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PETER GAGO IS AUSTRALIA’S 
WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR
Penfolds’ Peter Gago wins a double gong at Gourmet Traveller WINE 
Winemaker of the Year 2014 in association with Perpetual
During an elaborate dinner at Black by Ezard at Sydney’s The Star, Peter Gago, chief winemaker at 
Penfolds in the Barossa Valley, South Australia has not only been named the Gourmet Traveller WINE 
Winemaker of the Year 2014 in association with Perpetual, but also received the Len Evans Award.

WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR AWARD & LEN EVANS AWARD FOR LEADERSHIP
“Custodian of Australia’s greatest wine brand and a charismatic ambassador on the world stage, Peter 
Gago chief winemaker at Penfolds, is the first person to be honoured with both the Winemaker of the 
Year Award and the Len Evans Award for leadership in the 17-year history of the awards,” said Gourmet 
Traveller WINE Editor, Judy Sarris.

Chairman of Judges Peter Forrestal went on to explain, “The possibility slowly dawned on the judges. 
Not only is Peter Gago an inspirational winemaker, but his tireless efforts worldwide as a roving brand 
ambassador have transformed his importance to Penfolds and broadened our perception of the kinds of 
leadership a winemaker can offer. He has a rare talent as a winemaker that melds an astute and refined 
palate, an inclusive leadership style and a clear sense of historical perspective which enables him to draw 
on Penfolds legacy in fashioning modern-day wines.” 

Judge Andrew Caillard MW summed up by saying, “Gago’s instinctive easy-going nature, razor-sharp 
mind and obsessive inquisitiveness are perfect for his all-encompassing role. He collects people and friends 
of every ilk; princes, rock stars, politicians, accountants and bus drivers are intrinsically worth the same. He 
knows the true value of wine is not distinguished by wealth or status, rather by character and meaning. ” He 
is a more than worthy winner of both of Gourmet Traveller WINE’s highest honours in 2014. 
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Len Evan’s daughter, Sally Evans was on hand to present the award named in honour of her  
father, while GT WINE editor Judy Sarris and Perpetual’s CEO Geoff Lloyd presented the awards  
to Peter Gago and the other seven finalists as well as the Young Winemaker Medal and the Perpetual 
Award for Viticulture.

YOUNG WINEMAKER MEDAL
On the night, the Medal for Young Winemaker of the Year 2014 went to a very deserving Gwyn Olsen, 
chief winemaker at Briar Ridge based in the Hunter Valley, NSW. Driven by creativity and dedication, 
Gwyn Olsen has forged her own path working in New Zealand, France and for McWilliam’s, before 
joining Briar Ridge where she’s on a mission to produce expressions of semillon and shiraz that 
show a strong sense of place. “Gwyn Olsen is the 14th winner of the Young Winemaker Medal. It is 
an award which places the spotlight on the coming generation. The alumni are a diverse group who 
have an increasing influence on the Australian wine industry. A bubbly, exuberant exterior hides 
the serious young winemaker, Gwyn Olsen, who is transforming her corner of the Hunter. On the 
one hand, she is seeking to re-establish historic links with some of her wines; on the other hand, 
she is addressing the fascinations of those on the cutting edge of contemporary winemaking,” said 
Chairman of Judges Peter Forrestal.    

PERPETUAL VITICULTRIST OF THE YEAR AWARD
Gourmet Traveller WINE, has always considered work in the vineyard as important as that in the winery. 
The sponsorship of Perpetual made it possible for us to introduce an award for viticulture in 2013. 

This year, The Perpetual Viticulturist of the Year Award for 2014 goes to the Chalmers family 
who are almost single-handedly responsible for the introduction and growth of indigenous Italian 
grape varieties suited to the Australian climate. “The Chalmers family has contributed an enormous 
amount to warm-climate viticulture, to the cause of alternative grape varieties, to the diversity of 
Australian wine and to their fellow grape growers. The fact this is truly a family business with no 
fewer than five family members now involved gives it extra resonance,” said judge Huon Hooke.  
Bruce and Jenni Chalmers and their daughters Tennille and Kim, and Kim’s husband Bart van 
Olphen, who makes their small-batch trial wines, received the award.

To arrange interviews with Peter Gago, Gwyn Olsen, or members of the Chalmers family, contact 
Deborah Thomas on (02) 9282 8117, 0411 850 074; email dthomas@bauer-media.com.au, or Judy 
Sarris on (02) 9282 8430; email jsarris@bauer-media.com.au.

The Gourmet Traveller WINE Winemaker of the Year 2014 award was judged by a panel of the 
magazine’s contributors: Huon Hooke, Andrew Caillard MW, Nick Bulleid MW, Peter Bourne,  
Sophie Otton, Mike Bennie, and Peter Forrestal (Chairman of Judges).

ABOUT GOURMET TRAVELLER WINE MAGAZINE
Gourmet Traveller WINE is the leading publication on Australian, New Zealand and international wine. 
Top experts such as Huon Hooke, Peter Bourne, Max Allen, Bob Campbell MW, and Jancis Robinson 
MW, keep readers informed about the very best the world of the grape has to offer through their 
regular columns, tastings, articles on winemakers and guides to food and wine matching as well as 
recommendations for the wine traveller and reviews of the Best Buy and 100 Top New Release wines.


