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Thursday 6th December 2018
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St Patrick’s College
As we head into the festive season it is also
important to note that we have entered the Advent
season of the Church. For Catholics the season of
Advent is a period of expectant waiting for the birth
of Jesus. In the Pope’s address to pilgrims recently,
he describe Advent as a time of consolation and
hope. Being the beginning of the New Liturgical
year, he went on to say that he hoped that we
would use Advent as a time of consoling newness
and joyful expectation. Also to be fearless in our
lives and to look up and raise your head. Truly
inspirational words of hope.

THANK YOU
Being the last newsletter for the year, I take this
opportunity to thank the staff for their dedication
and the enthusiasm they show in their work; the
parents and guardians for the support they give the
students and finally I thank the students for being
themselves.

Christmas is also a time to catch up with family and
friends and be gracious and grateful about what we
have been blessed with. It is a time to remember
those that have gone before us. It is a time of joy
and of giving thanks to God for the gifts he has
bestowed upon on us.

ASCENT
One of the great pleasures for me over the
weekend was to see our Year 10 Ascent team help
with the St Giles family picnic at City Park. Face
Painting, Pass the Parcel and my old favourite
Musical Chairs, were all on the agenda and I can
honestly say I don’t know who were smiling more,
the students from St Patrick’s College or the
students from St Giles. It was truly a great day!

On behalf of the Board, the staff and myself I wish
you all a safe and holy Christmas and happy New
Year. I look forward to seeing you all back in late
January or early February.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
CON’T
SPORT
Last Saturday saw the last weekend of sport. We had both
the Year 7 and Year 8 Cricket teams play in the finals and the
games were played in great spirit. The 1st XI Cricket team has
played a final 20/20 match against Scotch Oakburn College
and there is a Year 9/10 Girls Basketball final this afternoon.
The two St Patrick’s College teams will be playing off against
each other with the game concluding the sporting calendar
for the year.
RITE JOURNEY
Last week saw the Passing Out Ceremonies for the Year 9 Rite
Journey, a unique program delivered at the Croagh Patrick
campus that focuses on the social and emotional growth of
these young adolescents. It was wonderful to see that parents/
guardians support both the students in their care and the staff
who provide the students the tools to attack the future with
confidence.
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ANNUAL MUSIC CONCERT
Last week’s Music Concert showcased not only St Patrick’s
College students, but the local Catholic primary students. I
would like to thank Mr Cameron Ivory, Miss Fiona Mowat, the
Music staff, Friends of Music and all those involved in making
the night a great success.
END OF YEAR MASS
The End of Year Mass and Presentation Evening is next
Thursday, 13th December (6.30pm for 7.00pm start) at the
Silverdome. It is a College expectation that all students
and parents/guardians will attend the End of Year Mass and
Presentation Evening to celebrate Eucharist together, receive
the College magazine and farewell our Year 12 leavers.
God Bless

Mr Tony Daley
Principal

TASC RESULTS
Students must now register on the TASC website to
receive their 2018 results by email. Registrations do not
carry over from previous years and all students wishing
to receive results on Tuesday 18 December 2018 must
register their email. Hard copy results and certificates will
be sent in January 2019 for those who do not register via
email. Year 12s please note that if you have registered
with your SPC email account it will be deleted in January.
You can register with your TASC ID here:
https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/release-tce-results-via-email/

STUDENTS LEAVING SPC
AT THE END OF 2018
Students leaving the College at the end of 2018 need to
be aware they will lose all files in their College Google
Drive, MyStore and Schoolbox accounts unless they
backup or save wanted files to a personal storage device
or cloud service. Student College Gmail accounts will also
cease to exist in mid January.
To backup a Google Drive, please find instructions for
Google Take Out here:
https://support.google.com/accounts/
answer/3024190?source=gsearch&hl=en
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St Patrick’s College

HOLIDAY HOURS
2018/2019
Our mission is to be a school
of faith, learning, respect and
service in the Catholic tradition.

Our Values

Relationships:

We value a school where partnerships
between parents, guardians, students,
staff, parishes and the community are
fostered and developed.

Reflection

“I will honour Christmas in my heart,
and try to keep it all the year.”
Charles Dickens

The College will be closed:
on Friday 14 December for our Staff day;
and from 5pm on Tuesday 18 December for the Christmas holidays.
The College will also be closed for Australia Day on Monday 28 January.
The Front Office & Accounts Office will re-open on
Monday 14 January 2019
(closed Monday 28 January 2019)
The Uniform Store will be open daily from
Monday 14 January 2019 from 9am to 4pm
(closed Monday 28 January 2019)
Students approved for STAS (Student Assistance) can pick books
up from the Library on
Monday 4 February 2019 between 8.15am and 4pm
or on their return to school.

Upcoming Events
December
6-7
6-7

6
6
10
11
12
13
14
17
18
19

Year 11 Ascent Expedition
Croagh Patrick Camps 		
(males) females not at school
STUDENT FREE DAY
Year 7, 2019 Orientation Day
Cricket Presentation 		
Evening (6.00pm, NN 		
Gymnasium Classrooms)
Croagh Patrick Students
Finish
Middle School Students 		
Finish
End of Year Mass (6.30pm
for a 7.00pm start, 		
Silverdome)
College closed
College open
College open
College closed until Monday
14 January 2019

January 2019
14
28

College re-opens for 2019
including Uniform Store
Colleged and Uniform Store
closed for Australia Day 		
holiday

Launceston Catholic Parish Blog - click here

STUDENT ID CARDS
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Students and parents are reminded students need to retain their existing
2018 ID cards until they receive their new 2019 cards during Term 1 next
year. 2018 cards have an expiry date of 31/03/2019. ID cards are required
to sign in and out of the College, print, access Flexischools accounts and
borrow Library books. If students misplace their 2018 cards over the holidays
and need to replace them when they return to College in 2019, there is a $5
replacement fee.
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL PASTORAL CARE
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

AN ADVENT EXHORTATION
by Mr Casimir Douglas

Jesus said to his Disciples:
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
debauchery and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Luke 21: 34 - 36
INTRODUCTION
This passage from Luke was
the Gospel reading from
the celebration of Mass this
past weekend. It marked
the first Sunday of Advent,
and it ushers in a season
patiently waiting for the
joy of Christmas. On the
surface, it appears that
Jesus is lecturing the
Disciples about the
apocalyptic events at
the end of the world.
Or it may even read as a
condemnation of the modern secularised
notion of Christmas - with its focus on the purchasing of
exorbitant gifts, while giant lunch time feasts certainly rings
of debauchery and drunkenness. However, that is not what
Christ is saying at all. The sub-heading for this passage in the
Bible is: ‘Exhortation to Watch’. But an exhortation is not a
lecture or a condemnation. It is an address or communication
emphatically urging someone to do something. But what is
Jesus urging his Disciples to do? And even more importantly,
what is Jesus urging us to do?
“Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength
to escape all these things that will take place”. Jesus is
urging us to watch - to take watch, and to watch over. To
watch carefully as we wait for our futures to unfold. It is not a
passive watching he is urging us towards, like one may watch
television on the couch, but an active watching and waiting
and preparing for our future. That is, we must not passively
wait for our futures to happen to us, come what may. But
we must prepare for our future by actively shaping it, and
taking steps to strengthen ourselves for the journey ahead.
And that is precisely the challenge that Term 4 has brought
to St Patrick’s College. We have worked with our students to
prepare themselves for their future, whether that future be
holidays, university, travel or work. And as a College we have
prepared our students for their futures this term by focusing

on their stewardship of the environment, each other and local
community, by helping them to understand the values in
which this community shares, by welcoming future students,
by strengthening our structures and support for matters
regarding mental health, and by celebrating their successes in
their learning.
STEWARDSHIP
In the College’s Strategic Plan, under ‘Enabling Strategic
Priority 6: Finance, Facilities, Infrastructure and Sustainability’
it outlines that we aim to: ‘lead by example on environmental
issues by educating the community on how to reduce
environmental impacts and encourage active participation in
sustainability related program and initiatives’. As it happens
our students are leading this charge. This term the Middle
School Core Captains implemented a recycling initiative,
whereby they installed a bin for recyclable rubbish in every
classroom and devised a roster to ensure the bins are emptied
into the correct location. Another initiative of the Core
Captains this term will take place this Friday 7th December, a
balloon raffle to raise money for Just Like Jack. Just Like Jack
is a local charity, comprised of a group of volunteers who are
dedicated to helping children with disabilities experience
adventures they never thought possible. I encourage all
students and staff to get behind this fundraising initiative to
support our Middle School Core Captains and especially, Just
Like Jack.
BUILDING ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE PEOPLE
At the year level assemblies for both Year 7 and 8 last
Thursday, I spoke to the students about the Middle School’s
Building St Patrick’s College People Statement, which outlines
the values and qualities that the Middle School educational
experience aims to build, develop and grow in its students.
It reads: ‘We, as the Middle School, are aiming to build St
Patrick’s College people who are: Resilient, Open to the Spirit,
Life-Long Learners, Respectful, and Inspired’. This statement
also provides the framework for the curriculum of the BeSPC
curriculum (formerly Life Skills), which is the Middle School’s
Pastoral Care program, in which students have a dedicated
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL PASTORAL CARE
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL - CON’T
teacher for the year who works with them one period a week
to explore the Building St Patrick’s College People Statement,
through a range of different educational experiences. Next
year, parents of the Middle School students will receive weekly
correspondence by students themselves regarding their
BeSPC experience. The Middle School is also working towards
organising and finalising arrangements for parent evenings
to be held for each Middle School Core group in Term 4
next year, where students will share with their peers and their
parents, their ‘Find Your Spark’ project. This is a term-long
student-directed inquiry task, where they explore, research
and present information on a topic which they are passionate
and inspired about. Further information will be available on
this early next year. At these assemblies I shared stories of the
people who inspire me and who embody each of these values.
I spoke of the resilience of Malala Yousafzai, of Pope Francis’
openness to the Spirit, of Russell Brand’s life-long commitment
to learning, and of Nelson Mandela’s respect for the dignity
of each human being. And finally, rather than share a story for
the final value, it was my exhortation to the students that they
share a story with me about who inspires them. I have stopped
and asked many students this question, and it has been
wonderful and, indeed, inspiring to hear their stories. I am also
pleased to report that many students spoke of how they are
inspired by their parents. This is indicative of the quality of the
parent community at St Patrick’s College.
YEAR 7, 2019 ORIENTATION DAY
This Thursday 6th December the College held its Year 7, 2019
Orientation Day, where 280 Grade 6 students converged
at the College for their first experience as a future student.
Every year the Grade 6 students come to us with blend of
nervousness and excitement, and it is our task to provide them
welcome, and to help them understand not just the learning
programs and structures of the College, but the values of
College in which they must share. I wish to thank Mr Simon
Austen and Miss Deborah Cottle, and all staff and student
helpers who contribute to making this day a success.
ACADEMIC AWARDS CEREMONIES
The culmination of the learning experiences of the year for
our students are their Academic Award Ceremonies. This year,
the Year 7 Academic Award Ceremony will be held on Monday
10th December, and the Year 8 Academic Award Ceremony
will be held on Wednesday 12th December. The Ceremony
involves the presentation of certificates for all students who
have worked hard to achieve in their subjects in 2018, with
awards for both academic achievement and endeavour. The
event is attended by the students, all their teachers, the Heads

of Faculty for each subject area, the Deputy Principals, and
the College Principal. Also in attendance are a guest speaker
for the students and other guests invited to hand out the
Middle School Legacy Awards. The Middle School Awards
are presented to just four students in each year level whose
contribution to the life of the Middle School has been such
that it warrants their names being inscribed upon the Honour
Boards that adorn the walls of the Middle School corridors
outside my office. Congratulations in advance to all students
who receive awards at these ceremonies - they are most
deserved.
CONCLUSION
Jesus’ exhortation to his Disciples in the Gospel of Luke is
both summarily and paradoxically about endings and new
beginnings. It is a theme that is as ever-present and evident
in the Gospels as it is in the world around us; from Jesus’
death and resurrection to the changing of the seasons.
But no matter that for which we are anticipating, waiting
and preparing, we must always be watching. And I wish to
highlight the contributions of key staff whose contributions
to our community has been instrumental in preparing for
the future of the College, and who are moving through their
own ending into a new beginning of retirement life, namely:
Dr Julienne Colman, Fr Richard Ross, Mr Craig McLean, Mr
Bill Halliday, Mrs Dianne Heathcote, Mr Barry Smith and Mrs
Betty Quigley. In closing, this is my advent exhortation to you,
the community of St Patrick’s College. As we anticipate the
holiday break ahead, and embrace the opportunity for renewal
and recreation, I encourage the staff, parents and students
of St Patrick’s College to use this time to seek stillness and
quiet reflection. The rhythm of busyness in our lives tends
to persist as we transition from school days into holidays;
the season of giving brings with it a season of organising,
budgeting, travelling and buying. Rather than giving in to
our preoccupation with the external pressures of agendas,
demands, and requests, may we make the time in silence to
discover the truth of what drives us from within: the love of
God and the love of our family and friends. To finish I would
like to express my most heartfelt and sincere gratitude to all
those who have contributed to the pastoral care of all students
at the College and the task of learning and teaching in the
Middle School in 2018.
God bless.
Mr Casimir Douglas
Deputy Principal Pastoral Care
Head of Middle School
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2-DAY MARKET

Fri 7th Dec.......2pm - 7pm
Sat 8th Dec......8am - 3pm

ALBERT HALL
LAUNCESTON
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NAGLE CHARITY NIGHT - THANK YOU
by Mrs Kara Beckett
Thank you to
all who were
involved in
the success
of the Nagle
Charity Night.
The Nagle
Charity Night
is Nagle's main
fundraising
event where all
BY DEEDS NOT WORDS
profits go to
a local charity
chosen by the
House. This
event is an
opportunity
for the whole of the St Patrick's Community to come together
to listen to live music, eat yummy food and have a fun time
together, hopefully snaring themselves a prize or two on the
Chocolate Wheel or in the raffle. All profits made were passed
on to the WP Holman Clinic in support of those both affected
by cancer within St Patrick's College and the wider community.
This year Mr Andy Brown, a representative from the WP
Holman Clinic, visited Nagle House in the Chapel before the
Nagle Charity Night to explain how last year’s donation was
distributed. Andy also thanked Nagle House for the generous
donation and his appreciation that Nagle has chosen to make
the WP Holman clinic our annual charity. This year we profited
$3429.52 from the Charity Night and coupled with the Year 12
Nagle 'Lap it Up' money of $1,655.80, a cheque of $5085.32
was passed onto the W.P Holman Clinic. We appreciate all
donations, time and effort behind the scenes, and those
in attendance on the night. Thanks must also go to the
businesses who supported us this year, listed to the right. We
look forward to everyone's continued support next year and to
seeing both old and new faces come along!
Mrs Kara Beckett and Mr Paul McIver - Nagle House
Heads, and the whole of Nagle House staff and
students.

N AGLE

We would like to thank businesses that
have kindly made donations.
All Line Distributors
Bid Food
Bracknell Roadhouse & Post office
Cakes by Rainee
Cripps
Dee-lightful Beauty
Doppio
Elgas
Encore Theatre Company
Fiona @ Norwex
Joel @ school canteen
Jail House Grill
Legana Tavern
Lucky Bowl Prospect
Lion Nathan
Pycsam Gym
Q Coffee
Schweppes
Sue-Ann @ Envy
Swift Meats - Longford
Tas Fresh
The Jail House Grill
Timbre Kitchen
Wayside Butchery
X-Press Tunnel Car Wash
Young’s Vegie Shed
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YEAR 9 STUDENT DIRECTED INQUIRY EVENING
by Mr Robert Kaitse
Should we edit the genomes of embryos? Can I tell a rich story
through song, dance and lyric? Can a Year 9 complete the Year
10 Japanese curriculum? What impact will various diets have
on my body and mind?
These are just a handful of the questions that students in
Year 9 Student Directed Inquiry sought to answer during their
presentation evening on November 26th.
In the second semester of 2018, nine students began a
subject that enabled them to delve deeply into a topic
of their own choosing and present their findings to a live
audience of their peers, teachers and parents. It all began
with a question, though this question was hard for some to
identify. Once found, the students spent hours upon hours
researching, sourcing, recording, decoding and analysing,
then synthesising information that would help them answer
that question. They then had to bring all of this information
together and deliver both an eloquent story of their journey,
as well as showcase their work in an information booth.

The night was enjoyed by everyone with successful
presentations from all who attended. Neve Clippingdale had
many gobsmacked by her production created for a Japanese
movie competition, entirely spoken in Japanese. This was
part of her completing Year 10 Japanese for her project. Lila
Binns investigated the physical and psychological impacts
of undertaking three diets for two weeks each. Her planning
and data collection, recording and analysis highlighted an
impressive inquiry. I enjoyed finding myself conflicted with
Erin Massey’s ethical dilemmas in the realms of gene editing,
geo-engineering and abortion. Improving skills in football
and boxing as well as sharks and car restoration were some
of the other topics that were discussed during the semester.
The evening was a great opportunity to conclude what was an
intense semester of inquiry.
A huge thank you really must go out to: the students for
their hard work; Mr Joel Stingle for catering with some lovely
refreshments; Mrs Kate McCulloch and Ms Leigh Hart for
their support preparing the evening; and all of the parents for
supporting their children, and this program, on the night.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Cycling

Hockey

Congratulations to the students who competed at
the EMS Enduro Australian Series on Mt Buller on the
weekend.

The following SPC students have been selected to
represent Tasmania at the Australian Indoor Hockey
Championships in Goulburn in January 2019.

Well done to Thomas Stylianou (Year 9) and Jak Oxford
(Year 9) who came 1st and 3rd in the Junior Mens section
and Fenella Harris (Year 10) who came 1st in the Womens
U/21 section.

U/15 Girls
Amelia Duffy
Jaimie Duffy
U/18 Boys
Beau Cornelius*
Jordan Sutherland
U/21 Boys
Beau Cornelius*
*Beau has been selected to play in both teams
and age groups.

CHANGES TO SOME TERTIARY APPLICATION PROCESSES IN
2019 FOR 2020 ENROLMENT
The Australian National University (ANU) has significantly changed how it selects Year 12 leavers for entry into
their courses. Applications open on 4th March 2019 and close on 31st May 2019 for 2020 enrolment. Conditional
offers are made on 1st August 2020 - just when all other applications for 2020 open. There are now co-curricular or
service requirements that applicants must meet by 31st May 2019 to be considered for a conditional offer at ANU.
Following is a link to the new application procedures for Australian National University:
http://www.anu.edu.au/study/apply/admission-scholarships-and-accommodation/how-to-apply
For those wanting to apply to undergraduate medicine and selected clinical sciences, UMAT has become UCAT
(Undergraduate Clinical Aptitude Test). UCAT registrations open on 1st March 2019 and close on 16th May 2019 much earlier than previously. UCAT is a two hour test with five sub-tests rather than the three UMAT sub-tests.
Following is a link to the UCAT site: https://www.ucatofficial.com/ucat-anz/

2018 END OF YEAR
MAGAZINE REMINDER
Families receive one magazine per household. The youngest child in each family will receive a copy of the 2018
College Year book at the End of Year Mass. If a family has a Year 12 student in their household, they will also
receive a copy of the Magazine. All Year 12 students receive their own copy of the End of Year Magazine.
We will have a limited number of Magazines available for families wishing to purchase an additional copy. These
can be purchased from the Accounts Office from January 14, 2019 for $40 each.

PAGE 9

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
& COMMUNITY NEWS

6 DECEMBER 2018
ISSUE NO 21

ROWING - SP3 REGATTA
by Mr Andrew Smith & Mrs Di Macdonald
Last Saturday our Senior Rowers took part in SP3 at Lake Barrington. It was a magnificent morning, the sun was shining and the
Lake had a mirror finish. It was an exciting day with both our Girls and Boys Eights on the water.
For many of our rowers, it was their first time racing 2 kilometres, so there was some apprehension. All rowers tried their best
and gave 100%. Many of the rowers were competing against much older competition and we saw some promising results and
indications of a great season ahead.
Our U/16 Boys crew of Laurie Dean, Oscar Birtwistle, Beau Malkin, Neil Douglas and Cox Lucy Waud won the U/17 Coxed
Quad Scull race. Our Senior girls - Tayla Cherry and Myneika Morrow - were winners in the U/19 Pair race. Ryan Anderson and
William Reilly were third in the U/19 Senior Pair. Ava Connelly and Lucy Waud were third in the Womens U/17 Double Scull race.
Myneika Morrow came third in the U/19 Single Scull race. Samara Melray came second in her U/19 Single Scull race. Lachlan
Brown and Elijah McCullagh came third in the U/19 Double Scull race and Will Reilly and Ryan Anderson also came third in their
U/19 Double Scull race. Ava Connelly was second in the Women’s Novice Single Scull race.
Finally, thank you to all our parent/guardian helpers for their assistance at the Lake and back at the Shed.
The next regatta will be on Saturday 15 December at Lake Barrington.
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SATIS FIRST XI 20/20 TOURNAMENT
by Ms Rachael Holloway
Tuesday and Wednesday this week saw the holding of the annual SATIS 1st XI two day 20/20 tournament, held at Scotch
Oakburn Park. The tournament is a round-robin competition between St Patrick's College, Scotch Oakburn College,
Launceston Church Grammar School and The Hutchins School.
Day one saw us play LCGS first up. They won the toss and elected to bat, making 7/90 off 20 overs. We fell just short, finishing
the 20 overs at 6/88. In the afternoon, we played Hutchins. This time we won the toss, making 4/79. They chased us down,
finishing 3/80 off 18 overs. Well done to Brynn Jones, who took three catches over the day and Jock Heazlewood-Snell for
taking three wickets.
On day two we played SOC. Again winning the toss, we finished our innings at 6/94 off 20. Well done to Kaleb Williams, making
39 runs off 39 balls. The newsletter went to print before SOC played their innings.
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YEAR 8 GOLD
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