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Headmaster’s Message

OMNIA
PRO

DEO

The relentless energy of a school term is like riding a good-sized 
wave at the Coogee Beach of my youth. There is a real sense of 
exhilaration at the beauty and intensity of many moments in 
the term as there is when you surge across an unbroken wave. 
There are brief moments of tension and hesitation as fatigue or 
decision-making places unexpected pressure as does a fellow 
surfer who ‘drops in’, against surfing law, mid-wave. At the end 
of most rides, when one reaches the shoreline, there is that great 
sense of satisfaction and quiet elation not dissimilar to reaching 
the end of another busy term.

If one were to read the ‘This Week at St Kevin’s’ column in the 
Newsletter, produced each week by Ms Canny, you could not 
help but be in awe of all that our boys, and my extraordinary 
colleagues, achieve in a term. Amid the ebb and flow of time and 
tide, allow me to reflect on but a few …

Our opening Mass in St Patrick’s Cathedral was once again 
a wonderful celebration of faith and community. It was one 
of many times I have been very proud of our boys this term. 
The sermon delivered by Fr Bill Uren SJ was as powerful and 
appropriate a homily as I have heard delivered to a school 
community. It focused on the scripture ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and clothed you? And when was it 
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? And then you 
would be consoled (or embarrassed) by Jesus’ answer: Truly I 
tell you, just as you did (or neglected to do) it to one of the least 
of these my brothers you did (or neglected to do) it to me.  Do 
go to the Newsletter of 19 February 2015 (Mr Michael McGirr’s 
section) where one can read the full text.

The Awards Assembly, where we honoured the Year 12 scholars 
of 2014 and formally badged the 2015 Prefects, was also an 
important community event.  Introducing our Guests of Honour 
I said –

This gathering is to my mind, one of the most important public 
events in our calendar. We assemble to recognise academic 
endeavour, which resulted in scholastic success. The prize 
winners here today all needed to add good amounts of diligence, 
academic inquisitiveness and native intelligence to achieve 
what they managed in the VCE. We rightly celebrate that 
they achieved this, while contributing to our community and 
supporting peers.

We assemble to recognise and inspire leadership. St Kevin’s 
thanks all those students who offered leadership, seen and 
unseen, in 2014. Today, we do single out some particularly 
generous and effective school leaders, praying that their example 
will inspire the senior three years of the College assembled. Our 
Prefect body of 2015 will receive their formal badge of office, 
accompanied by very public expectations that they will be active 
leaders for good in this community.

To inspire the Kevinians of 2014 and 2015, we have as our 
Guests of Honour men who did grace this school in their time 
here and whose words today and life journey thus far, may well 
have impact on the Kevinians they address.

Mr Andre Dao will present the academic awards. Andre came to 
SKC as a Year 9. His year level was the first Waterford year to 
inhabit Richmond Hill rather than Balaclava. He settled quickly, 
showing academic nimbleness and a willingness to involve 

himself across school life. He was Dux in 2005, an Edmund 
Rice Medal recipient, Subject Dux in English and Literature. A 
College Officer in his final year, Andre was Secretary of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society, outstanding service in which resulted 
in Full Colours. He was Deputy Captain of Debating, again, 
achieved Full Colours, played in the First Squash team, Opens 
Soccer and performed in the musical 42nd Street.

Post school, Andre completed a Bachelor of Arts with First Class 
Honours and his Bachelor of Laws with First Class Honours 
from the University of Melbourne. His passion and profession is 
writing. He is a writer of fiction and non-fiction. His work has 
appeared in a number of publications, including The Monthly, 
Meanjin, Going Down Swinging, Crikey, The New Philosopher, 
The Conversation as well as anthologies published by Oxford 
University Press, Penguin Australia and Wakefield Press.

Andre was the Editor-in-Chief of Right Now, a human rights 
media organisation, for five years before becoming Editor-at-
Large. In recognition of his work with Right Now, he was a 
finalist for the Australian Human Rights Commission’s Young 
People’s Medal in 2011.

In 2014 he was an AsiaLink Arts Resident, taking up a 
three-month residency with the Gioi Publishers in Hanoi. 
He is currently working on a novel based on the lives of his 
grandparents.

James Keogh will be presenting the Prefects with their badge of 
office.  In 2005, James was College Captain.  James journeyed 
from Year 5 at Glendalough to his final year as a Cusack man.  
James was a strong student in his early years and in Year 12 
shared the English Expression Prize and won the Alan Shelton 
Prize.  He played in the 1st XVIII, 2nds Tennis and in his final 
year, performed in the musical The Boyfriend.

After St Kevin’s, James completed an Arts/Law degree at Monash 
University, played football for Coburg and the Old Collegians 
and was a regular contributor to the College Student Leadership 
Camp.

His professional life as a musician, Vance Joy, has been so 
successful, the legal fraternity of Melbourne remain without his 
services.

James’ extensive concert program, nationally and internationally, 
sees him crisscrossing our nation and the globe.  When his song 
Riptide topped the TripleJ Hottest 100 Countdown in 2014, 
it was the first song to do so that was not part of an album.  
Riptide was also ARIA Song of the Year.  Dream Your Life 
Away, James’ current album, was released last September.  In 
2015, James is touring Australia before a wide range of concerts 
in America, prior to joining the Taylor Swift tour.  He knows 
where he will be for months ahead and we are so grateful to him 
for once again returning to SKC.

The class of 2005 were genuinely special to SKC and to me.  
They were remarkably collegial, they developed unpretentious, 
healthy and ongoing student/staff relationships, and they entered 
into school life with enthusiasm and en masse.  Their results 
were not surprisingly, therefore, among the best in the College’s 
ninety-seven years and their legacy will be enduring.  2005 also 
travelled alongside and nurtured my son for his ten years at St 
Kevin’s.

Front Cover:  Yr 12 student, Tom Norris, with Yr 1 student, Thomas Whitbread.



To the senior student leadership group of 2014, Andrew Borg, 
Thomas Appleby, David Fleming and Daniel Hussey, the 
College’s sincere thanks for a job well done.  Andrew, your 
generous to a fault support of your peers, your respect and public 
practice of your faith and your involvement in such a broad 
range of activities – cultural, sporting and social justice – was 
simply inspirational.

May I congratulate all academic prize winners, Edmund Rice 
Medallists and Leadership Award recipients from 2014 for 
continuation of a tradition of service above recognition, of 
actions rather than platitudes and support of our College and our 
values.

The Prefects who are formally installed today, have much to 
emulate and carry genuine responsibility for the well-being of this 
school.  In the Cathedral, Fr Uren challenged us all as to whether 
we would sit on the bench alongside Jesus the Homeless.  For 
our guests not in St Patrick’s Cathedral last Thursday, Fr Uren 
was referring to the life-sized, challenging, bronze sculpture 
of a homeless man stretched out on a park bench, shrouded 
in a blanket against the cold.  His feet are exposed.  Fr Uren 
explained why the piece is clearly Jesus the Homeless, as both of 
those exposed feet are pierced, the feet of the crucified.

Our leaders must find those in need of help in this community 
this year, and I pray, with their talent and personalities, that they 
will be men who continue to make a difference for good in the 
world for all the years with which they are blessed.  You have 
been blessed with much, consequently, a great deal will be asked 
of you.

In this edition of Omnia, I also wish to highlight some key 
information regarding our underpinning philosophy.  

You have heard me speak often of the Touchstones of an Edmund 
Rice School.  Perhaps you have noticed the artistically stunning 
pieces at each campus that place these values at the heart of our 
school.  The Touchstones of a Catholic Education in the Edmund 
Rice tradition are :

Liberating Education
We open hearts and minds, through quality 
teaching and learning experiences, so that 
through critical reflection and engagement each 
person is hope-filled and free to build a better 
world for all.

Gospel Spirituality
We invite all people into the story of Jesus and 
strive to make his message of compassion, justice 
and peace a living reality within our community.

 
Inclusive Community
Our community is accepting and welcoming, 
fostering right relationships and committed to 
the common good. 

 
Justice and Solidarity
We are committed to justice and peace for all, 
grounded in a spirituality of action and reflection 
that calls us to stand in solidarity with those who 
are marginalised and the Earth itself.

It is important that all in our community reflect on the 
significance of these Touchstones for our identity.  I plan to re-
introduce our broader community to the Touchstones by taking 
one and breaking it open using materials from EREA and our 
own experience.  

Through Liberating Education, we aim to open hearts and minds, 
through quality teaching and learning experiences so that via 
critical reflection and engagement, each person is hope-filled and 
free to build a better world for all.

We open hearts and minds

• To see that liberation of self leads us to be fully human and 
aware of the dignity of the other

• To broaden horizons and release imagination about our own 
potential and that of others

• To listen deeply to and be present to those who are made poor 
and who suffer oppression while critiquing the reasons for that 
poverty and oppression.

Through quality teaching and learning experiences

• Providing an education that is challenging, holistic and relevant

• Catering for the needs of students of all abilities or interests

• Giving all a chance to succeed.

L-R: Julian Guinane, Laurence Young, Fr Bill Uren, Jesse Outen,  
Mr Stephen Russell, Nicolas Alexiou

House Captains: Herb Fithall, Andrew Willett, Lucas Carrazzo,  
Mr Stephen Russell, Gabriel Smith, Bradley Jacka, Sean Lyon



So that through critical reflection and engagement

• Inviting students to grow in self-understanding

• Empowering them to question, analyse and critique

• Encouraging appropriate engagement in service, advocacy and 
action.

Each person is hope-filled and free

• Realising that there is always hope for a better future

• Recognising the power each has as an agent of change

• Seeing the potential and opportunity each situation brings.

To build a better world for all

• Denouncing structures that undermine empowerment, dignity 
and meaning

• Creating space for new insights and ideas about a just and 
peace-filled world

• Being co-creators of the Kingdom of God where love and 
acceptance are universal.

At St Kevin’s, our classrooms, our co-curricular, our relationships 
and our outlook on our wider world, are all informed on a daily 
basis by this first of our EREA Touchstones.

At the Parent Information Evenings and in the last weeks of 
term on Assemblies, I announced to the community that I would 
be using Term II for Enrichment Leave.  There was a range of 
emotions I detected on the faces of the various audiences but may 
I simply thank the many people who have generously wished me 
well and even gone as far as to say that my leave is well-deserved.

Allow me to share part of the plan.  My time will actually begin 
accompanying my wife and her mother and one of our daughters 
to the Loreto Federation in Ballarat.  I hope to be a decent 
driver, good dinner companion and an attentive ear to all that is 
discerned and discussed by this gathering of Loreto women.

Across the following three weeks, I will be assisting in Edmund 
Rice Flexible Learning Centres.  In each instance, I will essentially 
be working as a Teacher Aide or bus driver or general roustabout 
as I learn more about the culturally rich and diverse North 
Melbourne Flexi, and am taught about the culture and challenges 
of our indigenous Edmund Rice sisters and brothers in the Flexi 
Centres in Alice Springs and Townsville.  Realistically, I expect I 
will be challenged and rewarded.

Mid-May, Kate and I head to London where, on Friday 15 May, 
we will host an Old Collegians function.  If you know of any of 
our community in the UK, do get them to check the website or 
send Mr Kevin Culliver their email.  Visits to the schools with 
which we have links will follow, with time already booked at the 
London Oratory School, University College School, Felsted and 
the Royal Grammar School.

Some exercise will follow with a cycle through the Loire on 
the way to visit our sister school in Orleans.  Time in Florence 
and some rural relaxation will precede our reaching the final 
destination, Rome.  I am hoping my energy levels will be 
dangerously high when I return for the start of Term III, armed 
with some fresh ideas and recharged from our experiences and 
travel.

Mr Bill Doherty will be Acting Headmaster in my absence.  Ms 
Janet Canny and Mr Ted Guinane will hold the joint role of 
Acting Deputy Head with specifically delineated responsibilities.  
Mr Nick Clark will join the College Leadership Team for Term 
II.  It is a very capable team more than able of leading our 
community.

May all in our community celebrate Easter in a meaningful way, 
graced by the gift that is the Resurrection.  I look forward to 
seeing all at the start of Term III.

Omnia Pro Deo

Mr Stephen Russell 
Headmaster



Eucharistic Community

It is well known that St Kevin’s affirms 
family as of central importance to its 
community. This is expressed in so 
many ways, but there is no more special 
way than through the celebration of 
the Eucharist. The Year 7 Family Mass, 
celebrated by Fr Dom Murphy OP, was 
an opportunity for our community to 
‘live-out’ its values. For some families, 
this was the first time they had attended a 
celebration in the Chapel of St Kevin, and 
there was no better opportunity for these 
new members to be warmly welcomed 
into our community.

The youngest in our College family, the 
children of the Early Learning Centre, 
celebrated their Opening Eucharist at 
St Peter’s Church on 13 February led 
by the Parish Priest, Fr Brendan Hayes. 
Accompanied by their families, the 
youngsters celebrated in prayer their first 
steps of a 13 year journey through St 
Kevin’s College.

The Cathedral Mass at the start of 
the  school year for the entire College 
- Preps to Year 12 - is always a stirring 
event. At its heart is a celebration of our 
commitment to Christ and the vision 
of justice which comes from this. This 
year, Fr Bill Uren, the rector of Newman 
College, underlined the words of Jesus 
‘whatever you do to the least of my 
people, you do to me.’ Here is part of 
what he said:

At the end of 2015, ten months away 
now, you will inevitably ask yourselves 
whether it has been a good year at St 
Kevin’s. You will tot up successes and 
failures: “Academically, very good; 
sporting, outstanding; community service, 
getting better every year; culturally, art, 
theatre, music, choir, all very creative; 
socially, a very friendly school”. But all 
of these will only be a very partial index 
of what constitutes a successful year at St 
Kevin’s. The full index you won’t know 
until twenty or twenty five years down 
the track when you have consolidated 
the advantages you have gained from 
attending St Kevin’s ... 

Then ask yourselves: Do you actually ever 
in person feed the hungry, alleviate the 
pangs of the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 
clothe the naked, visit the sick and those 
in prison?

Each Friday morning of the school term, 
Mass is celebrated in the Chapel of St 
Kevin for students, staff and families - for 
it is in breaking bread together that we 
find the heart of our community.



RESULTS AWARDS
In mid-December of 2014, the VCAA and VTAC 
released our students’ Study Scores and ATARs for the 
Year 12 cohort. St Kevin’s had another strong academic 
performance, particularly at the upper end. Annually, we 
have much to celebrate about the boys’ achievements. 
Of course, the principle purpose of the boys’ studying 
hard and achieving well throughout Year 12 and in their 
VCE Examinations is to be rewarded with an ATAR that 
will ultimately see them enter the tertiary course of their 
choice. It was pleasing to note that all boys who sought a 
tertiary course were offered a place. Our staff in the Careers 
Department do a wonderful job to ensure that all boys are 
catered for once ATARs are released and the VTAC makes 
its first and second round offers.  

Some achievements from 2014 worth noting are as follows:

the median ATAR was 84;

22% of raw Study Scores were 40 or higher;

34% of boys were in the top 10% of Victoria, with an 
ATAR of 90 or higher;

57% of boys were in the top 20% of Victoria, with an 
ATAR of 80 or higher;

17 boys achieved a perfect Study Score of 50 across a range 
of eight Studies; and,

7 boys achieved a perfect Study Score of 50 in English, 
which was the most perfect Study Scores in English in 
Victoria.

Class of 2014 Year 12 Tertiary Field of Education 
Destinations

Dux of College, Charles Prior, with his parents

Benedict Teoh and his parents David Donnoli and his parents

College captain 2014, Andrew Borg, with his mother



AWARDS
Br Purton Accounting Prize James Walker
Br Chapman Biology Prize Daniel Castellana
The Business Management Prize Benedict Burgess
 James Papadopulos
The Br Kenny Chemistry Prize Macgregor Matthews
The Design & Technology Prize James Sharman
The Economics Prize John Hajek
The J P Bourke English Expression Prize Victor Choy
 Liam Fitzpatrick
 John Hajek
 Daniel Hussey
 Charles Prior
 Christopher Skliros
 Andrew Webb
The Br Cusack French Prize John Hajek
The Bishop Eric Perkins Prize for Further 
Mathematics Corey Hogan
The Br Tevlin Geography Prize Ryan Losty
The Global Politics Prize Patrick Fitzgerald
The Br Rahill History: Australian Prize Darcy Fitzgerald
The History : Revolutions Prize Joseph Micallef
The Neville Gaven Prize for Information 
Technology – Applications Patrick Simkiss
The Information Technology - Software 
Development Prize Ciaran Shaw
The Japanese Prize Darcy Fitzgerald
The Br Hughes Legal Studies Prize James Papadopulos
 Anthony Tran
The Donald Hamilton Rankin Prize for 
Literature James Huang
 James Macaronas
The Mathematical Methods Prize Victor Choy
The Mandarin Prize Benedict Teoh
The Music Performance Solo Prize Sonny Li
The Physical Education Prize Jake Victor
The Dr Edward Ryan Psychology Studies 
Prize Isaac Leeson
The Dr McKenna Physics Prize Charles Prior
The Br Marlow Prize for Specialist 
Mathematics Charles Prior
The Br Duffy Studio Arts Prize Christopher Skliros
The Br Breach Theatre Studies Prize James Macaronas
The Visual Communication and Design 
Prize Lachlan J McDonald
Year 12 Academic Excellence Awards William Bao
 Darcy Bolton
 Benedict Burgess
 David Donnoli
 Patrick Fitzgerald
 John Hajek
 Daniel Hussey
 James Papadopulos
 Christopher Skliros
The Victor McMahon Performing Arts 
Award Charles Prior
The Ruby Tout Public Speaking Award Christopher Skliros
Nettlefold Champion Sportsman Award Joshua Taylor
The Frank McDonough Award for 
Courage & Perseverance Daniel Hussey
Edmund Rice Medal Benedict Burgess
 Victor Choy
 Thomas Montgomerie
 Nicholas Myrtle
 Benedict Teoh
Headmaster’s Award Thomas Appleby
 Daniel Hussey
The Ken Ogilvie Memorial Prize David Fleming
Proxime Accessit Victor Choy
Dux of the College Charles Prior

The Alan Shelton Memorial Prize Andrew Borg

 There are many significant College events that take place in the 
first four weeks or so of Term One each year. One of those is 
our Awards Assembly, which is traditionally combined with the 
investiture of the College Prefects. 

It was wonderful to be able to hear from our Guest Speakers, both 
of whom were wonderful achievers in their own right as students 
of the College, and both of whom spoke in inspiring and engaging 
fashion to the staff, boys and invited guests at the Assembly. 
James Keogh was College Captain in 2005; and, Andre Dao was 
College Dux in the same year. Both men addressed the Years 10 to 
12 students, as well as our academic achievers from 2014. It was 
decidedly fitting for Andre to present last year’s academic award 
winners with their prizes. 

The College extends its congratulations to all of these students 
– past and present – for their outstanding achievement in the 
academic arena of the College. The College offers its appreciation 
and gratitude to the staff of all students, and especially to those 
teachers who took on the extra responsibility of teaching Year 
12 classes in 2014: their dedication and commitment to the VCE 
students is unquestionable. St Kevin’s looks forward to seeing its 
2015 cohort achieve their potential so that their futures, whether at 
university or elsewhere, will be realised. 

James Papadopulos and his parents

Dux of College 2005, Andre Dao College Captain 2005, James Keogh



 

Ruby Tout Theatre, St Kevin’s Heyington campus
7pm 10, 11, 12 March 2015

St Kevin’s College / Sacré Cœur Year 10 Play

Charles Dickens’
Great Expectations

Adapted by Bathsheba Doran

Produced by special arrangement with
Playscripts, Inc. (www.playscripts.com)

The 2015 season of Productions commenced with the well complemented 
pairing of a classic drama and a timeless comedy.

Year 10 boys joined forces with the girls from Sacré Cœur to present a 
dramatisation of treasured Charles Dickens’ novel Great Expectations. The 
concise adaptation had been very well written so as to include as many incidents 
and characters from the epic novel, and also to effectively deliver the morals and 
theme of the story. 

To divide the load of the large leading character of Pip, two actors shared the 
role. Morgan Reinwald gave a sprightly performance as Young Pip, taking him 
through meeting the escaped convict Magwitch and his time with eccentric Miss 
Havisham and her pretty young ward, Estella. Talented actor, Patrick Gigacz, 
then assumed the role of Older Pip, as the young man came into money and 
made his way in London. 

Character roles were very well played. A couple of highlights included Damian 
Russo as merry Mr Pumblechook, and Samuel Collins, who made a strong 
contrast between Magwitch as a desperate convict and the later incarnation of 
Magwitch as a society gentleman.



St Kevin’s College / Sacré Cœur Year 11-12 Play

The Love of Three Oranges

by Hillary DePiano 

Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. (www.playscripts.com)

Ruby Tout Theatre, St Kevin’s Heyington campus
7pm 17, 19, 20 March 2015

A week later, a large cast of Years 11 and 12 students from St Kevin’s and Sacré Cœur 
brought the time-honoured art of commedia dell’arte roaring back to life with The 
Love of Three Oranges.

College Captain Laurence Young was in fine form as the petulant Prince Tartaglia, 
a lovable royal who first needed to learn to laugh, then went on a quest for the 
love of three oranges. Mark Cluning gave a confident performance as beleaguered 
Silvio, King of Hearts. Charlie Woods stole the show a couple of times as the cynical 
Pantalone. Tom Bailey as Truffaldino was excellent.

Our guides on the journey back to a different form of comedy were Narrators 
Brynach Rolfe and Tomasz Emerson, a versatile pair who had to warm up the crowd, 
drive the plot and occasionally take part in the action themselves. 

During Term One, rehearsals have also been underway for a range of projects in Term 
Two. St Kevin’s and Loreto will present Year 7-9 musical Hairspray Jr, Years 10-12 
Korowa and St Kevin’s will go back to the 1950s with Grease, and Years 11-12 St 
Catherine’s and St Kevin’s students will stage the frenetic  farce The 39 Steps.
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VALETE: 

HARDY, Walter Davis OBE (‘28) 
08/01/2015

STONEY,  John David (‘44)  
12/03/2015

FRY, Raymond Percival (‘45)   
31/10/14

SHIEL, Br Gerald  Francis cfc  (‘48)  
6/1/2015

GAMEL, Kevin William (‘53)  
05/11/2014

CAREW, William Francis Joseph (‘57) 
19/02/2015

STEELE, Basil Ian (‘60)  
23/12/2014

ULEHLA, Roger John (‘83)  
22/07/2013

SKEHAN, Jerome (‘02)  
28/12/2014

Presentation by Haileybury 
Headmaster Mr David 
Bradshaw and Captain Russell 
Sincock to SKC Captain 
Howard Kirsch of the ball 
commemorating the bowling of 
the first delivery at Keysborough 
March 19 1965.

Mike Wallace (‘62) and Howard Kirsch (‘65) 
present the commemorative cricket ball to 
the College

CRICKET Memorabilia

The St Kevin’s Old Collegian’s’ Association congratulate the 
College’s First XI on winning the 2015 APS Cricket Premiership.

Recently we were very grateful to receive a visit from Captain 
of Cricket in 1965, Howard Kirsch, and fellow First XI player 
Mike Wallace (‘62). They have donated a treasure trove of cricket 
memorabilia including newspaper articles, photographs, copies of 
the St Kevin’s Sports Magazine and a commemorative mounted 
cricket ball given to Howard in 1965.

The ball is most significant in this the 50th year since matches were 
played at Haileybury, Keysborough. It was presented to Howard 
by the Headmaster of Haileybury in March 1965 as he had bowled 
the very first ball ever on the new cricket oval. In 2015, the ball 
travelled to Keysborough to mark this 50th anniversary with 
Teacher in Charge of Cricket, Mr John Davenport (‘70), and in a 
turnaround from 1965, SKC won the match this year. Although 
we have won six Cricket Premierships since 1989, the team that 
Howard and Mike played with in 1962, came nervously close to 
winning the first – they were second by a mere 0.2 of a point on 
the ladder having been held out by Brighton Grammar in the last 
match to not win that game outright. (see the newspaper article 
here)

It was music to their ears in 2015 to hear of the successes this year.

Newspaper articles on the scores from 1962 when the team did 
not gain outright points and were second on the ladder by 0.2 
of a point. Note the name Mark Coleridge, now Archbishop of 
Brisbane

St Kevin’s Old Collegians’ Association

extends a warm invitation to all Old Kevinians to the

69th Annual Dinner

Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club

Glenferrie Road, Kooyong

Friday 12 June 2015  

7pm for 7.30pm

Dress: Lounge suit

Tickets: $115 for two course dinner and drinks

Bookings: only accepted online at  
www.trybooking.com/HHMA

Youth discount price for classes 2010 – 2014 is $85.00 – enter word 
‘youth’ in discount code on payment page and press ‘Apply’ button. 

Holy Orders Priests and Brothers enter word ‘Orders’ for a 50% 
discount.

RSVP and booking site closure:  
5 June 2015

Parking on Club grounds is not permitted. Spaces are available in the 
carpark opposite the Club entrance on Glenferrie Road.

For further enquiries, please contact Mr Kevin Culliver (’78), 
Executive Officer 

 culliverk@stkevins.vic.edu.au or tel: 9832 4974



REUNIONS:

1975
Class of 1975 40th Reunion

Elgin Inn
75 Burwood Road

Hawthorn
Friday 27 November 2015  

Please save the date and make an effort to 
come along! The date coincides with end 

of exams in 1975!

Organizing committee welcomes new 
members to join Rod Carne, Sandy Lodge, 
Andrew Tsindos, Stephen Prior, Eric Noel 

and James Breheny. Contact by email - 
sandyl@asltennis.com

1990
Silver Jubilee - 25 Year Reunion 

Friday 22 May 2015
Yak Bar

150 Flinders Lane Melbourne 
5.30pm to late

RVSP by the 15 May 2015 

John Paul Whitbread – 0419880434  
johnpaul@whitbread.com.au

Tim McCarthy – 0407188876

Julian Fogarty - jnfogarty@kpmg.com.au 

Entertainment arranged by Andrew Brown

2000
David Makohon is keen to hear 
from fellow 2000 Kevinians to 

arrange a 15 Year Reunion – contact 
david.n.makohon@nab.com.au

2010
Class of 2010

Monday 14 September

Smith Hall Foyer 6.00pm – 8.00pm

2014
1st Year Reunion - Class of 2014

Tuesday 19 May 2015
SKC Pavilion
Neat Casual

5.30pm - 7.30pm

RSVP by Tuesday 12 May 2015  
Please call Kevin Culliver on 9832 4974 
email old-collegians@stkevins.vic.edu.au

2015
Golden Jubilarians Assembly

Monday 4 May 2015
Smith Hall

10.20am Assembly

Followed by morning tea and tours.  
Wives and partners very welcome. 

RSVP: culliverk@stkevins.vic.edu.au 

old-collegians@stkevins.vic.edu.au 

Archives:

Peter Hede (‘82) kindly 
dropped in some examples 
of  St Kevin’s life in the 
seventies. The calendar was a 
simpler folded card then and 
the House Athletics was a 
colourful day with the ribbons 
for all fluttering in the breeze.

We gratefully receive any item depicting life at the College during its history

LATEST SIGHTINGS:

Steve Nolan (‘72) was last seen stepping 
across Spain. He was walking the Camino. 

Nicholas Marchesani (‘98) and his wife, 
Sarah, welcomed their firstborn on 25 
September 2014. Just days from the 
Grand Final, Nick was sweating but Sarah 
assured him all would be well. A son - and 
a Hawthorn Premiership. Life doesn’t 
get any better than this! They’ve named 
their son Jimmy Francesco - after Nick’s 
granfather Jim and father, Frank, a Past 
President of the SKC Fathers’ Association.

Lachlan Cowlishaw (‘01) was married in 
a Garden Wedding at Colac, in December 
2014, followed by a Reception at a local 
winery.  Lachlan (pictured far right) was 
supported by his SKC mates - (L-R) David 
Hislop (‘01), Farris Derrij (‘01), Simon 
Barker (‘01) and his uncle, SKC Visual 
Communications teacher, Bill Spierings. 
Another friend, Peter Aston (01), provided 
the music for the happy occasion.

SKOCA Association Dates 2015

Monday 4 May 

Golden Jubilarians Assembly – Class of 
1965 and all earlier.

Tuesday 19 May 

Class of 2014 Reunion – 5.30pm 
Pavilion 

Friday June 12  

SKOCA Annual Dinner – 7.00pm 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club

Saturday 25 July 

Western District Lunch at Steve 
Coleman’s Quoin Hill Vineyard

Monday 14 September 

Class of 2010 Reunion – 6.00pm Smith 
Hall Foyer 

Wednesday 4 November 

SKOCA Eucharist for Deceased Old 
Collegians – 7.30pm Chapel

Wednesday 11 November 

SKOCA AGM – 6.30pm Brandon Room

Friday 13 November 

 APS Past Students Golf at Royal 
Melbourne

Friday 11 December 

St Kevin’s Old Boys Community Golf 
Day – Spring Valley Golf Club



Building a future

The Agora

New buildings and renovated spaces are always welcome 
additions to the teaching and learning fabric of any school. Over 
the Christmas break, parts of Level 5 of the Kearney Building 
were transformed to cater for the College’s Science curriculum. 
Equally exciting, though, is the innovation that has been 
named the Agora. In Ancient Greece, the Agora was the chief 
marketplace of Athens and the centre of the city’s civic life. It was 
also a place where a popular political assembly would meet. In its 
simplest terms, an agora was a public square. 

At each of the Parent Information Evenings earlier this year, 
the Headmaster showed photographs of, and spoke about, the 
Agora. It is a 60-seat lecture theatre, which has been digitally and 
technologically wired to accommodate national and international 
speakers to address the students who might be using the space. 

As early as the beginning of Term One, the Agora has housed 
guest speakers for a range of Year 12 classes; paired classes 
when these classes are timetabled on at the same time to allow 
for team-teaching; DAV Debating; after-school lectures for the 
Year 12 and VCE students; and after-school teacher meetings. To 
complement the larger space, immediately next to the Agora is a 
smaller tutorial room, where boys may break out from the 

lecture theatre to hold supplementary discussions or to complete 
additional work in relation to any initial presentations given. 
In many ways, much like the Albert Street Study Centre for the 
Year 12 boys, the Agora will do much to keep bridging the gap 
between secondary and tertiary education, which is so important 
for many of our students as they move between the different 
learning environments. 

The Refurbished Science Laboratories

Starting 2015 in the fully refurbished, state of the art science 
laboratories on Level 5 of Kearney Building has been very bright 
and cheerful. These rooms have been completely modernised 
to the same specifications as the purpose-built Kearney West 
Science area. Our students really appreciate the wonderful science 
facilities they now have to explore their scientific interests as the 
following testimonials illustrate:

“Studying science in a modern spacious environment is great. It 
has definitely sparked my interest in science and has inspired me 
to want to learn more.”- Massimo Acquaro (Yr 8)

“I love the new labs, not just because of the new interior and 
benches, but the brand new equipment.” - Patrick Croagh (Yr 8)

Playground for Preps

The classroom isn’t the only place our youngest Collegians have 
the opportunity to stretch their imaginations. Soccer players, 
orangutans, pirates, horticulturalists, engineers and acrobats 
are all kept well entertained thanks to Glendalough’s newly 
renovated Prep Playground. 

The existing adventure playground equipment has been expanded 
and now features a spiral slide, climbing wall and tunnel.  This 
provides the perfect setting for the various grand and imaginative 
adventures had by many a Prep boy at lunchtime. A sandpit, 
that rivals the Sahara in terms of size, keeps little hands and 
minds engaged as they plan the subterranean cities of the future.  
Budding horticulturalists flex their green thumbs in the fertile 
soils of the veggie garden planter boxes.  Perhaps soon their 
parents will be sampling the fruits of their labours.  The hallowed 
(astro) turf has already been graced by the Cahills and Ronaldos 
of the future. Better start building those trophy cabinets! And 

there are plenty of shaded quiet spots for those who simply want 
to sit, watch, reflect or chat with a new friend.   

The two Prep classes come together on the playground and 
friendships are forged. It’s heartening to see these young boys 
work together, solve problems, help each other and develop 
resilience and social skills on a daily basis. Those who’ve 
observed the Prep boys in action agree that this playground will 
be the stage for the beginning of many long friendships that may 
extend far beyond these boys’ next 13 years at St Kevin’s.  



Walter Davis Hardy OBE

06/01/1911 – 08/01/2015

“Shanghai to Point Cook Sky High” could 
well be the title given to a screenplay on 
the life of Walter Davis Hardy OBE (‘28). 
In essence he was a humble, hardworking 
man, the sort of man St Kevin’s College 
can be proud of. 

Walter was born in the International 
Settlement of Shanghai to loving parents 
Herbert and Lillian (nee Hudson) Hardy.   
Walter grew up adventuring into China 
along the rivers, where few westerners 
had ever been. He was schooled in French 
at the Ecole Municipal and excelled in 
all subjects, not least of all languages.  
Herbert Hardy was an engineer and 
was in China building the Shanghai Gas 
Works. Walter had a love of learning and 
a willingness to seek, enquire and solve 
with a tenacity that was the envy of many. 
During his life, his homes were decorated 
with memorabilia of the China he had 
grown up in.

In the mid-1920s, the Hardys suffered 
tragedy in the death separately of Walter’s 
brother and then his father, which saw 
Mrs Hardy migrate to Victoria and send 
Walter to the Christian Brothers’ College, 
East Melbourne. St Kevin’s Central 
College, for the academic elite, was still 
housed in buildings on the East Melbourne 
site where Walter completed his Leaving 
Honours in 1928 and was named equal 
top of the State in mathematics. 

His belief in the benefits of this knowledge 
and passing on this love of learning 
through teaching saw him gain a teaching 
bursary and a placement at only 18 
years as a student teacher. At this time he 
enlisted in the Australian Militia Forces 
and commenced studies at the University 
of Melbourne. Walter was awarded 
a Bachelor of Science, a Bachelor of 
Education and Master of Arts.

While courting his future wife, Eileen 
Derry, he was sent to central Victoria to 
teach at Shepparton High School and took 
a lodging room at the Terminus Hotel.  
Eileen remained in Melbourne, so Walter, 
who never let 195 kilometres stand in 
his way, purchased the family-famous, 
Panther motorcycle to bone jar his way 
every weekend on the dirt roads that led 
between Melbourne and Shepparton to 
visit her. 

When the world plunged into war in 
1939, Walter enlisted in the RAAF 
and was utilised in air crew training. 
There are many theories as to why 
St Kevin’s produced so many RAAF 
Officers but perhaps the high level of 
academic knowledge required gave an 
indication that St Kevin’s would be 
highly represented. After the war and a 
stint in New Guinea, Walter was part 
of a worldwide innovation in military 
training. This embraced the newest 
concepts of leadership training, technology 
implementation and broad education for 
military personnel. Specialised military 
academies, with the depth and breadth 
of a tertiary degree standard included, 
were seen to be the best way forward. 
Australia’s Air Force officers were to be 
trained at Point Cook in Victoria (RAAF 
College). 

Walter first went to Point Cook in 1947 
and, at the rank of Squadron Leader, 
resigned from the RAAF in 1948 to take 
up a position of Senior Lecturer at the 
newly, formed RAAF College. Eventually, 
he gained the necessary links with the 
University of Melbourne that saw RAAF 
Academy graduates granted full degrees. 
The fourth year was filled with aviation 
topics to provide a Bachelor in Science 
as well as the Officer qualification (often 
this was as a Pilot). The words of that first 
College charter rang true to Walter as he 
endeavoured to create out the College as 
a premier training academy  – ‘to mould 
a cadet who will be able and efficient, 
eager to serve, devoted to duty, energetic, 
honourable, ready to lead, strong, 
courageous and loyal’ . Walter overcame 
the politics, the detractors and pioneered 

the balance of civil and service training in 
the curriculum, which saw the real benefits 
in the following decades once its graduates 
moved up through the ranks.  He oversaw 
the infrastructure the academy needed, 
as well ensuring it had the facilities equal 
and better than any other, including a 
supersonic wind tunnel for training well 
before they became common.

Walter held several titles at Point Cook 
from 1947. Besides being Education 
Officer and Head of Applied Science, he 
was also Director of Studies (1954-60) 
and Warden (1961–76).  During his thirty 
years of association, Walter oversaw 28 
graduate groups. In 1986 in Australia, six 
of the eight Air Vice Marshalls and twelve 
of the twenty-one Air Commodores were 
Point Cook graduates.

Retirement brought on many years 
of enjoyment in travel, gardening, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
At every turn, Walter revelled in pursuing 
knowledge, imparting it to all who would 
listen and, being a Kevinian, sought more 
and more from life’s opportunities. Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth  II, bestowed an 
Order of the British Empire upon Walter 
in 1960 in recognition of his dedicated 
and distinguished service to the RAAF 
College. Eileen passed away in 1986 and, 
in his final years, he lived in a retirement 
home in Brighton and welcomed the 
cavalcade of family, friends and respectful 
appreciative past students with interest, 
charm and enthusiasm. Walter passed 
away on 8 January just two days after his 
104th birthday.

 Walter’s past students held him in the 
highest esteem and many attended his 
funeral to pay their respects. One of 
the eulogies was delivered by Air Vice 
Marshal Ted Radford AO, and he said, 
“When one considers the impact and 
influence that he had over those 28 
courses, in which he dedicated himself to 
the development, and thus the lives and 
careers, of those young impressionable 
Australians, straight out of high school, 
aspiring to be the Air Force’s future 
leaders, Walter Hardy was undoubtedly 
one of the true and great ‘fathers’ of the 
Royal Australian Airforce”. 

The more modern reflection on what a St 
Kevin’s College immersion can bring and 
what a Kevinian could aspire to is ‘fullness 
of life’. Walter, who started in Shanghai 
and made Point Cook Sky High did just 
that – lived a full life.



College Captain’s message

The long tradition of choral music at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral goes back to the 
middle of the 19th Century.  However, 
the present Cathedral Choir was founded 
in 1939, when the Vienna Mozart Boys 
Choir became stranded in Australia 
at the outbreak of war. Some 59 years 
later, in 1996, St Kevin’s entered into a 
special partnership with the Cathedral, 
welcoming scholarship winners into the 
College and providing them with their 
formal schooling from Year 5 to Year 12. 
This year, then, marks the 20th anniversary 
of a very fruitful and creative partnership.  

However, 2015 also marks the first year 
in which a St Kevin’s staff member holds 
the position of Choir Director. Dr Daryl 
Barclay, also Head of Choral Music at 
St Kevin’s, is in now charge of the 50 
student choristers and four adult members 

who sing regularly on Sunday mornings in 
the Cathedral at the 11.00am Solemn Mass. 
They also sing at other major services in the 
Cathedral, including ordinations, and the 
services of Christmas, Holy Week and Easter.

To mark the 20th anniversary of 
collaboration, the Headmaster, Mr Stephen 
Russell, with the blessing of the Cathedral 
Dean, Fr John Salvano, organised for a 
special badge to be struck which has since 
been presented to the choristers to remind 
them of their history and to celebrate a highly 
productive partnership.

Dr Barclay, Archbishop Hart and Mr Russell, 
pictured with the six Year 5 choristers who joined 
the Cathedral Choir this year: L-R Jamie Stefanec, 
Fernando Carlos, Peter Mulqueeny, Ivan Ljubicic, 
Liam Gibson-Bourke and Blake Armstrong.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir at St Kevin’s – a 20 Year Partnership

The term ‘time flies 
when you’re having 
fun’ is a phrase 
that comes to mind 
when attempting to 
overview the first 
term of 2015 at St 
Kevin’s. Although 
some boys may 
question the use of 
the word ‘fun’, no 

Kevinian can deny that the eight weeks that have just passed, 
have flown. Personally, I believe that this occurs due to the simple 
fact that a St Kevin’s boy is always busy. Fresh-faced Year 7s, 
entering the Heyington gates for the first time, would definitely 
have encountered a mountain of A4 sheets to help them become 
familiarised with the College’s busy way of life. In contrast, the 
Year 12s are now experienced participants in ‘playing the game’ 
at St Kevin’s, preparing for our end of year exams from day one. 

So, what exactly have the young men been doing?

The boys in the senior years have opened up their social justice 
portfolios for 2015, with St Kevin’s boys found at St Mary’s 
House of Welcome in Brunswick, St Alban’s for tutoring and 
in Richmond playing soccer with under privileged kids. It is 
imperative that St Kevin’s students are taken out of their ‘bubble’ 
in Toorak, to become exposed to the hardships other people in 
our community face. 

St Kevin’s sportsmen have experienced great success, attaining 
Premierships in Cricket, Diving, Squash and Touch Rugby. 

The SKC stage has hosted two performances that have 
successfully entertained audiences; the productions also give 
an insight into the hard work the Drama Department invests, 
transferring the scripts to stage life in a matter of weeks. 

Whilst studying for SACs, to be held at the end of Term One, I 
took a break to indulge in Monty Python’s satirical depiction of 
King Arthur and his quest in The Holy Grail. Taking a few hours 
to move away from study reminds me that no matter what age or 
stage of life, it is important we take time to relax and laugh. 

The “farcical aquatic ceremony” described as the means of 
electing a leader in The Holy Grail, varies significantly to 
that undertaken at St Kevin’s. The student leadership body is 
appointed after a Year 12 student vote, staff vote and a leadership 
camp. The Deputy College Captains, supported by the College 
Prefects and Officers have made a tremendous start to the year, 
providing junior and senior boys with a range of activities for 
lunchtime entertainment. This is combined with playing host to 
various parent and family functions held in Term One.

The start of the year has moved swiftly because of the demands 
made of us in the academic, community and sporting spheres. 
Let us remember to embrace the opportunities we are given and 
appreciate every moment we have at school. 

Laurence Young

College Captain, Laurence Young, with his parents



Spirit of ANZAC Award

Star Camp 2014

Each year, the Victorian Government – specifically, the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet – holds its Spirit of ANZAC Competition. Students 
in Years 9 and 10 from around Victoria are invited by the Premier’s 
Department to write an essay or story, or to create an audio or audio-
visual response to the question, How does the spirit of ANZAC relate to 
the lives of Australians to-day, and how do we want the legacy to remain 
into the future? 

Only twelve students in the State are successful in securing a Spirit of 
ANZAC Award, and this year, for the third year in a row, a St Kevin’s 
College student was one of these recipients. Later in the year, Year 10 
student, Patrick Daly, will travel to Greece, France, Belgium and Turkey 
to celebrate and mark the occasion of the Centenary of the Gallipoli 
landing. As part of his prize, Patrick was presented with his Award at 
Queen’s Hall in Parliament House in early February and, at one of our 
Headmaster’s Assemblies, Mr Russell presented him with an Excellence 
Award for his outstanding efforts in front of the staff and students of the 
Heyington campus.

Star Camp gives Year 12 students from St 
Kevin’s, Genazzano, Sacre Coeur, Xavier and 
Scotch Colleges, and Loreto Mandeville Hall 
the life-changing and rare chance to care for 
a child with special needs over an extended 
weekend.  The Sony Foundation, KPMG and 
the schools sponsor the Camp, which was 
held in December 2014 at Xavier College. 

The Year 12 students were supported by a 
dedicated team of medically trained parents, 
who volunteered their time and expertise, 
along with teachers and staff from the 
participating schools. The students were 
paired together and assigned to care for 
a specific camper for the weekend. The 
students quickly adapted to and mastered 
the challenges and joys that come with 
caring for a child with special needs. The 
campers and volunteers share in many fun 
activities. Some of the activities enjoyed last 
year were: swimming, petting zoos, jumping 
castle, face painting, discos and arts and 
crafts. 

Through Star Camp, the parents, carers and 
siblings of the campers can gain some much- 
needed, and welcome respite. The campers 
ranged in age and had a diverse variety of 
different abilities, including Autism and 
Down Syndrome. 

Every year, St Kevin’s boys give up some of 
their holidays to serve others. The Camp 
gives our students the opportunity to care 
for people with disabilities, as well as extend 
their personal experiences, learn more 
about themselves and challenge their own 
capabilities. Macgregor Matthews, Nicholas 
Chalmers, Joseph Beadell and Riley Beven 
were some of the St Kevin’s students who 
participated in Star Camp 2014, and each 
gained invaluable experience from this 
opportunity.

Patrick Daly receives his ANZAC Award from 
Victorian Premier, Mr Daniel Andrews



The highlight of the Summer Sports season has undoubtedly 
been the performance of the First XI Cricket team with their 
Premiership in the APS competition. Led by Joshua Boehm and 
coached by Mr Shane Schottner, the team won all of their games 
– the first SKC Cricket team to have gone through a season 
undefeated. Critical games were against Scotch College (win by 
one wicket), Haileybury (dismissing our opponents with only 23 
deliveries left) and the victory over 2014 Premiers and second- 
placed Geelong Grammar in the second last round. Individual 
highlights were undoubtedly Sebastian Scanlon’s 118 not out 
against Carey Grammar, and the keeping of Liam Mahoney 
behind the stumps. Liam’s 108 not out against Wesley also 
included him carrying his bat through the innings. This was the 
College’s sixth Cricket Premiership after 1989, 1991, 1992, 2001, 
and 2013. It was a fitting way for Mr John Davenport to farewell 
his role as TIC of the sport after 33 years in that position.

Our Swimmers were again outstanding in the APS Carnival with a 
second place for the second successive year to Caulfield Grammar. 
David Schlicht was the outstanding performer with an APS record 
in the Open 100m Breaststroke despite being Under 16, and 
he anchored the U-16 4 x 50m and 4 x 50m Medley Relays to 
victory and APS Records.

Our Divers were brilliant with nine wins and one second from the 

ten event diving programme. This was SKC’s sixth year in a row 
as the Premier Diving school in the APS.

Cycling became the College’s newest Summer Sport and quickly 
established itself as a successful addition to the activity offerings. 
Mr Peter Mitchell as TIC and Julian Guinane as Captain led this 
sport which has rapidly gained community popularity. The team 
finished second in the VCSA competition.

Table Tennis has had one of its most successful seasons ever with 
a Third placing with a young team, which augurs well for the 
future.

The Head of the River Regatta was held in blustery conditions 
at Nagambie with our First VIII  qualifying strongly for the A 
Final and narrowly missing Third place to finish a respectable 
Fifth in the final. The 9A Quad provided the highlight of the day 
with a hard fought victory. The crew of Andrew Seaton, Alastair 
Richards, Christopher Johnson, Lachlan O’Shea, and Anthony 
Sinni had been undefeated all season.

Despite having strong Rugby over the years, our Touch Football 
teams have struggled in the Summer months. This year, SKC’s 
Firsts Touch team have broken through to win the schools 
premiership with an 8 to 4 victory over Haileybury in the Grand 
Final.

Three Summer Premierships

House Swimming

The House Swimming Carnivals were outstanding events. Kenny 
House was the dominant team, winning the Junior (Years 7, 
8, 9) competition, the Senior (Years 10, 11, 12) Dunphy Cup 
competition, and the Overall (Years 7 to 12) Butcher Cup 
competition.  The Individual Championship races saw some 
keenly contested events with the winners being Jake Patterson 

(Cusack) Year 7, James Carrazzo (Rahill) Year 8, Ryland Brien 
(Kenny) Year 9, David Schlicht (Kenny) Year 10, Michael Hester 
(Kearney) Year 11, and Cameron Howard (Kearney) and Lucas 
Carrazzo (Rahill) tying at Year 12.  Final Points in the Butcher 
Cup were : 1st Kenny 1966; 2nd Cusack 1709; 3rd Purton 1652; 4th 
McCarthy 1627; 5th Rahill 1606; 6th Kearney 1564.


