REQUIREMENTS FOR BAPTISM
The baptism of children (or adults) is an aspect of Church life that has
been practised in the Anglican Church since its inception in the 16th
Century. It is an occasion where parents and godparents make a
declaration before God, the minister and the congregation about their
own personal faith in God as well as how they intend to bring up their
children in the knowledge and faith of the Christian Church.
Ideally, baptism is an occasion where the gathered people of God also
make a statement about how they will love and support this new
member of the Church family. From that perspective, our ideal would be
to have all baptisms take place during one of our regular services at
either the Kincumber Ministry Centre, St. Bede’s in Saratoga, or our
Sunday evening service at the Kincumber Neighbourhood Centre.
However, we understand that many people are keen to have a baptism
service at our Heritage Church in Kincumber.
To ensure that all parties are entering into the covenant of baptism with
the right perspective, Kincumber Anglican has several requirements of
families seeking the baptism of a child.

REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
If you are not currently a regular member of our church, Kincumber
Anglican requires that you attend a total of three preparation sessions.
• The first session is a review of the Christian gospel; what is it that
you are baptising your child into?
• The second session focuses on what it means to grow up in the life
and faith of the Christian Church.
• The final session looks at the Church’s view of baptism and at the
service itself.
The duration of each session is between one and two hours.
We are happy to hold the main body of the baptism service at the
Kincumber Heritage Church, but to complete the process of baptism,
families will also be required to attend one of our regular services,
where the members of our church family will make their commitment to
support the child being baptised and their family. This is the point at
which those being baptised will be presented with their baptism
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certificates.

REQUIREMENTS FOR REGULAR MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
If you regularly attend one of our congregations, you need to contact
one of the ministers and inform them of your intention and arrange a
suitable occasion for the baptism. You will be required to attend the
third session of baptism preparation sessions (see above), which focuses
on the church’s understanding of baptism and looks at the baptism
service itself.
If, as a regular member of the Church, you have chosen to have a baptism
service at the Heritage Church, we will also arrange to have a small
celebration during your regular Sunday service, where the church family
will have the opportunity to make their promise to support the child
being baptised and their family and friends.

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBSEQUENT BAPTISMS
If you have previously had children baptised in our parish, you will only be
required to come to the third preparation session, focussing on the
church’s understanding of baptism and looks at the baptism service
itself.
To receive your child’s baptism certificate, you will also be required to
attend one of our regular services, where the members of our church
family will make their commitment to support the child being baptised
and their family.

QUESTIONS/NOTES:
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Two Ways To Live (an intro to the gospel)
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CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW:
HOW DO WE MAKE SENSE OF THE WORLD?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR HOW I LIVE MY LIFE?
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WHAT IS BAPTISM?
• The word “Baptise” comes from the Greek word “Baptizw”
meaning “to wash” or “to dip”.
o In the Old Testament, people who were ritually unclean were
expected to wash themselves before they could have a new
start.
• Jesus himself was baptised at the beginning of his ministry:

“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?”
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.””
(Matthew 3:1, 11, 13–17 New International Version (2011))

After his resurrection, Jesus instructed his disciples:

““All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.””
(Matthew 28:18–20 New International Version (2011))
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• As the disciples took on the role of baptising, it took on a new,
deeper meaning, not only delivering a physical message about
having a clean start, but speaking of the Spiritual truth that through
the person and work of Jesus Christ, followers of Jesus are born
again, they had new life and the sure hope of an eternal future
• In the early centuries, many who were being baptised were adults.
It was a serious matter that required a great deal of preparation.
For most of the first four centuries AD, a profession of Christian
faith carried a high likelihood that your life would be at risk.
• In 313AD, Emperor Constantine (who himself is said to have
converted) declared an edict which protected Christians and the
church grew at a far greater rate.
• Children began being more regularly baptised as Christian families
committed themselves to raising their children in the life and faith
of the Christian Church.
o In many Churches this is still the case, with youths undergoing
“confirmation classes” in their teenage years where they take
ownership of the promises made on their behalf as children.
• Throughout Biblical times and in the early centuries of the church,
baptism would most likely have occurred by full immersion in a
river or lake. In later centuries the practice of pouring water over
the head of children using a baptismal font became more common.
• Baptism is one of two church practices known as “Sacraments” (an
outer and physical action that points to an inner and spiritual truth),
the other being Communion. In baptism the washing of water points
to a cleansing of sin and the new life that we are given through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
• It is vitally important to remember that the significance of baptism
comes from the relationship that parents and godparents have
with God as Christians. The intention of baptism is that this action
would be the beginning of a life-long relationship between the child
and the God who made them.

8

BAPTISM
Kincumber Anglican Church
God is the source of everything that is good. Children are his gift and he
entrusts parents with the privilege and responsibility of nurturing them
in his way. God wants our children to experience a loving home, to gain
wisdom, to live generously for the good of all, to grow in faith, and to
come at last to share in his eternal kingdom.
Without Christ, we humans are far gone from God and mired in sin.
Through the gospel, God addresses each one of us and calls us back to
himself, resulting in a profound change. The act of baptism is about that
change.
We follow the direction of Jesus, who said, ‘Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you.’
Ordinary water is used to point to the extraordinary work of God in
cleansing us from sin and giving us a new heart to trust and serve him,
through the death and resurrection of his Son. Baptism provides a public
opportunity to turn to Christ and express a personal trust in him and
what he has done for us, and to ask for the renewing work of the Holy
Spirit.
So let us pray to God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ that he
will grant to this child what they cannot have by nature, that they may be
born again by the Holy Spirit and be made living members of Christ’s
Church.
Heavenly Father,
we thank you that in your great love you have
called us to know you and to trust you.
Increase this knowledge and strengthen our faith.
Grant that N may be born again by the Holy Spirit,
cleansed from all sin, and inherit your eternal kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Bible reading followed by a brief reflection
God promises forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit to all who turn
to him in Christ. This promise also embraces the children of God’s
people, whom we bring to him in faith. Children must themselves express
faith in Christ when they are able to do so. They must turn away from
sin and put their trust in him. In due course, they should come to reaffirm
these promises and receive prayer for strengthening in confirmation.
Those of you who already trust in Christ, and are willing to teach and
encourage N in the same faith, are invited to make the baptismal
promises on his/her behalf. Therefore, I ask you,
Are you yourself a follower of Jesus Christ, trusting the gracious
promises of God?
I am.
Are you willing to sponsor this child, answering for them now and
accepting responsibility for his/her Christian upbringing in the life of the
Church?
I am willing.
I now ask you to answer on behalf of N.
Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.
Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.
Do you reject selfish living and all that is false and unjust?
I reject them all.
Do you renounce Satan and all evil?
I renounce all that is evil.
Almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, and lead you in
the light of Christ to his everlasting kingdom. Amen.

N has been brought here for baptism. Let us all affirm the faith into
which they are to be baptised.
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffe red unde r Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

N , I baptise you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
God has called you into his church.
We therefore receive and welcome you
as a fellow member of the body of Christ,
as a child of the same heavenly Father,
and as an inheritor with us of the kingdom of God.
I sign you with the sign of the cross
to show that you are to be true to Christ crucified and that you are not
to be ashamed to confess your faith in him.
Fight bravely unde r his banner against sin, the world and the
devil, and c ontinue Christ’s faithful soldier and servant to
your life’s end.
God has called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.
Shine as a light in the world to t he glory of God the Father.
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Heavenly Father, we pray for the parents and godparents of N.
Give them the spirit of wisdom and love, that they may teach this child
by word and example to fulfil the promises made in their name. In our
homes, give us the joy that comes from being faithful followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Ame n.

QUESTIONS/NOTES:

FINAL CHECKLIST:
☐

Before the service: Do I understand what responsibilities are
being placed upon me in bringing this child for baptism?

☐

During the servic e: Can I in good conscience make the promises
in this service, knowing that I am entering a covenant before God and this
congregation?

☐

After the Servic e: Do I intend to raise my child in an active
relationship with both God and his church, until they are old enough to
decide whether they want to be confirmed in the Church?
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