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Sydney eatery Rockpool has beaten a very competitive field to be named Australia’s new 

Restaurant of the Year.  

Launching the country’s only national restaurant guide last night at an Italo disco-themed 

awards ceremony at Sydney’s Carriageworks, Gourmet Traveller’s editors singled out the 

landmark restaurant for its glamorous and grown-up take on fine dining. In making the 

announcement they paid tribute to the Sydney restaurant, saying it was the whole package, 

with spectacular and inventive food from Neil Perry and Phil Wood, a deep bench of talent 

working its floor, a luxe room, exciting cellar, and savvy, welcoming service from its star 

sommelier. “This isn’t hospitality cribbed from the internet and practised in the mirror,” they 

said. “This is the real thing.” 

Winners of the awards came from all over the country. Australia’s Bar of the Year is 

Brisbane favourite The Gresham, while Regional Restaurant of the Year is ambitious 

Byron Bay newcomer Three Blue Ducks. Melbourne scored with Vanessa Crichton of 

Rosetta taking out Maître d’ of the Year, and Raffaele Mastrovincenzo from Kappo 

winning Sommelier of the Year. Dan Hunter, of Brae in country Victoria, took out the top 

spot in the peer-voted Chef of the Year award.  

Sydney wasn’t left out, with the New Restaurant of the Year award going to Bennelong. 

Lennox Hastie, a chef who cooks only with fire at his Surry Hills restaurant, Firedoor, is 

Best New Talent, and Billy Kwong won Wine List of the Year.  

“We’ve got a room full of really exciting talent,” says GT chief restaurant critic, Pat Nourse. 

“The overall standard in this country, whether it’s in cafés, bars, casual eateries or the finest 

of diners, is on the up, and that’s a win for Australians who love eating out. It just goes to 

show that Australia is truly a great destination for people who love to eat, drink and have 

fun.” 

 
“Our restaurant scene is so vibrant, diverse and exciting,” says GT editor, Anthea Loucas, 
“it’s a real honour and a pleasure for us to be able to celebrate it through these awards, our 
restaurant guide and in every issue of Gourmet Traveller.”  
 



 

Details of all the winners are in the September issue of Gourmet Traveller, on newsstands 
with the new edition of the national Gourmet Traveller Australian Restaurant Guide, 
presented by Vittoria Coffee, and supporting sponsors Ilve, Uniworld and Sydney Kitchens, 
on Thursday 20 August.  
 
AUSTRALIAN GOURMET TRAVELLER RESTAURANT AWARDS WINNERS 

RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
Rockpool, Sydney, NSW  
 
CHEF OF THE YEAR 
Dan Hunter, Brae, Birregurra 
 
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO HOSPITALITY 
Joost Bakker, sustainability activist 
 
NEW RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
Bennelong, Sydney, NSW  
 
WINE LIST OF THE YEAR 
Billy Kwong, Sydney 
 
SOMMELIER OF THE YEAR 
Raffaele Mastrovincenzo, Kappo, Sydney 
 
MAÎTRE D’ OF THE YEAR 
Vanessa Crichton, Rosetta, Melbourne 
 
BEST NEW TALENT 
Lennox Hastie, Firedoor, Sydney 
 
REGIONAL RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
Three Blue Ducks, Byron Bay, NSW 
 
BAR OF THE YEAR 
The Gresham, Brisbane 
 
THREE-STAR WINNERS 
The Bridge Room, Sydney 
Sepia, Sydney 
Vue de Monde, Melbourne 
Momofuku Seiobo, Sydney 
Quay, Sydney 
Brae, Birregurra 
Attica, Melbourne 
Rockpool, Sydney 
 
PDFs of the awards feature and hard copies of the September issue of Gourmet Traveller and the Gourmet 

Traveller Australian Restaurant Guide are available on request. 

 
 

 



  

 

For media enquiries and interviews with the winning chefs, Gourmet Traveller editor 

Anthea Loucas, and chief restaurant critic Pat Nourse, please contact: 

Allira Carroll, Director – Tonic Public Relations 

E: allira@tonicpr.com.au 

M: 0499 406 036 

 

Anthea Loucas, Editor, Gourmet Traveller  

E: aloucas@bauer-media.com.au  

M: 0418 142 156                         

                                                                                                          

About Australian Gourmet Traveller 
Australian Gourmet Traveller is the country’s premier food and travel magazine, full of spectacular photography 
and the best in food and travel writing, all designed to inform, entertain and inspire. Gourmet Traveller’s pages 

are packed with sensational recipes, entertaining ideas, the inside scoop on the food and wine scene, leading 
restaurants and hotels, and lavish spreads on some of the world’s most intoxicating travel destinations. It 
encapsulates the best that life can offer and speaks to those who don’t just aspire to the good life but embrace it 
wholeheartedly. Gourmet Traveller is also a leader in the digital magazine world, with a large following for its 

content-rich web and iPad platforms, and a strong, long-established presence on Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest 
and Twitter. For more information, visit www.gourmettraveller.com.au. 

 
About Bauer Media:  

Bauer Media publishes 60-plus magazines in Australia, selling more than 60 million copies each year. They 
include some of the longest-running and most successful mastheads, such as the country’s biggest-selling 
monthly magazine, The Australian Women’s Weekly, Australia’s number-one weekly magazine, Woman’s Day, 
Dolly, NW, TV Week, Cleo, Cosmopolitan, Australian Gourmet Traveller, Australian House & Garden and 
Wheels. Integral to the company’s success are vibrant, information-packed websites, mobile apps and social 
media platforms managed by Bauer Xcel Media, Bauer’s global digital division. Bauer Custom Media leads the 
way in creating branded cross-platform editorial content for major clients including Telstra, Myer and Weight 
Watchers. For more information visit www.bauer-media.com.au 
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