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WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY
As I write this week’s newsletter it is World Teachers’ 
Day - a day where we give thanks for those teachers 
who made an impact on our lives.

For me, it was a young Biology teacher that showed 
me how much developing positive relationships 
with students was important to positive outcomes. 
I will always value the time he gave me and 
ultimately the direction that lead me to a profession 
of teaching.

YEAR 12 FAREWELL
This week has been one of celebrations for our Year 
12 students.  Last week I had the opportunity to talk 
to them as a group in an informal setting and we 
discussed a number of issues:

1. They need to try their best, but sometimes their 
best is not always rewarded in the way in which it 
should be or how they wanted it to be.  
If they don’t receive the score they were striving for, 
there is always different pathways to the ultimate 
goal.  Never lose faith and hope.

2. As a College we will be here for them if and when 
they need help in the future if required.

3. This is a time of gratitude.  Students need to 
thank parents and guardians for their support over 
the years. They need to be grateful to their teachers 
who have supported them and for the friendships 
that have been made over the past number of 
years.

4. It is important not to give up interests - play 
sport, join a Drama Club, play in a community 
band or join the local Church Youth Group. Being 
connected is one of the most important things 
going forward.

END OF YEAR MASS & 
FATHER RICHARD FAREWELL
It is timely to remind you of our End of Year Mass 
and Presentation Evening on Thursday, 13th 
December (6.30 for 7.00pm start) at the Silverdome. 
It is a College expectation that all students and 
parents/guardians will attend the End of Year Mass 
and Presentation Evening to celebrate Eucharist 
together, receive the College magazine and 
farewell our Year 12 leavers. 

This year we will be farewelling Father Richard 
who has been transferred to the Bellerive Parish in 
Hobart. Father Richard has been affiliated with St 
Patrick’s College for over 18 years and has Baptised, 
Confirmed and Married thousands of College 
community members and provided unwavering 
support to both the Parish and College.  Father 
Richard is celebrating the End of Year Mass and we 
look forward to his last Homily on this occasion.

Finally, I wish all the Year 10, 11 and 12 students all 
the best in their upcoming external assessments.
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Thursday 1st November 2018

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Patrick’s College

Educating Young Men and Women Since 1873

God Bless

Mr Tony Daley
Principal

https://www.facebook.com/StPatricksCollegeLaunceston
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Our mission is to be a school 
of faith, learning, respect and 

service in the Catholic tradition.

Launceston Catholic Parish Blog - click here

Reflection
“Teach us to give and not 

count the cost.”
St Ignatius de Loyola

Upcoming Events 

November
1 Year 12 Breakfast (7.00am,  
 Mowbray Racecourse   
 Function Centre)
1 Year 11-12 Award   
 Presentations (St Patrick’s  
 College)
1 Last Formal Day for   
 Year 11 & 12 students
2 Valete Mass & Dinner   
 (5.30pm, Barrett Gym)
6-23 Senior Art Exhibition
6 Friends of Music AGM   
 (7.00pm, SPC Staffroom)
8 Senior Art Exhibition   
 Opening (5.30pm, Guilford  
 Arts Centre)
12-22 TCE Exams
16 Grandparents’ Day (Croagh  
 Patrick)
20 Parents & Friends AGM   
 (7.30pm, SPC Staffroom)
23 Year 10 Exams
26 Year 10 Exams
26 Year 7 - 2nd Immunisations
27 Croagh Patrick Rite Journey  
 ‘Sending Out’ Ceremony  
 Females
27 Last Day for Year 10s

Our Values
Endeavour & Excellence: 

We value a school where each person 
is able to realise their full potential 

through spiritual, acadmeic, cultural and 
sporting activities.

PAGE 2

The St Patrick’s College Parents and Friends Association will be having 
their Annual General Meeting this year on Tuesday, 20 November. The 
meeting will be held in the College Staffroom, adjacent to the lower car 
park area and accessed from the Mount Leslie Road entrance.

The Annual General Meeting will commence at 7.30pm and will 
be followed by a brief General Meeting. A supper will be provided 
afterwards. 

The Executive positions on the Association are President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Elected Member. All these 
positions are open for nominations.  Please contact Acting Secretary 
Mrs Ann Viney at ann.viney@stpatricks.tas.edu.au for further 
information or to nominate for a position.

Please consider being part of the monthly Association meetings as 
it provides a great opportunity to meet with other interested parents 
and friends, develop a broader understanding of College business, be 
aware of current issues and meet with the Principal on a regular basis. 
There is no fundraising involved and the positions themselves do not 
require a significant time commitment. Meetings are conducted on the 
third Tuesday in the month during term times, starting at 7.30pm and 
concluding no later than 9pm. 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
ASSOCIATION

ATTENTION YEAR 7 PARENTS  
FINAL 2018 Immunisation

 
The City of Launceston’s Immunisation Team will be providing the 

final vaccination to Year 7 students on 
Monday 26th November between 9.20am and 11.55am.  

 
The following vaccine will be provided:

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) - two doses given six months apart.
Students are advised to wear their summer uniform.

If you have any question please contact City Launceston on 
6323 3208 or your family doctor.

STUDENT UNIFORM IN PUBLIC LOCATIONS
When in public locations in their College Uniform, students are representing 
the College in the community. It is the expectation of the College that when 
students are wearing their College Uniform in public locations that they are 

attired correctly according to the Uniform Code. Any student who is identified 
as being in breach of the Uniform Code in a public location will be 

issued with a Tuesday Afternoon Detention. 

To that point, students are reminded that if they are wearing 
their full College Uniform in a public location they:

• must be wearing their blazer
• must not be wearing their spray jacket unless it is raining

• must not be wearing any garments that are not part of the College Uniform

https://launcestoncatholicparish.wordpress.com/
http://www.stpatricks.tas.edu.au/file.php?fileID=8506
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL LEARNING & ACHIEVEMENT 
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

 Welcome to fourth term of 
the academic year 2018.
Term 4 is crucial for all 
students as they are working 
towards the end of another 
academic year.  The 
finalisation of assignments, 
tests, examinations and 
assessments enable 
students, teachers 
and families to reflect 
on the development 
and progress 
throughout the year.  
Schoolbox provides a 
wonderful source of 

communication for all in the College 
community and I strongly urge students and parents 

to work in partnership with the teaching staff to ensure all 
work requirements are clearly understood and completed.  
Year 9 students at Croagh Patrick are preparing for their 
examinations, Year 10 are preparing for their Common 
Assessment Tasks (CATs)  and Year 10, 11 and 12 students are 
working hard towards their upcoming TASC examinations (a 
copy of the timetable is attached) and completion of their 
work requirements for all courses and syllabi.

Preparing for study is essential.  Consider the following in your 
planning:
• Give yourself enough time to study.  Don’t leave it until the 

last minute!
• Organise a study space - with timetables, schedules and lists 

of priorities
• Use mind maps, diagrams and charts to help organise major 

topics
• Practise past examination papers giving yourself specified 

time limits
• Explain your answers to other members of your family and 

classmates
• Spend time studying with your friends - not all the time!

• Attend College tutorials offered by your teachers during 
swot vac

• Take regular breaks...walk outside, get fresh air and sunshine 
for 10 minutes

• Eat well, rest and get plenty of sleep.

When you are actually undertaking the test, common 
assessment task or examination you might consider the 
following in getting through it all on the day.
• Make sure you know what is on the examination/test/

assessment 
• Make sure you know where you have to go for your 

examination/test/assessment and what you need to bring 
to the exam - e.g. calculator, dictionary etc.

• For Senior School students studying TASC subjects 
make sure you bring your PINK slip to gain access to the 
examination centre, have all your pens etc. in a clear plastic 
bag, and if bringing a drink bottle make sure it is clear and 
has no labels on it

• If uncertain about any matter - seek help and ask questions
• Use your reading time well in the examination
• Keep calm - take some deep breaths
• Break down the questions and highlight or underline all 

parts of the question to be addressed.
• Ensure you have answered all questions and sections...

double check before the end of the exam/test/assessment

COURSES OF STUDY FOR 2019
Thank you for your assistance with student subject selections 
for 2019.  There are so many wonderful courses of study for 
each student.   I thank you in advance for your patience with 
the confirmation of the selected course of study for your son/
daughter in 2019.  These are almost completed.  Miss Deb 
Cottle, Ms Leigh Hart, Mrs Lindsey Hills, Mrs Marilyn Thomas, 
Ms Jodie White and I have been engaging in many cases, 
in one on one discussions with students to provide the best 
course of study for individuals in 2019.  The Heads of Faculty 
and Careers team have also been an invaluable source of 
information for all students.  Any concerns with Middle School 
subjects should be addressed to Miss Cottle, Croagh Patrick 
to Ms Hart, Year 10 Mrs Hills and Years 11 & 12 to myself, Dr 
Colman.  I would like to thank all the students, parents, and 
staff on the way in which the subject choices for 2019 have 
been so collaborative in the best interest or our students.

GOOD LUCK & FAREWELL
by Dr Julienne Colman

Loving God be with me now, as I prepare for my 
exams.  Thank you for the many talents and gifts you 
have given me and for the opportunity of education.  
Calm my nerves and anxiety, help me to remember 
all that I have studied, to express it clearly and to 

answer the questions the very best that I can. Holy 
Spirit, sit with me in my exams - and always.  

In Jesus’ name - Amen

https://schoolbox.stpatricks.tas.edu.au
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL LEARNING & ACHIEVEMENT 
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL - CON’T

Access to education and learning is significant in all our 
lives.  It is instrumental in understanding how to create the 
world around us and how to sustain it for future generations.  
Education provides us with the ability to think and apply it in 
the world.  “It is not about learning life, but education itself 
is a life”.  Behind every individual is a character searching for 
a happy and prosperous life no matter which pathway one 
chooses to follow.  It helps us to understand each other and 
the roles we all play in society.

I value education as it is important for everything we do in 
life.  Education begins from the minute you wake until you 
close your eyes at night.  Learning takes place in so many 
different forms and locations.  Education does not stop when 
we arrive home.  It takes us to many places, locally, nationally 
and internationally.  If we didn’t learn we would never know 
anything.

From as early as Grade 4, I always knew I wanted to be a 
teacher and involved in education, so I set out on a path to 
ensure I met my goals.  I was inspired by my teacher, and 
my thirst for learning, together with her support, gave me 
so many opportunities in so many different ways.  Learning, 
teaching and working with young people and passionate 
colleagues have taught me so much about learning, humanity 
and myself. After 46 years of teaching (25 with the Department 
of Education and 21 at St Patrick’s College) please allow me 
to indulge as I reflect over that period of time on the way 
learning and teaching has evolved.

As a beginning teacher I quickly learnt the enormous value 
of being involved in the co-curricular program and how 
it enhanced my classroom teaching practice.  Teaching 
Drama, Dance, English, Music and Religious Education 
gave me the chance to be committed to so many in class 
extension programs but also the world outside the classroom.  
Significant memories are being part of productions, rock 
eisteddfods, Wakakirris, sporting teams, school band program, 
local, interstate and overseas trips and many other shorter 
projects.  Over my teaching time this love of the extension 
opportunities for students has never changed.  The team work 
and the relationships that are forged provide the basis for 
positive learning and teaching programs in any school.

Belonging to many groups in any organisation helps to build 
collegial support and I feel very privileged to be a part of so 
many amazing groups/teams in all the school communities in 
which I have worked.  Working with like-minded colleagues 
who share a mutual passion for learning both within the 
classroom and beyond, enabling students to have experiences 
they may never have encountered, brings a great deal of joy 

to my day, term and year.  It is most important to surround 
yourself with positive people and that is something I have 
valued each day through my interactions with students staff 
and parents in the College community. 

While I have mostly enjoyed excellent teaching facilities in 
all the schools in which I have taught, I was once told by a 
very wise educator that it is not the facilities in a school that 
matters it is the programs that are taught by the staff.  Sage 
advice, and I always remembered this the year that Ms Hart 
and I had to teach Theatre Performance in the Old Boys’ Club 
Rooms when the Guilford Theatre was being renovated!  It 
made no difference to the TASC results of those students!  
St Patrick’s College enjoys some of the best facilities in the 
country, and the vision of the College continues to provide us 
with on-going re-development that meets the needs of 21st 
century learning.

During my teaching career I have experienced many 
learning and teaching frameworks; for example, the 
Tasmanian Curriculum, Essential Learnings, Schools Board 
of Tasmania, TQA, TASC, Australian Curriculum to name a 
few.  Assessing criteria, outcomes, competencies, I have seen 
many developments that provide feedback to students and 
parents enabling further development of learning capacity for 
individuals.

Recently I viewed the new Australian film, Ladies in Black, 
set in the 60’s, where the young girl was working hard to go 
to University.  Her father in particular was not in favour of her 
continuing her education as he felt it was time for her to leave 
school and get a job.  She persisted and against all odds 
accepted a scholarship to Sydney University. As the years have 
passed by, parents have been so much more supportive and I 
am pleased to say these attitudes to students pursuing further 
education post Year 12 have changed and students can follow 
their dreams.

As I come to the end of one career and prepare to leave 
St Patrick’s College, just as our Year 12 students do, I have 
asked by so many people what I intend to do when I leave St 
Patrick’s?  The answer is not easy, as those who know me well 
know I like to be organised and have firm plans.  Well now I 
know how students feel when I ask them what they intend to 
do beyond St Patrick’s College?, a question I will never ask 

“Education is the most powerful weapon 
we can use to change the world”

Nelson Mandela
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again, as like many, I have no idea.  Well, that is fine too, no 
more bells, no more timetables, no more recess and lunch on 
demand, the enormity of a blank canvas is fast approaching!
To the Year 12 students finishing your formal learning at St 
Patrick’s College, be reminded that your learning does not 
stop here.  You will travel out into the big wide world where 
you will continue your learning journey every day.  Many ask 
the question about whether or not you should continue your 
education and perhaps if the opportunity presents itself you 
should grasp it with both hands.  No matter what your future 
holds for you, never forget to Love This College.

May the road rise up to meet you,
My the wind be always at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rain fall soft upon your fields

And until we meet again,
May God hold you 

In the palm of His hand.

As this will be my last newsletter for the year and my time at St 
Patrick’s College, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
students, staff and parents for their on-going support and 
commitment to excellence in learning at St Patrick’s College. 
I look forward to the end of year awards ceremonies, the End 
of Year Mass and Celebrations and the outcome for all our 
students, particularly the Year 12 cohort of 2018.

Good luck and God bless
Dr Julienne Colman
Deputy Principal - Learning and Achievement
Head of Senior School

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL LEARNING & ACHIEVEMENT 
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL - CON’T

EXAM INSTRUCTIONS
All normal School Rules apply at all times; full school uniform 
is to be worn. Students will move to their examination rooms 
after Tutor.  
All students must attend the examination area punctually, 
having thoroughly read and understood all instructions on the 
examination timetable.
Once students enter the examination room, absolute silence 
is to be observed. Any student who speaks will be excluded 
from the examination.
Looking at another student’s work constitutes cheating, 
as does bringing notes into the room or having written 
information on one’s hand, or any other doubtful practice. Any 
cheating will result in the cancellation of the exam paper.
All students must come to all exams completely equipped and 
prepared. Pens, pencils, erasers, ruler (and calculator only if 
required) etc may be brought into the examination in a clear 
plastic bag. All paper will be provided in the exam room.
Mobile phones and smart devices (including smart watches 
and iPods) must never be taken into an examination room, 
please leave them turned off in bags or lockers, or leave them 
at home during exams.
No food or drink is to be consumed in examinations rooms 
with the exception of plain unmarked bottles of water only.
No students will be allowed to leave an examination before 
the end of the examination session. Students should ensure 
that they have gone to the toilet prior to each exam. Only if 
dire need exists, a teacher may escort a student to the toilet.

YEAR 10 EXAM TIMETABLE
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

GOLF
Jorjah Bailey (Year 7) has obtained a position on the 
Tasmanian U/15 Student Golf Championship team which 
is being played in Sydney from the 12th to the 16th of 
November.  Good luck Jorjah.  

Symphony Orchestra
Krystal Van Der Staay (Year 9) has successfully auditioned 
for a position as an Australian Youth Orchestra reserve 
player for the Young Symphonists program.  Krystal will 
now take part in an intensive week long music-making 
program.  Congratulations Krystal, we hope you enjoy the 
experience.

Touch Football
Emma McLeod (Year 7) recently played in the 2018 
Tasmanian Touch Football U/15 team which competed in 
the School Sport Australia Championships in Hobart from 
21-26 October.  We hope you enjoyed your games Emma.

Soccer
Rebecca Barrett, Captain (Year 8) Estelle Tomkinson 
(Year 7) Maddy McIntosh-Lucas (Year 8) Isabella Duff 
(Year 8) Kathleen Fuller (Year 7) Katelyn Ferrall (Year 8) all 
represented Northern Tasmania Junior Soccer Association 
(NTJSA) at the Oceania Cup, Womens/Girls Tournament 
in Alstonville, NSW on the 29th and 30th of September.  
The team finished 2nd in their pool and 4th place overall.  
Congratulations on your placings.

APC PARENT SURVEY
HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE EDUCATION 

ISSUES YOU CARE ABOUT
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q32ZQ22

We want to hear what are the education and school issues 
that most concern you? What do you really care about? What 
education choices have you made and why did you make 
them?

Do you care about opportunities, funding, fairness and/or 
choice? Are you worried there’s too much technology in the 
classroom, or that kids aren’t being prepared for the world of 
work? What about testing, stress and children’s wellbeing?

Whatever your opinion and wherever your child goes to 
school we want to hear from you.

Please share this survey with your friends and networks. The 
more responses we get the better.

The survey should only take a couple of minutes to complete, 
but you are very welcome to add more detail and comments. 
All responses will be remain anonymous.
The survey findings will help us advocate for parents across 
the political landscape, so thank you in advance for taking the 
time to share your thoughts with us.

The Tasmanian Catholic Schools Parents Council is an affiliate 
member of the Australian Parents Council (APC), an apolitical, 
non-profit organisation representing the interests of parents 
with children at non-government schools at the federal level. 
We believe it is vitally important that the voices of all parents 
are heard, especially with a federal election looming.

All parents and carers are welcome to complete this survey, 
wherever your child goes to school, as parents have many 
issues in common even if we choose different school systems.

If you'd like to know more about APC please go to Facebook 
or  www.austparents.edu.au.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q32ZQ22
https://www.facebook.com/AustParentsCouncil/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBI3DJYd3AIGmW6K3rfAdaz80Wy9xHdIUowAWJQsk6dhMEqM4Z0mSGLwQQTxROYu0VgSAt8bCrTf2lR&hc_ref=ARQPSxCE-Kz4Y72niOrxqD6RcNDFejDP3DLOYbglxyyzeH3pLj42I1Rs6GHEhX8yi08&fref=nf
http://www.austparents.edu.au.
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The Simpson Prize 
2019

web: www.simpsonprize.org
email: admin@simpsonprize.org     

phone: 02 6162 4460

2019 Essay Question

To what extent could 1918 be considered a year of victory 
for Australia and its people? 

For full entry instructions and details please visit the Simpson Prize website

Closing date: 9 November 2018 

A UniqUe leArning experience

The Simpson Prize is a national competition for Year  9 and 10 students that focuses on  
the significance of Anzac Day and what it means to them. One winner and one runner-up  

from each state and territory will attend a briefing program in Canberra in early 2019.  
Winning students and teachers of the 2019 Simpson Prize will travel to key battlefields overseas.

The Simpson Prize 
2019

web: www.simpsonprize.org
email: admin@simpsonprize.org     

phone: 02 6162 4460

2019 Essay Question

To what extent could 1918 be considered a year of victory 
for Australia and its people? 

For full entry instructions and details please visit the Simpson Prize website

Closing date: 9 November 2018 

A UniqUe leArning experience

The Simpson Prize is a national competition for Year  9 and 10 students that focuses on  
the significance of Anzac Day and what it means to them. One winner and one runner-up  

from each state and territory will attend a briefing program in Canberra in early 2019.  
Winning students and teachers of the 2019 Simpson Prize will travel to key battlefields overseas.

mailto:music%40stpatricks.tas.edu.au?subject=
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JOIN THE FRIENDS OF MUSIC FOR SOME WINE, 
BEER, CHEESE, NIBBLES, LAUGHTER

and stay for the AGM

Tuesday November 6  •  7pm  •  Main Staffroom 

All music parents welcome!

for further information email
fi ona.mowat@stpatricks.tas.edu.au

Friday, 30th November 2018
Croagh Patrick

7.00pm for 7.30pm Start
$10.00 per head

Get you
r frien

ds tog
ether 

for a 

great 
night 

of fun
 and l

aughte
r!

Book a
 table

 now (table
s of 1

0)

Bring
a plate of nibble

s for

your table 
to sha

re.
Email 

di.macdonald@stpatricks.tas.edu.au

to book  a table now

Drin
ks

avail
able

 for 
purc

hase
 –

NO BYO
 Alco

hol
Bring your loose 

change, lots of fun 
games to play

Please join us – everyone is welcome
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Friday, 26th October 2018

The Blessing of the Boats is an annual event that marks the 
start of the new rowing season.  The rowing community 
including parents, rowers and invited guests, join together for 
this celebratory launch.  

Father Richard, who has been blessing the boats for the past 
16 years, shared with the community that he had only missed 
two blessing ceremonies during the 18 years he has been 
involved with St Patrick’s College.

We were excited to have three new boats unveiled for our 
fleet; a double named in honour of Fr Richard Ross, a quad 
named after Croagh Patrick and a second quad named 
Macdonald after the Macdonald family.

This year’s Coaches, Leadership Group and Rowing Captain 
were announced, and then blessed by Father Richard, along 
with the new boats and the existing fleet.

Following this celebration the rowing community moved 
across to the North Esk function room for drinks and snacks, 
and a brief presentation on the upcoming season and goals.

William Reilly
Leadership Group

As mentioned by William, we are excited to have another 
three new boats to add to the fleet, and sincerely thank the 
College for their support of the rowing program.

We are pleased to introduce this year’s Rowing Leadership 
Group and Rowing Captain: Lachlan Brown, Samara Melray, 
Esmae Morrow, Trilelle Vimpany-Tubb, Bianca Duffy, Oscar 
Birtwistle, William Reilly, Laurie Dean and Rowing Captain 
Elijah McCullagh.

The Leadership group will be working closely with each of our 
crews and will assist with writing reports for the Newsletter, 
making our rowing wall at school bright and fun, helping 
around the Shed and regattas, plus most of all making rowing 
fun!

We are excited and looking forward to a successful season 
ahead.

Mr Andrew Smith (Rowing Coordinator ) and 
Mrs Di Macdonald (Rowing Assistant)

BLESSING OF THE BOATS
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
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THE FRANK MACDONALD MEMORIAL PRIZE 2018
by Mrs Kate McCulloch - Head of Faculty HaSS

On Monday 29th October I was privileged to attend the 
announcement and presentation of certificates to the Frank 
MacDonald Memorial Prize Winners for 2018. Each of the 2017 
winners delivered short speeches outlining the highlights and 
lighter moments of their trip earlier this year. A highlight for 
me of course was the speech delivered by Jordan Moss - St 
Patrick’s College winner and I think key character of the 2018 
trip to Europe. Jordan has spoken about the impact of this trip 
on how he views the sacrifice of the soldiers of World War I - 
and other wars which have followed. Jordan spoke confidently 
and with great character and sincerity. 

Then came the announcement of this year’s winners and 
Lydia Kelly from St Patrick’s College was announced as one 
of the winners. This is a wonderful achievement and Lydia is 
still coming to terms with this accolade. Lydia will travel to 
Belgium and France next April. I include below an excerpt 
from Lydia’s essay. 

Lydia responded to the question:
“After the 1918 military armistice an early slogan of the Legacy 
Club was ‘after the war comes the battle’. Outline what this 
means in an Australian context.”

“I’ll never get the sight out of my eyes, and it will be an 
everlasting nightmare.’’
Thomas Harold Watts, 18 June 1915, Dardanelles.

World War One (WWI) officially ceased 100 years ago, 
however that was not the end of the battle for Australia and 
the wider world.  When discussing the ongoing impacts of 
the Great War, one immediately thinks of the families left 
without their much loved young men, killed in heroic battle. 
Less discussed, is the anguish of the survivors returning 
to the sunburnt country bearing both physical and mental 
injuries and the suffering of the families destined to care for 
these ‘damaged’ soldiers. For many returned soldiers, with 
the horrors of fighting forever lurking in the back of their 
minds, the real ‘battle after the war’ was the battle to return 
to a normal, happy life.

Although it was the soldiers who directly experienced the 
horrors of war, their families did not go unaffected. As ship 
after ship of men left Australia, the atmosphere was full 
of celebration. Although some may have predicted the 
upheaval war would cause, few had any idea of the horrors 
the future would hold.  Families were torn apart when the 
news of a death arrived home. “I felt I didn’t want to live. I 
had no wish to live at all because the world had come to an 
end for me. I had lost all that I loved.’’, wrote Kitty Eckersley 
when describing the impact her husband’s death had on 
her at the time. For every one of the 60,000 men killed, a 
family was affected in ways incomprehensible for most in 
today’s time. 

For Jeanie Evatt, who lost two sons during WWI, the 
heartache had a lasting effect on her health. Upon hearing 
of the death of one of these sons, she fainted instantly. 
Family members observed that she never fully recovered, 
resulting in her early death. She was one of thousands of 
mothers left with a life of grief and loss, a battle to live 
each day. However, it was not just the families of the dead 
who suffered anguish and sadness in WWI. Those to whom 
the injured and distressed soldiers returned, also bore the 
brunt of a tragic war. Families were often required to look 
after these men, some of whom returned fully disabled 
and required constant care. As many were unable to work, 
wives and children were required to be the income earners 
instead. Because of the low wages these family members 
were able to earn, supporting the rest of the family, even 
with a pension, was a near impossible task.

After the Great War, Australia faced a huge battle catering 
for the returned soldiers suffering from both physical and 
mental injuries.  Although vastly undiscussed, it was the 
returned men and their families who had the greatest battle 
on their hands after the 1918 armistice. For those suffering 
from physical injuries, providing for themselves and their 
families was often a huge strain. For those affected by 
PTSD, life was equally difficult. Trying to forget the horrors 
experienced in the face of war was no small ordeal. The 
families of these ‘damaged’ soldiers also had a huge battle 
on their hands caring for their returned men. Although 
Australia suffered greatly in an economic and societal 
context, it was on a much more personal level that the 
battle after the war was really felt.
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BANDANNA DAY
by Ella Boxhall

Last Friday the 26th of October, St Patrick’s College 
participated in Bandanna Day, which is a nationwide 
fundraising and awareness raising day for Canteen. Canteen 
is an organisation that aids in providing the necessary 
support for children and young adults who have been 
affected by cancer in some way, either directly themselves 
or indirectly through a family member or close friend. The 
House Committee and LINC Leaders combined forces to 
continue the outstanding work of Old Collegians Courtney 
and Lauren Brown, who in their senior years were instrumental 
in encouraging the College to get involved with this valuable 
cause. The Year 11 House Committee and LINC Leaders 
prepared the College for Bandanna Day by selling bandannas 
each day and promoting the cause for the past month. While 
we did fall slightly short of our target to sell 500 bandannas, 
the $1666 raised by all those who purchased a bandanna and 
donated to the cause will contribute to improving the lives 
of young Australians who are currently facing unfavourable 
circumstances. 

At lunchtime on Bandanna Day, we were lucky enough to 
have two brave Year 10 students, Gabby Dewsbury and Jess 
Penton, cut thirty centimetres off their hair, which will be 
donated to making wigs for cancer patients who have lost 
their hair due to illness. Students were also lucky enough to be 
entertained by Oscar Hardwick-Montauban, Thomas Wood, 
Temiya Knight, Laura Bye, Cameron Illingworth and Josh Rigby 
who provided live music throughout the afternoon.  As well 
students were permitted to wear PE uniform and ‘crazy’ socks 
to raise money for the Catholic Mission, helping students in 
Myanmar, via a gold coin donation - monies raised are not yet 
available but many students participated on the day.

Overall, the day was a success with many bandannas sold 
and worn by students all over the College across all grades. 
A heartfelt thank you must go to all of the teachers who 
made this day possible, particularly Mrs Kim McInnes, Miss 
Rachel Scott and Mr Alex Wadley, as well as the Year 11 House 
Committee and LINC Leaders who organised the day as their 
final initiative of the year.
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SENIOR STUDENTS LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT
by Dr Catherine Hughes

For Senior students wanting to find employment
research has shown that job seekers who participate in a 
workshop or meeting that teaches job hunting skills and 
techniques are 2.67 times more likely to gain employment 
than job seekers who do not participate in such a workshop or 
meeting. 

Based on this evidence, Thursdays from November 6 to 
December 6, will be dedicated to Year 12 students and 
others who wish to enter the workforce after leaving school 
via gaining an apprenticeship, traineeship or other form of 
stable employment with personal and career development 
opportunities. Students can drop into the Careers Office in 
the Library at any time on Thursdays for job hunting support. 
Students who are unable to come into the College for this 
purpose can email careers@stpatricks.tas.edu.au to have their 
job hunting questions answered, get tips on how to get a job 
in the local labour market, get feedback on résumés, cover 
letters and more. 

Learn About Apprenticeships

TasTAFE, in conjunction with an expert panel is running 
information sessions on apprenticeships for students and their 
parents or carers. Come along to find out everything you need 
to know about apprenticeships! 
The expert apprenticeship panel will discuss:
• why apprenticeships are a great career option
• what’s involved with an apprenticeship
• pathways to gaining an apprenticeship
• how school based apprenticeships work
• how the apprenticeship system works - role of the 

apprentice, employer, Apprentice Network Provider and 
training provider

• where the ‘apprenticeships’ will be in the future, and
• apprentices and employers will share their personal stories

Along with the expert panel discussion, students, parents
and carers will have the opportunity to chat to presenters and 
teaching staff, and go on a campus tour.

WHEN? 
6.00-7.30 pm, Wednesday 28 November 2018
WHERE? 
The TasTAFE Alanvale Campus, 54a Alanvale Road, Newnham

You can register HERE to attend.

Eckersley's Art & Craft are proud sponsors 
of the SPC Senior Visual Art Awards

mailto:careers%40stpatricks.tas.edu.au?subject=
https://tastafe.formstack.com/forms/apprenticeship_information_evening
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Notice to all students who will be in Years 10-12 in 2019, you are invited to submit an expression of interest to participate in the 
2019 Canberra Trip. 

When:  Monday 8th July – Friday 12th July (1st week Term 2 holiday)

Why:  This trip is designed to complement study in the Legal Studies and History areas in particular

Cost: Approximately $1380.00 per student. We will qualify for a subsidy, which will come off this price. We may also be able to 
undertake some fundraising. 

The tour package will include:
• Return flights Launceston – Canberra
• Canberra coach transport throughout the tour
• 4 nights’ accommodation at Ibis Styles Canberra Resort
• All meals starting with dinner on day 1 through to lunch on day 5
• All linen and towels
• Entry fees to:  

o Australian National Botanical Gardens
o Australian Institute of Sport
o Museum of Australian Democracy
o Australian War Memorial – 1 hour educational program
o National Archives of Australia
o Questacon – National Science and Technology Centre

• Students will also visit:
o Parliament House
o Electoral Education Centre
o National Portrait Gallery
o High Court of Australia
o National Museum of Australia
o Government House
o National Gallery of Australia
o Reconciliation Place
o Mt Stromlo Observatory

If you are interested in attending the Canberra Trip 2019 you must complete an Expression of Interest form and submit to Mrs 
McCulloch by 8th November.

Mrs Kate McCulloch
Head of Humanities & Social Sciences Faculty

CANBERRA TRIP 2019

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/e8a3cb7df575b7681fec028f3/files/36bd1693-aaa7-4f88-a020-1fc1a75a89fd/Expression_of_Interest_Form.pdf

