St Patrick’s College News
CATHOLIC CO-EDUCATION YEARS 7-12

STRENGTH THROUGH FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE

Educating Young Men and Women Since 1873

Thursday 1st November 2018
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Patrick’s College

YEAR 12 CELEBRATIONS
Week 3 of Term 4 is always a little strange for me. It
is a time when we farewell our Year 12s knowing full
well that for most their year is not over.
None the less, I was extremely happy with the way
in which they celebrated their time at the College.
The whole school assembly, the House assemblies
and the breakfast all were dignified and worthy of
the contribution the Year 12 students made to the
College.
The Valete Mass celebrated by Fr Richard was
emotional for us all, as both Isaac and Joseph were
remembered. It was also a time of reflection and
gratitude from the students to parents/guardians,
teachers and to the friendships they have made.
The Mass was followed by the Valete Dinner and
there are so many people to thank for the success
of the evening. I would especially like to thank all
the student, staff and parent volunteers that worked
late into the night packing up and washing dishes.
I wish all those students the best in the coming
weeks in preparation for their examinations.
2019 BOARD PARENT NOMINATIONS NOW
OPEN
Members of the parent community with experience
in Finance/Accounting are invited to nominate
to become a member of the St Patrick’s College
Board of Management for an initial three year term
commencing in 2019.
Interested parents complete a Nomination Form
and provide a brief overview of their skills and
experience and the contribution they believe they
can make to the College through Membership of
the Board.

A Nomination Form can be requested from Ms
Mandy Tennant, Executive Assistant - Principal via
email to: mandy.tennant@stpatricks.tas.edu.au.
Nomination Forms and brief CVs should be
returned by Friday, 30 November.
TASMANIAN YOUNG ARTIST AWARD
I wish to congratulate Lilly Spotswood (Year 9)
for winning the Tasmanian Young Artist Award
in the Year 7-10 category. Lilly has been well
supported by one of our talented Art teachers,
Mrs Jill Crawford, who noted the College was well
represented and she was very proud of all student
entries.
END OF YEAR MASS - THURSDAY, 13
DECEMBER
I remind all parents/guardians that the End of Year
Mass at the Silverdome is compulsory attendance
for all students. This year, we will be farwelling
Fr Richard Ross who will be missed dearly by our
community.
As we head into the final weeks of the year, I ask
for the full support of uniform expectations and the
academic endeavour of all students.
God Bless

Mr Tony Daley
Principal
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PARENTS AND FRIENDS
ASSOCIATION

Our mission is to be a school
of faith, learning, respect and
service in the Catholic tradition.

Our Values
Individuality:

We value a school where each person
is accepted and loved and can develop
their sense of personal worth.

Reflection

“Don’t wait for extraordinary
opportunities. Seize common
occasions and make them great.”
Orison Swett Marden

Upcoming Events
November
15-23
15-22
16
20
23
26
26
27
27
27

28-30
28

29
30
31

Senior Art Exhibition
TCE Exams
Grandparents’ Day (Croagh
Patrick)
Parents & Friends AGM 		
(7.30pm, SPC Staffroom)
Year 10 Exams
Year 10 Exams
Year 7 - 2nd Immunisations
Croagh Patrick Rite Journey
‘Sending Out’ Ceremony
Females
Last Day for Year 10s
Croagh Patrick Rite Journey
‘Sending Out’ Ceremony
Females (7.00pm, Croagh
Patrick)
Year 10 Camps
Croagh Patrick Rite Journey
‘Sending Out’ Ceremony Males (7.00pm, Croagh 		
Patrick)
Catholic Schools Music 		
Concert Night (6.30pm-		
10.00pm, Nano Nagle Gym)
Rowing Trivia Night (7.00pm,
Croagh Patrick)
St Giles Walk With Me

Launceston Catholic Parish Blog - click here

The St Patrick’s College Parents and Friends Association will be having
their Annual General Meeting this year on Tuesday, 20 November. The
meeting will be held in the College Staffroom, adjacent to the lower car
park area and accessed from the Mount Leslie Road entrance.
The Annual General Meeting will commence at 7.30pm and will
be followed by a brief General Meeting. A supper will be provided
afterwards.
The Executive positions on the Association are President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Elected Member. All these
positions are open for nominations. Please contact Acting Secretary
Mrs Ann Viney at ann.viney@stpatricks.tas.edu.au for further
information or to nominate for a position.
Please consider being part of the monthly Association meetings as
it provides a great opportunity to meet with other interested parents
and friends, develop a broader understanding of College business, be
aware of current issues and meet with the Principal on a regular basis.
There is no fundraising involved and the positions themselves do not
require a significant time commitment. Meetings are conducted on the
third Tuesday in the month during term times, starting at 7.30pm and
concluding no later than 9pm.

STUDENT UNIFORM IN PUBLIC LOCATIONS
When in public locations in their College Uniform, students are representing
the College in the community. It is the expectation of the College that when
students are wearing their College Uniform in public locations that they are
attired correctly according to the Uniform Code. Any student who is identified
as being in breach of the Uniform Code in a public location will be
issued with a Tuesday Afternoon Detention.
To that point, students are reminded that if they are wearing
their full College Uniform in a public location they:
• must be wearing their blazer
• must not be wearing their spray jacket unless it is raining
• must not be wearing any garments that are not part of the College Uniform

ATTENTION YEAR 7 PARENTS
FINAL 2018 Immunisation
The City of Launceston’s Immunisation Team will be providing the
final vaccination to Year 7 students on
Monday 26th November between 9.20am and 11.55am.
The following vaccine will be provided:
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) - two doses given six months apart.
Students are advised to wear their summer uniform.
If you have any question please contact City Launceston on
6323 3208 or your family doctor.
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Term 4
by Mr Stuart Ralph
National Grandparents Day
is Sunday 29th October, but
at Croagh Patrick we are
celebrating this event on
Friday 16th November.
Grandparents play various
roles throughout the lives
of their grandchildren.
They are historians,
mentors and role
models. All these
roles are significant
and important, as
grandparents seek to
love and nurture a new
generation. For many of us…. staff
included, reflecting on this very special relationship is
important!
As a parent, seeing the faces of my four children light up every
time Nanny, Poppy, Grandma, and until earlier this year their
99 year old Pop Pop, enter the room, I am reminded of the
special relationships and the fond moments I had with my own
grandparents.
Dr Arthur Kornhaber, founder of the Foundation for
Grandparenting, calls grandparents “living time machines
that transport children to the past through firsthand accounts
of family history, experiences and wisdom”. As historians,
grandparents tell their family story, giving grandchildren a
sense of the past and creating awareness of family roots. They
tell stories of themselves, their parents and their grandparents.
Some of the stories are funny; some, serious; some, insightful.
Grandparents have unique abilities and knowledge to share
with their grandchildren. To this day I have still never tasted
a sponge like my nan Elvie’s! They know how to do things
their grandchildren can’t do. Grandparents are not only
open to teaching their grandchildren skills, they are also
enthusiastic and willing to take the time necessary to share
their knowledge and expertise.
• Grandparents Love their Role - 72% of grandparents “think
being a grandparent is the single most important and
satisfying thing in their life”.
• Grandparents Have Valuable Experience - who could better
provide advice and help raising children than someone
who has already done it successfully? Grandparents put
past parenting experience to use in their interactions with
grandchildren.
• Grandparents Give Back to the Community - the older
generations in general are known to be generous with
their time and money, and this certainly holds true
for grandparents. Grandparents make generous cash

donations to non-profit organisations according to an
American Grandparents Association and 28% volunteer on
a regular basis. What’s more, 15% of grandparents have
even volunteered at shelters for homeless adults.
This Friday our Year 9 students will play host to their
grandparents, sharing their learning, providing morning
tea and giving them an insight into the important role
grandparents play in their lives. Any grandparents who have
a student in Year 9 and have not yet registered, you are still
most welcome to attend by contacting Mrs Karen Dwyer to
register your interest on 6341 9999. We already have over 200
grandparents registered to attend.
Year 9 Solo Camps
The Solo Camp is one of the key final chapters of the Rite
Journey program, and while their adult journey has only just
begun and will continue for many years, the overnight solitude
experience allows students to reflect on some key points that
help put life in perspective.
During Term 4 we challenge the students to begin thinking
more deeply and reflecting on what life may look like for them
in the future. In the lead up to the Solo Camps, some points
from Steve Bidulph’s book The New Manhood, provides us
with some impetus to begin reflecting:
• Life is hard.
Not everything that is good is perfect. Not everything that
is bad is imperfect.
You are going to die.
This can encourage us to live more in the present.
• You are not that important.
Emphasis on ‘THAT’ when you say this, not on ‘You’ or
‘important’.
The world does not revolve around you.
• You are not in control.
We are not in control of so many aspects of our lives.
Who among us could ever predict the journeys that have
been part of our life so far.
• Life is not about you.
It is about something much bigger than us/you … and we
discover this through the people we love and those that
love us.
All societies recognise that there is a difference between
being a child and becoming an adult. However this transition
from childhood to adulthood and how it is defined differs
between cultures and over time. Age is a convenient way
to define adolescence, however it is only one characteristic
that delineates this period of development. Age is often
more appropriate for assessing and comparing biological
changes (eg puberty), which are fairly universal, than the
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social transitions, which vary more with the socio-cultural
environment. Our hope is to provide a platform for this
transition to be acknowledged and celebrated. In the coming
weeks our final Rite Journey Ceremonies will be held at
Croagh Patrick where we celebrate the growth of the students
with their parents and mentors present. While this is not their
initiation to adulthood, it is an important celebration as they
continue to embark on an adult journey into the future an over
the next few years.

Congratulations
Finally congratulations to Year 9 student Lilly Spotswood who
won the Year 7-10 Tasmanian Young Artist Award and also to
Lydia Kelly who was one of the Frank Macdonald prize winner
for 2018 to travel to Belgium and France in 2019. I would
like to acknowledge Erin Massey and Neve Clippingdale
as finalists in this award. Harrison Arnold received the
College’s highest score in the recent Australian Mathematics
Competition.

Female Ceremony Tuesday 27th November 7.00pm
Male Ceremony Wednesday 28th November 7.00pm

Lilly Spotswood’s Winning Piece
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Be SunSmart when UV Index Levels are
3 and above.
Check Schoolbox, the College website/
Facebook page or Daily Bulletin to motor
times when sun protection is required and
SLOP on some sunscreen
SLAP on a hat
SEEK shade
SLIDE on some sunglasses

For smartphone users, we encourage the
use of the free SunSmart app as a great
way to check the UV Alert when you are
out and about. iPhone users can download
it at the iTunes App Store, Android users
at Google Play and Samsung users at
Samsung Apps.
For information on the College SunSmart
policy, click here.
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CRICKET
Sat 10 November
Year 7 SPC Green 8/131 (30 overs) defeated
LCGS (7(122) (30 overs)
Batting Performances:
Jack Woodland 14, Sam Cowley 12 not out, James
Leake 9 not out & Will Siemsen 9.
Bowling Performances:
James Leake 2/13 (4), Joel Curtis 1/10 (4), Tyler
Petrusa 1/6 (2), Luka Pryke 1/13 (3)
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TASC RESULTS
Students must now register on the TASC website to receive
their 2018 results by email. Registrations do not carry over
from previous years and all students wishing to receive results
on Tuesday 18 December 2018 must register their email. Hard
copy results and certificates will be sent in January 2019 for
those who do not register via email. Year 12s please note that
if you have registered with your SPC email account it will be
deleted in January.
You can register with your TASC ID here:
https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/release-tce-results-via-email/

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Young Artist Award

Congratulations to Lilly Spotswood (Year 9) who was
named the Year 7-10 Tasmanian Young Artist Award
Winner recently.

Examiner Junior Sports Awards

Ethan Stretton (Year 10) was recently named the Male
Junior Sportsperson of the Year (15 -18 years) at the
Examiner Junior Sports Awards dinner. Other finalists
included the Girls Football team for Team of the Year,
Sophie Ackerley for Female Junior Sportsperson of the
Year (15-18 years) and Ebonie Agostini for Female Rising
Junior Star of the Year. Well done on your nominations.
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Please join us – everyone is welcome
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Friday, 30th November 2018
Croagh Patrick
7.00pm for 7.30pm Start
$10.00 per head
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JUNIOR SCULLING CAMP
by Mr Andrew Smith - Rowing Coordinator & Mrs Di Macdonald - Assistant Rowing Coordinator
Last weekend our Junior Rowing crews participated in the
2018 Junior Sculling Camp at Lake Barrington.
Saturday was set-up as a training workshop for our coaches
and rowers, with opportunities to interact with state-level
coaches and boat race officials. In addition to this, our parents
were also given an opportunity to familiarise themselves
with Lake Barrington, learn how regattas are run and what
opportunities are open to them for volunteering and assisting
at future regattas.
Many of our parents embraced this opportunity and were
excited to be more involved with future regattas.
It was great to see our rowers participating in the activities
available to them, fine tuning their skills while leaning many
new ones. There were smiles everywhere, as well as some
intrepidation. All our crews worked extremely hard during the
day.
Highlights of the day included seeing our U/14 boys
demonstrating their skills in Single Skulls, with a number of
different challenging tasks, and our U/14 girls playing GP
Sculling Soccer in Single Skulls.
Sunday was a huge day for our rowers with the Junior
Regatta. We saw some great results and are looking forward
to the new school season ahead. Many of our U/14 rowers
are feeling much more confident after competing in their first
Singles race and are looking very good on the water. One of
the most exciting races of the day was the U/15 Girls Quad
race which was a nailbiter to the finish. SPC and Collegiate
were battling it out to cross the line first - we are pleased to
report SPC was the winner on the day!
On behalf of our Junior Rowers we would like to thank our
coaches, parents and our Rowing Captain Elijah McCullagh,
who took time out of his studying to assist our Junior Rowers
on Sunday.
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JATNET
by Mrs Danika Leatherbarrow
On Wednesday October 31st, 10 of our Japanese students
travelled to Hobart to participate in the JATNET Japanese
Speech Competition. Year 8 students Maddalena Ercole,
Anneke Zaadstra, Emily Willis and Jordan Heath; Year 9
student Neve Clippingdale and Year 10 students Rhianna
Gumley, Lachlan Tchappat, Gabrielle Dewsbury and Amy
Baillie represented the College. It was a great opportunity
for the students to consolidate what they have been learning
in Japanese and use those language skills in a different
environment away from the classroom. All the students
overcame their nerves and came away from the day with a
really positive learning experience. It was great to see the
enthusiasm and camaraderie, with the students supporting
one another. Anneke Zaadstra and Lachlan Tchappat both
received Highly Commended. Gabrielle Dewsbury received
2nd place in her category. Congratulations to all students
involved, and a big thank you to Miss Sarah Jago for her
organisation and making the trip a real success.
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LAUNCESTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS MUSIC PROGRAM
Proudly present the

16th

Annual Concert
&

Awards Evening
Thursday 29th November 2018
6.30pm
Nano Nagle Gymnasium
St Patrick’s College, Launceston
Tickets available from your school office
(limited tickets available at the door)
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FINAL CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - CANBERRA TRIP 2019
Notice to all students who will be in Years 10-12 in 2019, you are invited to submit an expression of interest to participate in the
2019 Canberra Trip.
When: Monday 8th July – Friday 12th July (1st week Term 2 holiday)
Why: This trip is designed to complement study in the Legal Studies and History areas in particular
Cost: Approximately $1380.00 per student. We will qualify for a subsidy, which will come off this price. We may also be able to
undertake some fundraising.
The tour package will include:
• Return flights Launceston – Canberra
• Canberra coach transport throughout the tour
• 4 nights’ accommodation at Ibis Styles Canberra Resort
• All meals starting with dinner on day 1 through to lunch on day
5
• All linen and towels
• Entry fees to:
o Australian National Botanical Gardens
o Australian Institute of Sport
o Museum of Australian Democracy
o Australian War Memorial – 1 hour educational program
o National Archives of Australia
o Questacon – National Science and Technology Centre
•
Students will also visit:
o Parliament House
o Electoral Education Centre
o National Portrait Gallery
o High Court of Australia
o National Museum of Australia
o Government House
o National Gallery of Australia
o Reconciliation Place
o Mt Stromlo Observatory

PLEASE NOTE - ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Positions on this trip are not all filled at this stage
so this is a reminder that names need to be
submitted this week for consideration. Parents and
students need to be aware that the cost of $1380
per student covers flights, accommodation, food,
transport and entry to all the key places which we
visit. The only payment required this year will be
a deposit of $175.00 in December to secure the
student’s place. The remaining amount will be paid
next year in three instalments in February, April
and June. In completing the trip to Canberra we
also qualify for a PACER rebate of approximately
$100 per student which will be credited to specified
accounts after the trip. It is also my intention to
coordinate the students with some fundraising
which will also help to bring down the cost.
This is a fantastic educational opportunity,
particularly relevant to students studying Year 10
History and Legal Studies in 2019.

If you are interested in attending the Canberra Trip 2019 you must
complete an Expression of Interest form and submit to Mrs McCulloch IMMEDIATELY. If you need any further information
please email kate.mcculloch@stpatricks.tas.edu.au
Mrs Kate McCulloch
Head of Humanities & Social Sciences Faculty
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