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This learning sequence encourages students to discover 
stories about the contribution people make to their 
communities, past and present. 

Students investigate how dairy farmers and others in 
the dairy industry have contributed to Australian society, 
Students use a range of stories and videos about 
people’s feelings and attachment to places like dairy 
farms, dairy products and artefacts from dairy’s past, to 
explore these contributions and factors that influence 
people’s attachment to place, food and history. 

Students are given the opportunity to imagine what it 
would be like to be an investigator and they use research 
and their creative powers to bring their stories to life 
about these contributions, by creating a 3–5 minute 
presentation about dairy farmers, others in the dairy 
industry or dairy’s history.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

This is a unit of work for Geography, History, Civics and 
Citizenship and Technologies.

Year levels: Year 3

CURRICULUM FOCUS
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM CONTENT DESCRIPTIONS

Technologies 

Technologies: Knowledge and understanding

Investigate food and fibre production and food 
technologies used in modern and traditional societies 
ACTDEK012

Technologies: Processes and production skills

Generate, develop, and communicate design ideas 
and decisions using appropriate technical terms and 
graphical representation techniques ACTDEP015

Select and use materials, components, tools and 
equipment using safe work practices to make designed 
solutions ACTDEP016

Evaluate design ideas, processes and solutions based 
on criteria for success developed with guidance and 
including care for the environment ACTDEP017

Plan a sequence of production steps when making 
designed solutions individually and collaboratively 
ACTDEP018

Geography

Geographical inquiry & skills: Knowledge and 
understanding

The similarities and differences in individuals’ and groups’ 
feelings and perceptions about places, and how they 
influence views about the protection of these places 
ACHGK018

Civics and Citizenship

Civics and citizenship: Knowledge and understanding: 
citizenship, diversity and identity

Why people participate within communities and how 
students can actively participate and contribute 
ACHCK003

History

Historical knowledge and understanding: Community 
and remembrance

The role that people of diverse backgrounds have played 
in the development and character of the local community 
ACHHK062

General capabilities

Literacy; ICT’s capabilities, Critical and creative thinking

Source: Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), 
downloaded from the Australian Curriculum website, September 2015. 

This learning sequence is underpinned by the work of Lee 
Crockett. It uses the solution fluency through six phases: 
Define; Discover; Dream; Design; Deliver and Debrief. 
The phases of the model are based on the 21st Century 
Fluencies created by Crockett et al. (2011).

The 21st Century Fluencies are outlined extensively 
in the book ‘Literacy Is Not Enough’ by Crockett et al.. 
(2011). See globaldigitalcitizen.org and youtube.com/
watch?v=N8DEeR1sraA 

A SUGGESTED TEACHING SEQUENCE

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACTDEK012
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Browse?a=G&a=ENB&a=DE&y=3&y=4&layout=2&browseLayout=2
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Browse?a=G&a=ENB&a=DE&y=3&y=4&layout=2&browseLayout=2
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACTDEP017
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACTDEP018
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHGK018
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCK003
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHHK062
http://globaldigitalcitizen.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8DEeR1sraA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8DEeR1sraA
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Dairy Australia is searching for schools to discover how 
stories from other places, times and people relate to our 
lives today.

Become a special investigator and use research and the 
creative power of both digital and non-digital media to 
investigate how dairy farmers and others in the dairy 
industry have contributed to Australian society.

Dive into stories about dairy, collect images, firsthand 
accounts of people’s feelings about and attachment to 
dairy farms, dairy foods and dairy’s past.

Dairy Australia invites you to bring these stories about 
how dairy farmers and others in the dairy industry have 
contributed to Australian society to life, in your own way.

What investigations can assist you with your research? 
Will you investigate how dairy farmers contribute to 
Australian society in the past or present? Will you 
investigate how producers of dairy products contribute 
to Australian society? Will you investigate how remains of 
the dairy industry’s past contributed to Australian society? 

Dairy Australia and the National Museum of Australia 
can help out with lots of information, images and videos 
on their websites. 

Your challenge is to use the websites and a range 
of activities and videos to help you understand the 
contribution dairy farmers have made to Australian 
society. Are you up for the challenge? 

If so, exercise your imagination and create a 3–5 minute 
presentation to showcase your investigation into the 
contributions dairy farmers, producers of dairy foods 
or the industry have made.

STEP 1: THE SCENARIO
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Objective: Students need to illustrate their 
understanding of the challenges set out in the 
scenario by providing an oral definition of the task

Capture students’ interest and display different dairy 
foods or share pictures of different dairy farmers, dairy 
cows, dairy farms or historical artefacts related to 
dairy.  Use this display to help students understand the 
contribution dairy farmers, producers of dairy products or 
those involved in the history of the industry have made 
to Australian society.

Talk with students about the word ‘contributions’. What 
does the word mean?

Talk about what the students think they know 
about the contribution dairy farmers have made to 
Australian society. 

Repeat this and discuss what the students think they 
know about the contribution producers of dairy products 
have made to Australian society and how those involved 
in the dairy industry in the past might have contributed 
to Australian society.

Make guesses, for example: ‘My guess is dairy farmers 
have contributed to Australian society by...’ or ‘I guess 
that producers of dairy products like cheese, butter and 
yoghurt have contributed to Australian society by...’ or 
‘My guess is those involved in the dairy industry in the 
past contributed to Australian society by... 

Invite students to recall the focus of the task that Dairy 
Australia has invited them to undertake.

Ask students what they might need to know more about, 
in order to undertake the task set by Dairy Australia. 
Might they need to know something about the types 
of resources that are available to assist their research 
into the contributions dairy farmers, producers of dairy 
products or the industry in the past made to Australian 
society? Might they need to know where to find and 
research information about these contributions? Could 
they actually create their 3–5 minute presentation using 
their digital devices? Could they create their presentation 
using other materials and tools?

Prerequisite for progression

Ask students to articulate their understanding of 
the task/challenge through oral conversation and 
if appropriate a written (scribed) statement. 

Note: The Prerequisite for Progression are the 
checkpoints that occur at the end of each stage of the 
learning sequence. This is the time at which formative 
feedback is given to the students about what they 
have accomplished in that stage. It describes what the 
students must complete before they move onto the next 
phase of the unit. (Crockett, et al.)

STEP 2: DEFINE UNDERSTANDINGS
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Objective: Students need to research, read, 
view, listen to, discuss, gather, organise pictures 
and text about the contribution dairy farmers, 
producers of dairy foods or those involved 
in the history of the industry have made 
to Australian society

Introduce the student section on the ‘Discover Dairy’ 
website. See dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/students

In pairs using a digital device, explain to the class they 
are to select their year level on the tool bar and then 
to choose the ‘Farm life’ and ‘Dairy farmers’ icons to 
discover the different contributions some dairy farmers 
are making to Australian society. See dairy.edu.au/
discoverdairy/topics/farm-life/dairy-farmers

Listen to farmers from around Australia and their stories. 
See legendairy.com.au/dairy-farming/our-people/
farmer-stories

Use the drop down list and choose different Australian 
states to hear about dairy farmers contributions to 
Australian society using stories found at legendairy.com.
au/dairy-farming/our-people/farmer-stories

Ask students to record findings about these farmers 
and their contributions to Australian society. 

Explore other resources that feature dairy farmers and 
investigate their contributions to Australian society. 

Find out about the Lang family who farm dairy cows 
in Victoria at dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-
resources/videos/farmer-stories-the-lang-family-
victoria

Learn about the Judd family in Queensland.  
See dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/
videos/farmer-stories-the-judd-family-queensland

Find out about Tom Pearce and his contributions 
to Australian society by watching youtube.com/
watch?v=R6-AL2-GF1w 

View and listen to ‘A day in the life of a dairy farmer’ at 
open.abc.net.au/projects/day-in-the-life-11bh6tz/
contributions/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-dairy-farmer-
66fe0dm and hear about Rob McIntosh and his 
contributions to Australian society.

Find out about Emma Visser and her contributions 
to Australian society too. See youtube.com/
watch?v=9Bk8gLTiKCg#t=89

Explore some history about the dairy industry. Read 
information at dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-
resources/background-information/s18-dairy-farming-
in-australia

Go to the National Museum Australia website to research 
more about the industry’s contribution to Australian 
society. Find out about the ‘Essendon Milk Cart’ that 
was used to deliver milk at nma.gov.au/collections/
highlights/milk_cart

Ask students questions like:

• What can you see?

• Can you describe it?

• What does it do?

• Who might have used it?

• Does it have special significance?

• What might its contribution to Australian society 
have been?

STEP 3: DISCOVER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8DEeR1sraA
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/topics/farm-life/dairy-farmers
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/topics/farm-life/dairy-farmers
http://legendairy.com.au/dairy-farming/our-people/farmer-stories
http://legendairy.com.au/dairy-farming/our-people/farmer-stories
http://legendairy.com.au/dairy-farming/our-people/farmer-stories
http://legendairy.com.au/dairy-farming/our-people/farmer-stories
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/farmer-stories-the-lang-family-victoria
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/farmer-stories-the-lang-family-victoria
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/farmer-stories-the-lang-family-victoria
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/farmer-stories-the-judd-family-queensland
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/farmer-stories-the-judd-family-queensland
http://youtube.com/watch?v=R6-AL2-GF1w
http://youtube.com/watch?v=R6-AL2-GF1w
http://open.abc.net.au/projects/day-in-the-life-11bh6tz/contributions/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-dairy-farmer-66fe0dm
http://open.abc.net.au/projects/day-in-the-life-11bh6tz/contributions/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-dairy-farmer-66fe0dm
http://open.abc.net.au/projects/day-in-the-life-11bh6tz/contributions/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-dairy-farmer-66fe0dm
http://youtube.com/watch?v=9Bk8gLTiKCg#t=89
http://youtube.com/watch?v=9Bk8gLTiKCg#t=89
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/background-information/s18-dairy-farming-in-australia
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/background-information/s18-dairy-farming-in-australia
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/background-information/s18-dairy-farming-in-australia
http://www.nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart
http://www.nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart
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Talk about how the horse cart is of such great 
significance to Australian society and how it has been 
conserved by the National Museum of Australia. 
See nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_
cart#Clydesdale_horses

Watch a video about the Tighe family and find out 
about their contribution to the Australian community 
of Essendon in Victoria in the past. See youtube.com/
watch?v=Ez_pkEOu3Fs

Talk about the contribution the milk cart and the horses 
made to people in the community of Essendon.  
See nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_
cart#Clydesdale_horses

Talk about Clydesdales and Katie the horse and her 
contribution to people in the community of Essendon, for 
example, how Katie knew every house and every stop 
where milk was to be delivered.

Read about the Tighe family and their contribution to the 
people of Essendon for over 60 years. See nma.gov.au/
collections/highlights/milk_cart#The_Tighe_family_of_
Lincoln_Park_Dairy

As a class, talk about why people like dairy farmers and 
producers of dairy products, participate in communities 
and how they contribute to our ability to bring us fresh 
wholesome milk and dairy products.

Reflect on how Australia’s dairy farmers have been 
producing dairy products for almost 200 years.

View the video ‘Start and End your Day with Dairy’ at 
dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/
start-and-end-your-day-with-dairy and invite students 
to think about the ways dairy farmers and producers of 
dairy products have enabled them to start and end their 
day with dairy.

Form pairs to discuss the different types of presentations 
that could be created to share understandings about 
the dairy farmers, producers of dairy products or those 
involved in the history of the industry have made to 
Australian society.

Ask pairs to share these understandings with others.

Ask each student to share what their research has told 
them and what they still have to accomplish within the 
task with their peers, the teacher and family.

Prerequisite for progression

Students have worked as a class, individually and in 
pairs and collected research on the contribution dairy 
farmers, producers of dairy foods or those involved in the 
history of the industry have made to Australian society.

Websites, videos and images are used to contextualise 
understanding. Students will share their ideas with 
peers, the teacher and family.

http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#Clydesdale_horses
http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#Clydesdale_horses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ez_pkEOu3Fs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ez_pkEOu3Fs
http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#Clydesdale_horses
http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#Clydesdale_horses
http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#The_Tighe_family_of_Lincoln_Park_Dairy
http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#The_Tighe_family_of_Lincoln_Park_Dairy
http://nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/milk_cart#The_Tighe_family_of_Lincoln_Park_Dairy
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/start-and-end-your-day-with-dairy
http://dairy.edu.au/discoverdairy/learning-resources/videos/start-and-end-your-day-with-dairy
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Objective: Students need to imagine how they are 
going to create a presentation on the contribution 
dairy farmers, producers of dairy foods or those 
involved in the history of the industry have made 
to Australian society

Ask students to visualise their presentation about the 
contribution dairy farmers, producers of dairy foods 
or those involved in the history of the industry, have 
made to Australian society. What might the presentation 
feature? What might it include? What might be focused 
on? How might the 3–5 minute presentation be created?

Develop possible solutions by structuring a fictitious 
interview with the subject of the proposed presentation 
(either a dairy farmer, producer of dairy foods or those 
involved in the history of the industry) and investigate 
the contributions they have made to Australian society.

Draft questions that might help develop a possible 
framework for the presentation.

Challenge students to think about the materials, tools, 
and equipment they will need to create the presentation. 
Will they use digital or non-digital media and tools?

Ask students to imagine how they are going to create 
a presentation using digital or non-digital media to help 
tell the story about how dairy farmers, producers of dairy 
foods or those involved in the history of the industry have 
made a contribution to Australian society.

Invite students to think about how they might 
photograph or find photographs to help tell the story 
about how dairy farmers, producers of dairy foods or 
those involved in the history of the industry have made a 
contribution to Australian society.

Progressions for Learning

The class have brainstormed ideas to begin their 
presentation using digital or non-digital media to help 
tell the story about how dairy farmers, producers of dairy 
foods or those involved in the history of the industry 
have made a contribution to Australian society, and have 
answered the questions posed in the dream phase. 

STEP 4: DREAM
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Objective: Students need to explain, prepare 
and document how they are going to create a 
presentation on the contribution dairy farmers, 
producers of dairy foods or those involved 
in the history of the industry have made to 
Australian society

Ask students to decide on their presentation type to 
share the contribution dairy farmers, producers of dairy 
foods or those involved in the history of the industry have 
made to Australian society.

Invite students to think about how they might include 
their information and findings into a 3–5 minute 
presentation.

Talk about the importance of a clear layout and design 
that makes it easy for an audience to understand and 
interpret the information given.

Discuss the importance of the information included in the 
presentation being accurate.

Talk about the importance of sourcing photos and 
information correctly.

Ask students to draft the steps involved in making their 
chosen digital or non-digital presentation.

Ask students to gather the materials, tools, and 
equipment needed and then plan each step involved 
in creating the digital or non-digital presentation.

Invite students to start creating the presentation about 
the contribution dairy farmers, producers of dairy foods 
or those involved in the history of the industry have 
made to Australian society.

Ask students to explain how they plan to finalise and 
create their presentation to another peer in the class 
and seek feedback on their ideas.

Progressions for Learning

Students are able to document in oral or written/digital 
forms how this project is to occur. The understanding is 
demonstrated by the students explaining their thinking 
to a peer in the class.

STEP 5: DESIGN
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Objective: Students need to deliver their 
presentation about the contribution dairy 
farmers, producers of dairy foods or those 
involved in the history of the industry have 
made to Australian society

The Delivery phase has two stages – production and 
publication. In the produce stage the project comes to 
life – this is the doing phase. At the end of this phase 
the presentation about the contribution dairy farmers, 
producers of dairy foods or those involved in the history 
of the industry have made to Australian society, should 
be completed.

Ask students to communicate how dairy farmers, 
producers of dairy foods or those involved in the history 
of the industry have contributed to Australian society!

In the publication stage, students get to showcase all 
of their thinking and planning. This is the time when 
students deliver their presentations to each other or an 
audience. This is a good time for peer or self-assessment.

Share the 3–5 minute presentations about how dairy 
farmers, producers of dairy foods or those involved 
in the history of the industry have contributed to 
Australian society.

Video the presentations and enjoy a day of learning 
about the contributions of dairy farmers, producers 
of dairy foods or those involved in the history of 
the industry and how they have contributed to 
Australian society.

Set up a cinema and invite students, teachers and 
parents to share in what the students have learned.

Progression for Learning

Each student has produced a 3–5 minute presentation 
about the contribution dairy farmers, producers of dairy 
foods or those involved in the history of the industry have 
made to Australian society.

STEP 6: DELIVER – PRODUCE
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Objective: Assess the results of the 3–5 minute 
presentation about the contribution dairy 
farmers, producers of dairy foods or those 
involved in the history of the industry have 
made to Australian society

Ask students to reflect on their learning and: 

• re-tell their findings about the contribution dairy 
farmers, producers of dairy foods or those involved 
in the history of the industry have made to 
Australian society.

• talk about the processes they used to create their 
3–5 minute presentation to describe the contribution 
dairy farmers, producers of dairy foods or those 
involved in the history of the industry have made 
to Australian society.

• evaluate their presentation and write three sentences 
about whether the presentation used a clear layout 
and design; whether it included accurate information; 
and whether it sources its photos and information. 
Ask students to include details on the quality of their 
planning, their finished presentation and whether 
they enjoyed the task.

STEP 7: DEBRIEF

MILK
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