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Front Cover: 

Headmaster’s Message

OMNIA
PRO

DEO

The final examinations day is underway as I pen these lines for 
Omnia. Reports and VCE results will soon tell one part of our 
boys’ journey this year. Academics are ‘front and centre’ of what 
we do, but, all know they are but part of the story of a boy’s 
growth at school and, properly, an even smaller part of who the 
man is in toto.

Reflecting across 2016, we have seen so much growth in boys’ 
character and their refinement of an inner moral compass, which 
will influence them to find their ‘true north’ at school, within 
family and in the broader community. St Kevin’s is a faith school.  
Our deepest learning occurs when our community hears the 
Gospel message and acts upon that message. It is why we place 
so much effort and so many resources into our social justice 
projects across all year levels. The maturity and impact of the six 
House Social Justice Partnerships, when combined with the Year 
10 Community Service Program, means every senior student is 
influenced by this important aspect of College life.

We are always looking to refresh and expand how we teach 
leadership to our boys. Recently, I have appointed the great 
majority of Captains and Deputy Captains for Sports and 
Activities for 2017. Prior to each appointment, I seek information 
from, and speak with, the Senior Coach and the Teacher in 
Charge. The nomination is then discussed at a College Leadership 
Team meeting where a boy’s SKC history is examined on the 
screen in my office. The final stage is an interview in my office, 
where the responsibilities are clearly laid out before the nominee, 
and it is emphatically established that he understands his 
responsibilities for his particular activity and increased role model 
responsibility across the school. Only then is a position confirmed.

On Sunday 27 November, 48 Year 11 boys, 10 past leaders, the 
Deputy Headmaster, Director of Students, Dean of Faith, Dean 
of Senior School, Dean of Student Wellbeing and the Headmaster 
head off for three days together at camp, to learn about leadership 
and one another. This camp is but one section of our leadership 
selection and training for Prefects and Officers. Let me take you 
on the full journey. Some weeks ago, this year’s College Captain 
and the three Deputies, addressed Year 11 regarding what they 
saw as the attributes of a fine SKC leader. Boys then broke into 
House groups to unpack and discuss the points raised.

Two days later, I addressed Year 11, giving them my thoughts on 
effective servant leadership. The boys then (electronically) advised 
me who they thought, among their peers, could serve the College 
well in 2017.

After gathering this data and holding conversations with each 
House Head, I convened the College Leadership Team and 75 
boys were selected to have a CV prepared by Mrs Pauine Ryan, 
which I then presented at a full secondary staff meeting. Staff 
gave me their views on leadership for 2017. Armed with both 
sets of data, I had further meetings with House Heads and senior 
staff, before issuing 48 invitations to the aforementioned camp. 
At camp’s end, the lads on camp will give me views as to whom 
they see as their most effective leaders, after days of input from 
Old Collegians and staff. I then make final decisions after taking 
further advice from House Heads and senior staff. As you now 
see, this is no simple matter. Time, effort, discernment, reflection 
and advice, all play a part in the final appointments. Those 
appointed will meet with me on a weekly basis throughout 2017.

Other ways for seniors to lead are the House Committees and the 
strong influence Year 12 have on each and every Tutor Group. 
Year 11 have opportunities as OAP Leaders, Year 10 have the 
relatively new Vitae Program. At Waterford, dozens are given 
chances to lead and to participate in the Waterford Insignia 
Program which centres around service and leadership. In 2017, we 
plan to launch a new program in the Middle School (Years 7 and 
8), which will give 80 or more boys chances at formal leadership. 
Glendalough has well-established customs which we are looking 
to enlarge and enhance. We need our boys to be trained as leaders; 
we need our boys to witness and admire good leaders; we need 
our boys to be the men in adult life who will be the ‘salt of the 
earth’ and the ‘lights on the hills’.

Five staff leaving us this year I wish to recognise with special 
mention due to their length of service. Ms Karen Graham 
concludes her teaching career at SKC. Karen has been an 
extraordinary teacher of English since she came to St Kevin’s in 
1986. Her Politics classes remain vivid and delightful memories 
for Old Boys, some of whom are deeply involved in politics today.  
Karen has held leadership roles as Year Level Co-ordinator of 
Year 12 and Faculty Head of English. She has edited our Annual 
and Omnia and coached debating and tennis. On a State level, 
she has held numerous roles with VCAA, influencing strongly the 
teaching of English. The College salutes a true professional who 
always maintained a deep affection for her students.

Mr Vince Toohey joined SKC as Head of Cusack House and Year 
12 History teacher in 2005. He has been an outstanding and 
popular teacher of History of Revolutions. He has been Subject 
Head of History, coached Rugby where he has the remarkable 
record of three Second XV and five First XV premierships. He has 
assisted in the boatshed, Touch Football and in the passing on of 
faith by teaching Religious Education and a deep and constant 
involvement in social justice. Our loss is Dr Davies’ definite gain.

Mr Shane Thompson has taught at Glendalough since 2005. Since 
commencing, Shane has been a homeroom teacher at Years 5 and 
2. Shane’s attention to the academic and social development of his 
students has gained him the respect of colleagues, the affection of 
his students and the admiration of parents. We wish Shane every 
success and happiness in his new position at Eltham College.

Mrs Dawn Stewart retires after ten years’ service as a Learning 
Support Officer at Glendalough. Dawn has worked across all 
year levels of the primary school, assisting boys with a variety of 
learning needs. We thank Dawn for the great care and concern she 
has shown for all the Glendalough students.

Mr Shane Grant has served the SKC community as the AV 
Technician based in the Library at Heyington. He adapted well 
to constantly changing technology, ensuring staff had access 
to important and enlivening teaching material. His oversight 
of important communication and presentation equipment was 
appreciated. His expertise in lighting was brought out in his 
involvement in many of our plays and musicals. Shane moves on 
to pursue his career in the Arts.

We wish well other staff concluding contracts at St Kevin’s this 
year or retiring or moving on to other schools: Mr Chris Munro, 
Ms Jane Tobler, Ms Nesrene Barakat, Mr David Williams, Ms 
Erin Ellenburg, Ms Laura Clisby and Mr Stephen Monaghan.

Cover: Enthusiastic cheering at the Athletics as St Kevin’s came so close to victory
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Friends,

It is with great pleasure that I offer these few words to your College on behalf of Edmund Rice Education Australia. 

Your College belongs to a national family of some 50 schools who share the common inspiration of Blessed Edmund 
Rice. We particularly celebrate the way in which Edmund responded to our Gospel by providing Catholic education 
based on key priorities and values. We collectively try to embody these values through fidelity to the Charter for 
Catholic education in the Edmund Rice tradition.

Each school is different and we celebrate this diversity while endeavouring to maintain our relationships as a 
‘family’. We work together for the good of all, particularly mindful of those families for whom life can be a struggle.

There are so many aspects of the life of your school that are a source of great pride for the Edmund Rice vision. Your 
care for the disadvantaged, your advocacy for a more just world, your vision for ‘excellence’ that encourages all 
students to strive for fullness of life, your emphasis on service as a response to the privilege of education and your 
challenge to our young to seek a strong relationship with God and obtain the happiness our Gospel promises. There 
is so much to celebrate and rejoice in!

On behalf of the Christian Brothers and the whole Edmund Rice family, I thank and congratulate you on another 
great year. 

I thank our families for choosing Edmund Rice education through enrolment in this school. I realise that costs 
associated with education of our children can be difficult to bear at times. I know that your school commits to 
continuous examination of ways in which it can be as supportive as possible in this regard. 

I thank the staff and students of this school for using their gifts and talents to make this excellent school so faithful 
to our vision and traditions.

So friends, may God bless your school and bless us all as we celebrate another wonderful year of hard work and 
great achievement.

With much gratitude and admiration.

Best wishes

Dr Wayne Tinsey 
Executive Director 
Edmund Rice Education Australia

There have been many community events across this term. APS 
Athletics was a day of great SKC pride, even though we were 
1.5 points behind the MGS victors. The Valedictory process was 
joyous and well-conducted. The Year 11 Father/Son Dinner, 
in only its second year, was a great success. A large cohort of 
fathers and sons of Year 11 gathered for a formal dinner at The 
Australian Club. Generously, my son, James (‘05), received an 
invitation and so I enjoyed as dad, like so many others, the simple 
but significant pleasure of dinner, one on one, with one’s son. The 
speaker organised by the Fathers’ Association, who hosted the 
night, was first rate, Hugh van Cuylenburg. His address, centred 
on resilience, had our attention and gave all present much to 
reflect upon. The acronym of GEM was his gift to us: Gratitude – 
Empathy – Mindfulness.

Family Fun Day at Glendalough was just that – a great deal of 
fun! The Presidents’ Dinner and the Combined Associations’ 
Mass and Dinner were both wonderful occasions; and, still 
we have before us the Year 12 Formal and the five end of year 
Presentation Events and Ceremonies.

Concluding, may I wish all a very happy and holy Christmas. 
The creature of habit that I am, will see the Russells gather with 
family at a northern Sydney beach where I plan to relive youthful 
pursuits, chasing a wave and reading widely for the sheer pleasure 
of reading, and in preparation for my January Book Review piece 
in the Newsletter. May the blessing of the newborn Christ enrich 
the homes and lives of our Kevinian community!

Omnia Pro Deo
Mr Stephen Russell, Mr James Russell, Mr Mr Philip Skehan and  

Mr Aaron Turner
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Vale Year 12

It is wonderful that, even with so many other things on our minds, 
we farewell our Year 12 students in an atmosphere of prayer. On 
the first Sunday of Term Four, the Chapel was overflowing for 
the Year 12 Mother and Son Mass, celebrated by Fr John Martis 
SJ. The mothers acknowledged ‘the extraordinary gift of our 
sons’, whilst the boys gave thanks for those ‘who gave us birth, 
sheltered, nurtured and treasured us’. 

On October 18, we returned to familiar territory to celebrate 
Mass at St Ignatius, Richmond, a church the boys know well from 
their time at Waterford. Fr Hien Vu, a great friend of the College, 
reminded us of the foundations on which St Kevin’s is built and 
on which we want the boys to build their lives. He said:  

St Kevin’s has developed from the vision of Edmund Rice. This is 
a vision of social justice for all God’s people throughout the whole 
world. This vision is not just for school. It is for the whole of life. 

The world needs people with a passion for justice as never before. 
The greatest way you can show gratitude to the school is to try 
and live this vision of Edmund Rice. 

You are stepping into a world which is more challenging than 
ever before. No generation has faced what you will face. You 
boys have been given a lot. So you are not stepping out empty-
handed. But no matter how well you have done, there are many 
times in your life when you will feel inadequate. Perhaps even 
overwhelmed. That is why your faith is so important. Let God be 
close to you on your journey in the years ahead. The school motto 
is ‘Omnia Pro Deo.’ Everything for God. Don’t leave those words 
sitting on the pocket of your jacket. Take them with you. Live 
them! Bring Peace to the world!
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Presentation Ceremonies

Such is the demand for Hamer Hall that it sometimes transpires 
that St Kevin’s must conduct its Presentation Ceremonies in two 
sittings at the Melbourne Town Hall. The stately 1870’s building 
is a wonderful location for these important occasions in the 
College Calendar. Of course, the Presentation Ceremonies in the 
city are for students in Years 7 and 8, and Years 10 and 11. Given 
the nature of our Waterford Campus, and its many points of 
difference for the Year 9 boys, the Waterford Presentation Evening 
takes place in Smith Hall on the Monday after the Heyington 
events. Each of the ceremonies is different, one from the other, 
adding a uniqueness to the occasion and to the boys of each of the 
target audiences.

Our Years 7 and 8 Presentation Afternoon recognises all boys 
in both Year Levels, each of them receiving his Certificate from 
his Tutor. We saw all of the Academic Excellence Award winners 
presented with their certificates and books, as well as the Duces 
of each Tutor Group and, the highest academic awards, the Duces 
of both Years 7 and 8. It was wonderful to hear from one of 
our 2016 Deputy College Captains, Tom Bailey, who delivered 
an outstanding address; and, one of the great highlights of the 
afternoon was the recognition the College bestowed upon Mr 
Denis Stephenson, who was one of this year’s recipients of the St 
Kevin’s College Medallion. Denis’ response was, as ever, articulate, 
eloquent and poised. 

The Years 11 and 12 Presentation Evening was a little different 
from the earlier one. Bishop Terence Curtin – Episcopal Vicar for 
Evangelisation and Mission – delivered the Occasional Address 
and assisted the Headmaster in distributing the Prizes to students 
who were winners of each subject offered in Years 11 and 12, as 
well as those students who were in receipt of Academic Excellence 
Awards. Our Duces of Years 10 and 11 – a truly remarkable 
achievement in Year Level cohorts the size of St Kevin’s – were 
presented and rightly applauded by the audience assembled. In 
recognition for her outstanding and dedicated work to St Kevin’s 
College, and upon her retirement from the classroom, Ms Karen 

Graham was the recipient of a St Kevin’s College Medallion. At 
her final Presentation Ceremony ever, it was entirely fitting to see 
Ms Graham awarded with this wonderful honour in front of the 
staff, the students and St Kevin’s families. 

At both Presentation Ceremonies we are treated to excellent 
musical items by our College orchestras and ensembles. It is 
always so gratifying for the musicians to be able to play in such 
salubrious environments as the Melbourne Town Hall; and, the 
boys’ musicianship seems always to be even more professional 
because of the significance of the event and the venue in which it 
is held. 

On Monday 5 December, in Smith Hall, we celebrated our 
Year 9 students’ academic and community service achievements 
at our Waterford Presentation Evening. In the foyer of Smith 
Hall, there are always samples of work the Year 9 fellows have 
produced across the year, demonstrating the breadth of their 
learning experiences at the Waterford Campus. This year, we were 
treated to another stunning array of excellent musical items, led 
so proficiently by Mr Todd Callander, as well as a short video, 
which highlighted various Waterford moments from 2016. As 
with the Heyington Ceremonies, we congratulated our Academic 
Excellence Award winners and recognised the excellence of our 
Tutor Group Duces and the Dux of Year 9. 

It is right and proper, where education is one of the chief 
emphases of the College, that we celebrate academic excellence 
and congratulate those students who have worked and studied 
and revised so productively across the year to achieve outstanding 
results. Not every student is successful at being awarded an 
academic prize during his time at secondary school; but, it is 
amazing to see just how many different boys do, in fact, walk 
across the stage of either Hamer Hall or Melbourne Town Hall 
to collect a book or a certificate because they have persevered 
and striven to be the best student they can be. Long may such 
marvellous persistence remain in our young people!

Mr Denis Stephenson Joseph YugumbariBishop Terence Curtin
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European Music Tour
A group of 26 musicians from Years 9-11 participated in the 
College’s first international music tour in July. The tour focused 
on Vienna and participation in Europe’s major youth music 
festival Summa Cum Laude. This festival brought together 
young musicians from 14 countries to celebrate and share 
their passion for music. A highlight of this festival was the 
opportunity to perform in the Golden Hall of the Musikverein, 
home to the Vienna Philharmonic. The tour also included visits 
to Venice, Salzburg, Melk and Prague, where the boys performed 
in another distinctive concert hall, the art nouveau Smetana 
Hall.

US History Tour
During September, an intrepid group of 20 students and three 
staff, Mr Andrew Butcher, Mr Bob Windle and Mr Vince Toohey,  
left Australian shores and followed in the footsteps of the 
previous 25 years of successful US History Study Tours.

The students are immersed into mainstream America by being 
billeted for two weeks with two different families in Manchester 
by the Sea (North of Boston) and Washington DC.  Each day the 
group concentrates on visiting either Revolutionary War,  Civil 
War and general interest sites  in the North around Boston, in 
the Washington DC area and in the South in Virginia. These sites 
include Lexington-Concord, Freedom Trail, Harvard University, 
JFK Library, Plymouth Plantation, Arlington Cemetery, the many 
Smithsonian Museums, Vietnam Memorial, MLK Memorial, 
Lincoln Memorial, Capitol Hill, Mount Vernon, Gettysburg and 
Richmond to name a few. One the way home the group spends 2 
days in California in Disneyland and Universal Studios before the 
long flight home.

French Exchange Orléans 
Twenty seven students took part in the 2016 French Exchange 
Programme to Orléans with our Sister School Lycée Cours Saint 
Charles. In Orléans, the students were met by friends who left 
Australia only a few weeks previously, and it was wonderful 
to meet again with host brothers and sisters to become fully 
immersed in French language, culture, school and family life. 

Excursions took us to the wonderful, historically-rich Chateaux 
of Chambord with its over 300 chimneys, Amboise and Clos 
Lucé where Leonardo Da Vinci spent the last years of his life. 
During the mid-stay visit in Paris, the boys took a cruise on the 
Seine, toured the Champs Elysées, visited the Picasso Museum 
and the Louis Vuitton Foundation.

Host families were very generous and SKC students forged strong 
relationships. Their language skills developed greatly. They are 
now citizens of the world.

European Art Tour
The Art and Cultural Tour of Europe proved a huge hit with 12 
SKC boys, accompanied by Mr James Waller and Mr Rodney 
Sipthorp, as they were surrounded by iconic works of master 
artists from Paris, Florence and Rome. Their long days were 
characterized by gallery walks in the morning, landmarks sites in 
the afternoons and a movie or leisure activities in the evenings. 
Highlights included The Louvre, Musee d’Orsay, Pompidou 
Centre, Notre Dame, Saint Chappelle, Monet’s Garden, Auvers 
and Fontainebleau while staying in Paris. The tour arrived in 
Florence visiting the Uffizi, Academia, the Duomo and Santa Maria 
Nouvella amongst other chapels. First class seats to Rome on the 
fast train led to The Vatican Collection, Maxxi  Museum, Musee 
Palazzo Massimo, the Colosseum and Roman Forum and a range 
of sights including the Spanish Steps and Trevi Fountain. 

St Kevin’s are citizens of the world
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St Kevin’s College: Victorian A-Grade Champions

The 2016 Debaters Association of Victoria’s Schools Competition 
ran from March to November. Congratulations to our A-Grade 
St Kevin’s 1 debating team, consisting of Year 12 students Luke 
Macaronas, Antony Sinni, Lachlan McDonald and Christopher 
Bates, who recently won the State Premiership of the Debaters’ 
Association of Victoria’s Schools Competition. To qualify for the 
grand final in the largest English-language debating competition 
worldwide, St Kevin’s College 1 had to win all their five regional 
debates before competing in the final series, defeating Wesley 
College, St Kilda 3, St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School 2, 
Ivanhoe Grammar School 1 and St Patrick’s Ballarat 1 to qualify. 
Also at A-Grade, St. Kevin’s College 2, represented by Edward 
Barnes, Tom Cullinan, Christopher Fong and Michael Johnson, 
were defeated in the second semi-final debate by a strong 
Melbourne High School team.

We were honoured to host Melbourne High School 1 on the 17th 
November 2016 for the Grand Final. Melbourne High School 
1 was the affirmative team and St Kevin’s College 1 was the 
negative team on the topic that “That Australia should no longer 
allow US troops or military bases on Australian soil”. Melbourne 
High School made a strong case that considered Australia’s 
competing ties with America and China and spoke very 
articulately. St Kevin’s College successfully rebutted Melbourne 
High School’s case, and argued for the benefits of Australia’s 
ongoing alliance with the USA, winning the debate in a 
unanimous decision of five adjudicators. We are very proud of the 
hard work undertaken and skill demonstrated by the St Kevin’s 1 
and 2 debating teams who practised all the way through Terms 3 
and 4, including during the VCE examination period.

During the Term 3 holidays, students from Years 9–11 competed 
in the Australian Individual Debating and Public Speaking 
Championships and Speakfest competitions. Students travelled to 

Canberra and the three-day tournament was hosted by Canberra 
Girls Grammar School. Congratulations is extended to Nicholas 
Reynolds (Year 10) who was the After-Dinner Champion in the 
Speakfest competition. Furthermore, Samuel Collins (Year 11) 
was a finalist in the Persuasive Speaking category, delivering a 
poignant speech about the advertisement of alcohol to teens. 
Maxwell Thomas (Year 11) is also recognised for competing 
in the Debate and Interpretive Reading finals, culminating in 
his selection for the Australian Team which will compete in the 
World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships 
in 2017. Well done to all of these speakers.

Salsa, Zumba, Soccer and Spanish

The inauguaral Glendalough Spanish Day was held during 
October. The boys had the Spanish-speaking world come to them 
so they could experience the culture associated with the new 
language they are learning, without having to get on a plane! 
They had special visiting Latin American musicians, dancers from 
Colombia and Sevilla and Argentinian soccer players. 

Abraham, Leonardo and Emiliano showed the boys how musical 
instruments can be made from recycled materials and produce 
the most wonderful Latin American rhythms. The younger boys 
learned to dance Zumba with Catalina; meanwhile, the older 
students had a masterclass in Sevillanas with Laura accompanied 
by Angel ‘El Brujo’ on flamenco guitar. The Education Officer 
of the Spanish Consulate, Manuel Moreno, and the Cultural 
Officer from Frankston Council, Carolina Aguilera, addressed the 
students about the wide range of cultural activities that are held 
regularly in Melbourne. Despite the range of music and dance on 
offer, the biggest hit with the boys was the soccer workshop with 
Leandro and Gavin from Argentina. 

Classroom time was spent with students sharing their knowledge 
of Spanish with their homeroom teachers. This enabled them to 
increase their confidence and demonstrate their understanding 
of the language. Even the canteen got involved and offered 
some special Spanish dishes for the day: albóndigas con patatas 
bravas (Meatballs with Spanish style roast potatoes) and Tortilla 
Española (Spanish potato omelette) con salsa de tomate.

After lunch, there was a special ‘actuación’ in the Boyd Egan Hall 
which gave everyone the opportunity to experience all of these 
activities and ended with the whole school, teachers and students 
alike, dancing to the vibrant rhythms of South American music. 

The visitors were impressed with the enthusiasm with which 
the boys embraced these cultural experiences and participated 
wholeheartedly in every activity. Looking forward to this being an 
annual event at Glendalough!

L-R: Christopher Bates, Luke Macaronas, Ms Kelly Gallivan, 
Antony Sinni and Lachlan McDonald
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SQUAD ROOM
The final two productions for the year were the Year 7 and Year 8 
plays, which shared a theme of comical cops and robbers.

Year 8 boys worked with Year 8 girls from Korowa on the quirky 
police comedy Squad Room. A room of frantic detectives scrambled 
to catch purse snatchers, mob bosses, con artists and a mad bomber. 
A feature of the production was the highly detailed setting, in which 
all the office equipment and assorted paraphernalia of a large squad 
room sat before a grand view of a city skyline. The production was 
set in the 1970s, so the costumes included all manner of groovy 
flares, wide ties, floral prints and denim outfits.

As foul-tempered Commander Rainwater, John Burgess performed 
with powerful projection and high energy. Burgess shared the role 
with Noah O’Sullivan, who gave an equally strong performance. 
Nathan Pahljina was a zany scene stealer as the local lunatic on the 
loose. Samuel Roach embraced the 70s style as cocky reporter, Ed 
Stonebridge. Shaun De Monte brought a confident presence to the 
role of harried Lieutenant Mootfowl.

The 2016 Productions calendar finished with an eggs-
cellent comedy, as Year 7 students from St Kevin’s and Sacré Cœur 
collaborated on the merry murder mystery Law and Order: Nursery 
Rhyme Unit. Humpty Dumpty had a great fall, and the detectives 
of NRU interviewed a plethora of nursery rhyme characters to 
solve the heinous eggicide. Many laughs ensued as the audience 
enjoyed the recognisable characters and their familiar dialogue. The 
large cast played roles, gasped on cue in the court room and even 
performed a bit of choreography.

Angus Pitt adroitly delivered an endless series of groan-worthy gags 
as lead detective, The Punnish Sir. Maxwell Sonnemann had a lively 
stage presence as serial nuisance Georgie Porgie. Dominic Morelli 
projected his voice strongly as cantankerous Judge Mental. Ned 
Dwyer created the quirky character of positivity guru, Dr Foster. 
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LAW & ORDER
 Nursery Rhyme Unit

Omnia T4a 2016.indd   9 6/12/2016   1:49 PM



ST KEVIN’S OLD COLLEGIANS’ ASSOCIATION

ST
 K

EV
IN

'S
 O

LD
 C

OLLEGIANS ASSO
CIATION

EST 1946

The Canberra Chapter

With the passing of Dick O’Neil (‘40) 
in Canberra recently, it is worth noting 
the important role St Kevin’s has played 
in Government in Australia, especially 
through the Public Service. Dick 
was a leading light in the St Kevin’s 
connections in Canberra and was largely 
responsible for the activities of the then 
Canberra Chapter of the Old Collegians’ 
Association. One of the important 
ways that Catholic men could have an 
influence in Australia, when traditionally 
Catholics were discriminated against in 
education access and careers, was to join 
the Public Service. The Public Services 
was an honourable career and one 
where educated Catholics could involve 
themselves in important social modeling 
in the expanding 20th century Australia.

St Kevin’s Central College was created 
to provide the opportunity for education 
previously denied Catholic boys so they 
could go to the university or gain entry 
into key careers such as the Public Service 
or banking. Many St Kevin’s boys, upon 
completing either the Leaving (Year 11) 
or Leaving Honours (Year 12), were 
able to pass the entrance exam for the 
Public Service, the military or the banks. 
For many years, significant numbers of 
Kevinians moved into these careers. 

In those decades after the Federal capital 
moved from Melbourne to Canberra, 
many Federal Departments remained 
in Melbourne. As a result,  a significant 
number of departments had many of the 
highly educated Catholic men from St 
Kevin’s in their ranks. By the time they 
relocated to Canberra, our Kevinians 
had moved into managerial positions. 
Canberra housed so many Kevinians 
that a whole SKOCA Chapter was 
created with its own social calendar. 
Kevinians were able to meet and negotiate 
at every tea room, corridor or board 
room encounter with a common shared 
experience of St Kevin’s life. This also 
meant that the parishes and Catholic 
schools of the ACT had a significant 
presence of Kevinians during its 
expanding years. Spiritually, Bishop John 
Morgan (‘26) was Australian Defence 
Force Chaplain, and Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge (‘65) (Goulburn & Canberra 
and now Brisbane) were stationed in 
Canberra.

So, besides the politicians we have 
produced who have sat, and currently do 
sit, in Parliament, keep a thought for the 
hundreds of Kevinians who have shaped 
the country through the Public Service. 

Reunions

Kevinians considering forming sub-
committees to organise their reunions for 
2017 are invited to contact the SKOCA 
office for any assistance we may be able to 
offer. As you can see below, 1987 is under 
way. Looking forward to hearing from 
any of the decade groups but perhaps also 
1992 and other groups commemorating 
milestone anniversaries.

1987 Reunion
We have got a date for the 30 year reunion 
next year so “save the date”.

1987 Kevinians are heading to The 
Emerald Hotel on Friday, May 19th 
2017 for a 7.30 start.

Contact/RSVP Richard Lewis – richard@
ironcapital.com.au 0421 847 872.

Fifth St Kevin’s Old Boys Golf Day

SAVE THE DATE

Friday 31 March 2017

Spring Valley Golf Club

Heatherton Road Clayton South

Multi tee off times 12.45pm

$85.00 or $50.00 (Years 2012-2016)

Contact Don Martin at donmar0409@
gmail.com or 0412 737 245

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/FYHD

SKOCA Bowls Team

St Kevin’s Old Collegians are again hoping 
to field a strong team in the Annual APS 
Past Students Bowls Tournament to be 
held at the Glen Waverley Bowls Club 
on Sunday 2 April 2017. If you are at all 
interested in playing, please contact Peter 
Macdonald (m) 0413 754 523 for further 
information

Latest Sightings

John Lancaster (‘56)

The John Lancaster Collection went to 
auction in October. John Lancaster spent 
over 40 years involved in Australian Trade 
(Austrade), travelling and understanding 
the global marketplace, encompassing 
all levels of trade from clerk to General 
Manager. His final role was with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, concentrating on trade effects 
within Australia. All this travel facilitated 
his passion for philatelic memorabilia. 
Although his many collections are 

extensive, he became world renowned 
for collections that tracked the evolution 
of commerce in Australia from 1788, 
‘Colonial Customs and Beyond’ and 
the economic impact of ‘Colonial 
Participation in Trade Exhibitions from 
1851’, which extends to the famous 
World Expo in Brisbane in 1988. The 
extraordinarily broad collection of 
ephemeral remnants of these exhibitions, 
philately and trade means future 
generations of Australians can understand 
the importance of exhibitions taking 
remote Australian products to world 
markets. 

When John 
attended St Kevin’s 
College, he lived 
not 100 metres 
from the Moonga 
Road gate, and 
for years before 
the College had 
school buildings at 
Heyington, John 
was entrusted by 
the Brothers (who 

lived in Orrong Road) to open and lock 
the gates as required. He has a brilliant 
collection of photographs of the property 
through the initial building phases. 
It was great to see John recently, still 
strident in all things, especially in robust 
conversation.

Captain’s Call Port Melbourne

A fine catch up lunch was held on 
27 October at the Albion Hotel, Port 
Melbourne. Guest of honour was 
Adrian Ohlsen (1966 College Captain 
and Captain of Boats) [seated]. In fine 
tradition Adrian, who has not enjoyed 
great health lately, was whisked away 
from his hospital with stealth, and judging 
by the smile on his face it was well worth 
it. Attending were also John Dynon (‘66)
[left], John Morkham (‘62)[behind], 
Simon O’Donoghue (‘66) [right] as well 
as Kevin Woodruff (‘66), Chris Hanson 
(‘67) and Peter McGuckin (‘70). The core 
of this group are the founders of the Silver 
Creek Training Group that conducted 
camps for the College and particularly ran 
the OAP Leaders Course for many years 
as volunteers.
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Leo John MURPHY (‘33)  
19/09/16

Francis Joseph KISSANE (‘36)   
09/09/16

Richard (Dick) Charles O’NEIL (‘40) 
19/05/16

Kenneth George HOWELL (‘43)  
20/02/16

John Francis ROBERTSON (‘53)  
27/09/16

Kevin John COSGRIFF (‘61)  
16/09/16

John Bernard PERILLO (‘71)  
11/10/16

Lindsay John Lowrey COLLINS (‘71)  
12/11/16

Benjamin SCOTT (‘97)   
14/11/2016

Lachlan William RHODES (‘05)   
28/10/16

Tour de France!

Kevinian Peter Macdonald (‘61) and 
former SKC parents Stephen and Anne 
Hede, Duncan McPherson, Brian O’Keefe 
recently completed the gruelling 1,400 km 
Normandy to Nice bike ride in France. No 
doubt the highlight, apart from the food 
and wine, was the 6,000ft ascent of Mont 
Ventoux, followed by two spectacular 
days of riding through the Verdon Gorges 
on their way to Nice. The ride was over 
14 days and, along with 13 other riders, 
they managed to raise over $100k in 
support of Ovarian Cancer.

1980 Gathering

1980 students had a reunion of sorts 
at the opening of fellow student John 
Taylor’s art exhibition at the Lumen 
Gallery, South Melbourne.

L-R Peter Lawson, Michael Scammell, Joseph 
Mahon, John Taylor, Tim Snowden, Brendan 
Egan, Mach Dinh Vu

Class of 1976 Reunion

Around 35 students of the 1976 HSC class 
gathered at Elgin Hotel in Hawthorn for 
their 40th year reunion. Many good times 
were remembered and a few embellished.  
Attendees included former students from 
around Australia, with a few apologies 
from various alumni interstate and around 
the world. 1976 was a unique year, with 
the class including the Maths and Science 
girls from Loreto-Mandeville Hall. Our 

Guest Speaker was David Hill, who 
highlighted recent developments at the 
school and also shared some war-stories.  
David’s first class at St Kevin’s Junior 
School (the old Orrong Road location) was 
Form 1 Green in 1971 including students 
from the 1976 year. 

Class of 1986 Reunion

On Saturday, 15 October the class of 1986 
celebrated their 30 Year Reunion at the 
European Bar. Thanks to Bede Noonan for 
organising a great night.

Special Honour

Nicholas Petrie (‘04) has been awarded 
the Blackstone Chambers Prize for the 
best performance in Public International 
Law in the LLM Programme 2015-16. 
Congratulations!

Nicholas was also the top student in his 
specialization of Public International Law 
in his Masters of Law at London School of 
Economics.

Archives

We are very grateful for the various 
donations of historical items of St Kevin’s 
for the Centenary which will be celebrated 
in 2018. Recently we received significant 
donations which are wonderful additions 
to the physical history of the College.

Here are pictures of cups awarded to Rod 
Bini (‘62) and an array of badges belonging 
to Kevin Knight (‘62). Astute Kevinians 
may recognise the green pillow that the 
badges are on as being one of the Army 
Cadet issued pillows to Kevinians for their 
annual bivouac. Brian McGuinness (‘65)
handed it, and a book awarded to him 
for being Dux of Form IV in 1962, to us 
recently.

 If you discover any item, linked to St 
Kevin’s history we would be pleased to see 
it to enhance the history knowledge of the 
College.
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 Sir John Patrick Minogue (‘26)

Reflecting on the life stories of those that have 
gone before us can be a genuinely positive tool 
in inspiring the generations current. St Kevin’s 
boys have come and gone from the College for 
99 years.  Not everyone is famous in terms of 
his career or notoriety in the media as there 
are thousands of wonderful Kevinians whose 
exemplary lives have been spent in pursuit of 
the fundamentals of our life: “Valuing learning, 
family and fullness of life.” As we examine 
historical figures from the Kevinian files, we look 
for some who stand out in some way for us to 
explore and contemplate for our 21st century 
lives.

Sir John Patrick Minogue (1909-1989), judge, was born on 15 
September 1909 at Seymour, Victoria, son of Victorian-born 
parents John Patrick Minogue, solicitor, and his wife Emma Mary, 
née Darcy. John was educated at St Kevin’s College (Class of 
1926) and the University of Melbourne (LL.B, 1935). He was a 
keen general sportsman, enjoying cricket and football, but while 
at University, he enjoyed the social aspect, including rowing and 
billiards. The SKC College Annual of 1935 in reporting on John 
Minogue notes he was a Lieutenant in the Melbourne University 
Rifles.  John was admitted as a barrister and solicitor of the 
Supreme Court of Victoria on 3 May 1937, and practised as a 
solicitor at Bendigo. On 17 March 1938, at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
he married Mary Alicia O’Farrell and they had a wonderful 
marriage lasting 51 years until she passed in 1989.

John Minogue believed stridently in learning as a part of being 
a whole man; but, he also believed immensely in the duty of 
altruistic service to the community and social justice for the less 
fortunate well before “social justice” got its name.

The times saw service delivery in the military as very important. 
John was in service in the Militia from May 1941, continuing 
in the Australian Imperial Force from August 1942, where he 
performed staff duties throughout World War II. One of these 
was as liaison officer at New Guinea Force Headquarters during 
1942 and 1943. He distinguished himself in October 1942 and 
was mentioned in despatches by footslogging the Kokoda Track 
to assess the desperate struggle against the Japanese. He was a 
Lieutenant Colonel and thus the highest ranked officer to visit the 
campaign area. Post war, John was part of the Australian Military 
Mission to Washington (1945-46) and briefed Foreign Minister H 
V Evatt. When he left this appointment in 1946, John Minogue 
re-joined his legal practice. His professional career went from one 
important post to another: Queens Council 1957; Victorian Bar 
Council in 1958-62; judge of the Supreme Court of the Territory 

of Papua and New Guinea (1962) when PNG was 
a dependency of Australia. Before he went to PNG, 
he returned to St Kevin’s and served on the Old 
Collegians Committee in 1959.

The future Governor General, (Sir) Paul Hasluck, 
as Minister for Foreign Territories, saw that John 
was a special person for the soon-to-be-independent 
nation. John’s appointment was paramount for the 
emerging PNG to have a strong and independent 
judiciary. The conditions were difficult to say 
the least; but John was dismissive of danger and 
discomfort. He fulfilled his circuit duties irrespective 
of conditions and threats in the remotest of areas. 

The court could even be seen sitting in shelters within tribal 
villages; but, as Chief Justice between 1970 and 1974, he was 
always robed in red beneath a full-bottomed wig. He faithfully 
pursued education as a priority for the new nation and assisted 
where he could. At the fledgling University of Papua and New 
Guinea (pro-chancellor, 1972-74), he was a mentor to its law 
faculty and was awarded an honorary LL.D (1974).

By 1976, John sought Melbourne life again, was rewarded for 
his work with a Knighthood in the same year and, in 1977, 
was appointed Victorian Law Reform Commissioner. His 
determinations and work on recommendations were excellent 
and, although obviously with every aspect of law taken in to 
account, John never lost sight of the need for compassion and 
humanity so entrenched in him by his family and St Kevin’s. 

His eloquence was matched by his striking stature and 
appearance, both of which served him well when making 
addresses. He was dedicated to serving those who needed him and 
used his talents well in this regard: Vice-president (1982-89) of the 
Victorian branch of the English Speaking Union; President (1982-
86) of the University of Melbourne Graduates Union; and, moot-
master in his old faculty of Law. 

His love of his early childhood property near Seymour meant 
he could return there in later life and relax in the country 
surroundings. Sir John Minogue passed away on 19 September 
1989 and, as he did not have children, ensured that his Estate 
would serve those less fortunate than he, including many charities 
in his will, but especially the Victorian Aboriginal Heath Service.

So from the annals of history, here we have a long list of 
professional and community service accolades for John Minogue. 
It serves us well to consider how a society can prosper when men 
such these from our Kevinian world can make a difference in our 
society. Each one of us can make a difference. 

In considering the recording of the glorious passage of time from 
1918 to the centenary, a photographic collection is being arranged 
to register the kaleidoscope of colour that the cavalcade of blazer 
pockets would bring to the history.

We have decided to pictorially register as many blazer pockets 
as we can in the next 12 months for use in a variety of places. 
In doing so, we will have the crest as the central element of the 
theme as it is the main 
feature of the College 
and the pockets; but, we 
will also record the huge 
variation in designs of the 
crest, the colours used in 
the crest, as well as the 
magnificent variation in 
various honours on them.

Everyone is now welcome to send in a picture of their blazer 
pocket. Please use the best light and plainest background you 
can. The frame should predominately just be the pocket and not 
the rest of the blazer. Please send it in a file format of common IT 
usage and name the file in this way: your surname, first name and 
peer year. Any pocket from any era is very welcome and will be 
cherished by us.  Every pocket is worthy to be included.  

Please send to old-
collegians@stkevins.vic.
edu.au 

The target is 1000 and 
here are just a few we 
have already.

A Pocket-sized Project
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 Sporting news

St Kevin’s Cycling

St Kevin’s Cycling  enters its third year with some excellent results at Victorian 
Schools Cycling Championships. Three boys finished up on the podium  in 
Bendigo. Daniel O’Malley was the State Champion and Linus Smith third in U-15 
Novice category. Captain of Cycling Henry Yates rode very well for a second place 
in the U-19 Novices.

These events and a track program at Darabin International Sports Centre set the 
team up for the Victorian Interschool Cycling Series. The team lead the series after 
two events as they look for their first series win in the competition.

AFL Draft
In the recent AFL Draft, three St Kevin’s College students from 
the class of 2016 found themselves at AFL clubs for season 2017.

Timothy Taranto was the number 2 draft selection and will play 
at Greater Western Sydney.

Patrick Kerr was the number 65 draft selection and will play at 
Carlton Football Club. This continues a great family tradition 
with the Navy Blues as this is where his uncle, Peter (’65), and 
grandfather, Laurie (’45), also played. 

Oliver Hanrahan was the number 14 pick in the Rookie Draft 
and will play at Hawthorn Football Club.

These three will join other Old Boys currently on AFL lists 
- Jordan De Goey (Collingwood), Riley O’Brien (Adelaide), 
Touk Miller and Tom Nicholls (Gold Coast), Mitchell Wallis, 
Lachlan Hunter, and Thomas Liberatore ( Western Bulldogs) as 
well as coaches, Brad Scott (North Melbourne) and Chris Scott 
(Geelong).

APS Athletics 
St Kevin’s five year reign as the champion school in APS Athletics 
came to an end at the 2016 APS Athletics Carnival with a narrow 
1½ point loss to Melbourne Grammar School. The Carnival 
began slowly for St Kevin’s and we were as low as fourth place 
after the first ten events. We slowly clawed back the Melbourne 
Grammar lead and we were ahead with four events to go.

The Heats Day was again an excellent day for the team with 
qualification in 20 out of 23 events, only one less than our record 
from 2015. The three events we missed were particularly unlucky 
misses and it could well have been a clean sheet of qualifiers. 
Melbourne Grammar missed only two events and so we knew 
they would be worthy adversaries on the day of the finals.

St Kevin’s had 29 top three pacegetters on the day including 
seven winners. These winners were : Phillip Borg U17 100m and 
200m, Liam Witts U16 Shot Putt, Max Grey Open High Jump 
and Triple Jump, U17 4 x 100m (Harrison Lee, Sam Forbes, 
Owen Rush, Phillip Borg) and the U17 4 x 400m (Joseph Moore, 
Harrison Lee, Sam Forbes, Phillip Borg).

The final result was unknown until the official announcement 
of scores. We were gallant in defeat and, although disappointed, 
we took solace in the fact that it had taken a pretty good MGS 
performance to topple us from the top of the APS perch.

The final points were:-

Melbourne Grammar 436.5, St Kevin’s 435,  Brighton Grammar 
387, Haileybury 384, Wesley 375, Scotch 346, Xavier 328.5, 
Geelong Grammar 263, Carey 222, Caulfield Grammar 201.5, 
Geelong College 178. 

APS Summer Sport 2017 
Term Four has seen the conclusion of the Water Polo season and 
the recommencement of the Summer sports season for 2017. 

In Water Polo, the Firsts team had a very good year finishing 
third to equal the best-ever placing in this sport. 

The Firsts Tennis team goes into the Christmas break undefeated 
with wins over Scotch, Carey, and Haileybury. The wins against 
Scotch and Haileybury were nailbiters - wining both 9 to 7.

Our Cricketers, Volleyball  and Badminton teams enter the break 
with single victories. 

The first ever APS Lawn Bowling Championship was held in 
November with St Kevin’s finishing a creditable third.
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After months of careful 
planning, the 2016 Family 
Fun Day was held on a fine, 
hot and sunny day. The 
Glendalough grounds were 
transformed into a playground 
of adventure, excitement and 
exhilarating commotion. The 
boys, their families and friends 
arrived in high spirits and 
enjoyed all that the day had to 
offer.

With over 2000 people through 

our gates, the Family Fun Day 
was an overwhelming success. 
There were rides, show bags, 
a silent auction, two raffles, 
home wares, delicious cakes, 
body art, a providore stall, a 
spinning wheel, new and used 
books for sale, a wine lucky 
dip, fresh flowers and lots, lots 
more. Our sincere thanks to 
all the wonderful families and 
generous sponsors who helped 
make this day a highlight of 
the 2016 calendar. 

The tireless effort and 
enthusiasm of the Family 
Fun Day Committee, Class 
Representatives, parents 
and staff is testament to the 
wonderful spirit that we have 
as a community.

The Family Fun Day 
Committee have worked 
on this special day since the 
beginning of the 2016 school 
year. They planned, discussed, 
prepared and attended many 

meetings to make the event the 
successful day it was.  

If you stood amongst the 
festive maelstrom that was the 
Glendalough Family Fun Day, 
you would have been amazed. 
Everywhere people working 
together, eating together, 
laughing together, planning 
together and just being 
together. 

The Family Fun Day was a real 
St Kevin’s community event. 

 Glendalough Family Fun Day

Omnia T4a 2016.indd   14 6/12/2016   1:50 PM



St Kevin’s Art Show: A Bold New Direction 

The St Kevin’s Art Show has been a highlight of the parent social 
calendar at the College for decades. Arranged by a committee 
known collectively as Friends of Art, the show brings together an 
impressive list of practising artists from around the country and 
exhibits them in the Smith Hall over one epic weekend in May. 
The Art Show provides an 
opportunity for parents, 
staff and visitors to view 
and purchase from a vast 
selection of paintings, 
watercolours, pastels and 
drawings.

This year, Friends of Art 
appointed a new convenor 
and together, they were 
unanimous in their support 
for a bold new direction 
for the future of this 
annual event. The 47th St 
Kevin’s Art Show in 2017 
will place greater emphasis 
on career artists and 
contemporary modes of 
practice which will result 
in a vibrant and engaging 
exhibition. It will also 
incorporate the work of 
some College Alumni, who 
have featured in Top Arts 
at the National Gallery 
of Victoria, as testament 
to the strength of the Art 
program at St Kevin’s 
College. 

Perhaps the most visible 
change in 2017 will be 
a sophisticated, gallery-
style layout in the Smith 
Hall. Elegant new white 
walls will create intimate 
spaces for viewing art and 
a sparser hang will allow 
each work to be viewed in isolation from its neighbour. 

An important aspect of the Art Show which adds to the 
excitement each year is the inclusion of a feature artist who 
presents a small solo exhibition in a corner of the Smith Hall. 
Next year we will feature Deborah Klein, a painter, drawer and 
printmaker who has been practising as a professional artist for 
25 years. Deborah’s work, which looks to the ways women 
are portrayed in fairytale and myth, will provide a source of 
discussion for current students of art at St Kevin’s, and may be 
the catalyst for some interesting conversations at home as well! 
Deborah has kindly donated the artwork featured on this page as 
our major raffle prize, tickets of which will go on sale early next 
year.

Despite these enhancements, the essence of this time-honoured 
event will remain. Friends of Art will still host an exciting gala 
opening to launch the exhibition with drinks and canapes for 
parents, friends and artists. A parent-run café serving tasty 
chicken sandwiches and the best scones in the country will cater 
to guests throughout the weekend, and we will continue to have 
student musicians entertain with their joyful soirees. The show 
will also retain its close links with the Mothers’ and Fathers’ 
Associations and it will uphold its historical commitment to raise 
funds for the school.

Underpinning all of this is the Art Show’s primary aim - to foster 
close relationships within the St Kevin’s community. The new-
look Art Show will offer an even better opportunity for parents 
to gather in a relaxed, social setting where they can share stories, 
discuss ideas and above all, enjoy the company of others.

Of course, an Art Show in a 
renewed format cannot be possible 
without a strong historical 
precedent. We owe a great debt 
to the hundreds of parents who 
have helped to shape the show 
over its 46-year history and to 
those who continue to contribute 
each year, particularly the Fathers’ 
Association who do all of the 
heavy lifting! Friends of Art would 
like to acknowledge the significant 
contribution of all of these people, 
as well as former committee 
members. We’d also like to make 
special mention of the outgoing 
Friends of Art Convenor, Eleonora 
Luisetto, who has lead the Art 
Show to great success for the past 
three years. 

It is also worth pausing for 
a moment to consider the 
foundation year in 1971 when 
a mother of six, the treasurer of 
the St Kevin’s Auxiliary and an 
“artist of amateur greatness”, 
Mrs Audrey Culliver, decided to 
initiate the very first Art Show. 
Audrey’s interest was in developing 
a cultured affair for parents as an 
alternative fundraiser to the ladies 
luncheons and morning teas that 
dominated the social landscape 
of the time. Her dedication 
resulted in an Art Show which 
featured some painters of note 
and provided a launch pad for a 

generation of younger artists, some of whom continued to exhibit 
for many years. Friends of Art are indebted to Mrs Culliver for 
her extraordinary passion for the visual arts and the enduring 
legacy of her vision. 

Friends of Art hope our ambition for the 2017 Art Show will 
inspire you to join us in the Smith Hall from May 26-29. 

Marita Smith 
President and Convenor 

Friends of Art

The Friends of Art committee welcomes the involvement of 
parents from Glendalough, Heyington and Waterford in planning 
and staffing our show. Assistance comes in many forms; from 
joining the committee, to marketing, hanging, helping out in 
the café or with sales during the event. If you would like to get 
involved, don’t hesitate to email Marita at friendsofart@stkevins.
vic.edu.au 

Deborah Klein, Euchloron megaera Moth Mask, 2007, oil stick on 
paper, 76x57cm. Raffle Prize for the 2017 St Kevin’s Art Show.
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Glendalough Carols held in Smith Hall on November 29th was a 
wonderful celebration of community. Boys thrive in community. 
That was obvious by the way the Glendalough students shone 
and sang at the Carols. They were simply astounding. We thank 
them too, for creating this atmosphere of sharing and celebration. 
We also thank all parents for contributing to the joy of the 
evening with their presence. A highlight of the evening was 
the singing of “Campana Sobre Campana” (Bell after Bell) – a 
traditional and popular Spanish Christmas Carol. 

Thank you to Mrs Ruth Friend and Mr David Campbell for their 
work with the boys in the Music and singing program, and to Mr 
John Opie for the beautiful ‘backdrops’. We wish the St Kevin’s 
community all the joys of the Christmas season..

The Year 4 boys gathered at St Ignatius Church, Richmond, to 
receive the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time. They were 
joined by their family, friends and Glendalough staff. Dressed 
in their uniforms, they entered the church to be greeted by Ms 
Fleming and Mr Lake. The excitement was palpable as the boys 
received their button holes from Mrs Adderley, and their Eucharist 
pins from the Glendalough staff. Each boy had their individual 
photo taken, and then assembled on the altar, where they were 
joined by homeroom teachers, Father Huy, Mr Daly and Mr 
Russell, for a group photo to commemorate the day.

Assembled outside the church, the boys were met by Father Huy, 
who joined them as they processed into St Ignatius very reverently 
for the start of Mass. Throughout the ceremony, the boys were 

devout and respectful, confident in their understanding of the 
importance of the day. Their responses were fervent, spoken and 
sung with conviction, as they participated whole-heartedly. 

When the time came to receive the Eucharist, each candidate 
was nervous, yet excited at the prospect. They approached the 
occasion in a deferential manner which was a credit to them, 
returning to their seats to pray and give thanks. At the conclusion 
of Mass, each boy received a First Eucharist certificate which was 
presented to him by the Headmaster, Mr Russell. 

Each of the First Eucharist candidates should be very proud of his 
achievements on this special day. They represented their families 
and the community of St Kevin’s College superbly.  

Sharing community in the breaking of the bread

Sharing community in song
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