About

SPARE PARTS

PUPPET THEATRE

Through the art of puppetry we share stories that
celebrate what it is to be human, connecting
audiences across generations.
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Spare Parts Puppet Theatre is
Australia’s flagship puppetry
company and a driving force in the
puppetry landscape in Australia
since 1981. We are the first live
performing arts experience for
many of our audience members.
We believe that the performing
arts are an excellent vehicle for
teaching young people skills in
empathy, relationship building,
resilience, creative thinking and
storytelling.

We are dedicated to creating an
artistic program that complements
and enhances the learning
process while finding meaningful
ways to link to the curriculum and
the needs of teachers. For each
show, we provide comprehensive
teachers notes that include
classroom activities developed by
teachers, for teachers.
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The performance
gave my students
the courage
to explore and
experiment.

The performance
provided many
teachable
moments, not only
in the Arts.

The performance
was mesmerising
and clever. We
loved the story of
Blueback.

Wonderful
show - had
the students’
attention the
whole way
through.

I loved the
expressions on
my students’
faces – they
had never seen
anything like it
before.
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Adapted by Peta Murray
from the book by Tim Winton
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Term

8–12 APR

10am & 1pm
Perfect for
Year 1+
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Blueback is an evocative story set along the
Western Australian coastline. It captures the
mystery of the sea and the majesty of an old
fish called “Blueback”, and the moment when
an inquisitive boy becomes a man of conviction,
prepared to stand up for what he loves and
believes in. One of Winton’s most personal and
quintessentially Western Australian stories,
Blueback depicts the life of a young boy, Abel, and
his mother, their relationship with the environment
and their desire to protect and preserve the
natural habitat of the place they call home.

Blueback is not only a comprehensive feast
of general capability skills, it spans numerous
learning areas including seasons, cycles of life,
sustainability, ethical understanding, personal and
social capability are all very present.

CURRICULUM LINKS

English, Science, Humanities and Social Sciences,
Health and Physical Education, Technologies, The Arts
Literacy, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
capability, Critical and creative thinking, Personal and social
capability, Ethical understanding

Adapted from the book
by Margaret Wild & Ron Brooks

Fox is a riveting fable which will take you on a
journey through scorched scrubland and ochre
deserts to discover the meaning of loyalty,
companionship and betrayal.

Margaret Wild’s timeless story leaves you with
questions that could take a lifetime to answer –
a potent starting point for rigorous discussion
with your students.

Told through a fusion of puppetry and dance, Fox
highlights the constant battle between remaining
faithful and falling for temptation and reminds
us that the strength of friendship can give us the
courage to get through difficult times.

CURRICULUM LINKS

English, Humanities and Social Sciences, Health
and Physical Education, Technologies, The Arts

Literacy, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
capability, Critical and creative thinking, Personal and social
capability, Ethical understanding, Intercultural understanding
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Term

1–5 JUL

10am & 1pm
Perfect for
Year 1+
4

“A dream you dream alone is only a dream.
A dream you dream together is reality.” - John Lennon

Term

The smell of sunscreen, seaweed, BBQs, and mozzie
repellent fill the scented air, as you and your students
join us for the World Premiere of On Our Beach.

that will have inquisitive minds pondering the
importance of real connection with others and what
contributes to our sense of identity as Australians.
A rich classroom resource for further exploration of
cultural identity, the importance of human connection
and new modes of expression.

23–27 SEPT

A stripe of vibrant blue sea meets a mosaic of colour:
umbrellas, towels and toys. It’s summer. Seagulls
shriek. We are gathering on the thin verandah that
is our coastline, our beach. The perfect setting to
explore ideas of identity, connection and belonging, a
place where we strip down the layers of our identity,
physically and metaphorically.
From this bustling strip of fun and laughter we will
follow two people, initially strangers, into imaginary
worlds of play, friendship and connection. On Our
Beach will take you and your students on a journey

Literacy, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
capability, Critical and creative thinking, Personal and social
capability, Ethical understanding, Intercultural understanding
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10am & 1pm
Perfect for
Year 1+
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CURRICULUM LINKS
English, Science, Humanities and Social Sciences,
Health and Physical Education, Technologies, The Arts

Based on the book by
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
With its timeless message about the importance of
forming friendships, The Little Prince is an adventure
story that celebrates the strength of a child’s
imagination and will have students questioning what
really matters, and who gets to decide?

The Little Prince is an emotionally nourishing way to
wrap up your school year and will leave your students
with a sense of understanding of what is truly valuable
and how this can be applied in their lives.

Saint-Exupéry’s exquisite tale tells the story of a curious
prince who leaves his tiny planet to go extraordinary
adventure across the universe, where he discovers that
the essential things in life can only be recognised with
the heart. Your classroom will be alive with conversation
as imaginations are awakened through clever storytelling, humour and insights.

English, science, Humanities and Social
Sciences, Health and Physical Education,
Technologies, The Arts

CURRICULUM LINKS

Literacy, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
capability, Critical and creative thinking, Personal and social
capability, Ethical understanding, Intercultural understanding
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Term

2–13 DEC

10am & 1pm
Perfect for
Year 1+
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School OF

PUPPETRY

WORKSHOPS
Our School of Puppetry Workshops will
spark the imagination of children from
Kindergarten right through to Year 12!
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The program enables you to choose a
workshop type that suits your students
and classroom needs and can be
tailored to meet the needs of both
primary and secondary students.
Workshop tutors are all professional
performers or designers and have
been trained to present workshops
that will have students brainstorming,
creating, making and performing.
School of Puppetry workshops are
a potent vehicle for arts education,

meeting design and technology
outcomes.
We can bring our workshops to you or
you can come to us! To find out more
on incursion and excursion options,
please email admin@sppt.asn.au or
call 9335 5044.
All workshops run for 1.5 hours and
can accommodate up to 30 students,
unless otherwise stated. Workshop
prices start from $495+GST.

PUPPET
Making

WORKSHOPS

HAND PUPPETS
Students are introduced to essential design skills
of colour, texture and form and how they relate to
character and emotion.

Suitable for Pre-Primary to Year 6

JUNK PUPPETS
Students transform everyday junk into amazing
puppets, exploring basic construction principles and
puppetry design. Includes a pre-workshop discussion
about puppetry, character and imaginary creatures to
get the creative juices flowing.

Suitable for Year 4 and above

PAPER PUPPETS
An exploration of how everyday materials like paper
can be transformed into living, breathing puppets.
Manipulation and story telling form a greater
component of this workshop, encouraging literacy
and critical and creative thinking.

Suitable for Year 4 and above

MARIONETTE PUPPETS
Marionette making is a workshop designed to open
children’s minds to how they can construct puppets
that move on stage! By making their own puppets
using string and soft materials, children learn how
elements of weight and balance influence puppet
movement.

Suitable for Year 1 and above

PERFORMING WITH PUPPETS
This comprehensive workshop covers drama
improvisation skills, story building, puppet
manipulation and the history of puppetry. Working in
small groups, students are exposed to a variety of
professionally made puppets and will discover the
magic of puppeteering.

Suitable for Year 4 and above
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Planning
YOUR VISIT
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GETTING HERE:
BY TRAIN

We’re located in Fremantle
directly across the road from the
Fremantle Train Station. If your
school is located along the train
line, why not jump on the train?

BY BUS

There is a drop off zone right outside
our front doors, so students can
get off and walk straight inside. Bus
bays are also located at the E-Shed
markets, 500m from the theatre.

WHY NOT STAY FOR LUNCH?
Our theatre is located within Pioneer Park, so we
have plenty of grassed area to sit down before or
after the show. School bags and lunch boxes may
be stored in the foyer areas during the show.

ACCESS
We have disabled access to the theatre and toilets.
If you have students in wheelchairs, let us know how
many so we know to reserve the appropriate seats in
the theatre.

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
Upon booking you will receive a copy of our public
liability insurance certificate and evacuation plan.

PUPPETRY MUSEUM
Within our foyer exists a magical display from our
38 years. Hundreds of puppets line the walls and
ceiling, showcasing the work that we have created
together with puppet makers and designers from
across the world. The foyer is open each day, and
we encourage you to take the time to explore before
or after the show.

Booking REQUESTS
1. Visit our 2019 School Season online:
www.sppt.asn.au
2. Select your preferred performance,
request to book via the form or call
our Operations Officer on 9335 5044

3. Once your booking request is confirmed,
you will have access to Teacher Resources

Teachers

Ticket

For each show, we provide
comprehensive teachers notes
that include classroom activities
developed by teachers, for teachers.
These can be found online at
www.sppt.asn.au/schools/
student-resources/

For every 8 students,
one teacher attends free.
Standard Price: $8 per student
Group of 40+: $6.50 per student

RESOURCES

PRICES

SPARE PARTS PUPPET THEATRE
1 Short Street, Fremantle WA
t. 08 9335 5044 f. 08 9335 7687
PO BOX 897, Fremantle WA 6959
admin@sppt.asn.au
www.sppt.asn.au

