
 

 

NEWTOWN PLAYGROUNDS UPGRADE  
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY 

March 2014 

 

How You Responded: 

We heard from you through various sources including: 
- 30 replied paid comment forms 
- 2 online survey forms and 
- 20 online forum comments 
 
These submissions included:  
- 34 comments about Alice Street Playground 
- 23 comments about Darley Street: and  
- 34 comments about Matt Hogan Reserve 
 
Many detailed and articulate responses were received which showed the playgrounds are highly 
valued by residents. They included a range of suggestions and priorities for the upgrading as 
summarised below.  
 

Alice Street Playground 

Alice Street Playground was thought to be well suited 
to toddler play, being well fenced. There were also 
suggestions to include equipment for school aged 
children because of the proximity of Camdenville 
Public School. The most popular priorities for 
traditional playground equipment were swings and 
slides with a request to include natural play elements. 
Around half the comments suggested including new 
planting within the playground and there were a 
number of requests for a shade structure. Concerns 
were raised about dogs exercising in the playground.  

Darley Street Playground 

Darley Street Playground was thought to be well suited 
to toddler play, being fenced. The most popular priority 
for new playground equipment was climbing 
equipment. Many residents requested natural play 
elements and planting and there were a number of 
requests for a shade structure. There were a small 
number of requests to remove the park trees and an 
equal number noting that the trees were highly valued.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Matt Hogan Reserve 

Matt Hogan Reserve was considered an important 
place, being popular for older children to hang out, 
often using the park tables after school for homework, 
as well as for younger families. New equipment and 
spaces for both toddlers and older children was 
requested. The most popular equipment types were 
swings and climbing play equipment. Around a third of 
the comments raised concerns about graffiti within the 
park and management of this issue was considered 
very important to the success of the upgrade. A 

quarter of respondents requested additional shade be provided due to the recent removal of 
a large tree to the north of the playground. Aviation themed equipment and a mural were 
suggested to reference the park’s former use as the Aeroplane Jelly factory. 

Other suggestions 

A variety of other suggestions were received including more litter, recycling and dog bins, 
community notice boards, basketball hoop, wooden playhouse, skate elements, fitness 
equipment, table tennis table, rock climbing wall, low rope course, BBQs, seating, tables for 
teenagers, secure gates, filtered water stations, CCTV cameras, mosaics and murals. Play 
experiences like water play and sandpits were recommended along with natural treatments 
such as flowers, herbs, vegetables and citrus trees. Feedback requesting flexible spaces 
which would cater to a variety of people in the diverse neighbourhood of Newtown was also 
received.   

Where to from here: 

Designs for the playgrounds are being prepared based on the comments received, the 
characteristics of the sites and available budgets. Unfortunately not all suggestions will be 
able to be included in the current upgrade, however they will be considered for future 
upgrades.  
 
Construction is planned for May-June 2014 and will require closure of the playgrounds. 
Notification of the work will be provided closer to the time. 
 


