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I am honoured to be Head of School 

at Toowoomba Anglican College and 

Preparatory School (TACAPS), one of 

Australia’s finest K-12 co-educational 

independent day and boarding schools 

for Primary and Secondary aged 

students. 

Located in Southern Queensland, on the 

rim of the majestic Great Dividing Range, 

TACAPS has provided over one hundred 

years of inspired learning to generations 

of students and, in the process, has 

become a tradition unabated.  

At TACAPS, the intellectual, cultural, 

spiritual, physical and social capabilities of 

our students, and their individual talents, 

are nurtured in a holistic environment.  

We place high importance on assisting 

each student to tap their potential to live 

an extraordinary and fulfilling life.  

The school’s distinctive pastoral care is 

based on Christian values and robust 

ethics where personal integrity and 

social and environmental responsibility, 

including positive citizenship, are 

advocated.

Our curriculum offers a wide variety of 

teaching and learning opportunities, with 

manageable class sizes, and individual 

support, a distinct feature of a TACAPS’ 

education. 

It is our experience that friendships 

develop in a very natural way in co-

educational schools.  Therefore, the 

school hosts many activities, societies 

and clubs in which students can 

participate in a congenial, supervised 

environment. This friendly atmosphere 

continues into the classroom allowing 

young people to express their views 

openly and assertively.

While challenge, discovery and 

achievement are at the ‘heart’ of 

a TACAPS’ education, the school’s 

celebrated history and calibre of our 

students, past and present, ‘head’ us 

towards an optimistic future.

If exploring our prospectus is beneficial, 

then, a personal visit to TACAPS is 

essential to gain a real sense of our 

community, to observe the harmony in 

the boarding houses, and to understand 

why our students love coming to school.  

To arrange a personal tour of the school, 

please do not hesitate to contact our 

Enrolments Officer at enrolments@

tacaps.qld.edu.au 

I look forward to welcoming you to  

TACAPS in the near future.

Mr Simon Lees

Head of School



Our Location

Situated 600 metres above sea level and home to more 

than 130,000 people, the picturesque regional inland city of 

Toowoomba offers outstanding amenity to its residents and 

visitors. 

It stands as a gateway to the agriculturally diverse Darling 

Downs region to the west and, from its eastern fringe, 

provides a spectacular view of the distant, fertile Lockyer 

Valley and impressive Scenic Rim mountain ranges. 

Toowoomba’s idyllic lifestyle is lived within a striking natural 

landscape only 90 minutes by road from Queensland’s 

state capital, Brisbane, and under two hours from an 

international airport. 

The city hosts a myriad of professional services and 

industries encompassing education, health, finance, 

agriculture, construction, transport, tourism, mining, and 

associated technologies; a bustling economic hub, all within 

easy reach of metropolitan and international markets.

Heritage architecture, a pioneering history, scenic parks, 

wide open spaces and quintessential weather seasons add 

to the city’s uniqueness and have garnered it a reputation 

as one of Australia’s finest.                               

Other notable features include the University of Southern 

Queensland, the internationally renowned Carnival of 

Flowers, Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery, Cobb and Co 

Museum, the iconic Empire Theatre, Picnic Point reserve, 

the acclaimed ‘Ju Raku En’ Japanese Garden and beautiful 

nearby national parks. 



The Preparatory Years

Our school’s focus on each individual ensures 

comprehensive and stimulating educational programs 

are offered to all students.  Currently the Preparatory 

Years encompasses Kindergarten (3 - 4 ½ year olds) to 

Year 6 (11-12year olds).  Within the Preparatory Years, 

learning programs are framed and delivered to reflect 

differing developmental stages of the students. Our 

Head of Preparatory Years works closely with teaching 

staff to develop and implement learning programs that 

are reflective of current education trends and quality 

instruction. Supported by the Dean of Early Years, 

specialised learning practices in Kindergarten to Year 2 

target the beginning of students’ educational journey to 

build a strong platform for the years ahead.

Our curriculum is organised around the key learning areas 

nominated by the Australian Curriculum. It is enhanced 

by other programs to make the learning experience 

meaningful, stimulating and linked to other knowledge, 

attitudes and skills.

Key subject areas include:

• English

• Mathematics

• Social Studies

• A Language other than English - French

• Technology

• Health and Personal Development

• Physical Education

• The Arts

• Science

• Christian Education

 

Our curriculum, in alignment with the Australian 

Curriculum, is responsive to the needs of modern learners 

and caters to individual needs. A skilled and expert 

Learning Enhancement department supports teachers 

to provide differentiated and individualised programs to 

cater to these individual needs, whether through learning 

support or extension and enrichment activities.



College Years

The College Years curriculum is designed in such a way as 

to foster our young adolescents’ intellectual development 

and provide experiences which will enable every student to 

be creative, to solve meaningful problems, to communicate 

and collaborate with others, to develop habits of thinking 

and tools for working. It will also provide opportunities for 

increased independence and self-responsibility as students 

begin the transition to senior school and beyond.

TACAPS offers a broad curriculum where students can 

develop their skills, literacy and twenty-first century 

fluencies in a variety of learning areas.

We are committed to providing a holistic education for our 

students that encourages them to be:

• Spiritually aware

• Intellectually alert

• Culturally enriched

• Socially responsible

• Physically active 

• Emotionally resilient

 

Our curriculum gives each student opportunities to 

become successful learners, confident, innovative and 

creative individuals and active and informed citizens of the 

future. The curriculum has been designed in such away as 

to introduce students to the many unique and specialised 

areas of the Australian Curriculum. The students do not 

just undertake English for example, they attend Creative 

Writing, Literature and Language classes. Similarly the 

students undertake specialized Mathematics and Science 

courses



Boarding

Boarding at TACAPS is special.  

For decades, The Toowoomba Preparatory School extended 

hospitality and service to boarder families across Australia, 

and overseas.  It is a commitment that has delivered the 

school a reputation as an exceptional national boarding 

school.  

With the introduction of College in 2014, TACAPS welcomed 

its first cohort of secondary aged boarder students with the 

same quality boarding accommodation and care for which it 

is renowned.   

Boarding affords a unique pathway to personal growth, 

fostered in an atmosphere of safety and genuine care for 

the individual.  Lifelong friendships are made, opportunities 

to share and collaborate are provided, life and leadership 

skills are acquired and hobbies developed.  Most of all, our 

boarders delight in their childhood and adolescence years 

knowing they are part of a nurturing community who keep 

their best interests at heart.  

At TACAPS, we appreciate that parents have plenty to 

consider when deciding to board their children.  Some 

decisions may be based on distance, others on a belief that 

boarding, as a life experience, is worthy in itself to take up.  

Once a decision to board is made, parents can rest assured 

that their child will be supported in a gentle environment 

with a focus on developing strength and resilience.  Mindful 

of the immense trust placed in us, we consider it a privilege 

to journey with boarder families in this way and encourage 

regular contact between the school, parents and students. 

A visit to TACAPS will impress.  Located within a unique setting, 

all of our purpose-built boarding houses enjoy outstanding 

views to the east with easy access to our arts, sporting and 

academic facilities located within campus grounds.  

By design, TACAPS applies a modern approach to traditional 

boarding.  Our College boarding students are roomed 

separately from primary aged students to cater specifically 

for the developmental needs of both.

The TACAPS Medical Centre is staffed 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week.



The Arts 

Imagine.  Design.  Create.  Perform.  

At TACAPS, we assist our budding visual artists and 

musicians to express their talents by providing them with 

the space, guided instruction and encouragement required 

to flourish.  

In celebration of their work, the school hosts the annual 

Cloisters Art Exhibition and school musical, along with 

other performances throughout the year. 

The Cloisters Art Exhibition showcases student artworks 

across various mediums including painting, sculpture and 

collage.

With regards to music, TACAPS enjoys significant standing.  

Enduring success at the local Eisteddfod and additional 

competitions has positioned the school as a leader in the 

Performing Arts curriculum.    

Speech and Drama tuition, along with Design and 

Technologies, are also available for all age level students.



Sport

The documented correlation between 

exercise and wellbeing continues to pulse 

a vital message throughout the wider 

community.  And no more so than at TACAPS.  

With volumes written about the character-

building virtues and health benefits of being 

physically active, participation in sport is 

essential at our school.   

TACAPS students can elect to play an individual 

sport, or they can join a team.  Choices 

include rugby, football (soccer), touch football, 

basketball, swimming, hockey, softball, tennis, 

track and field, cross country, and ball games.  

Australian rules, volleyball, cricket and netball 

are also offered, along with recreational 

dancing, chess and equestrian activities. 

Our students regularly attend Inter-School 

competitions and enjoy the camaraderie that 

comes from participating. 



Teaching and Learning

TACAPS is a place of educational excellence.

Within an environment of mutual respect, our experienced 

and dedicated teaching staff deliver a progressive academic 

curriculum to cater for various styles of learning, stages of 

development, talents and capabilities. 

Additionally, the continued professional development 

of our staff ensures that the school’s ethos, to impart 

education excellence to our students, is realised through 

contemporary methodologies, across all subject areas.  

Designed for 21st century students, our school features 

purpose built learning spaces, optimal class sizes and 

year group numbers to ensure the specific needs of our 

students are understood and addressed.  The well-being 

of our students remains the cornerstone of a TACAPS 

education.   



Leadership
 

‘Service to others’ is a way of life at TACAPS.  

It is integral to our community. 

From the moment a student enters through 

the Gatehouse, they are immersed in an 

education of the ‘whole person’ which goes 

beyond academic learning, and cultural and 

sporting pursuits.  

Our students see foundation values such as 

respect, integrity, perseverance, sincerity, 

acceptance and compassion in practise, 

learning as they do from the TACAPS 

community at large.

Junior members of our school work 

alongside their senior peers seeking to 

follow their example and looking forward to 

the day when they too will enjoy the privilege 

of leading and representing their school. 

Our Preparatory School students witness 

College students participating in Chapel 

services, assisting at special events and 

presenting at assemblies, while diligently 

fulfilling their roles as mentors, peer 

mediators, officials of sporting and cultural 

groups, school leaders and house captains. 

Leadership development begins early at 

TACAPS, providing our students with skills to 

take through to adulthood.



Spiritual Life

TACAPS is an Anglican Church school owned by the 

Corporation of the Synod of the Diocese of Brisbane. 

It is a school that nurtures the exploration and 

awareness of what it means to be spiritual at a 

personal level, and within a global context.  

Our school is a place where heart, mind and spirit 

are nourished, where every person is valued and 

encouraged in their faith journey. 

The spiritual dimension of the school forms a 

central element in each student’s growth.  Through 

active participation in Chapel life, our students are 

strengthened with teachings based on sound moral 

values and are supported by inclusive pastoral care.

Past scholars regularly return to the Chapel for a 

wedding or a baptism.



International Students

The TACAPS community is truly global in its outlook 

and composition.  With many countries represented 

across our ranks, we are clearly positioned as a school 

worthy of consideration for enrolment by international 

students.

Our diverse and vibrant school culture reflects the 

value we place on inclusivity and the sharing of ideas 

and different points of view to further enrich the lives 

of our students and staff. 

International students are welcome to study fulltime 

at TACAPS from Year 1 through to Year 12 with short 

term programs, running for a minimum of one term (3 

months), also available.  

For families and students contemplating an 

international education experience, the opportunity, 

once taken, will create unique pathways of learning. 





Future Success

TACAPS prepares students for life in a safe and 

supportive environment.  Here, they grow confident in 

their choices and in finding their place in the world.

Academic experience is complemented by exposure to 

extraordinary role models with our students flourishing 

under the guidance of educators dedicated to their 

happiness, growth and success.

We are proud to say that a TACAPS education is 

‘Education with a view’.  

Wide-ranging opinions and ideas, fervently discussed, 

create an exceptional learning and social environment 

in the classroom and provide an education that 

interfaces with the needs of today and tomorrow.  



www.tacaps.qld.edu.au


