
Johnstons Creek Catchment 
Floodplain Risk 
Management Study 
and Plan 

The City of Sydney is preparing a 
Floodplain Risk Management Study 
and Plan for the Johnstons Creek 
catchment area and we would like 
your help.
The study will tell us about the type of flood 
mitigation solutions feasible for the catchment 
and help us plan for and manage any flood risks.

Good management of flood risks can help 
reduce damage and improve social and 
economic opportunities.



The City of Sydney has engaged 
WMAwater to assist with the 
preparation of the Johnstons Creek 
Floodplain Risk Management Study 
and Plan. 

The Johnstons Creek Flood Study 
was completed by WMAwater in 
2012, giving the City of Sydney a 
better understanding of the nature 
of flooding in your area. The next 
step in the NSW Government 
Flood Management Process is the 
preparation of a Floodplain Risk 
Management Study and Plan. The 
purpose of this study and plan is to 
identify and recommend appropriate 
actions to manage flood risks in the 
Johnstons Creek area. 

Stages of the NSW Government 
Flood Prone Land Policy

 1.  Formation of a Committee – 
complete

2. Data Collection – complete

3. Flood Study – complete

 4.  Floodplain Risk Management 
Study

5.  Floodplain Risk Management 
Plan

6. Implementation of Plan.

Study area and flooding issues

The Johnstons Creek Catchment 
includes the suburbs of Annandale, 
Camperdown, Forest Lodge and 
parts of Glebe and Newtown.

Land uses within the catchment 
include residential, commercial  
and industrial properties as well  
as parklands.

Have your say 

We want your comments about  
previous flood experiences and  
potential mitigation options. 

The local knowledge of residents 
and business operators, including 
your personal experiences of 
flooding, is a valuable source  
of information. 

The information you provide in  
the accompanying questionnaire  
will help the City of Sydney 
determine how to manage the  
floods in your area. 

For more information about  
this project, please contact the  
City of Sydney or WMAwater via the 
details provided.

Floodplain risk 
management options 

The following list of floodplain  
risk management options are  
being investigated:

Flood modification options. 

•  Construction of detention/retarding 
basins to reduce the peak flow 
downstream;

•  Upgrading of drainage systems, 
upgrade of existing pipes or  
construction of new pipes; and

•  Raise footbridges to improve flood 
flow. 

Property modification options  
and planning control.

•  Strategic planning and flood related 
development controls; and

•  Flood-proofing measures,  
such as flood barriers.

Response modification options. 
Examples include:

•  Revision of the Local  
Disaster Plan;

•  Public awareness and education  
– locality-based flooding information 
for residents;

•  Public awareness and education  
– flooding information for schools;

•  Flood depth markers at major 
(flood-affected) road crossings; and 

•  Data collection strategies for  
future floods.

cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/floodplain-management

For more information please contact:

WMAwater 
Steve Gray 
Phone 02 9299 2855 
Fax: 02 9262 6208 
gray@wmawater.com.au

City of Sydney  
Shah Alam 
Phone: 02 9288 5925 
salam@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au





As a local resident who may have witnessed flooding/drainage problems, you may have your own 
ideas about how to reduce flood risks. Which of the following management options would you 
prefer for the Johnstons Creek catchment (1=least preferred, 5=most preferred)?

Proposed option Preference

Enhance pit and pipe capacity and  detention basins in John Street and Arthur Gray Reserves — 1   2   3   4   5

Detention basin at St Johns Oval — 1   2   3   4   5

Trunk drainage upgrade from Sparkes Street to Johnstons Creek and downstream channel works — 1   2   3   4   5

Regrade park west of Johnstons Creek and widen walkway under the Crescent — 1   2   3   4   5

Raise footbridges to above the 100 year average recurrence interval flood level — 1   2   3   4   5 

Strategic planning and flood related development controls — 1   2   3   4   5

Education of the community, providing greater awareness of potential hazards — 1   2   3   4   5

Flood forecasting, flood warnings, evacuation planning and emergency response measures — 1   2   3   4   5

 

Other (please specify any options you think are suitable): .....................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

If you have any further comments that relate to the Johnstons Creek Flood Management Study and Plan, 
please provide your name, address and phone number and any comments below and we will contact you. 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

 
Glossary

Culvert – a piped drain or covered channel that passes under a road or railroad.

Levee bank/flood wall – an embankment or wall, usually constructed from earth or concrete, built along the banks of a 
watercourse to help prevent overflow of its waters.

Retarding/detention basin – depression in the land surface that captures and holds stormwater runoff allowing it to slowly 
drain out of the basin into the adjoining natural drainage line or creek.


