 
Kevin’s history we would very much enjoy 
viewing it or possibly accepting it as a 
donation to archives.

Generations

The heritage of our College is a vital 
aspect of the years leading to the 
centenary and beyond. Much of that 
heritage is held within the people of a 
community themselves. The families 
with links to the College dating back 
generations are very important to us. With 
that in mind, the Headmaster will host a 
function in November honouring those 
families and we would like to know of you 
and your families. If you have connections 
with the College dating back three and 
more generations, please contact us.  This 
may be a current student (1) – father or 
uncle (2) – grandfather great uncle (3). 

old-collegians@stkevins.vic.edu.au 

It may be a generation was skipped so 
its current student (1) – grandfather (2) 
– great grandfather.  Whatever the links 
of three generations, we would like to 
hear from you about Kevinians who span 
several generations.

Please contact Kevin Culliver.

2015 APS Past Students’ Golf Day

St Kevin’s College invites all Old 
Collegians to participate in the 2015 
APS Past Students’ Golf Day. We have a 
wonderful history of participation in this 
day, which sees 300 past students from 
11 APS schools meet for a day of Golf at 
Royal Melbourne Golf Club.

Friday, 13 November 2015

Royal Melbourne Golf Club

Cheltenham Road, Black Rock

Registration:  7.30am for morning tee off 
or 12.30pm for afternoon tee off

Shot Gun starts at 8.00am and 1.00pm

Further details on the event, including the 
program can be found by visiting  
www.apsgolf.org.au/#2015

The entrance fee is $140 per morning or 
afternoon player and includes all events, 
green fees and lunch. A light lunch will be 
provided in the clubhouse from 11.00am 
to 2.30pm and a presentation of trophies 
will be held in the clubhouse after the PM 
round. RMGC Members are eligible for a 
reimbursement of the Green Fee element 
of the Entry Fee. 

1995 First XV - 20th Anniversary

Jeff Garvey convened a 20th anniversary 
celebration of the 1995 Rugby 
Premiership recently. Most members 
arrived except for the interstate and 
international fellows, and all had a great 
time exaggerating all the winning stories.

Back: Hugh McFadden (‘95), Shane Conway 
(‘95) (partly obscured), Andrew Gunnis (‘79 
Coach), Dan McNamara (‘96), Simon Pieterse, 
(‘96) James Latu (‘96), Adam Watson (‘96)

Front: Nick Sier (‘96), Br Bill Wilding, James 
Sherry (‘95), Br Don Murray (St Kevin’s 
College NZ), Andrew Finney (‘96), Dion 
LeGrove (‘96), Jeff Garvey (‘95) 

Top Row - Patrick Aughton (‘01), Tim Trewin ‘(03), Anthony White (‘04), Rhys Arnott (‘03), Ben 
Dowd (‘03), James Pope(‘03), James Marchesani (‘04), Matthew Stribley (‘03), Jayden Zernich (‘03) 
Bottom Row - Tim Dowd (‘00,) Dom Gibbs (‘03), John Liston (‘03), Patrick Dowd (‘06), James 
O’Rourke (‘03), Daniel Mount (‘03)

Irish Wedding Bells

The wedding of Benjamin Dowd (‘03) 
and Jill Soraghan took place in July at 
Marlfield House, Gorey, County Wexford 
in Ireland. A large number of Old 
Collegians from 2001-2006  (pictured 
below) travelled to the Emerald Isle to 
celebrate with Ben and Jill. 



Careers Expo 2015

Iwata visits St Kevin’sMind games

Can you imagine KC Smith Hall transformed into a space for researching post school 
options including tertiary study at university, TAFE or private providers, the Defence 
Force, GAP Years, interstate and overseas study? 

This was a reality for 500 to 600 parents and Years 10 - 12 students who attended 
the Careers Expo in late July. The St Kevin’s community was treated to a selection of 
24 stalls attended by experts from institutions such as the Universities of Melbourne, 
Monash, La Trobe, RMIT, Swinburne, ACU, Victoria, Deakin, ANU and Bond, the 
TAFE Institutes of Box Hill, Holmesglen and Melbourne Polytechnic, private providers 
such as JMC Academy and the ICHM plus a variety of GAP Year program offerings. 
The institution representatives were generous with their information and resources, 
and for those students interested in the Defence Force, a fabulous information session 
was held in the Careers Department. Students left the Expo laden with tertiary course 
guides, registration fliers, posters and information sheets about a variety of programs.  

The Careers Department is proud to provide a Careers Evening each year to expand 
student perspectives and promote the acquisition of accurate knowledge prior to 
consideration of VCE subject selection and post-school options. Informed decision 
making with regard to VCE subject selection ensures as many relevant tertiary 
options as possible are available upon graduation from the College. Knowledge of 
programs run by a variety of institutions allows due consideration to be given to the 
most appropriate pathway immediately following Year 12. The infectious enthusiasm 
displayed by parents was transferred to students who, in turn, embraced the 
opportunity to ask questions and learn as much as possible from attending the Careers 
Expo. With an air of anticipation and excitement which comes from knowledge and 
research, it was clear that conversations between students and parents about subjects 
and pathway options would continue well into the future. 

Nine Japanese students and an 
accompanying teacher from Iwata, a 
city in Japan, visited St Kevin’s College 
in August. Their short but activity-
packed week at the College gave them 
numerous learning opportunities. They 
visited Japanese classes at all year levels 
and assisted SKC students with their 
oral skills. The Iwata students also 
conducted PowerPoint presentations 
about Japanese culture in English to 
our Years 8 and 11 students. They 
attended a PE class to play basketball, 

and learned how to construct and launch 
a water rocket in Science class. As well, 
they enjoyed excursions to Healesville 
Sanctuary and Melbourne CBD where 
they learned about Australian flora, fauna 
and shopping in style! 

The Iwata students were looked after 
with great care and generous hospitality 
by their host families who opened up their 
homes during their stay. The Japanese 
Language Department thanks everyone 
who made the Japanese students feel 
welcome.

Fourteen students from Years 7 and 8 
competed in the Tournament Of Minds 
Competition this year. This is an Australia-
wide event which concentrates on Problem 
Solving where students are required to 
solve demanding, open-ended challenges 
by writing, directing and presenting their 
solutions as a performance. 

Both teams achieved a highly creditable 
level of performance; however, Team 1 
comprised of Jarrod Nolan, Alexandras 
Bartaska, Jordan Thein, Hamish Dunn, 
Andrew Pagliaro, Ryan Phillips and Daniel 
Pollock won their way through to the 
State Finals and took out equal second 
placing.

Congratulations to all boys and to Mr Ian 
Bull, the Tournament Director.

 



Welcome to our school

Christian living adventures

EREA Basketball

During the July holidays, two teams 
travelled to Brisbane to compete in the 
fourth EREA Basketball Tournament, 
hosted by St Laurence’s College as part 
of their Centenary celebrations. 

Each team played four pool games over 
the next two days, with the senior team 
running into the tournament’s two 
strongest teams first up for two close 
losses. A last-second 3-pointer from 
Anthony McKimm gained a draw with 
cross-town rivals, Parade, and from 
there the team grew in confidence to 
finish with two strong wins and fifth 
place in the play-offs. Lachlan Youden 
and Adam Bartlett scored strongly and 
Akok Kuany battled manfully on the 
boards all week.

The Junior team swept all before them in 
a commanding, undefeated performance. 
All team members contributed superbly 
to the team’s cohesion, with starring 
performances from Daniel Owies 
and Ben Byrnes at guard and Angus 
Edmonds in the centre. Will Vanderslik 
capped a player of the tournament week 
with an outstanding 35 points in the 
final to lead St Kevin’s to victory against 
St Patrick’s, Shorncliff.

One of the great events on the spiritual calendar at St Kevin’s is the annual Year 11 
Retreat, known affectionately as the Christian Living Camp. 

In the middle of August, about 450 students and 50 teachers head off to eight separate 
venues for three days of prayer and reflection. The focus of the retreat is on developing 
adult relationships and this means making decisions about the way we relate to our 
family, ourselves, members of the other gender and most of all the way we relate to 
God. They are wonderful days and a privilege to share with our young people, the 
overwhelming majority of whom welcome the experience with openness and generous 
hearts. Staff and students all speak about how retreats such as this enlarge both their 
faith and their sense of life’s possibilities. 

St Kevin’s is grateful to Loreto Mandeville Hall, Korowa and Sacre Coeur for sharing 
this adventure with us.

In late July, St Kevin’s College Junior School welcomed more than sixty groups of visitors 
to the Glendalough campus. The Open Morning invited the wider community to view 
the facilities, meet with the students and observe many learning opportunities in action. 
Thirty well-prepared senior students conducted tours across the Glendalough campus and 
guests were invited to visit a variety of Preparatory to Year 6 homerooms and specialist 
classes during their normal morning programs and routines. Student Leaders guided 
families through the Victor McMahon Music Centre to watch a choir performance, and 
visited different specialist classes including Music and Spanish.

Tour guides spoke about their experiences at Glendalough. They shared their knowledge 
of the different programs that St Kevin’s College offers, including APS sport competition, 
Social and Emotional Learning, Mindfulness and the exciting Junior School Musical - 
Beauty and the Beast Jr.  

The Glendalough Open Morning was a great success, with all students throughout the 
school representing the College with confidence and pride.



Winter Sport

The 2015 APS Winter Sports season concluded with St Kevin’s 
again being a strong performer in each sport.

The First XVIII Football team finished in second spot to Brighton 
Grammar with a 7-3 record for the APS season. This included 
a thirty-nine point win over Xavier College at Heyington. This 
extended our winning streak over our Catholic rivals to six. 
Lachlan Sullivan won the Laurie Kerr Trophy for the Best and 
Fairest player of the Firsts.

The Cross Country team finished in equal second place with a 
strong showing in the concluding three APS competitions. Riley 
Bolton of Year 11 was declared the Champion Runner of the 
season with an impressive and consistent series of performances. 

The College Basketball team finished in fourth place after a strong 
showing in the early part of the season. However, three consecutive 
games where they lost by one point proved costly to their overall 
standing. Matthew Owies was the Best and Fairest player of the 
First V.

Hockey marked its tenth season since its reintroduction as a sport 
with a promising performance of three wins, four losses and a 
draw to place fifth. Captain Gabriel Smith was the Best Player of 
the First XI.

The First XI Soccer similarly finished in fifth place but had a 
season of frustration with four drawn games, four wins, and only 
one loss. In the second last round of the season they played Xavier 
with the winner destined to take the premiership. A two-all draw 
ensured Xavier would take the Cup back to Barkers Road. Ryan 
Losty won the Peter Minnett Cup as the Best and Fairest player of 
the First XI.

The First XV Rugby team won its fifth VSRU premiership in 
succession with a flawless season without a loss and a dominant 
and slick performance in the Grand Final where they beat St 
Patrick’s, Ballarat 64 to 5. The Second XV narrowly lost their 
Grand Final to Geelong Grammar after conceding their opponents 

a sizeable lead in the first half. First XV Best and Fairest was 
awarded to Jonathan Savea.

APS Representatives
St Kevin’s has always been a strong supporter and advocate of 
the Annual APS v AGS sports matches and Winter 2015 again 
saw a strong showing from St Kevin’s College students.  St 
Kevin’s representatives in the Winter matches at Wesley were 
well performed in each of the sports. Gabriel Smith was amongst 
APS’ best players in the Hockey with Julian Guinane becoming 
the first SKC goalkeeper to be selected for the APS Hockey team. 
Ryan Losty, Kimon Diamantopoulos, and Lorenzo Tarzia were 
prominent in the APS Soccer team. Jack Lockwood was in the 
starting five for the APS Basketball team. Christopher Hibbert 6th, 
Will Lewis 7th, and Riley Bolton 9th provided APS Cross Country 
with a third of its team. Finally, Tom Jok, Lachlan Sullivan and 
Lachlan Walker were all in the APS best players in Football. Tom 
Jok kicked a game high six goals.

House Sport
Kenny has dominated much of the year’s events and this continued 
this term with their victory in the Winter Sports Carnival at the 
senior level (Years 10/11/12) and overall (Years 7 to 12). 

The 2015 Athletics Carnival was held at Box Hill Athletics track 
and marked the 80th anniversary of the first SKC Carnival held 
at Toorak Park in 1935. The lead in the competition seesawed 
during the day with four houses at some stage or other being in 
front. In the end it was McCarthy House that was ahead at the 
conclusion of the events. This was McCarthy’s first ever victory in 
House Athletics.

Final Points were : 1. McCarthy 2583; 2. Cusack 2572; 3. Kenny 
2521; 4. Kearney 2481; 5. Rahill 2388; 6. Purton 2097.

Individual Champions were : Matthew Kim (Yr 7), Daniel Romero 
(Yr 8), Alastair Richards (Yr 9), Phillip Borg (Yr 10), Conor Fry 
(Yr 11), Damien Bertacco (Yr 12).


