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Br Philip Pinto cfc the immediate former Congregational 
Leader of the Christian Brothers, while speaking at a Christian 
Brothers’ school in New York in 2002, enunciated some of the 
key philosophical underpinnings of the charism and charter for 
Edmund Rice education:

Fidelity to our past always demands of us constant vigilance 
to the founding vision … To be true to our past and faithful 
to our heritage is to face the future honestly and courageously, 
no matter how painful it is … Fidelity to Blessed Edmund’s 
memory calls for two things: a re-commitment to those on the 
margins of society and a renewed appreciation of humanity’s 
multi-cultural heritage. 
 
I see no value in a centre of learning which churns out 
numberless school leavers each year and is passively part of 
a society torn apart by divisions of race and partisan politics. 
Whenever our students learn to relate with one another, 
are able to work side by side and recognize their common 
humanity irrespective of cultural differences, then they are 
being true to their founding vision. It is futile for earthbound 
humanity to still cling to the dark and poisoning superstition 
that its world is bound by the nearest hill, its universe ended 
at the river shore, its common humanity enclosed in the tight 
circle of those who share its town and views and the colour of 
its skin. It is the task of our educators, and of young people, 
to strip the last remnants of that ancient, cruel belief from the 
civilisation of humankind. 
 
Our schools exist to challenge popular beliefs and dominant 
cultural values, to ask the difficult question, to look at life 
from the standpoint of the minority, the victim, the outcast 
and the stranger. In doing so, we will be giving hope to those 
who presently have little hope. And so we seek to present a 
new way of living: We show wisdom by trusting people; we 
handle leadership by serving; we tackle offenders by forgiving; 
we deal with money by sharing; we relate to strangers and 
enemies by loving; we handle violence by suffering; we live 
life by choosing. And we repent for any sins of the past not by 
feeling bad, but by thinking differently! This is the challenge 
we face as we celebrate and thank God for our past.

This past and these values, articulated with such zeal by Brother 
Pinto, and the values I see in practice in our College, enjoyed 
poignant synchronicity early this past term on the occasion 
of our annual Golden Jubilarians Assembly. The landscape of 
St Kevin’s has changed markedly since their days; our College 
environs barely recognisable to the one enjoyed by those fine 
men.  I did, though, note for our Old Collegians that it was 
pleasing to observe that our focus on academic attainment and 
the honest pursuit of one’s intellectual capacity through studies 
has continued unabated since their days at the College. Similarly, 
for the benefit of our current boys, it is heartening to know that 
the efforts of the College staff to elicit committed responses from 
their students are not only the preserve of this current time. Br 
Naughtin’s remarks in the 1965 Annual make this clear:

The tendency is far too common in the senior classes to look 
upon study as demanding only a minimal effort on the part 
of the pupil; consequently there is little real attempt at the 
mastery of one’s subjects. Excellence is dreamed of, but its 
attainment is rather left to some miraculous intervention 
than ensured by constant personal endeavour. Again, one is 
sometimes frightened by the almost universal approach to 
the matter of study as solely an economic tool, something 
to be exploited as a means of ensuring subsequent affluence. 
Without discounting the importance of knowledge in the 
making of one’s living, we might well hope to see here and 
there amongst our pupils – young men of fresh minds to 
whom the challenge of ideas should be great – some aspiration 
of scholarship in the purer sense, some desire to “follow 
knowledge like a sinking star, beyond the utmost bound of 
human thought”.

It is clear that the College has never shied away from making 
strong comment on behaviours it sees as critical to the 
achievement of the highest ideals of endeavour and capacity for 
the young men it serves. And as the Old Collegians gazed across 
a sea of current young faces no less aspirant or capable as those 
of generations past, it provided a poignant moment of connection 
between tradition and future, between those who have forged 
and those whose time is still to be fully realised. It set forth to 
both, the ageless brotherhood and the young green, gold and blue 
men of today, the challenge to not only uphold but to live out 
the highest ideals and aspirations of the College. This collective 
spirit and holistic dimension was summed up superbly in Br 
Naughton’s poetic opening remarks in that same 1965 Annual:

You think of schools that stand the test of time, And find them 
complex: study halls of stone,

With fields enough to train and to extend, The supple young – 
but yet not these alone.

For schools, in truth, of men and boys are made: Men of ideals, 
boys who seek to find 

a way of life, a spirit for their guide, the depths of knowledge, 
stimulus of mind;

Who reach for excellence. Some bear the palm in contests 
various: at books, on field, 

or stage or service – striving still to come to ripeness in the best 
that life can yield.

Yet self-contained that will not reach their ends,

for man is weak without the help of friends.

This sense of friendship, as much as its articulation of our 
traditions and ideals, is an enduring element of our College 
community. Our boys grasp the Kevinian persona, with its 
implicit standards and expectations. They understand the 
meaning of gentlemanly conduct, be it in class or on trains, on 
the human quality of a personal greeting, on our regard for 
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Front Cover: Year 8 student, Lucien Gentil, consults with 
Dr Brenton Hall from Swinburne University during the 
Middle School Science Conference



dress and grooming and the simple things of life done and done 
well, on our respect for relationships, on our regard for service 
and our desire to work with and contribute to those who fall on 
the margins of our society. The comprehensive pastoral structures 
of the College, from Tutor room to Year Level Coordinators 
and Heads of House offices, gives clear voice and action to these 
values. And yet our challenge is always to ensure that the character 
and the heart of the Kevinian are as one; that the Kevinian persona 
is not an act based on expectation but is a lived desire of the heart. 
It is certainly at the heart of Brother Pinto’s testament.

An extension to this theme, though in the broader context of 
Catholic education and social justice, was developed by Fr Frank 
Brennan SJ, Jesuit priest and professor of law, a few years after 
Br Pinto’s remarks in New York.  Fr Brennan is an Officer of the 
Order of Australia (AO) for services to Aboriginal Australians, 
particularly as an advocate in the areas of law, social justice and 
reconciliation.  In addressing a diocesan education conference, he 
posited nine responses to a self-posed question on what it is that 
students are asking of their Church.  His points were:

• Take us beyond our comfort zones

• Help us to count our blessings without feeling guilty

• Assure us that the balance holds

• Trust us and teach us to form and inform our consciences as 
we decide how to act

• Inspire us and console us that there is such a thing as truth

• Provide us with the tools to critique our society

• Invite us to participate in a church that speaks to us of life, 
love, mystery, suffering, death and hope

• Teach us to engage in respectful dialogue in our church and in 
our society

• Put everything in the context of love

Catholic schools must continue to be beacons of truth, of 
conscience, of integrity, of moral as much as academic formation.  
St Kevin’s continues to pursue this mission, sitting so comfortably 
with our charter of Edmund Rice education. The College does 
open the hearts and minds of our boys through quality teaching 
and learning experiences in pursuit of a liberating education; from 
healthy participation in weekly mass in the Chapel of St Kevin, 
to our whole College celebration of Edmund Rice Day earlier 
this term, the College enshrines gospel spirituality as our core; 
the College is an inclusive community that seeks to reach out 
and within to include all, including our Golden Jubilarians; and 
through the activism of our boys, be they seniors in a House social 
justice partnership, or in the early stages of advocacy at Waterford 
engaging on the streets, or be they one of our Glendalough 
boys returning in late May from the richness of experience on 
the Lombardina indigenous exchange programme, St Kevin’s 
is a College committed to justice and peace for all as we stand 
in spiritual and physical solidarity with our fellow man on the 
margins. 

These four touchstones, markers of a Catholic school in the 
Edmund Rice tradition, are not simply enshrined on the walls 
across our campuses (as they have been this past term), but are 
also enshrined in the living practices of our boys and the College.  
They give substance to authenticity, while remaining aspirational 
signposts for our continual self-reflection and ongoing renewal.  
They challenge us to ensure that St Kevin’s does not produce 
‘numberless school leavers’, but rather, ones who are willing and 
able to respond to the challenges of our common humanity and 
to advocate for those on our margins.  They ensure too, that our 
work at St Kevin’s remains Omnia Pro Deo - All for God.

Mr William Doherty 
Acting Headmaster



         The Science of Light

This year’s Middle School Science Conference 
explored the theme “The Science of Light”. 
Over 100 of the best Years 7 and 8 Science 
Talent Search projects were on display for 
parents, teachers and students to explore and 
enjoy. These projects demonstrated not only a 
deep grasp of the science they were illustrating 
but also incredible creativity and imagination. 

The boys are given a variety of project styles 
to cater for their individual talents and 
interests. This approach enables boys to learn 
by building, inventing, researching, imagining, 
innovating or creating. In this way, every 
boy has a chance to shine that capitalises 
on his own individual learning style. The 
project design briefs included models, videos, 

experiments, posters, games and photography 
options.

The resulting range of projects was 
extraordinary, including a working model 
Tessla coil built from a recycled mosquito 
zapper, a sound activated LED sign, 
illuminated disco shoes, photosynthetic 
aquaculture, a model ruby laser and even 
a heads-up display just like those used in 
modern aviation, as well as a few from the 
biological sciences that explored the science 
of bioluminescence. Over 400 boys and their 
parents came to view the projects!

The Conference was once again generously 
supported by both Swinburne University 



         The Science of Light

Engineering Students @ Work
This year, twenty Year 10 Science students 
participated in a new version of the 
Engineering Students @ Work program. In 
previous years, groups of five boys have spent 
a week embedded with a major building design 
and engineering firm. This year, as part of a 
new pilot program, four groups of students 
spent one full day at the offices of Norman, 
Disney & Young where they were briefed on 
many different aspects of design engineering 
including mechanical, structural, refrigeration, 
environmental, acoustic and electrical. The 
boys were given a tour behind the scenes of 
the utilities areas of the office building, where 
they could see first hand the complex services 
infrastructure that enable large commercial 
buildings to function safely and comfortably.

Following this day, the four teams then met 
every two weeks at Heyington campus with 
Mentor Engineer, Mr Adam Oldmeadow. 
Adam helped guide the boys as they designed 

and then refined their ideas in one of four 
project briefs. These included a train-station 
remodel, a sports-stadium, a holiday-resort 
based at Philip Island and a five-star hotel 
development for Chadstone. The design briefs 
were designed to be as realistic as possible and 
were put together by Norman Disney &Young 
to challenge the boys to think and work like 
real design engineers. 

As part of their final presentation which was 
held in the new Agora Theatre, the teams had 
to confidently ‘sell’ their design to a group 
of guest judges including Mr Simon Lindsey 
(CEO, NDY Sydney), representatives from the 
Catholic Education Office and representatives 
from Engineers Australia. 

Special thanks must go to Akorn Education 
who facilitated the program and organised the 
Engineering mentors.

Faculty of Engineering and Industrial Sciences 
and Monash University Department of 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering. This 
provided a key feature of the Conference 
where St Kevin’s students can talk and share 
their ideas with university students and 
professors who also displayed their current 
projects. This year, the Monash University 
Team of second year students showcased 
their Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. These UAVs 
use state of the art electronics and GPS 
tracking to autonomously fly and navigate 
within a given range. The Monash students 
will later be entering these UAVs into a 
national competition designed to encourage 
and enhance Australian innovation in this 
emerging search and rescue technology 

field. The many discussions held during the 
Conference helped the SKC students to realise 
that the science projects they complete at 
school are a forerunner to the more advanced 
projects they will be doing when they reach 
university.

Special thanks to Dr Brenton Hall and Dr 
Alan Duffy (Swinburne University) and Prof 
W K Chiu (Monash University) and their 
students for their wonderful and engaging 
support.



VCE Premier’s Awards

Top Arts 45th Annual Art Show

Each year, at 
the Melbourne 
Convention 
and Exhibition 
Centre, select 
students from 
across Victoria 
are presented 
with one or 
more VCE 
Premier’s 

Awards. These awards are prestigious 
because they represent the very highest-
performing students in a Units 3/4 
Study from the previous academic year. 
Individual graded assessment scores 
are used to determine the top group of 
students for each VCE study award. 

This year, a total of 279 students received 
305 awards across 85 subjects, including 
283 Study Awards, 19 to All-Round 
VCE High Achiever Awards and three 
Top International Student Awards. Given 
that, in 2014, almost 50,000 students 
completed their Victorian Certificate of 
Education, to be in receipt of one of these 
awards is truly exceptional.

On Wednesday 3 June, five of our students 
– four of whom completed their VCE in 
2014, and one of whom will complete 
his VCE in 2015 – were recipients of 
individual study awards for their perfect 
scores of 50 and for their obviously 
outstanding results within the band of 
students who achieved a 50 in those 
subjects throughout the State. 

At the ceremony were His Excellency 
the Honourable Alex Chernov AC QC, 
Governor of Victoria; The Hon Daniel 
Andrews MP, Premier of Victoria; and, 
The Hon James Merlino MP, Minister 
for Education and Deputy Premier. What 
a wonderful occasion for the St Kevin’s 
students to be presented with their awards 
from such esteemed Victorians! What a 
wonderful occasion, too, it was for the 
boys’ parents and families to bear further 
witness to their hard and sustained work 
throughout the year! 

At St Kevin’s, we are rightly proud of 
these fellows and their achievements. 
We continue to wish them well in their 
academic endeavours and in all that they 

do to contribute to their local and global 
communities.

Recipients of this year’s Premier’s VCE 
Awards were: 

Benedict Burgess – Business Management 
Liam Fitzpatrick – English 
James Huang – Literature 
Isaac Leeson – Psychology 
James Papadopulos – Legal Studies

One of our 2014 Year 12 Studio Arts 
students, Timothy Smith, was a successful 
applicant for this year’s Top Arts at the 
National Gallery of Victoria, Federation 
Square. After 150 students were shortlisted, 
43 students were finally selected throughout 
the state. The selection panel had initially 
sifted through nearly 3000 applicants from 
the VCE studies of Studio Arts and Art, so 
Timothy is to be congratulated on his fine 
achievement. 

Timothy’s work  ‘Velo Cinema Bicycle’ 
(pictured below) gained considerable 
attention in the media with articles in 
the Herald Sun, The Age and various 
Melbourne magazines including The 
Weekly Review. Dadaism, futurism and 
films by the artist Marcel Duchamp inspired 
Timothy to build his film-projecting bicycle. 
The artwork was made from objects found 
around his home and from The Sun Theatre 
in Yarraville, owned by his parents. The 
projector creates an illusion the bicycle is 
moving down the road. 

The 45th Annual St Kevin’s College Art 
Show has cemented its place within the 
Melbourne art show scene. Opening night 
had a great turn out with over 350 guests 
attending and was opened by Mr Jon 
Dwyer, our Honorary judge, who is the 
Director of Art at Mossgreen Auction. 
This was particularly poignant as Jon’s 
father, Mr Paul Dwyer, opened our very 
first show in 1977.

This year a record was reached with 242 
artists contributing 726 paintings. With 
prices ranging from$150 - $12,000.

A long tradition of the show has been that 
one of our contributing artists donates a 
painting for our Raffle Prize. This year 
“Seeds of Life” was kindly donated by 
Mandy McCarthy. Mandy has been a 

practising artist for 30 years. The raffle 
was won by the Maras Family.

The Friends of Art Association wishes to 
thank the St Kevin’s College community 
for their support of the Art Show. It was 
full of spirit, passion and followed a 
long tradition of encouraging new and 
emerging artists. 

L-R: Benedict Bugess, Mr Gary Jones, James 
Papadopulos, Liam Fitzpatrick, Isaac Leeson

Mr Gary Jones, James Huang



Curriculum Capers at Glendalough

Literacy Studies
Literacy is an integral part of the Junior 
School Curriculum Program. The students 
are involved in a two hour Literacy Block 
each day. Initially, the boys participate 
in a shared reading experience where the 
teacher focuses on specific skills or content 
which is vital for their development.

The students then work in small learning 
groups which are assisted by parents. The 
teacher has carefully planned a learning 
intention for the specific students in the 
group and the parents are instructed on 
how to run the session. Whilst this is 
happening, the class teacher is running a 
‘Guided Reading’ session. This is where 
students with similar learning needs work 
on reading strategies that assist them on 
their developmental journey.

At the end of the Reading Hour, the 
students share their learning with the 
group. They may share a learning goal 
that they have accomplished or an activity 
which they enjoyed. This also helps the 
students to develop their speaking and 
listening skills.

The class then comes together again for 
a Writing Hour. The teacher may once 
again use a text as a model to illustrate 
the specific skill or strategy that is being 
taught. The teacher models writing for 
the students and articulates the thought 
processes involved when composing a 
text. This illustrates to the students what 
expert writers do. The boys then try to 
implement these strategies when writing 
an independent text.

The Literacy Block is a busy time in 
the Prep to Year 2 Homerooms, but an 
extremely important part of the Junior 
Program.

Mathematics Studies
At Glendalough, students are encouraged 
to connect their mathematical 
understanding, problem solving and 
reasoning within real-world contexts. 
Students are provided with different 
opportunities to explore, apply and 
explain their mathematical understanding 
with their peers. These activities 
provide a valuable learning experience 
for all students with different levels of 
mathematical understanding. Scaffolding 
is provided for students requiring support, 
and there is extension for those who are 
ready for deeper investigation. Lessons 
are varied and provide mathematical 
opportunities that challenge students to 
do their best, involve them in interesting 
mathematics, and allow them to 
investigate and explore their learning. 

Students are introduced to a range 
of problem-solving strategies and 
are encouraged to share and justify 
their decision making based on their 
understanding and reasoning. 

Relevant hands-on mathematical 
investigations encourage and support 
skills necessary to work in small groups 
and promote a positive attitude towards 
learning Mathematics. Students can 
share their ideas, discuss strategies and 
demonstrate their mathematical reasoning 
in teams. 

Students are offered exciting aspects of 
Mathematics and the opportunity to 
build their own mathematical thinking as 
they work through real-world problems. 
Students are guided with good questions, 
encouraged with the use of manipulatives 
and given the time and space to discover. 
At Glendalough, students are presented 
a ‘wider view of mathematics that sees 
a role for creativity and the attacking of 
problems rather than exercises’ (Holton 
2013). 



Five Productions
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A busy season of five productions commenced in the 
fourth week of term with a set of widely contrasting 
plays.

The first of the pair of Theatre Studies plays was 
Australian classic Breaker Morant, an engrossing 
courtroom drama of mateship and moral principles. 
The dramatic climax took on extra weight in light of 
the recent executions in Indonesia.

Brynach Rolfe led a solid cast as Major Thomas, 
the well-meaning officer faced with presenting the 
challenging defense case of a trio of soldiers implicated 
in the shooting murder of a missionary during the 
Boer War. Joshua Ingpen gave a mature, sensitive 
performance as Harry “Breaker” Morant, with Harris 
Diviny presenting the raw appeal of the Aussie “lad” 
as Peter Hancock. All class members contributed to a 
compelling, appealingly staged production.

As a complement to the naturalistic style of Breaker 
Morant, the second Theatre Studies play was Ionesco’s 
absurdist play Rhinoceros, an allegory for the rise of 
the Nazi party. In a performance that was as accessible 
as it was thought-provoking, the class worked 
cohesively to bring the challenging text to life.

Christopher Davis impressed as central protagonist 
Berenger, who managed to resist the allure of 
conformity. Charlie Woods provided live musical 
accompaniment, which added significantly to the eerie 
atmosphere.

Meanwhile, St Catherine’s Theatre Studies class 
presented Patrick Barlow’s hilarious adaptation of 
Alfred Hitchcock movie The 39 Steps. Displaying a 
level of wit to match the script, the class created clever 
quick changes and sight gags in staging the sprawling 
spy story. 

Charles Staindl played the massive lead role of 
charming man-about-town, Richard Hannay, with 
terrific aplomb. Talented comedian, Luke Macaronas, 
delighted in a brisk, hat-swapping multiple-role 
sequence. Antony Sinni stole all his scenes as plummy 
Professor Jordan, especially his wickedly protracted 
death scene.

Years 7-9 students rocked Vaucluse Hall at Waterford 
with the hilarious 1960s-era musical Hairspray Jr. 
Colourful characters, catchy songs and well drilled 
choreography provided a night of great theatrical fun.

Nicholas Reynolds gamely took on the role of Edna 
Turnblad, a shy housewife and mother who gains the 
courage to reclaim her life. Charles McNamara showed 
his dance moves as heart-throb Link Larkin. David 
Ingleby was a mature presence as groovy TV host 
Corny Collins.

A similar amount of splashy song and dance was seen 
at Korowa as a cast of highly experienced Years 10-12 
boys joined the Korowa girls for their senior musical 
Grease. 

Talented singer/dancer Noah Janssen showed his 
laidback side as too-cool-for-school T-Bird, Danny 
Zuko. Noah’s fellow T-Birds, Lachlan Fitzgerald, 
Joshua Ingpen, Damian Scollo and Joshua Deakin, 
each had their moments to shine. Phillip Borg provided 
heavenly vocals as Teen Angel.





Orating on the world stage

Books and Breakfast

St Kevin’s College has a long-standing tradition of Debating 
and Public Speaking that has been well-documented. Students 
love opportunities to develop their oratory skills in arenas that 
foster cultural diversity and long-lasting friendships. The World 
Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships, held 
in Hong Kong, during April, presented itself as one of those 
events. Who could resist this engagement involving over one 
hundred students from around the world?

Accepting the challenges were two SKC students, Luke 
Macaronas and Charlie Woods. To have become part of the 
select Australian team, they had competed in Brisbane during 
2014, at the Australian Individual Debating and Public Speaking 
Championships. On April 4th, the two students, accompanied 
by teachers, Ms Kelly Gallivan and Mr Thomas Lane, flew from 
Tullamarine to be part of this auspicious occasion. 

While stationed in Kowloon, the boys were part of an intense six 
day schedule allowing them to confidently craft humorous after-
dinner speeches, thought-provoking orations about global greed, 
debating topics of international significance, engage audiences 

with readings from English Literature, and deliver impromptu 
speeches. At the end of the week, both boys had performed with 
due aplomb; Luke Macaronas was ranked fifth international 
speaker in the Impromptu Division. 

Aside from the extraordinary talent to be heard from all 
participants, it became evident that this was a special 
championship. While the WIDPSC has been running since 1988, 
until this year, the event had never been hosted in Asia. The 
organisers were keen to introduce the students to Hong Kong 
culture and invited us to begin appreciating its unique East-West 
history and the value of free speech. 

By the time the plane arrived at Tullamarine, it was evident 
we had all experienced an event to make us admire the power 
of oratory, value the friendships, and most importantly, know 
that we had been changed by listening to young people voice 
their powerful visions of the future by “knowing their subjects, 
getting their subjects into themselves and lastly, getting their 
subjects into the hearts of the audience.” 

On the 7thMay, 72 guests including 
students, parents and staff members, 
arrived at the Pavilion to listen to 
acclaimed author, Joshua Funder, talk 
about his newly published book Watson’s 
Pier. This is the story of Stan Watson who 
was Joshua Funder’s great grandfather. 
He was among the first ashore at Gallipoli 
on 25th April 1915 and survived battle, 
fear and disease to build the pier at 
Anzac Cove from which so many men 
later escaped. He faced what seemed an 
impossible mission to get every man out 
alive.

The guests enjoyed a delicious breakfast 
prepared and served by the St Kevin’s 
catering staff. A good morning was had by 
all who attended and they agreed that the 
early start was worthwhile. Thank you to 
everyone who supported the event.

Author, Joshua Funder, addresses the Blokes and Books Breakfast



Embracing Nepal

Nepal slaps you in the face sometimes. It isn’t just the traffic in 
Kathmandu, or the beggars taking advantage of the traffic to 
press their faces against the windows of the buses carrying new 
arrivals. It isn’t just the mountains, even though jaws are left 
understandably agape when a tent door is unzipped to reveal 
8,000 vertical metres worth of rock and snow that the clouds had 
concealed the day before. It might be the poverty, or the dust, or 
the cows wending their way through motorcycles and tractors, 
but there’s usually a slap in the face waiting for all of us.

But after every slap comes an embrace that more than makes up 
for the shock recently delivered; it is this embrace that made the 
experience for the 41 Year 11 boys who travelled to Nepal for 
their Outdoor Activity Program so significant.

The village of Jilibrang embraced us as we worked to improve the 
conditions of their community school, and embraced us further 
as the boys sang, worked, ate and laughed their way through 
their days in the Himalayas. This was hard, physical work, 

without mechanical aids, and often without aids of any other 
categorisation. Merely to reach the village involved trekking close 
to a hundred kilometres, with in excess of 3500 metres worth of 
climbing; that it was through rhododendron forest dripping with 
flowers and punctuated by the cries of monkeys could not always 
distract from the knowledge that the Nepalese interpretation 
of an ‘easy day’s walk’ did not always 
accurately translate.

The boys walked out of the village 
draped in garlands of lali-gurans, with 
tikka emblazoned across their foreheads, 
and with new understandings, new 
perspectives and new friends. This was the 
heart of the experience, and it is one that 
few other places on earth can provide.
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1965   50 Year Reunion 

Friday 9 October 2015

 RACV Club

 501 Bourke St  Melbourne 

Contact: Brian McGuinness  
mcguinnessfamily@hotmail.com 

1975   40 Year Reunion

Class of 1975

 Low key to encourage all to attend for 
even a short while 

Friday 7 August at 7pm

The Carringbush Hotel

226-228 Langridge Street  Abbotsford 

Finger Food: $15

Drinks at Bar Prices

Please book using Try Bookings: 

http://www.trybooking.com/HSHJ 

Bookings take 20 seconds, so please do it 
as soon as possible to assist with catering.

Contact: GerardMulcahy@mme.com.au

1985   30 Year Reunion

Friday 27 November at 6.30pm

Elgin Inn

75 Burwood Road  Hawthorn

Please save the date and make an effort to 
come along! The date coincides with end 

of examinations in 1975.

Organizing committee welcomes new 
members Rod Carne, Sandy Lodge, 

Andrew Tsindos, Stephen Prior, Eric Noel 
and James Breheny.

sandyl@asltennis.com 

Archives

We are very pleased to receive any items of 
St Kevin’s history.

Recently, the family of the late Jack 
Harty (‘52) donated his 1952 blazer. 
Interestingly, it is one from the few 
years where the blazer was green with a 
gold trim and it shows Jack’s awards as 
Prefect, and a player in the First XVIII and 
Athletics team.

Also depicted here is the blazer pocket of 
Anthony Simmons (‘79). In this era there 
was a separation between awards with 
the bar across the top for non-sporting 
awards. For the record , Anthony has: 
from left Half Colours Athletics, Half 
Colours (non-sporting) Leadership, 
Full Colours (non-sporting) Outdoor 
Activities, Insignia with Distinction 
for Football and Half Colours (non-
sporting) Debating. Anthony was also a 

Prefect which was 
designated by a 
metal lapel badge. 

Can you help?

1) Who were the winners of the House 
Swimming competition in 1968 and1971? 
The winning House was originally 
awarded the Judge Dunphy Shield (since 
lost). We have a replacement Cup with 
previous winners inscribed, but the 1968 
and 1971 winners are not mentioned in 
their respective Annuals.

2) House Captains: we have a near- 
complete list of House Captains except for 
the following:

Year Cusack Kearney Kenny Purton

1968 T.Collie P.Nigro ? ?

1969 ? ? ? J.Higham

1970 ? J.Cox J.Buising R.Rodriguez

1971 ? ? P.Harris ?

1995   20 Year Reunion

Friday 11 September

Andrew McGuinness is keen to hear from 
all 1995 Kevinians. Please contact him via 
email: Andrew.McGuinness@nab.com.au

2000   15 Year Reunion

David Mokohon is keen to hear from 
fellow 2000 Kevinians to arrange a 15 
Year Reunion. Please contact via email: 
david.n.mokohon@nab.com.au

 

2010  5 Year Reunion

Monday 14 September  6–8pm 
Smith Hall Foyer

SKOCA Dates 2015

Saturday 25 July – Western District Lunch 
at Steve Coleman’s Quoin Hill Vineyard

Monday 14 September – Class of 2010 
Reunion – 6.00pm Smith Hall Foyer 

Wednesday 4 November – SKOCA 
Eucharist for Deceased Old Collegians – 
7.30pm Chapel

Wednesday 11 November - SKOCA 
Annual General Meeting – 6.30pm 
Brandon Room

Friday 13 November – APS Past Students 
Golf at Royal Melbourne

Latest Sightings

Congratulations to the great Andrew 
“Acka” Simpson (‘68) picking up the 
VAFA Certificate of Merit at the 2015 
Awards Night.

Congratulations to 
Kevin Culliver (‘78) 
who was recently named 
in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List with an 
OAM for services to 
Rugby in Victoria and 
school sport.

Wedding Bells

Congratulations to Matthieu 
Lucas (‘98) on his marriage 
to Katherine Macquarrie at  
Sanctuary Cove QLD.

There were numerous 
Kevinians who attended the 
wedding. Nick Brignell (‘97), 

Carl Dullard (‘97), Richard Campagna 
(‘98), Nick Marchesani (‘98), Nick Benton 
(‘98), Luke Brady (‘98), Mark Boffa (‘99), 
Todd Watson (‘99).

 From left to right: Tom Walton ('98), Paul 
Altis ('98), Matthieu in the middle, Adam 

Orlando ('98 College Captain & Best 
Man) and Tom Fox (friend). 



old-collegians@stkevins.vic.edu.au 

VALETE

GILFEDDER, Brian Joseph (‘40)  
15/12/2014

CANNON, Patrick John (‘52) 
26/05/2015

KELLY, Gavan William (‘59) 
09/06/2015

LUCAS, Patrick A (‘59)  
06/03/15 

TRAYNOR, Neil Stuart. (‘63) 
28/03/2015 

CROMPTON, Jeremy Kevin (‘03) 
18/04/2015

LONG, Br Reginald Michael cfc 
Died on Wednesday May 20, 2015. 
He was a teacher at St Kevin’s from 

1965 to 1972.
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Golden Jubilarians Day

Another wonderful day at the College on Monday 5 May for all of those Kevinians who 
are Golden Jubilarians and older. This year celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Class 
of ‘65. Brian McGuinness (‘65) was the Guest Speaker at the College Assembly.

National Volunteer Finalist

Anthony Simmons (‘79) 

In 2011 Tony found he had a bit of extra 
time on his hands and so felt the urge to 
be involved with the Uni Blues again. He 
had done a preseason back in the 1990s! 
Tony had a great career at the SKOBFC 
and retired as a player at St Kevin’s in 
C-Grade after about 100 games over 10 
years. However, he always wanted to play 

A-Grade amateurs and specifically at the 

University Blues. Tony’s favourite colour 
is blue and barracks for the Carlton Blues 
as his father played for Carlton in the 
late 1940s and both Blues have the same 
theme song.

With that Tony shares a bit of his 
philosophy: Time flies when you are 
having fun. Call your mother. You rest; 
you rust; use it or lose it. Balance mind, 
body and soul. Network and connect 
with others. Reach out to others and 
forget self. Get the helpers high from 
volunteering. There is always someone 
worse off than you. You never know what 
the future may bring. Accept the highs 
and the lows of life. Make friends with 
people of all ages. Be passionate. Make 
things happen. Mistakes are a stepping 
stone to success. Persist. Persevere. Pray.

SKOCA APS Bowls Champions 

The SKOCA Bowls Team recorded a 
very close win in this year’s tournament, 
winning by just the 1 shot over Old 
Haileybury, with Old Scotch in third 
place.

The Tournament was played at the Glen 
Waverley Bowls Club in ideal weather 
conditions. This was only our second 
win since the tournament was first 
played in 1974

Captain Frank Marchesani (pictured 
below) lead the team, which won 8 of 
the 12 games, drawing one and losing 
just the 3 games

Next year’s event will be held on Sunday 
3 April when we defend our title. If you 
would like to play, please contact Peter 
Macdonald (m) 0413 754 523 or plcw@
alphalink.com.au



Brendan Murray (‘90)

Brendan Murray attended St Kevin’s College in 1989 and 
1990, in Years 11 and 12. A scholarship to attend St Kevin’s 
from a small Christian Brother’s school in East Melbourne, 
Cathedral College, became available to Brendan, which his 
family enthusiastically accepted. ‘Cathedral’, as it was known, 
was a small school for students from within the inner suburbs 
of Melbourne who were largely from Catholic migrant and 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Brendan admits he was a little ambivalent about attending 
St Kevin’s but ultimately succumbed to do so knowing that 
the scholarship would provide him and his family with an 
opportunity that would not otherwise be afforded. 

During 1989, Brendan felt that he struggled to fit in at school and 
began to resent the fact that he had to wake up early and catch a 
couple of trains from Collingwood each morning.

Fortunately, he became involved in football during Term 2 and 
by the start of the APS season he was playing in the centre (back 
when there were actual positions on the field) for the First XVIII. 
Once Brendan connected with his peers and felt a part of the St 
Kevin’s community, he loved being a member of the school. In 
1990, Brendan was appointed the Captain of the First XVIII and 
he was also elected a Prefect.  

Brendan played for Collingwood Football Club in 1991 in the 
last year of the Under 19’s competition. In fact, he played in 
the last Under 19 game ever to be held on Grand Final Day at 
Waverly Park in 1991. He was promoted to the senior list in 
1992. However, he retired from football midway through the 
season, feeling that now that he had ‘made it’, he wanted more 
from life. He played briefly in Adelaide the next year but realised 
that football was no longer for him and that professional football 
just did not have the allure of the camaraderie and community 
that he experienced in his two years at St Kevin’s.

Brendan travelled the world and commenced tertiary education 
at La Trobe University with an Arts Degree majoring in English 
and Spanish Literature. While studying for this degree, Brendan 
worked as a Residential Carer, living with children in the care 
of Child Protection Victoria, particularly with children exiting 
Youth Justice Centres. During this time, he became frustrated 
with the lack of educational opportunities for the children with 
whom he was working, and he made a decision to become a 
qualified teacher so that he could provide these same 
children with a quality education, and so that he 
could establish schools that were based upon the 
principle of inclusive education. Brendan completed 
his Diploma of Education at Monash University 
and he later completed a Masters in Education, 
specialising in Leadership, Policy and Change. He 
oversaw the development of the Pavilion School 
in northern metropolitan Melbourne and he has 
worked for the Department of Education and 
Training as a Senior Policy Advisor to support the 
development of re-engagement schools throughout 
Victoria.

In 2009, Brendan received the prestigious 
Outstanding Secondary Teacher of the Year Award 
as part of the Victorian Education Excellence 

Awards. In that same year, he received the inaugural Australian 
Government Closing the Gap Award for strengthening the 
relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people 
through education. In 2010, Brendan was announced by The 
Age newspaper as being one of Victoria’s most influential 
educators and was regarded by the paper as one of Victoria’s 
most influential citizens. In 2014, Brendan received the Monash 
University Distinguished Alumni Award from the Faculty of 
Education for his work at Parkville College.

Brendan currently holds the position of Executive Principal at 
Parkville College. Parkville College is a Victorian Government 
School for all children and young people who are detained 
within secure settings (prison) within Victoria. He oversees an 
education program for the most vulnerable and marginalised 
students within the state and he asks for excellence from these 
students, his staff and the community. Brendan has developed 
Parkville College in conjunction with the state government from 
its initial establishment. Parkville College aspires to be the best 
school in Victoria and adheres to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights whereby ‘everyone has the right to education’ 
and ‘education shall be directed towards the full development of 
the human personality and shall promote respect tolerance and 
understanding amongst all people.’ Further to this, his school 
walls are emblazoned with such positive affirmations as, ‘He who 
opens a school door closes a prison’ (Victor Hugo) and his staff 
rooms are inscribed with, ‘If you treat a person as he is, then he 
will remain how he is. But if you treat a person as he ought to be 
or could be, then he will become what he ought to be or could 
be’ (Goethe).

In 2015, his students, staff and their school community will 
all exceed their expectations and top the state school data for 
achievement in every area except for university entrance scores 
(he is still working on that one).

Brendan feels indebted to St Kevin’s for the education it provided 
for him. He firmly believes that he would not have accomplished 
what he has managed to achieve if it were not for his experience 
at St Kevin’s. Further to this, he attributes Ms Karen Graham 
as the teacher who most inspired and encouraged him to set his 
heights higher in life and to think of himself as someone who 
could achieve within education. 

Brendan Murray (‘90) Executive Principal of Parkville College



Foundation Events

Night of the Formal Shall we Dance?

ANZAC Prize

Ballroom dancing is widely considered 
one of the most elegant skills to master.
Each Friday afternoon during Semester 
1, 140 Loreto girls and St Kevin’s boys 
danced the afternoon away to a range 
of modern hits and classics. Over the 
semester, the students were introduced to a 
range of dancing styles including the Pride 
of Erin, the Barn Dance, the Samba and 
the Progressive Jive. They even requested 
and indulged in some Line dancing, under 
the guidance of our new teacher, Ms 
Lisa Taejari of Taejari School of Dance, 
accompanied by her assistant Barry. 

In April, the Year 10 Social was held in the 
Smith Hall and students, dressed smartly 
for the occasion, showcased their dancing 
skills - and also enjoyed time dancing to 
their own contemporary music. 

A wonderful evening was had by all.

The evening of the 16th of May saw the 
Year 12 gentlemen of the College and 
their partners, along with senior staff 
members arrive at the Skyline Room at 
Melbourne Park for what was a brilliant 
and memorable occasion - the Year 12 
Formal.

A lot of time and effort is invested into the 
night by the Formal Co-ordinators, Mr 
Ian Nott, Mr Tom Burns and the Formal 
Committee. There was much anticipation 
and excitement as it is an occasion to 
celebrate our Year 12 cohort, the fact that 
we have half the year behind us, and to 
enjoy a break from study by sharing a 
wonderful evening with our partners and 
teachers. 

The night did not disappoint. The room 
was silent when Mr Andrew Galante led 

us in prayer before the meal. Photos were 
taken and friends danced the night away. 
The young men of SKC looked very smart 
in their sleek dinner suits, and the young 
women were equally radiant. The evening 
was filled with fun and delight. It can be 
said that everyone was looking good and 
feeling fine, creating memories that will 
last a lifetime.

At the start of this term, I returned from 
the trip of a life-time after winning the 
Premier’s Spirit of the Anzac prize last 
year. I joined eleven other pupils from 
schools in Victoria, along with veterans, 
to follow the footsteps of the Australian 
story in World War One. Starting in 
Lemnos, where many Australian nurses 
were originally stationed, we wandered 
the coastline of Anzac Cove, and laid 
wreaths and sang the National Anthem 
at a ceremony at Belgium’s Menin 
Gate. We visited the Shrapnel Valley 
and the grave of Major Hugh Quinn, 
15th Battalion. The tour also included 
some sightseeing around Athens, 
Lemnos, Belgium and Paris. To win 
this marvellous trip, I created a video 
presentation about how the Spirit of 
the Anzacs relates to life in Australia 
today, and how we want it to be part of 
Australia in the future.

Patrick Daly 
Year 10 student

On Tuesday, March 24th members and friends of the St Kevin's College Foundation 
gathered for the annual dinner at the Australia Club. The Guest Speaker for the evening 
was prominent television actor and past parent of the College, Mr William McGuiness, 
who regaled the audience with many humourous, anecdotal stories. What shone through 
was his family's great passion for our school. Later in May, we enjoyed a wonderful 
evening of music and song at the annual Musical Soiree.



Winter Sport

Traditional Sports Exchanges
St Kevin’s has two long standing sporting exchanges with 
fellow Edmund Rice schools, St Patrick’s College, Ballarat 
and Rostrevor College, Adelaide. The St Patrick’s matches 
date back to SKC’s inaugural year of 1918 and the Rostrevor 
matches to 1924. During Term Two the school continued these 
long standing traditional fixtures with games in Ballarat and 
Adelaide.

In Ballarat, St Kevin’s won Rugby, Soccer, Hockey and 
Basketball but had to lower its colours to St Patrick’s in Cross 
Country and Football.

Our Footballers journeyed to Adelaide and played Rostrevor 
College under lights at the Adelaide University Oval. 
Unfortunately, a long day of travel made for a very weary SKC 
outfit and we lowered our colours 10-13-73 to 8-9-57 in an 
entertaining match.

House Sport
House sport is a feature of the SKC Sports calendar and several 
competitions have been held in Term Two. Burnley Golf course 
was again the venue for the fourteenth annual House Golf 
Tournament which was held in idyllic conditions. Year 12 
student, Aiden Didone, won the individual competition with 
an even par 33. The winner was Kenny House with Lachlan 
Jordan (Yr 10), Matthew Griggs (Yr 8), and Jordan Smith (Yr 
10) the winning team members.

The third Annual House Cycling competition was held at 
Hawthorn Velodrome with a sprint event, team pursuit and 
distance event on the programme. Kearney were the team 
winners with Sam Bascombe (McCarthy) of Year 8 the Junior 
Champion, and Sam McCabe (Kearney) of  Year 10 the Senior 
Champion.

House Cross Country has been one of the longest continuously 
held House competitions on both the Senior and Junior School 
sports fixtures and both were held this term in and around the 
Heyington property. At the Junior school, Vaughan were the 
team champions while Kearney were the victors at the Senior 
school. This was Kearney’s first Cross Country victory since 
1977. Individual Champions were :-

Winter Sport
As the term draws to a close, and with three rounds remaining 
in Term Three, our Firsts sports teams are positioned in their 
competitions as follows:-

Our First XV Rugby team sits undefeated on top of the VSRU 
table with an undefeated record. 

The First XVIII Football has dropped only one APS game – to 
Haileybury by a solitary point, paying dearly for their wayward 
4 goals 18 behinds goalkocking, but still remain a chance to 
win the premiership if they can remain undefeated and other 
results go their way.

The Cross Country team lost their opening race to Wesley, also 
by a single point, and with two more APS Rounds to go in 
Term Three, they will need to defeat a strong Haileybury side to 
have any chance of a shared premiership. Riley Bolton has been 
the standout SKC runner with four top ten finishes and highest 
placing of Second in the APS races.

The First XI Soccer team has had a frustrating season which 
began in spectacular style with a come-from-behind 3 to 2 
victory over a highly fancied Caulfield Grammar. However, two 
draws, 4-all to Scotch and 0-all to Haileybury, have dented our 
premiership aspirations.

The First XI Hockey team had an excellent 5 to 1 victory over 
Xavier College but have met Premiership favourites Scotch and 
Caulfield Grammar early in the season and, although putting in 
staunch resistance, were beaten in both matches.

John Davenport SKC Cricket TIC 1983-2015

After a record 33 years as the Teacher-in-Charge of SKC 
Cricket, John Davenport has stepped down from his position. 
His 33 years as a TIC is an SKC record for not just Cricket but 
all sports at the College, and one would rank him as one of the 
longest serving TICs in the history of the APS. During his time 
at the helm of Cricket, John took it from a struggling sport to a 
dominant force in APS competition. In 1989 John was the TIC 
when the First XI of that year won the College’s first ever APS 
Premiership – a feat that very much changed the culture, self-
esteem and self-belief of the school and its students. Since the 
inaugural victory, five further APS Cricket Premierships have 
been added uder his leadership with wins in 1991, 1992, 2001, 
2013 and this year’s 2015 title. John still remains a valued staff 
member at SKC and Head of Purton House. The new TIC, still 
to be appointed, will have large shoes to fill.

Preps :  Matthew Fairchild

Year 1 : Sam Ganci

Year 2 : Aedan Lanigan

Year 3 : Matthew Redenbach

Year 4:  Hudson Lefoe

Year 5:  Conor Lynch

Year 6:  James Lloyd

Year 7 : Tom Scroggie 

Year 8 : Hugh Pentland

Year 9 : William Lewis

Year 10:  Lachlan McKay

Year 11: Riley Bolton

Year 12:  Micael Brownlee

Mr John Davenport, pictured with the 2015 First XI, 
celebrates his last Premiership as TIC Cricket


