
 

 

 

 
CURRICULUM POLICY 

 
The School expects students to give of their best within the limits of their academic 
potential. 
 
Emphasis is placed on the basic skills of literacy and numeracy. Regular homework 
has an important place in the academic structure of a school such as TACAPS.  
 
Homework exercises provide a valuable means of revision and an opportunity to 
foster study habits outside of school hours. The School’s policy on homework is 
outlined in the front of the Homework Diary. 
 
The staff of this school believe that they take their tasks seriously. Therefore, parents 
are asked not to take their children out of school for holidays during term time as this 
usually results in the educational program of the child being disrupted. 
 
Formal Curriculum 
The curriculum is shaped around eight Key Areas of Learning as identified in the 
Australian National Curriculum. 
 
These are: 
English 
Health and Physical Education 
Mathematics 
Technology 
Studies of Society and the Environment 
The Arts 
Science 
A Language other than English. 
 
In addition, the School offers enrichment and remedial programs. These are 
undertaken under the guidance of a specialist teacher in this field. 
 
A major theatrical production forms an important element of drama within the Arts 
curriculum and all children from Year 3 are encouraged to participate. 
 
Assessment and Reporting 
Students are assessed on a continuous basis throughout the year. Folios of students’ 
work are compiled by teachers. 
 
Soon after the beginning of each year, the School conducts a Parent/Teacher 
evening. It is conducted on a Class basis. It is a valuable information evening where 
parents are able to hear their child’s teacher discuss such matters as arrangements 
for homework and project activities. It is not designed as time for interviews. 
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Interviews with Staff 
Each class has a class teacher whose duty it is to be responsible for the care of the 
students in his or her class. The class teacher is the first point of contact for parents 
in any matter concerning their child’s education. 
 
 
Parents wishing to discuss some aspect of their child’s progress should telephone 
the School Office to arrange a suitable time. Teachers should not be interrupted 
during class time when their priority must be to the students being taught at that time. 
For boarder parents, the Monday immediately prior to the commencement of term is 
usually a suitable time to meet with your child’s teacher. 
 
Written Reports 
Written Reports are posted home at the end of Terms 1, 2 and 4. 
 
Year 3, Year 5, Year 7 and Year 9 Benchmark Tests 
All Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students take part in these national diagnostic measures. 
Results are posted to parents in Term 4.  
 
The Wider Curriculum of the School 
The School is committed to a whole person approach to education. Therefore, 
students are encouraged to participate in the extensive range of extra-curricular 
activities offered at TACAPS: 
Music – Concert Band, Big Band, Choir, String Ensemble 
Chess 
Public Speaking 
Sports and Games 
 
Private Instrumental Tuition 
The School offers tuition in piano, woodwind, brass, percussion, violin/strings and 
guitar. 
 
Sport/Physical Education 
Boys may choose from rugby, soccer, swimming, cricket, softball, hockey, tennis, 
Australian Rules football, athletics, cross-country running, gymnastics and ball 
games.  
Girls may select from softball, tennis, touch football, swimming, athletics, cross-
country running, netball, hockey, ball games, soccer, gymnastics, jazz ballet and 
rugby. 
 
Foundation to Year 2 
The children in these classes are involved in a Motor Skills program. They are not 
required to change or to wear different shoes. 
 
Years 3 and 4 
Students in Years 3 and 4 participate in a program of modified sports. The lessons, 
conducted during the week, lead to games played on Fridays. 
These students may choose to change into a House T-Shirt and navy shorts/skirt or 
simply change into sports shoes for lessons during the week. 
On Fridays, students in Years 3 and 4 attend school in House T-Shirt and navy 
shorts with sports shoes and white school sports socks. 
 
Years 5 to 12 
For students in these Year levels, there is a weekly P.E. lesson where the content is 
oriented towards the sports currently in season. During this lesson, students wear 
their House T-Shirts and navy shorts.  
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Swimming in P.E. Lessons 
During Terms One and Four, students are involved in a swimming program. 
Students in Years 5 to 12 are required to bring both swimming gear and P.E. clothes 
during these terms as wet weather can often change the program for the day. 
Any student without the required School swimming shirt will not be allowed to swim. 
 
Christian Education and Worship 
All students are required to attend worship and religious education activities. There is 
a fortnightly service held for all year levels. Each class receives instruction in 
Christian Education. 
 
Attendance is also expected at the three major services in the School year: 
Easter Service, Anzac Day Service and the Carol Service. 
 
Library Services 
TACAPS Library is open each week day until 5.00pm, and at designated times during 
the weekend. Students may borrow one fiction book for general reading and one 
non-fiction book for research at any one time. Each class has a library period each 
week. Students may change books at any time during the week. 
 
Textbooks and Stationery 
Textbooks and Stationery items need to be purchased. During the Christmas 
vacation, the School posts a list of necessary texts and stationary. These items may 
be purchased from local suppliers. 
 
Outdoor Education 
Class camps are a traditional part of school life. All activities in the adventure area 
are supervised by teachers. 
 
Supplemental Instruction 
We are committed to ensuring that all of our students are given the best educational 
opportunities and programs to assist them to achieve their potential. Specialised 
supplemental instruction is provided in the classroom and in the specially staffed and 
equipped Learning Enhancement Centre. Here, enrichment and remedial programs 
are offered by our Learning Support teacher and ESL teacher. 
 
All students are assessed in February by their class teachers, using standardised 
tests. If a student requires further testing, the LEC administers individual tests. If it is 
decided that a student requires help on a withdrawal basis, the parents are 
contacted, the situation is explained and their permission and support are sought. 
Students who have a demonstrably high level of academic talent are withdrawn for 
enrichment and extension activities in the LEC. 
 
We encourage parents to contact us at any suitable time to discuss their children’s 
assessment, programs and progress. 
 
 
 
 


