
to start teaching children than
when they are young? Paul reminds Timothy that he had the privilege
of knowing the holy Scriptures “from infancy” (2 Tim 3:14-15).

Teaching Little Ones is a six-year syllabus of Sunday School lessons for young children
by Stephanie Carmichael, author of Their God is so BIG.

On each CD-ROM there’s virtually everything you’ll need for one year (that’s 40 weeks) of 
lessons—including lesson plans, story scripts, action rhymes, prayers, activities and craft 
ideas. You won’t have to worry about recurring licence fees or buying workbooks—once 
you have bought this CD, your church can use the lessons year after year. The material is 
provided in Adobe® PDF format so you can distribute individual lessons to teachers via 
email, allowing them to prepare in advance and print off only the sheets they need.

This CD-ROM contains: Kingship
This is the second part of a syllabus designed for 5-8 year olds—children in their first few
years of school. This syllabus explores the theme of ‘kingship’ in the Bible. It begins in the
Old Testament with the Israelites’ request for a human king. After looking at how various
kings (like Saul, David and Solomon) ultimately fail to obey God, the children learn about
Jesus as the promised king, the obedient king, the servant king, the King of kings, and our
king. (See inside for full syllabus outline.)

System Requirements
For use with Adobe® Reader® 5.1 or higher (Reader® 7.0.5 included).
Adobe® Acrobat® Reader® 5.1 requires:

Adobe, Reader, Acrobat are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the
United States and/or other countries. © Matthias Media (St Matthias Press Ltd.) 2005. All rights reserved. All
material on this CD-ROM is protected by copyright and may not be used for any other purpose without the
express written permission of the publisher. For more information see the file ‘Copyright.pdf’ on this CD-ROM.

Windows
Pentium-class processor; Microsoft Windows 98
Second Edition, Windows Millennium Edition,
Windows 2000, Windows XP; 64MB of RAM; 30MB of
available hard disk space (an additional 60MB is
needed temporarily during installation); web browser.

Macintosh
PowerPC processor; Mac OS 9.1 or higher, Mac OS X
v.10.1.3 or higher; 64MB of RAM; 30MB of available
hard disk space (an additional 60MB is needed
temporarily during installation); web browser.

Title Age group

1 First Steps 2-3 year olds (transition crèche)

2 Learning about God
3-5 year olds (pre-school)

3 Introducing the Bible

4 Promises

5 Kingship 5-8 year olds (school-aged)

6 Salvation
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1. First Steps (2-3 year olds) 
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2. Learning About God (3-5 year olds)
ISBN 978 1 921068 21 8

3. Introducing the Bible (3-5 year olds)
ISBN 978 1 921068 22 1
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ISBN 978 1 921068 66 3

6. Salvation (5-8 year olds)
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Kingship 
… for 5 to 8 year olds 

Unit 6: Learning from Proverbs 

1. What we say Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

2. Important things to remember Proverbs 15:3, 28:25 

3. Being a friend Proverbs 17:9, 17, 24:26 

 

Unit 7: Jesus teaches us... 

1. Jesus teaches us to pray—part 1 Matthew 6:9-10 

2. Jesus teaches us to pray—part 2 Matthew 6:11-13 

3. Jesus teaches us to love Matthew 22:34-40 

4. Jesus teaches us about riches Matthew 6:19-21,19:16-22 

 

Unit 8: Christmas 
1. Jesus is born Matthew 1:1-16, Luke 1:26-33 

2. The king’s visitors Matthew 2:1-6 

3. Jesus, the greatest king ever Matthew 2:1-15 

© Matthias Media 2006 
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COPYRIGHT 

Copyright Matthias Media (St Matthias Press Ltd.) 2006. All rights reserved. All material 
in this file is protected by copyright and may not be used for any other purpose without 
the express written permission of the publisher. Files may not be altered or reproduced, 
whether in paper form or electronically (other than as specified below). 

The purchaser of this CD-ROM is granted limited rights to reproduce the material on 
this CD-ROM for the purpose of teaching the lessons to children and training teachers. 
In general the purchaser may reproduce the files only for use within a single Sunday 
School (or other similar teaching program for children). However, where a church 
(defined for this purpose as a group of congregations having one set of financial accounts, 
or a single parish) has multiple small Sunday Schools (i.e. less than 30 children between 
the ages of 2 and 8 in each Sunday School) then only one copy of the CD-ROM is 
required for the church as a whole. 

The purchaser of the CD-ROM may: 

• Email the PDF files of the lessons to individuals who teach in the Sunday School. 

• Make ONE copy of the CD-ROM for the purpose of providing the files to 
individuals who teach in the Sunday School. 

• Print/photocopy as many copies of the material as are required to teach children 
the lessons within the Sunday School. 

The purchaser should make the Sunday School teachers aware that the files cannot be 
reproduced except for use by that Sunday School. If the files are emailed the following 
notice should be included with the email: 

“Please note that these files are subject to copyright. Please do not forward these files or 
print a copy for anyone who is not a teacher in our Sunday School.” 

The material on this CD-ROM may NOT be reproduced (either electronically or in print) 
for the purpose of giving to another church or an individual who is not a member of your 
church (using the definition above). The files may not be placed on a server or web site 
where they might be accessible by people outside the Sunday School. If a Sunday School 
teacher who has the material on their computer or in printed form changes churches 
they should delete the files from their computer and destroy the printed copies. 

For more information about acceptable uses of the Teaching Little Ones material, 
including frequently asked questions, please visit the Teaching Little Ones page on our 
web site, www.matthiasmedia.com.au/tlo/. 
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 3 

Unit 6: Lesson 1   

What we say 
Bible reference… Proverbs 15:26; 16:24; 21:23 

For your own reference read Proverbs 1:1-6 to see what the 
purpose of Proverbs is 

[You may notice that the NIV renders some of the verses differently to 
the GNB. However, the sense of the verses in the GNB is fair (cf. the 
ESV) and appropriate for this age group.] 

Lesson aim… To help the children learn some precious truths that are in 
Proverbs about speech—what we say and how we say it. These are 
wise words written by King Solomon. 

Main message… God wants us to say friendly words, say kind words, be careful what 
we say and be honest. 

Memory verse… There are two options regarding the length of this verse: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’ 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; 
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.’ 

See page 9 for the actions and page 10 for the shorter version of 
the verse and page 11 for the longer version of the verse. 

Story preparation… You will need to make a puppet with a moving mouth (smile/sad) 
for the Introduction. See the illustration below to make a puppet—
begin with a cardboard circle and one mouth shape, draw or paste 
on a face and hair and then attach the mouth with a split pin so 
that it can be rotated to be a smile or a sad mouth. It would be 
ideal if the puppet could be attached in the middle of a large piece 
of cardboard (with the split pin from the mouth going through to 
the back of the cardboard) which is placed on an easel. 

  
For the Story, place a bookmark in the class Bible for each verse. 
Print page 15 to use as cards in the Story. Place pieces of blu-tack 
on the cardboard so that the cards can be attached to the cardboard 
(around the puppet) at the appropriate time in the story. Please 
note that by using these cards it is not intended that the children 
will be able to read them (as many won’t be able to)—it’s a way of 
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 4 

helping you, the teacher, to be able to reinforce the correct 
wording of each Proverb. 

If you would like to (and are able to) put posters on the wall print 
page 20 to be used as a poster on the wall at Sunday School to 
remind the children how they should be speaking to each other. 

Introduction… 

Talk to your puppet (‘Harry’). Say nice things and turn his mouth to be a smile. Say wisely 
chosen (i.e. not hurtful to any child) unkind things, and move his mouth to be a sad 
mouth. Say a few different things to the puppet and move its mouth to be happy or sad 
according to what you say. Here are some ideas: 

“Let’s see if I can think of some nice things to say to my friend Harry. What can I say… 

“Harry, I like your name. [make happy mouth on puppet] 

“Harry, I don’t like your hair. [make sad mouth on puppet]. Oops, that was unkind, wasn’t 
it? 

“I like being with you. [happy mouth] Yes, that was kind. Your mouth is silly. [sad mouth] 
Oops, unkind again. It’s a bit too easy to say unkind things. How about, I like your smile! 
[happy mouth] Yes, that was kind.” 

Story… 
When reading the verses, it would be great to read them directly from your class Bible. For each 
verse, open to the Proverb and read it from the Bible. Then hold up the card and attach it to the 
cardboard around ‘Harry’. 

[Hold up your class Bible (Good News Version) and find the book of Proverbs.] “This is our 
class Bible and near the middle of the Bible there is a book called Proverbs. Do you 
remember hearing about King Solomon? God made King Solomon very wise. Part of the 
book of Proverbs is written by King Solomon, so we can read some of the wise things he 
said. Proverbs is a bit different to a lot of the other books in the Bible because it doesn’t 
tell a story—it is made up of a whole lot of little verses (or sayings or wise words) which 
teach us about the best way to live. In the next few lessons we will be reading verses from 
Proverbs. 

“One of the things that we can read about in Proverbs is ‘talking’. Proverbs says a lot of 
things about how we talk and what sort of words we use. I’m now going to read Proverbs 
15, verse 26, ‘The LORD hates evil thoughts, but he is pleased with friendly words.’ Here 
is the verse [show card]. It’s good for us to remember so I’m going to put it here. [attach 
card to cardboard above or below ‘Harry’ and read the verse again] 
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 5 

“’Evil thoughts’ are bad or naughty thoughts about other people, or naughty things you 
could do. God doesn’t like bad or naughty thoughts but he does like friendly words. What 
are friendly words? Friendly words are kind words, nice words, words that help other 
people. God doesn’t want us to say mean, horrible things to each other, but friendly, kind 
things. Let’s read this verse again [re-read Proverbs 15:26]. 

“Another verse in Proverbs says something more about kind words. I’m now going to 
read Proverbs 16, verse 24, ‘Kind words are like honey—sweet to the taste and good for 
your health.’ Here is the verse [show card]. That’s good for us to remember so I’m going 
to put it here. [attach card to cardboard above or below ‘Harry’ and read the verse again] 

“Do you like honey? I do. This verse is saying that kind words are like honey. Honey is 
very sweet which makes it nice to taste. I know we don’t ‘taste’ words, but it is saying that 
words should be kind and nice for other people to hear, just like honey is nice to taste. 
Our words should be good for other people to hear—not nasty or unkind. So let’s read 
the verse again. [re-read Proverbs 16:24] 

“Proverbs tells us about what to say, and it also tells us about how to say it. I will now read 
Proverbs 21, verse 23, ‘If you want to stay out of trouble, be careful what you say.’ Here is 
the verse [show card]. It’s another good verse for us to remember, so I’m going to put it 
here. [attach card to cardboard above or below ‘Harry’ and read the verse again] 

 “We need to speak carefully. That means not saying the first thing we think of all the 
time, but thinking before we speak. Sometimes we are about to say unkind things or 
naughty things—things that might upset someone or get us into trouble. If we are 
careful about what we say, we will hopefully stop before we say unkind things or things we 
shouldn’t say. I’ll read this verse again. [re-read Proverbs 21:23] 

“We need God’s help because it can be difficult to say ‘friendly words’ [point to ‘friendly 
words’ from Proverbs 15:26 as you speak] and to say ‘kind words’ [point to ‘kind words’ in 
Proverbs 16:24 as you speak]. It can be difficult to ‘be careful what you say’. [point to ‘careful 
what you say’ in Proverbs 21:23 as you speak] We need to pray that God will help us.” 

Conclusion… 

“So we’ve looked in the book of the Bible called Proverbs, at some of the things that God 
wants us to do when we talk: 

say friendly words 
say kind words 
be careful what you say. 

 “Lets see if we can remember (see if the children can fill in the missing words as you speak): 

say .............. words 
say .............. words 
be ......................... 
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 6 

Clapping rhyme… 

This is a way of helping the children to learn the main message from today’s lesson. It’s 
very difficult to think of actions to go with these words, so instead of actions we are 
clapping. The first and second lines have two claps, and the third line has three claps. We 
don’t clap on the first word of each line and this word could be said by the teacher, with 
the children completing each line. Print page 12 if you want a copy of the words. 

say friendly words (clap on ‘friend…’ and ‘words’) 

say kind words (clap on ‘kind’ and ‘words’) 

be careful what you say (a bit tricky—clap on ‘care…’, ‘what’ and ‘say’) 

What about us?… 

“God wants each one of us to use friendly, kind words. Here at Sunday School God 
doesn’t want us to say things that are mean or unkind to each other. God wants us to say 
kind, friendly things to each other. We’re going to put this poster on the wall to help us 
remember how we should be speaking to each other [show page 20, read it and say where 
you will be placing the poster]. It can be hard to be careful what we say. We need God’s 
help. Let’s pray that God will help us to be careful what we say—not just here at Sunday 
School but all the time, wherever we are.”” 

Pray… 

Asking God to help us to be careful about what we say and help us to try to say friendly, 
kind words and not unkind words. Asking that God will help us to be careful what we say 
at Sunday School, and also all the time, wherever we are.  
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 7 

Activity suggestions... 

1. Folded mouth puppet 

See illustration at right: 

Before the lesson, print page 16 for each child and decide how the children will complete 
the puppet. In the lesson, first show a completed mouth puppet and hold it so that you 
can open and close the mouth. Also read the text. Then the children fold along the dotted 
lines as indicated above (the three folds make a top lip, upper mouth, lower mouth, 
bottom lip). Then the children draw or stick on eyes and add hair (draw hair or paste on 
wool, shredded paper, or brown paper strips) and colour around mouth (they could lightly 
colour the tongue so that the text can still be read, draw teeth, draw and colour lips 
and/or colour inside the mouth).  

2. Paper plate face 

See illustration at right. This activity is suitable for younger children, but 
will need more teacher direction. Each child will need a paper plate or 
cardboard circle. In the lesson, the children draw or paste on a face (draw or paste 
on eyes, ears, mouth and nose, draw eyebrows and colour cheeks, etc.) and paste on paper 
strips as hair. One idea for the mouth is to fold a red patty case (or red paper circle) in 
half and paste the back of one semi-circle (so the mouth can open). It would be preferable 
if younger children made their faces all the same way. Older children could be given 
more choice. Once completed, the children paste the caption from page 13 on the back 
(or the teacher could paste it on before the lesson).  

3. Cardboard face 

Each child needs a paper plate or a cardboard circle with a slit for the mouth cut by the 
teacher before the lesson, and a strip of paper which is the correct size to fit through the 
slit. See illustration above. In the lesson, the children make the rest of the face (as in 
activity #2). For variety, wool can be pasted on as hair. Then, if the children are able to 
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 8 

write, they could write some kind words (that they could try to remember to say) on the 
paper. Or each child could think of some kind words and tell the teacher who writes 
them. Or if this would be unmanageable, the teacher could print page 17 and cut out the 
strips to be trimmed as necessary. Once completed, attach the strip of paper to the back 
of the face with tape in such a way that it can come through the mouth, therefore 
making a puppet saying kind words! 

4. Page of verses 

Before the lesson print page 18 (especially for girls) or page 19 (especially for boys) for 
each child, or print page 14 and cut out one of each caption for each child and place them 
in an envelope. If the latter, you could give the children a larger piece of paper. If printing 
page 18, in the lesson the children colour in the patterns on the page. For page 19, the 
children draw cars and road markings. If printing page 14, in the lesson the children 
could draw their own patterns to paste the captions onto or the children could paste 
collage materials (various types of coloured paper shapes) around the captions. 
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UNIT 6:  LEARNING FR OM PROVER BS  LESSON 1: WHAT WE SAY 9 

Memory verse… 

This memory verse is one of the verses looked at next week. So you might prefer to wait 
until next week to introduce the memory verse. I have included the actions here in case 
you want to introduce it today. 

There are two options regarding the length of this verse. You could simply learn the first 
half of the verse, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. Or you could learn the full 
verse. Think about the children in your class and whether a longer or a shorter verse 
would be preferable. 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, 
whether we do good or evil.’ 

Here are actions that can accompany the verse as you say it: 

Proverbs 15 open both hands showing 10 fingers, then one hand showing 5 fingers 

verse 3 show three fingers 

The LORD point up 

sees what happens put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

everywhere outstretch arms making an arc 

Optional: 

he is point up 

watching  put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

us point to each other 

whether we do point to self 

good nod head 

or evil shake head 
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Caption for activity #2: 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 

 

God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 
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Captions for activity #4: 

Here are some Proverbs which talk 

about what we say. 

Here are some Proverbs which talk 

about what we say. 

Here are some Proverbs which talk 

about what we say. 

Here are some Proverbs which talk 

about what we say. 

The LORD hates evil thoughts, but 

he is pleased with friendly words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 

The LORD hates evil thoughts, but 

he is pleased with friendly words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 

The LORD hates evil thoughts, but 

he is pleased with friendly words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 

The LORD hates evil thoughts, but 

he is pleased with friendly words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 

Kind words are like honey— 

sweet to the taste and good for 

your health. 

Proverbs 16, verse 24 

Kind words are like honey— 

sweet to the taste and good for 

your health. 

Proverbs 16, verse 24 

Kind words are like honey— 

sweet to the taste and good for 

your health. 

Proverbs 16, verse 24 

Kind words are like honey— 

sweet to the taste and good for 

your health. 

Proverbs 16, verse 24 

If you want to stay out of trouble, 

be careful what you say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 

If you want to stay out of trouble, 

be careful what you say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 

If you want to stay out of trouble, 

be careful what you say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 

If you want to stay out of trouble, 

be careful what you say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 
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If you want to stay out of trouble, 

be careful what you say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 

Kind words are like honey—sweet to the 

taste and good for your health. 

Proverbs 16, verse 24 

The LORD hates evil thoughts,  

but he is pleased with friendly words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 
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God wants us to  

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 
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The LORD hates evil 

thoughts, but he is 

pleased with friendly 

words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 

Kind words are like honey—

sweet to the taste and good for 

your health. 

 Proverbs 16, verse 24 

If you want to stay 

out of trouble, be 

careful what you 

say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 

We can pray that God 

will help us to talk 

these ways. 

Here are some 

Proverbs which talk 

about what we say. 
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Here are some Proverbs 

which talk about what 

we say. 

The LORD hates evil thoughts, 

but he is pleased with friendly 

words. 

Proverbs 15, verse 26 

Kind words are like 

honey—sweet to the taste 

and good for your health. 

Proverbs 16, verse 24 

If you want to stay out of 

trouble, be careful what 

you say. 

Proverbs 21, verse 23 

We can pray that God 

will help us to talk these 

ways. 
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God wants us to 

say friendly words, 

say kind words, and 

be careful what we say. 

Proverbs 15:26, 16:24, 21:23 
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Unit 6: Lesson 2   

Important things to remember 
Bible reference… Proverbs 15:3, 28:25 
Lesson aim… To teach the children some of the wise words in Proverbs that are 

important things to remember in life—namely that God sees us 
all the time and he wants us to trust him and not be selfish. 

Main message… God sees us all the time. He wants us to trust him and not be 
selfish. 

Memory verse… There are two options regarding the length of this verse: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; 
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.’ 

See page 26 for the actions and page 27 for the shorter version of 
the verse and page 28 for the longer version of the verse. 

Vocabulary… evil—things which are bad, naughty, not good, sinful. 

selfishness—thinking of yourself and not about others—thinking 
of me and no one else. 

trust God—believing that God knows us, and he knows the best 
way for us to live. It’s asking for God to help us each day, ‘trusting’ 
or ‘knowing’ that God will look after us in the way he knows is 
best. 

Story preparation… Print pages 32-33 and brightly colour to use when telling the story. 
Fold these two pages in half vertically, so that one child is hidden, 
for when you first use the picture. Then unfold to reveal the 
second child and the full verse reference. 

Clapping rhyme… 

Remember that instead of doing actions we are clapping. The first and second lines have 
two claps, and the third line has three claps. We don’t clap on the first word of each line 
and this word could be said by the teacher, with the children completing each line. Print 
page 29 if you want a copy of the words. 

“Proverbs says very important things that children (and grown-ups) need to remember. 
Do you remember what we learnt last week? It was about what we say… 
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say friendly words (clap on ‘friend…’ and ‘words’) 

say kind words (clap on ‘kind’ and ‘words’) 

be careful what you say (a bit tricky—clap on ‘care…’, ‘what’ and ‘say’) 

Introduction… 

The purpose of this Introduction is to introduce the concept that we can’t see everywhere 
or everything. One of today’s passages from Proverbs (and our memory verse) focuses on 
God’s ability to see everywhere. We want the children to realise that God is able to do 
something that is impossible for us. 

Play a ‘different’ version of ‘I spy’, called ‘I can see/I can’t see’. The idea of the game is 
that you think of something for the children to guess and begin with, ‘I can see’. The 
object must be in everyone’s view. Remember, children (mostly) won’t know the ‘letter’ 
something starts with, so you could say the initial letter sound of the object or it’s colour 
or another feature of it. (e.g. ‘I can see something which starts with [the sound ‘m’] or ‘I 
can see something which is brown’ or for younger children, ‘I can see something which 
is big and soft’). Then for the next turn, think of a familiar object which is outside the 
room and begin with ‘I can’t see’. You will need to give more clues (e.g. ‘I can’t see 
something which is green and brown and very tall’—a tall tree outside the building). The 
children still have to guess what it is. Have a few more turns beginning alternately with ‘I 
can see’ and ‘I can’t see’. Emphasise the fact the we can’t see everywhere and we can’t 
see everything and we can’t see everyone all at the same time.  

Story… 

When indicated in the story, show each of the child outlines on page 32 and 33. 

“Proverbs tells us of some very important things that we need to remember. It tells us 
things about God and about how God wants us to live. Listen to this from Proverbs 15, 
verse 3:” 

[show child (i)] ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’ 

“Remember ‘the LORD’ means God. God sees everywhere. God sees everything. But 
wait there’s more in this verse that talks about us: 

[show child (ii)] ‘he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.’ 

“God is such a great God that he sees everything and everyone. We can’t hide from God 
and we can’t hide anything we are doing from God. God sees us all the time—when we 
do good and when we do evil, which means things which are naughty or bad. So if ever 
you’re about to do something naughty and you think that no one can see—just 
remember that God can see!” 
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“Here’s another Proverb from Proverbs 28, verse 25: 

[show child (iii)] ‘Selfishness only causes trouble.’ 

“Do you know what selfishness is? It’s thinking of yourself and not about others. It’s me 
thinking of me and no one else. Or you thinking of you and no one else. Proverbs says 
that ‘selfishness causes trouble’—when we are only thinking about ourselves and no one 
else, then there are problems. When we are selfish, we do what we want to do, and do 
what makes us happy, even if it makes other people unhappy or hurts them. So when we 
are selfish we upset people. When we are selfish we hurt people. Selfishness causes 
trouble. 

“Let’s read the rest of the verse:” 

[show child (iv)] ‘You are much better off to trust the LORD.’  

“This verse is saying that it is much better for us to trust God. If we trust God then we 
are thinking about God and other people, and not just ourselves. God wants us to trust 
him and not be selfish.” 

Conclusion… 

“Proverbs reminds us of some very important things that children (and grown-ups) need 
to remember. We need to remember that God sees us all the time, even when no one 
else can. And that we need to remember to trust God and not be selfish.”  

What about us?… 

[Here we’re going to talk a bit more about ‘trusting God’.] 

“The Proverb we just read talks about trusting God. We’re going to talk about what it 
means to ‘trust God’. To trust him means to know that we should do what he wants us to 
do, instead of doing what we want to do—because he is God, he made us, he knows us, he 
loves us, and he knows the best way for us to live. 

“Selfishness is doing what I want to do. Trusting God means doing what God wants me to 
do. 

“Our God is great and we can ‘trust’ him.”  
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We learnt ab out two verses today: 

Paste one over 
the other to 
form the base. 

Pray… 

Thanking God that he sees everywhere and everything. Pray that God will help us to 
remember that he can see everything we do. Praying that God will help us to trust him 
and not be selfish.  

Activity suggestion… 

1. Paddle pop children 

Children make two paddle pop stick children. Before the lesson, cut 
patty cases, coloured circles or doilies into segments (for 
skirts/dresses) and follow the idea on the right to cut out pants. 
Provide each child with two paddle pop sticks or strips of cardboard, 
and a pipe cleaner for arms. Before the lesson, check that your glue adheres to a paddle 
pop stick. If not, you could use tape instead. In the lesson, the children draw on the face 
and wrap a pipe cleaner around for arms (it might need to be secured at the back with 
tape). Clothes can be made by pasting on a skirt or dress for a girl and paper shorts for a 
boy. Tape one of the captions on page 30 to the back of each puppet . 

2. Chair picture 

This activity is to represent children learning. 

Give each child a piece of cardboard with fold 
lines marked on it and the caption from page 
30 pasted on (see diagram). 

Children draw chairs on the second panel 
(above the caption panel)—up the other way! They then draw children sitting on them (or 
make children with pipe cleaners—see diagram). Once completed, the children fold along 
the dotted lines and paste or tape together to make a triangular prism. 
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3. Classroom 

This activity is to represent children learning in a classroom and is for the slightly 
adventurous. You will need to make this activity first to ensure that you know how to 
explain it and to be able to show a completed product! 

Print and cut out four paper ‘children’ (on page 31) and one tabletop for each child in your 
class. Fold each paper child, where indicated below, before the lesson. The children make 
a 3D classroom by folding concertina paper or light cardboard and pasting under each 
child and the tabletop. You will need to provide reasonably stiff paper so that the children 
sit up straight and the table is flat! 

 

4. Children to colour or draw 

This activity is suitable for younger children. Print pages 32 and 33 for each child. They can 
be stapled together either before or after the children do the activity. In the lesson read 
the text to the children. The children then colour in the pictures of the children. 

An alternative to this activity for older children is to print pages 34 and 35 for each child. 
In the lesson the children draw their own pictures of children. 

 

fold 

fold 
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Memory verse… 

There are two options regarding the length of this verse. You could simply learn the first 
half of the verse, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. Or you could learn the full 
verse. Think about the children in your class and whether a longer or a shorter verse 
would be preferable. 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, 
whether we do good or evil.’ 

Here are actions that can accompany the verse as you say it: 

Proverbs 15 open both hands showing 10 fingers, then one hand showing 5 fingers 

verse 3 show three fingers 

The LORD point up 

sees what happens put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

everywhere outstretch arms making an arc 

Optional: 

he is point up 

watching  put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

us point to each other 

whether we do point to self 

good nod head 

or evil shake head 
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Captions for activity #1: 
The LORD sees what happens everywhere;  
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil. (Proverbs 15, verse 3) 
Selfishness only causes trouble.  
You are much better off to trust the LORD. (Proverbs 28, verse 25) 

The LORD sees what happens everywhere;  
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil. (Proverbs 15, verse 3) 
Selfishness only causes trouble.  
You are much better off to trust the LORD. (Proverbs 28, verse 25) 

The LORD sees what happens everywhere;  
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil. (Proverbs 15, verse 3) 
Selfishness only causes trouble.  
You are much better off to trust the LORD. (Proverbs 28, verse 25) 

The LORD sees what happens everywhere;  
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil. (Proverbs 15, verse 3) 
Selfishness only causes trouble.  
You are much better off to trust the LORD. (Proverbs 28, verse 25) 

Caption for activity #2: 

We learnt about two verses today: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3… 

The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, whether we do 

good or evil. 

Proverbs 28, verse 25… 

Selfishness only causes trouble. You are much better off to trust the LORD. 

We learnt about two verses today: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3… 

The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, whether we do 

good or evil. 

Proverbs 28, verse 25… 

Selfishness only causes trouble. You are much better off to trust the LORD. 

We learnt about two verses today: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3… 

The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, whether we do 

good or evil. 

Proverbs 28, verse 25… 

Selfishness only causes trouble. You are much better off to trust the LORD. 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



31 

Tabletops for activity #3: 
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The LORD 

sees what 

happens 

everywhere; 

he is 

watching us, 

whether we 

do good or 

evil. 

Proverbs 15 verse 3 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



33 

Selfishness 

only causes 

trouble. 

You are 

much better 

off to trust 

the LORD. 

Proverbs 28 verse 25 
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The LORD sees what happens everywhere; 

he is watching us, whether we do good or evil. 

Proverbs 15 verse 3 
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Selfishness only causes trouble. 

You are much better off to trust the LORD. 

Proverbs 28 verse 25 
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Unit 6: Lesson 3   

Being a friend 
Bible reference… Proverbs 17:9, 17; 24:26 
Lesson aim… To teach the children some of what Proverbs says about being a 

friend. In particular, to focus on forgiveness, honesty and love. 
Main message… Being a friend means to forgive, to be honest, and to be kind. 
Memory verse… There are two options regarding the length of this verse: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; 
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.’ 

See page 40 for the actions and page 41 for the shorter version of 
the verse and page 42 for the longer version of the verse. 

Story preparation… Print pages 46-48 and brightly colour. On the other side of each 
page, paste the following captions from page 45: 

page 46 (toy car)—paste on Prov. 17:9 

page 47 (football)—paste on Prov. 24:26 

page 48 (lollipop)—paste on Prov. 17:17 

Introduction… 

If you have more than one teacher in your class, then the teachers could do a skit. If a skit 
is not possible, you could use puppets or soft toys. Or you could simply say the story of 
Jake and Tom. 

If doing the skit, the teachers need to wear something that is a child-type piece of 
clothing (e.g. rugby jumpers or overalls). One teacher could carry a ball of some sort 
(make sure that it is left out of reach of the children before and after you use it, for the 
sake of avoiding potential distraction!). 

Perform a simple skit outlining the idea of friendship. The “friends” (Jake and Tom) 
could have a disagreement about the game they were playing. They then decide not to 
talk to each other and stand with backs to each other. They are not going to play together 
with the ball anymore. After a short time they ‘make up’: say sorry and forgive each other 
because Jake remembers something that he read last night. What did he read??? Well 
that’s in the story! 
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Story… 

Show one card at a time—showing the side without the writing first. Say the little story below 
and then turn the card over and read the verse. 

1) about forgiveness 

[show page 46] “Sometimes we can get so angry with our friends that we don’t want to talk 
to them and we don’t want to play with them. Just like Jake and Tom. They were playing 
with a ball and then they got so angry that they didn’t play with it anymore. Well Jake read 
a verse in Proverbs that talks about forgiveness. Forgiveness is all about not staying angry 
with people, it’s about making up and being friends again. 

“Let’s read the verse… [turn page 46 over] 

‘If you want people to like you, forgive them when they wrong you. Remembering wrongs can 
break up a friendship’ Proverbs 17, verse 9. 

“This verse is saying that being friends is about forgiving. When people do something 
wrong, we need to forgive and not stay angry. If we keep remembering wrongs, then 
friendships are broken. It’s good that Jake and Tom forgave each other and didn’t stay 
angry with each other. 

2) about honesty 

[show page 47] “Sometimes we can say things that we know are not true. We could tell 
someone that this is our ball when it really isn’t. One of the things Jake read last night 
was about not telling lies. It’s about being honest. The word ‘sign’ in this verse means 
‘shows’. Let’s listen to the verse… [turn page 47 over] 

‘An honest answer is a sign of true friendship’, Proverbs 24, verse 26. 

“This verse means that giving honest answers shows that we are true friends, real 
friends. God wants us to be honest—to tell the truth and not lie to people. To be honest 
shows that you are a real friend. If you tell lies, it is very hard for people to be your friend. 

3) about loving our friends 

[show page 48] “Friends are very, very special. It’s great that we can have friends and it’s 
nice to be able to be kind to our friends and show them that we care about them. Jake 
read this verse too last night... [turn page 48 over] 

‘Friends always show their love’, Proverbs 17, verse17.  

“Jake wondered what it meant to ‘show your love’ to a friend. Does anyone know what it 
means?” 
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Talk with the children about how friends can show love (i.e. kindness) to each other. Try and 
discuss practical examples. Some children may get silly with the inclusion of the word ‘love’ and 
start talking about silly ideas. Put a quick stop to this and mention the word ‘kindness’. 
Conclude by asking the question, ‘What do you like your friends doing for you?’ and make the 
connection with treating others how you want them to treat you. 

Conclusion… 

“Jake remembered some important things about being a friend when he read the book of 
Proverbs. Friends should not stay angry, but forgive. Friends should be honest and tell 
the truth. Friends should show their love and be being kind to each other.” 

What about us?… 

“Last week (and in our memory verse) we heard that God sees what happens everywhere. 
God sees when we are being kind to our friends, and God also sees when we are being 
unkind to our friends. God knows all about what we do. If we do wrong things, unkind 
things, to our friends, then we should say sorry to God. And God forgives us. God 
forgives us and God wants us to forgive others!  

“There’s something more about God—God wants to help us. God wants to help us to 
be kind to our friends, to forgive them and to be honest. We can pray that God will 
help us to be kind friends. 

“God wants us to do this, because that is what God is like. God is kind to us, so we 
should be kind to other people; God tells us the truth, and so we should too; and best 
of all, God forgives us—because of Jesus dying on the cross—so we should forgive 
others too.” 

Pray… 

Praying that God will help us to be kind friends. Pray that God will help us to be honest, 
to forgive our friends and to be kind to our friends. Thank him for his kindness and 
forgiveness. 

Clapping rhyme… 

Remember that instead of doing actions we are clapping. The first and second lines have 
two claps, and the third line has three claps. We don’t clap on the first word of each line 
and this word could be said by the teacher, with the children completing each line. Print 
page 43 if you want a copy of the words. 
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“Proverbs says very important things that children (and grown-ups) need to remember. 
Do you remember the clapping rhyme we learnt? It was about what we say… 

say friendly words (clap on ‘friend…’ and ‘words’) 

say kind words (clap on ‘kind’ and ‘words’) 

be careful what you say (a bit tricky—clap on ‘care…’, ‘what’ and ‘say’) 

Activity suggestion… 

1. Finger friends 

Print page 52 for each child. Decide before the lesson whether you will have the children 
drawing around their own hand or the teacher doing it (some children might not be able 
to do it themselves as it’s quite tricky). Another option is for you, the teacher, to draw 
around your own hand on each page before the lesson. In the lesson, after there is a hand 
print on each page, the children make each finger into a person (the tip of the finger can 
be a face and then draw a collar etc.). They become ‘finger friends’. 

2. Friendly friends picture 

Print pages 49 and 50 for each child, cut out each oval and punch a hole in the top of 
each. In the lesson, the children colour in the clothes for each child, but leave the text 
visible. Once completed, thread a piece of wool or string through the holes so that the 
children are in the correct order (for the verse). Alternatively staple them together. 

3. Desk reminder 

Print page 51 for each child. 
Fold along the dotted lines 
and unfold (for younger 
children so that it’s easier 
for them to fold in the lesson). In the lesson the children decorate the rectangle above 
the caption rectangle, by pasting on collage materials like small pieces of cellophane, foil, 
coloured paper, tinsel, etc. Once completed, the children fold along the dotted lines with 
the captions facing outwards and the top rectangle folded under the bottom rectangle and 
pasted, to make a triangular prism (see illustration above). This can be placed on a desk or 
table at home as a reminder of “being a friend”. 

4. Drawing 

This activity is suitable for younger children. Before the lesson print page 52 for each 
child. In the lesson read the caption and explain that they will be drawing a picture of 
themselves being kind to a friend. You could first talk about what they could draw, or you 
could ask the children what they will each be drawing. You might need to give some 
children ideas of what they could draw. 
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For younger children you might prefer to print page 44 and cut out a caption for each 
child. Paste this on a large piece of paper. Thus they can draw a larger picture (which is 
easier for younger children). 

For older children, they could also write a letter to a friend (maybe thanking them for 
being a friend). This could be as well as, or instead of, drawing a picture. 

Memory verse… 

There are two options regarding the length of this verse. You could simply learn the first 
half of the verse, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. Or you could learn the full 
verse. Think about the children in your class and whether a longer or a shorter verse 
would be preferable. 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching over us, 
whether we do good or evil.’ 

Here are actions that can accompany the verse as you say it: 

Proverbs 15 open both hands showing 10 fingers, then one hand showing 5 fingers 

verse 3 show three fingers 

The LORD point up 

sees what happens put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

everywhere outstretch arms making an arc 

optional: 

he is point up 

watching put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

us point to each other 

whether we do point to self 

good nod head 

or evil shake head 
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Caption for activity 4: 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

Being a friend means to be 

honest, to forgive and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 
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Paste onto the back of page 46 (the car): 

If you want people to like you, forgive 

them when they wrong you. 

Remembering wrongs can break up a 

friendship. 

Proverbs 17, verse 9 

Paste onto the back of page 47 (the football): 

An honest answer is a sign of true 

friendship. 

Proverbs 24, verse 26 

Paste onto the back of page 48 (the lollipop): 

Friends always show their love. 

Proverbs 17 verse 17 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



46 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



47 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



48 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



49 

 

 

Friends 

always 

show 

their 

love. 
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Proverbs 

17 

verse 17 
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An honest answer is a sign of 

true friendship. 

Proverbs 24 verse 26 

If you want people to like you, 

forgive them when they wrong 

you. Remembering wrongs can 

break up a friendship. 

Proverbs 17 verse 9 

Friends always show their love. 

Proverbs chapter 17 verse 17 
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Being a friend means to forgive, to be honest, and to be kind. 

Friends always show their love. 

 Proverbs 17 verses 9 and 17, 24 verse 26 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



UNIT 7:  JESUS TEAC HES US…  LESSON 1: JESUS TEAC HES US TO PR AY—PART 1 53 

Unit 7: Lesson 1   

Jesus teaches us to pray—part 1 
Bible reference… Matthew 6:9-10 
Lesson aim… To explain the first half of the Lord’s Prayer to the children, and 

see applications for their own prayers. The nature and length of 
today’s story means that there is no What about us? today. Instead, 
please check that the children understand the story. 

Please note: be mindful of the family situations of the children in 
your class as you say this story. You may need to expand your 
explanation of our ‘Father in heaven’ for those who are from 
single-parent families without a father..  We also need to be 
mindful of the fact that some children have an unloving or abusive 
father—we may never know who these children are, so the 
statement is made in the story time that ‘God is not like our 
Dads’. Even compared with the most loving human father, God 
our heavenly Father’s love far exceeds that of all human fathers 
and God, unlike our human fathers, is king of the whole world. 

Main message… Some good things to pray when we talk to God are to call God our 
Father in heaven, and pray that we will treat God as very 
important, and that more and more people will treat God as king 
and do what he wants them to do. 

Memory verse… There are two options regarding the length of this verse: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; 
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.’ 

See page 58 for the actions and page 59 for the shorter version of 
the verse and page 60 for the longer version of the verse. 

Vocabulary… prayer—talking to God. God wants us to talk to him and God hears 
us when we talk to him. 

Christians—people who live with Jesus as their king. 

holy—a very simplified definition is ‘special and good’. 

honoured—to treat someone as very important and to do what 
they tell you to do. 

heaven—is where God lives. 

God’s kingdom—is made up of people who live with Jesus as their 
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king (Christians). One day all Christians will be together in 
heaven—in God’s kingdom in heaven. 

‘your will’ (God’s will)—what God wants to happen. 

Please note… The Lord’s prayer can be quite difficult for children to understand, 
but it is helpful and appropriate for us to be reading it with 
children. It is often prayed in the presence of children and, in 
some cases, learnt by children to say themselves. We are only 
spending two weeks on the Lord’s prayer, so it’s just a brief look at 
what Jesus teaches us about how we should pray to God. When 
children are older it could be looked at again in more depth.  

Each lesson uses cards with each part of the prayer, and also a 
simplification, written on them. These cards are for you to read to 
the class, so that you can be reminded of what to say. It is not 
expected that the children will be able to read them. I realise that 
the lessons have a strong literary element to them, but this is due 
to the passage being looked at. 

Story preparation… You will need your class Bible (Good News Bible). Print page 63 and 
64 and cut out the cards to use when telling the story. Place blu-
tack on the back of the cards. You will need a piece of cardboard, 
an easel or board, to attach the cards to in the story. 

Introduction… 

Talk about the meaning of ‘honour’. Talk about how the Bible says that children should 
‘honour their father and mother’. This means treat them as very important and do what 
they ask you to. 

Story… 

“Prayer is talking to God. We pray here at Sunday School, and I hope you pray at home 
too. God wants us to talk to him and he hears us when we talk to him. Jesus taught 
people how to talk to God. We can read what he said in Matthew 6 verses 9 and 10. [show 
card (A) and attach to cardboard at the top on the left-hand side] Jesus says in Matthew 6, 
verse 9: ‘This, then, is how you should pray…’ 

“So here are some good things that Jesus tells us to say when we talk to God. I’m going 
to read from our class Bible now. [continue reading verses 9 to 10 from the Good News 
Bible] ‘Our Father in heaven: May your holy name be honoured; may your kingdom 
come; may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’  

“This is a prayer that you might hear people saying in church or your family might say it 
at home, so it’s good for us to understand what it means. We’re going to look at the 
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prayer one bit at a time and see if we can understand some of the big words. We’re going 
to talk about some good things that Jesus tells us to say when we talk to God. 

[add (B) to the left-hand side under (A)] “First, Jesus says, ‘Our Father in heaven’. 

“Heaven is where God lives. Jesus calls God, ‘Our Father in heaven’. So God is not just 
Jesus’ father, he is our Father in heaven too, for those who are Christians (people who 
live with Jesus as their king). God, our Father, lives in heaven and is in charge of the 
whole world. God is not like our Dads. God our Father in heaven is king of the whole 
world. We need to do what he says. God our Father in heaven is a very loving Father in 
heaven—he loves us more than anyone else can. 

“So the first good thing to pray when we talk to God, is to call God our Father in heaven. 
[add (F) to the right of (B)] and read ‘God, you are our Father in heaven’. 

“Jesus then prays… [add (C) to the left-hand side under (B)] ‘May your holy name be 
honoured’. 

“When we talk about someone, we use their name. So when the Bible talks about ‘God’s 
name’, it is just another way of talking about God himself. We should pray that God—who 
is holy, which means special and good—will be ‘honoured’. We talked before about what it 
means to honour someone. It means to treat them as very important and to do what they 
tell you to do.  

[add (G) to the right of (C)] “So the next good thing to pray is ‘Please help everyone to 
treat you as very important and live how you want us to.’ 

“Then Jesus says… [add (D) to the left-hand side under (C)] ‘may your kingdom come’. 

“Not everyone in this world thinks that God is in charge of the world and that Jesus is 
king. So not everyone lives with Jesus as their king. We should pray for more and more 
people to know that Jesus is king and live with Jesus as their king. 

[add (H) to the right of (D)] “The next thing to pray is, ‘Please help more and more people 
to know that Jesus is king and live with Jesus as their king, and so be part of your 
kingdom.’ 

“Jesus also says… [add (E) to the left-hand side under (D)] ‘may your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven’. 

“In heaven everyone loves God and does what he says. On earth many people don’t think 
that God is in charge and so they don’t listen to what God wants us to do. Sometimes bad 
things can happen because of that. In heaven God is in charge and everything that 
happens is what God wants to happen, everything that happens in heaven is good. But on 
earth, people do wrong things, and do things that make God angry. Jesus prays that 
people on earth will do what God wants them to do … that God’s will (that means, what 
God wants to happen) will be done on earth. 

[add (I) to the right of (E)] “The next good thing to pray is, ‘Please help people to do what 
you want them to do, just like in heaven.’” 
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Conclusion… 

“So here are some good things to pray when we talk to God. 

“We call God our Father in heaven 

“We can ask:  

• that everyone will treat God as very important; 

• that more and more people will treat God as king; 

• that people will do what God wants them to do.” 

Pray… 

This prayer is a combination of the Lord’s prayer and what we have learnt about it’s 
meaning. The teacher could pray it or the children could join in by repeating the lines of 
the Lord’s prayer (depending on their age). You can read the cards when praying: 

“Our Father in heaven: 

—God you are our Father in heaven. 

May your holy name be honoured: 

—please help everyone to treat you as very important and live how you want us to. 

may your kingdom come; 

—please help more and more people to know that Jesus is king and live with Jesus as 
their king, and so be part of your kingdom. 

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

—please help people to do what you want them to do, just like in heaven. 

Amen.” 
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Activity suggestions… 

1. Bookmark 

Print pages 61 and 62 and cut out a bookmark from each page for each child. Paste (well 
before the lesson so that glue has time to dry) the two sides of the bookmark (one from 
page 61 and one from page 62) back to back or on either side of a piece of cardboard. In 
the lesson, the children colour in the patterns at the top and bottom of the bookmark. 

2. Poster 

Each child will need an A4 piece of cardboard. Print page 66, cut out and paste the caption 
box in the centre of the cardboard. The children paste pictures from magazines or draw 
pictures (which show things that God has made, e.g. mountains, sunsets, beaches etc., 
reminding us of who God is) around the edge. 

3. Some good things to pray… 

Print page 67 for each child to fill in as follows: 

(i) colour in text; 

(ii) draw great things that God has made…mountains, rainbows, sun, stars, etc; 

(iii) draw or paste on a crown; 

(iv) draw one large crown above all the faces, i.e. people living with God as their king.  

4. Box collage 

This activity is suitable for younger children. Each child will need a box, for instance a 
tissue box or biscuit box. If you have no boxes available, you could give each child a piece of 
paper or cardboard. Before the lesson, print page 65 for each child, cut out a set of 
captions and place them in an envelope for each child. Decide what your children will do 
from the options listed below and prepare accordingly. In the lesson you will first need to 
show a completed activity, read the captions and explain how the children will be doing the 
activity.  

In the lesson the children : 

(i) cover their box by pasting on paper pieces; or 

(ii) are given a blank page of computer address labels to scribble on (younger children) or 
draw patterns with highlighter pens, and then cover their box with them (you might 
need to lift the corners of the labels to make it easier for the children to peel them 
off); 
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(iii) then add the caption boxes from page 65 by pasting the caption ‘Matthew 6 verses 9-
10’ on the top of the box and one of the other caption boxes on each side of the box. 

(iv) Alternatively, the children could first paste the caption boxes on the top and each side 
of their box, and then decorate the uncovered parts of the box by pasting on collage 
materials—including paper pieces—some of which are flat (coloured paper and 
wrapping paper and patty case segments) and some of which are scrunched up (tissue 
paper and crepe paper). This option is only suitable for children who will not cover the 
caption boxes with their enthusiastic pasting! 

(v) Another option for Sunday Schools equipped for painting is for the children to paint 
their boxes before pasting on the caption boxes. The boxes will need time to dry 
before commencing pasting. 

Memory verse… 

There are two options regarding the length of this verse. You could simply learn the first 
half of the verse, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. Or you could learn the full 
verse. Think about the children in your class and whether a longer or a shorter verse 
would be preferable. 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, 
whether we do good or evil.’ 

Here are actions that can accompany the verse as you say it: 

Proverbs 15 open both hands showing 10 fingers, then one hand showing 5 fingers 

verse 3 show three fingers 

The LORD point up 

sees what happens put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

everywhere outstretch arms making an arc 

Optional: 

he is point up 

watching  put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

us point to each other 

whether we do point to self 

good nod head 

or evil shake head 
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God, you are our 

Father in heaven. 

Please help everyone to 

treat you as very 

important and live how 

you want us to. 

Please help more and 

more people to know 

that Jesus is King and 

live with Jesus as their 

King, and so be part of 

your Kingdom. 

Please help people to 

do what you want them 

to do, just like in 

heaven. 

God, you are our 

Father in heaven. 

Please help everyone to 

treat you as very 

important and live how 

you want us to. 

Please help more and 

more people to know 

that Jesus is King and 

live with Jesus as their 

King, and so be part of 

your Kingdom. 

Please help people to 

do what you want them 

to do, just like in 

heaven. 

 

God, you are our 

Father in heaven. 

Please help everyone to 

treat you as very 

important and live how 

you want us to. 

Please help more and 

more people to know 

that Jesus is King and 

live with Jesus as their 

King, and so be part of 

your Kingdom. 

Please help people to 

do what you want them 

to do, just like in 

heaven. 
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“Our Father in 

heaven: 

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

may your Kingdom 

come; 

may your will be 

done on earth as it 

is in heaven.” 

Matthew 6, 

verses 9 and 10 

“Our Father in 

heaven: 

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

may your Kingdom 

come; 

may your will be 

done on earth as it 

is in heaven.” 

Matthew 6, 

verses 9 and 10 

 

“Our Father in 

heaven: 

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

may your Kingdom 

come; 

may your will be 

done on earth as it 

is in heaven.” 

Matthew 6, 

verses 9 and 10 
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(A)  

Matthew 6 

verses 9 and 10 

(B)  

Our Father in heaven: 

(C)  

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

(D)  

may your kingdom come; 

(E)  may your will be done 

on earth 

as it is in heaven. 
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(F)  

God, you are our Father in heaven. 

(G)  

Please help everyone to treat you as very 

important and live how you want us to. 

(H)  

Please help more and more people to know 

that Jesus is the king and live with Jesus as 

their king, and so be part of your kingdom. 

(I)  

Please help people to do what you want them 

to do, just like in heaven. 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



65 

Caption boxes for activity #4: 

Matthew 6, 

verses 9 and 10 

Matthew 6, 

verses 9 and 10 

Our Father in heaven: 

When we live with Jesus as our 

king, God is our Father in heaven 

Our Father in heaven: 

When we live with Jesus as our 

king, God is our Father in heaven 

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

Please help us to treat you as 

very important and to do what 

you want us to do. 

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

Please help us to treat you as 

very important and to do what 

you want us to do. 

may your kingdom come; 

Please help more and more people 

to know that Jesus is king and 

live with Jesus as their king, and 

so be part of your kingdom. 

may your kingdom come; 

Please help more and more people 

to know that Jesus is king and 

live with Jesus as their king, and 

so be part of your kingdom. 

may your will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven. 

Please help all people everywhere 

to do what you want them to do. 

may your will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven. 

Please help all people everywhere 

to do what you want them to do. 
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Captions for activity #2: 

Our Father in heaven: 

May your holy name be honoured; 

may your kingdom come; 

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 6 verses 9 and 10 

God you are our Father in heaven. 

Please help everyone to treat you as very important and live how you want us to. 

Please help more and more people to know that Jesus is king and live with Jesus 

as their king, and so be part of your kingdom. 

Please help people to do what you want them to do, just like in heaven. 

Our Father in heaven: 

May your holy name be honoured; 

may your kingdom come; 

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 6 verses 9 and 10 

God you are our Father in heaven. 

Please help everyone to treat you as very important and live how you want us to. 

Please help more and more people to know that Jesus is king and live with Jesus 

as their king, and so be part of your kingdom. 

Please help people to do what you want them to do, just like in heaven. 

Our Father in heaven: 

May your holy name be honoured; 

may your kingdom come; 

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 6 verses 9 and 10 

God you are our Father in heaven. 

Please help everyone to treat you as very important and live how you want us to. 

Please help more and more people to know that Jesus is king and live with Jesus 

as their king, and so be part of your kingdom. 

Please help people to do what you want them to do, just like in heaven. 
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Some good things to pray when we talk to God: 

 

 

 

Pray that people will do what God wants them to do, just 

like in heaven. 

Pray that more and more people will treat God as King… 

Pray that people will treat God as very important… 

Call God our Father in heaven 

our Father in heaven 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 
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Unit 7: Lesson 2   

Jesus teaches us to pray—part 2 
Bible reference… Matthew 6:11-13 
Lesson aim… To explain the second half of the Lord’s Prayer to the children, and 

see applications for their own prayers. The nature and length of 
today’s story means that there is no What about us? today. 

Each lesson uses cards with each part of the prayer, and also a 
simplification, written on them. These cards are for you to read to 
the class, so that you can be reminded of what to say. It is not 
expected that the children will be able to read them. I realise that 
the lessons have a strong literary element to them, but this is due 
to the passage being looked at. 

Main message… When we pray we can: ask God for the food we need, ask him to 
forgive us, ask him to help us forgive others, and ask him to keep 
us safe from the Evil One. 

Memory verse… There are two options regarding the length of this verse: 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; 
he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.’ 

See page 74 for the actions and page 75 for the shorter version of 
the verse and page 76 for the longer version of the verse. 

Vocabulary… forgive—to forgive someone is to treat someone who has done 
something wrong as if they haven’t done anything wrong.  

hard testing—to make things hard, or difficult, for us, and make 
us want to do wrong things. 

the Evil One—Satan is the Evil One. He is evil, which means that 
he is bad. He wants what is bad. 

[Note: If you need to explain about Satan, the following may help. 
Part of this text, but not all, appears in the story: 
God is good. God is God of the whole world. He is in charge; he’s the 
boss. 
Satan is the Evil One. He is evil, which means that he is bad. He 
wants what is bad. He wants us to do bad things or wrong things. 
BUT God is stronger than Satan. God is in charge. If we love God, he 
will look after us. Only God can keep us safe from Satan because God 
is more powerful and stronger than Satan.] 
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Story preparation… Check on the things you need for the Introduction. Print pages 79 
and 80 and cut into cards to use when telling the story. Place blu-
tack on the back of the cards. You will need a piece of cardboard, 
an easel or board (like last week), to attach the cards to as you say 
the story. Remember these cards are for you, not the children. 

You will also need to use the cards from last week (they are on 
pages 77-78 in case you don’t have them). Before the lesson place 
them on the upper part of your cardboard, easel or board with the 
verse reference from today’s lesson (J) at the very top on the left-
hand side, and then (B)-(E) under (J), and (F)-(I) on the right-hand 
side next to (B) to (E) [see illustration on page 82]. You will also need 
to print page 81 and cut out the cards to add down the far right 
hand side [see illustration on page 82]. Cover the cards from pages 
79 and 80 for the Story and uncover them for the Conclusion.  

If you feel that this will make the story time too long, you could 
just stop the Conclusion after revising the cards from Lesson 2 
only. 

Introduction… 

This is a conversation between two characters: Ann, the main teacher, and Bill, a second 
teacher or a puppet. It looks long, but if you read it through you will see it’s quite 
straightforward and could be improvised as you go along. 

Ann: Today one of the things we will be talking about is what it means to forgive.  

Bill: What does it mean to forgive? 

Ann: To forgive someone is to treat someone who has done something wrong as if they 
haven’t done anything wrong.  

Bill: Well no one will ever need to forgive me because I never do anything wrong. 

Ann: (look surprised) Are you sure about that? 

Bill: (nods) Yes!!! 

Ann: Are you really sure? 

Bill: (starts nodding and slows down) 

Ann: Are you sure that you never do anything wrong? 

Bill: (the nod becomes a tentative shake) 
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Ann: What about when you disobeyed your mother this morning and didn’t get ready 
when she asked you to?  

Bill: (looking guilty) I forgot I did that. Now I remember. 

Ann: And what about when you broke your friend Tom’s kite yesterday?  

Bill: Tell me again what it means to ‘forgive’. 

Ann: To forgive someone is to treat someone who has done something wrong as if they 
haven’t done anything wrong.  

Bill: So if Mum says, “I forgive you” then it will be as if I didn’t disobey her. She won’t be 
mad at me anymore. 

Ann: That’s right. 

Bill: I suppose I need Mum to forgive me lots because I do wrong things. 

Ann: You also need to ask God to forgive you. We all need to ask God to forgive us for the 
wrong things we do. We all have done wrong things. 

Bill: What, everyone? Even you? 

Ann: Yes! We all do wrong things. 

Story… 

“Today we’re going to look at the rest of Jesus’ prayer, which is in Matthew 6 verses 11-13. 
[point to (J) to the left-hand side of the cardboard] I’m going to read it from our class Bible: 

Give us today the food we need. 
Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 
as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us. 
Do not bring us to hard testing, 
but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

“So here are some more good things that Jesus tells us to say when we pray. 

[add (K) to the left-hand side under (E), which is covered if doing the full Conclusion, otherwise 
add it under (J)] ‘Give us today the food we need.’ 

[Talk about how God gives us our food and we need to ask him for it.] “We need to remember 
that our food comes from God. So we can pray that God will give us the food we need.  

[add (N) to the right of (K)] “So the next good thing to pray is ‘Please give us the food we 
need.’ 
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[add (L) under (K)] ‘Forgive us the wrongs we have done, as we forgive the wrongs that others 
have done to us.’ 

“To forgive someone is to treat someone who has done something wrong as if they 
haven’t done anything wrong. So we’re not angry with them anymore. It’s hard to do, so 
we need God’s help. When we do wrong things we can, and should, ask God to forgive us. 
And God does forgive us when we ask him! He does treat us as if we have not done 
anything wrong. God also wants us to forgive others.  

“Let’s pretend that you had a toy and Bill [the name of the person or puppet from 
Introduction] broke it. He came up and said ‘sorry’ to you. God wants us to say ‘I forgive 
you’. He would want us to treat Bill as if he hadn’t broken our toy. God wouldn’t want us 
to keep saying to Bill ‘you broke my toy’. God would want us to say to Bill, ‘I forgive you’, 
and to be friends with Bill again. 

“So the next thing to pray is asking God to forgive us and to help us forgive others.  

[add (O) to the right of (L)] ‘forgive us and help us to forgive others’.  

[add (M) under (L)] ‘Do not bring us to hard testing, but keep us safe from the Evil One.’ 

“The Evil One, or Satan, is real and is not wanting us to do what God wants. Satan will try 
to test us, that means to make things hard, or difficult, for us, and make us want to do 
wrong things. BUT God is stronger and more powerful than Satan. God is in charge. God 
will look after us. Remember that God loves us and he is with us all the time and he 
wants to look after us. We need to pray that God will help us and keep us safe from Satan 
trying to get us to do wrong things.  

“So the next good thing to pray is [add (P) to the right of (M)] ‘help us and keep us safe 
from Satan trying to get us to do wrong things.’ 

“So today we’ve learnt some more good things to pray to God, our Father in heaven: 

• please give us the food we need; 

• forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

• help us and keep us safe from Satan trying to get us to do wrong things.” 

Conclusion… 

[begin here if saying the full Conclusion (from lessons 1 and 2)] “So here is the whole prayer 
(from last week and today) that Jesus taught us to pray to God. In this prayer are some 
good things to say when we talk to God. The prayer comes from Matthew 6, verses 9 to 
13 [add box (Q) over the top of box (J); we are now going to read every caption box from (B) to 
(L) and (K) to (P)]: 
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“Our Father in heaven: 

—which means ‘God you are our Father in heaven’. 

 

May your holy name be honoured; 

—which means ‘please help everyone to treat you as very important and live how you 
want us to’. 

may your kingdom come; 

—which means ‘please help more and more people to know that Jesus is king and live 
with Jesus as their king, and so be part of your kingdom’. 

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

—which means ‘please help people to do what you want them to do, just like in heaven’. 

[begin here if just revising lesson 2 only] 

Give us today the food we need. 

—which means ‘please give us the food we need’. 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us. 

—which means ‘forgive us and help us to forgive others’. 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—which means ‘help us and keep us safe from Satan trying to get us to do wrong things’. 

[add (R)-(U) as you say…] 

“So remember … who God is and what God wants. 

“Remember… what God gives us. We can ask God for what we need. 

Remember… that God forgives us if we ask him. We should forgive others. 

Remember… that God looks after us. We can ask God to help us and keep us safe from 
the Evil One.” 
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Pray… 
Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan trying to get us to do wrong things. 

Activity suggestions… 

1. Picture sheet 

This activity is suitable for young children. Print page 83 for each child to draw food. 
Before beginning, read all the text on the page to the children and talk about what kind of 
food they could draw. Talk about fruit and vegetables that grow on tress, bushes, vines 
and plants in the ground. Talk about how God makes this food grow. 

2. String picture 

This activity could get a bit messy so be warned! Please have a damp cloth to wipe glue 
covered fingers. You will need to get string and/or different coloured wool and cut them 
into different lengths (but at least 20 cm long). Each child will need a piece of cardboard 
(if using string and wool) or paper (if using wool)—coloured cardboard or paper would be 
great if that’s possible. You will need suitable glue (check your glue is suitable for string 
and/or wool before the lesson). Please make a sample of this activity before the lesson to 
show the children and read the caption to them before they begin. 

The paper or cardboard needs a layer (thicker than normal) of glue on it, and then the 
children make squiggly lines with pieces of string and wool by sliding them through the 
glue (one piece at a time). Once one piece of string or wool is lying on the paper or 
cardboard in a suitably wiggly way, then repeat with another piece of string or wool. For 
younger children add the caption box once completed, so it doesn’t get covered with 
wiggly, stray string. Otherwise the caption box can be added first. There are two options 
for captions—a simpler one on page 84 and one on page 85 which includes direct quotes 
from the Good News Bible.  

3. Window page 

Print pages 86 (one per two children) and 87 (one per child). Cut out four ‘Remember’ 
boxes for each child from page 86. In the lesson, show the children a completed activity 
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and read the text on page 87. The children decorate around the caption boxes on page 87 
by drawing patterns or sticking on star stickers. It might be best for the teacher to attach 
the windows to page 87 by applying tape onto, or paste under, the left-hand added strip on 
the ‘Remember’ boxes from page 86. Thus when the windows are opened, the text on 
page 87 can be seen. Star stickers can then be added around the words ‘Remember’. 

4. Booklet 

Before the lesson, print pages 88-89 for each child. Cut across the middle of each page 
and collate and staple them with ‘God loves us…’ as the first page. In the lesson, first read 
the booklet to the children and talk about it. The children then colour the drawings. 
Another option for this booklet is that it could be taken home just as it is in black and 
white, if you do another activity. 

Memory verse… 

There are two options regarding the length of this verse. You could simply learn the first 
half of the verse, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. Or you could learn the full 
verse. Think about the children in your class and whether a longer or a shorter verse 
would be preferable. 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere’. 

or 

Proverbs 15, verse 3, ‘The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, 
whether we do good or evil.’ 

Here are actions that can accompany the verse as you say it: 

Proverbs 15 open both hands showing 10 fingers, then one hand showing 5 fingers 

verse 3 show three fingers 

The LORD point up 

sees what happens put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

everywhere outstretch arms making an arc 

Optional: 

he is point up 

watching  put one hand as a shield over eyes and gaze around 

us point to each other 

whether we do point to self 

good nod head 

or evil shake head 
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(A)  

Matthew 6 

verses 9 and 10 

(B)  

Our Father in heaven: 

(C)  

May your holy name 

be honoured; 

(D)  

may your kingdom come; 

(E)  may your will be done 

on earth 

as it is in heaven. 
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(F)  

God, you are our Father in heaven. 

(G)  

Please help everyone to treat you as very 

important and live how you want us to. 

(H)  

Please help more and more people to know 

that Jesus is the king and live with Jesus as 

their king, and so be part of your kingdom. 

(I)  

Please help people to do what you want them 

to do, just like in heaven. 
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J.  

Matthew 6 

verses 11- 13 

K.  

Give us today 

the food we need. 

L.  

Forgive us the wrongs we have 

done, as we forgive the wrongs 

that others have done to us. 
M.  Do not bring us to hard 

testing, but keep us safe 

from the Evil One. 
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N.  

Please give us 

the food we need; 

O.  

forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

P.  

help us and keep us safe from Satan trying 

to get us to do wrong things. 

Q.  

Matthew 6 

verses 9-13 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



81 

 

 

Remember… 

who 

God 

is 

and 

what 

God 

wants. 

Remember… 

what God gives us. 

We can ask God for what we 

need. 

Remember… 

that God forgives us if we 

ask him. We should forgive 

others. 

Remember… 

that God looks after us. We 

can ask God to help us and 

keep us safe from the Evil 

One. 

(R) (S) 

(T) 

(U) 
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Illustration of positioning of cards 

Please note that (Q) replaces the card that was numbered (J) earlier in this lesson. 

(Q) 

(U) 

(T) 

(S) 

(R) 

(P) 

(N) 

(O) 

(I) 

(H) 

(G) 

(F) 

(M) 

(L) 

(K) 

(E) 

(D) 

(C) 

(B) 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



83 

Thank you God for our food 
 

 

 

When we talk to God, we can thank him for our food. We can ask God to 

forgive us when we do wrong things and he forgives us. We can ask God to 

help us forgive others. We can ask God to help us and keep us safe from the 

Evil One trying to get us to do wrong things. Thank you God. We heard about 

praying these things in Matthew 6, verses 9-13. 
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Caption for activity #2—option 1 (simpler version): 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

please give us the food we need; 

forgive us and help us to forgive 

others; 

help us and keep us safe from Satan 

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 
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Caption for activity #2—option 2 (includes direct quotes from the Good News Bible): 

Our Father in heaven, 

Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan  

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan  

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan  

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan  

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan  

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 

Our Father in heaven, 

Give us today the food we need. 

—please give us the food we need; 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others 

have done to us. 

—forgive us and help us to forgive others; 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

—help us and keep us safe from Satan  

trying to get us to do wrong things. 

 Matthew 6, verses 11-13 
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Remember… 

Remember… 

Remember… 

Remember… 

Remember… 

Remember… 

Remember… 

Remember… 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



87 

King Jesus teaches us how to pray 
Matthew chapter 6, verses 9-13 says: 

Our Father in heaven: 

May your holy name be honoured; 

may your kingdom come; 

may your will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven. 

Give us today the food we need. 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs  

that others have done to us. 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One. 

 

 

 

 

…who God is 

and what God 

wants. 

…what God  

gives us. 

We can ask God 

for what we need. 

… that God 

forgives 

us if we ask him. 

We should forgive 

others. 

… that God looks 

after us. 

We can ask God 

to help us and to 

keep us safe from 

the Evil One. 
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God loves us and he is with us all the time and he wants to look after us. 

God wants us to pray to him and God hears us when we pray. 

God is with us and he hears us when we pray outside. 

God is with us and he hears us when we pray inside. 
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God is with us when no one else is. 

God is with us and he hears us when we feel afraid. 
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Unit 7: Lesson 3   

Jesus teaches us to love 
Bible reference… Matthew 22:34-40 
Lesson aim… To discuss what it means to love God with all your heart, and to 

love others as you love yourself. 
Main message… Jesus wants us to love God lots and lots—as much as we can. Jesus 

also wants us to love people as we love ourselves—to treat people 
the way we like them to treat us. 

Memory verse… Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. See page 94 
for actions and page 95 for the verse. 

Vocabulary… teacher of the Law——a man who knew all about laws and rules in 
the Old Testament part of the Bible. They thought about and 
taught about the Old Testament (especially the first five books of 
the Bible). In their work they would do a lot of thinking about laws 
and rules. 

‘the Law’—means the first part of the Bible (the Old Testament 
part of the Bible) that was written before Jesus.  

‘commandment’—a rule or something that should be obeyed. 

‘with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind’—in 
other words ‘with all of you’. It’s talking about loving God lots and 
lots—as much as you can. 

‘neighbour’—it means people who are around you; people you 
see, and this includes your friends. Not just talking about people 
who live ‘next door’. 

‘love…as you love yourself’—in children’s terms this is treating 
other people the way that we like them to treat us. 

Story preparation… Prepare the things you need for the Introduction. You will need a 
copy of the class Bible (Good News Bible). Most of the story is 
centred around reading the Bible. Print pages 99-101 for the 
Story. Attach pages 99 and 100 side-by-side on an easel or board. 
Cut along the lines on page 101. Back each card with blu-tack and 
attach them when indicated onto pages 99 and 100. 
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Introduction… 

The purpose of the Introduction is to start children thinking about how they like people 
treating them—this is to help them understand the concept of loving ‘your neighbour as 
you love yourself’, i.e. treating other people the way you like them to treat you. Either do 
a puppet play or teacher skit illustrating treating someone else the way they should or 
shouldn’t be treated, or simply have a discussion about how you like people treating you.  

Here’s an idea of a dialogue between a teacher and a soft toy or puppet. The soft 
toy/puppet whispers in the teacher’s ear and the teacher repeats what they said. We’ll call 
the soft toy/puppet Muffy. You might need to change the types of games if the children 
in your class are not the ‘ball games’ or ‘card games’ type. 

Teacher: Hi Muffy. Have you been playing? [Muffy nods] But you’re not playing anymore 
[Muffy shakes head] Why not? 

Muffy: They don’t want to play anymore. 

Teacher: What were you playing? 

Muffy: We played a ball game. I threw balls at the others. 

Teacher: You threw balls at the others [Muffy nods]. You mean you hit them with a ball 
[Muffy nods]. That sounds like a horrible game. Do you like people throwing balls at you 
and hitting you? [Muffy shakes his head] I know why your friends didn’t want to play that 
game. What else did you do with your friends? 

Muffy: I played a card game with them. 

Teacher: That sounds like a nicer game. How did you play that game? 

Muffy: I took everyone’s cards. 

Teacher: You took them! But you were supposed to play a game with the cards. You 
weren’t supposed to take them. Do you like people taking your cards? [Muffy shakes his 
head] You haven’t been very kind to your friends! It sounds like you need to listen to 
today’s story. We’ll be talking about how we treat other people. 

Story… 

“We’ve been hearing about how King Jesus told people to pray to God. Today and next 
week we’re going to be hearing about some other things that Jesus taught people. 

“Today’s story is in a book of the Bible called Matthew.  
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“There were some men who didn’t like what Jesus taught. One of these men was called a 
teacher of the Law. That means that he knew the Old testament part of the Bible very 
well. He asked Jesus a question. But he was trying to trick Jesus. This is the question that 
the man asked Jesus. I’m going to read it from the Bible… 

[Open your class Bible and read Matthew 22:36: ‘“Teacher,” he asked, “which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?”’] 

“Here ‘the Law’ means the Old Testament part of the Bible which is the first part and 
was written before Jesus. The word ‘commandment’ means a rule or something that 
should be obeyed. So the man was asking what is the most important rule in the Old 
Testament part of the Bible. 

“Let’s see what Jesus said… 

[Read Matthew 22:37-38] ‘Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the most important commandment.’ 

“Jesus said that to love God was the most important rule in the Bible. And Jesus said to 
love God lots and lots—with all ‘your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind’ 
means to love God as much as you can. It isn’t talking about hugs and kisses, its talking 
about doing what God really wants us to do. And what is that? Loving God means to obey 
him, to trust him, to thank him, to talk to him, to tell others about him. 

“But Jesus then says something else…  

[Read Matthew 22:39] ‘The second most important commandment is like it: “Love your 
neighbour as you love yourself.”’  

“Here the word ‘neighbour’ doesn’t just mean people who live next door to you, but it 
means all the different people you see each day. So Jesus wants us to love other people, 
and it’s not talking about hugging and kissing!! How should we love other people? Jesus 
says ‘just like you love yourself’. What does it mean to ‘love yourself’? Loving yourself 
means looking after yourself and doing things that are good for you and that you like. 
[Show pages 99 and 100] Do you play with toys you like to play with? [attach ‘toys’ picture to 
page 99] Do you do fun things you like to do? Do you eat yummy food? [attach ‘food’ 
picture to page 100] Do you use your favourite pencils and books carefully? [attach ‘books’ 
to page 99] Do you wear warm clothes when it’s cold and different clothes when it’s hot? 
[attach ‘clothes’ to page 100] We’re very good at loving ourselves, but Jesus wants us to love 
other people just as much. Instead of always thinking of ourselves, Jesus wants us to 
think of other people and to treat them the way that we would like them to treat us. So… 
because you don’t like people being mean to you, don’t be mean to others. Because you 
don’t like people taking your things, don’t take other people’s things. Because you like 
playing with other people’s toys, share your toys with other people.” [You could use other 
examples relevant to your class] 
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Conclusion… 

“Jesus wants us to love God lots and lots—as much as we can. Jesus also wants us to love 
people as we love ourselves—to treat people the way we like them to treat us.” 

What about us?… 

See if you and the children can think of ways that you can ‘love God with all your heart’ 
and ‘love your neighbour as you love yourself’. Encourage the children to think of 
practical ideas of how they can do this day by day in their lives. 

Pray… 

That God will help us to love him lots and lots and that he will help us to treat other 
people the way we want them to treat us. 

Activity suggestions… 

1. Playdough children 

Each child will need a ball of playdough (playdough is not just something that pre-
schoolers like, older children like it too and hardly ever get to play with it!) and a 
polystyrene foam vegetable tray or suitable container. In the lesson, the children make 
‘playdough children’ being kind to each other. Encourage the children to break up their 
ball of playdough into smaller balls—one for each ‘playdough child’ so that they won’t run 
out of playdough. Attach the caption on page 96 to the polystyrene foam tray/container 
with the ‘playdough children’. 

2. Drawing a picture 

Before the lesson, print page 98 for each child. If you want to give the children a larger 
piece of paper to draw on, print page 97, cut out a caption and paste it on a large piece of 
paper for each child. In the lesson read the caption to the children and talk about what the 
children could draw. The children then draw one or more pictures (could draw one on 
the back of the page or two smaller pictures on the front) of them loving God (i.e. doing 
what God wants us to do) and others (i.e. treating people the way that we like them to 
treat us). They could draw a picture of doing something for someone that we like people 
to do for us (e.g. sharing my toys, giving someone a turn at playing with my skipping 
rope, sharing treats, making a sandcastle for a friend, etc). 
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3. Making children 

This activity is suitable for younger children, but will need extra teacher direction. 

This is an open-ended activity giving the children an opportunity to be creative. It’s a ‘let’s 
have fun at Sunday School’ activity.  

You will need to bring in a variety of items, many of which would otherwise be known as 
recycled junk: cardboard rolls, packaging, polystyrene packaging fill, patty cases, paddle pop 
sticks, pipe cleaners, scraps of coloured paper and cardboard, masking tape, blu-tack, glue.  

You will also need to print page 97, cut out the captions and paste one on a paper bag for 
each child. In the lesson, the children make one or more ‘children’ in whatever way they 
choose using the materials provided. Make the most of this time to talk to the children 
about the lesson and what it would mean for them personally to ‘love others’. Each child 
places their completed ‘children’ in their paper bag (if they don’t fit in a paper bag, you 
may need to give them a larger box or grocery bag, with the caption attached to it). 

4. Booklet 

Before the lesson, print page 102 for each child and fold horizontally and then vertically to 
make a booklet. In the lesson, read the booklet to the children. Talk about what the 
children could draw on the inside of the booklet. The children then fill in the booklet. On 
the first page they could colour the heart, or they could paste little balls of scrunched up 
red paper (before the lesson just check that too much red dye doesn’t come out of the 
paper when it is glued) to fill in the heart. On pages 2 and 3 inside the booklet the 
children draw a picture. Then they colour in the last page of the booklet. 

Memory verse… 

Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. 

Actions to accompany verse: 

Romans clap hands together 

six, verse clap hands on side of body (thighs)  

twenty clap hands together  

three clap hands on side of body (thighs) 

God’s free clap hands together 

gift is hold two hands out in front as if holding a gift  

eternal right arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the right 

life left arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the left 
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Caption for activity #1: 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots and 

lots—as much as we can. Jesus also 

wants us to love people as we love 

ourselves—to treat people the way we 

like them to treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 
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Caption for activities #2 and #3: 

Jesus wants us to love God lots 

and lots—as much as we can. 

Jesus also wants us to love people 

as we love ourselves—to treat 

people the way we like them to 

treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, 

verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots 

and lots—as much as we can. 

Jesus also wants us to love people 

as we love ourselves—to treat 

people the way we like them to 

treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, 

verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots 

and lots—as much as we can. 

Jesus also wants us to love people 

as we love ourselves—to treat 

people the way we like them to 

treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, 

verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots 

and lots—as much as we can. 

Jesus also wants us to love people 

as we love ourselves—to treat 

people the way we like them to 

treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, 

verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots 

and lots—as much as we can. 

Jesus also wants us to love people 

as we love ourselves—to treat 

people the way we like them to 

treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, 

verses 36-39 

Jesus wants us to love God lots 

and lots—as much as we can. 

Jesus also wants us to love people 

as we love ourselves—to treat 

people the way we like them to 

treat us. 

Matthew chapter 22, 

verses 36-39 
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Jesus wants us to love God lots and lots—as much as we can. Jesus also wants us to love 

people as we love ourselves—to treat people the way we like them to treat us. 

 Matthew chapter 22, verses 36-39 
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Unit 7: Lesson 4   

Jesus teaches us about riches 
Bible reference… Matthew 6:19-21, 19:16-22 
Lesson aim… To explain Jesus’ teaching about riches on earth and riches in 

heaven and to hear from Matthew 19 about a young man and his 
riches. 

We are referring to riches and luxury items in the Introduction 
and the story. Different things will be considered riches by 
different people, different societies. Use examples of things which 
would be considered ‘riches’ to the children in your class. It may 
well be that some of the things you mention are owned by some 
of the children’s families. You are not saying to the children that 
these things are bad or wrong, but that they will not last forever; 
they will not give you eternal life. They wear out, break down, rust. 

Main message… Riches in heaven last forever and are far more important than 
riches and things on earth. 

Memory verse… Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. See page 107 
for actions and page 108 for the verse. 

Vocabulary… ‘riches on earth’—things we own and think are important. Riches 
on earth are things that you can see. For children, they might be 
expensive toys or bikes or computers or money…(please add the 
current popular items for children). For grown-ups, riches might 
be cars, houses, jewellery and money. 

‘riches in heaven’—a bit trickier to describe as these are riches 
which you can’t see. They are what God thinks is important—the 
way we obey and love him, the way we treat other people, the way 
we share and help others… 

‘your heart’—this is not talking about our heart that is beating 
inside us. It’s talking about what we love. We love what we think 
are riches to us. We will love what we think is important to us. 
And God wants us to love him. 

commandments—laws, or rules, that God gave to Moses for the 
Israelites to follow. They are written in the Old Testament part of 
the Bible. 

Story preparation… Prepare the things you need for the Introduction. You will also 
need your class Bible (Good News Bible). For the Story, print pages 
111-113 and colour to use as picture cards where indicated. 
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Introduction… 

Show magazine pictures (or pictures from advertising material) of items which would be 
considered ‘riches on earth’ by the children in your class (e.g. a fancy car). Say that these 
are ‘riches on earth’. Then talk about how riches wear out and break down. Refer to 
moths and rust in particular as these are mentioned in the passage that we will be 
reading. Help the children to understand what ‘moths’ and ‘rust’ are. Moths eat holes in 
things. Talk about rust—have they ever seen something that’s rusty? Instead of being 
shiny and bright, rust makes things go a yukky brown colour and over time, rust makes 
things fall apart.  

Story… 

“Jesus tells us about riches in the book of Matthew 6, verses 19-21. Here Jesus tells us 
about riches on earth, which are things that we think are important and we’d pay a lot of 
money to have them. They are things that we can see and buy. Jesus also talks about 
‘riches in heaven’ which you can’t see. They are things which God thinks are important. 
Let’s read what Jesus says about riches… 

[Open your class Bible (Good News Version) and read Matthew 6:19-21—you might want to 
also show page 110 and read this a second time] ‘Do not store up riches for yourselves here 
on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal. Instead, store up 
riches for yourselves in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and robbers 
cannot break in and steal. For your heart will always be where your riches are.’ 

“What Jesus is saying here is that we shouldn’t think that what’s most important is 
‘storing up riches’—that means getting more and more things. We shouldn’t think that 
‘things’ are really, really important. Things break! Things rust! Things fall apart! Moths 
eat holes in them! And sometimes robbers steal them.  

“Jesus isn’t saying that ‘riches and things’ are wrong or bad, but he’s saying that we 
shouldn’t spend lots and lots of time thinking about them and getting them. ‘Storing up’ 
riches is about buying more and more riches and thinking that they are the most 
important. Riches and things do not give us life forever in heaven. And we can’t take 
riches and things to heaven. Riches and things do not last forever.  

“But there is something that does last forever. Heaven lasts forever. Heaven never ends. 
Heaven is where God lives and Jesus is king. We shouldn’t make things and riches most 
important to us, we should make God, and what King Jesus wants, most important—
loving other people, praying, obeying and trusting God, not being selfish, being a good 
friend, helping others—these are the sorts of things which should be important to us. 
They are riches in heaven. 

“Later in the book of Matthew, in Matthew 19, there is a story about a rich man who met 
Jesus… 
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[show page 111] “Once a rich man came to Jesus and asked him, ‘What good thing must I 
do to receive eternal life?’ 

“Jesus told him to keep the commandments. He was talking about the commandments 
that God gave Moses many, many years ago, and which are in the Old Testament part of 
our Bible. These commandments included things like, ‘Do not kill anyone and do not 
steal’. So Jesus told the man that he should keep these laws. Jesus also said, ‘Love your 
neighbour as you love yourself.’ That was something that we talked about last week. 

“Anyway, back to our rich man. When Jesus told him to keep the commandments, the 
rich man said that he had obeyed all the commandments, and he asked what else he 
should do. 

[show page 112] “Jesus told him to go and sell all he had and to give the money to poor 
people. Then he would have riches in heaven and then he could come and follow Jesus. 

“Remember I said that this man was rich. He had lots of riches on earth—he had lots of 
things. Well, after Jesus told him to sell all his things and give his money to the poor, he 
went away sad. [show page 113] He was sad because he was very rich and he didn’t want to 
give away all his riches. 

“It’s a sad story, isn’t it? The rich man wanted to keep all his things and stay rich while he 
lived on earth instead of having riches in heaven. But the man’s riches on earth will not 
give him the greatest of riches, which is eternal life.” 

Conclusion… 

“Jesus knew what the man really loved. Jesus told the man to sell everything because that 
was what was important to him. He put money and things before loving Jesus. Jesus 
doesn’t tell us to go and sell everything. But Jesus wants us to make him most important. 
So if some of the things we have are more important to us than Jesus, it would be better 
not to have them—we should give them away. 

“Riches on earth don’t last forever. They break down and wear out and we can’t take 
them with us when we die. Being the sort of person God wants us to be gives us riches in 
heaven. Riches in heaven last forever and are far more important than riches on earth.” 

What about us?... 

“Jesus doesn’t want us to think that what’s most important is getting more and more 
things. We shouldn’t think that ‘things’ are really, really important and spend lots and lots 
of time thinking about them and getting them. Riches and things do not last forever.  
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“We shouldn’t make things and riches most important to us, we should make God, and 
what King Jesus wants, most important—loving other people, praying, obeying and 
trusting God, reading or listening to the Bible, not being selfish, being a good friend, 
helping others—these are the sorts of things which should be important to us.” 

Spend some time talking about the practical implications of these things in the context of the 
children’s lives. 

Pray… 

Thanking God for giving us what we need. Pray that God will keep us from thinking that 
riches on earth are more important than riches in heaven. Thanking God that he gives us 
heaven and riches in heaven which last forever. 

Activity suggestions… 

1. Treasure chests 

You will need a small box or (half dozen) egg carton for each child with the caption from 
page 109 pasted on the lid. In the lesson, read the caption to the children and talk about 
what riches are important. Then the children each make a treasure chest with their box 
or egg carton. They decorate the outside with gold paper or foil and/or have paper ‘jewels’ 
pasted on. Put some ‘treasures’ inside the chest like cellophane ‘jewels’, silver foil ‘coins’, 
a necklace made by threading macaroni sprayed with gold spray paint. 

2. Collage picture 

This activity is suitable for younger children. Before the lesson, print page 114 for each 
child. Bring in pictures cut from magazines or advertising brochures of earthly riches for 
the children to paste on their sheet. As the children are pasting, make sure that you talk 
about how these riches don’t last forever—they will wear out, break down and rust and 
you can’t take them with you when you die.  

3. Booklet 

Before the lesson, print pages 115-117 for each child. Staple them together (covering the 
ends of the staples with tape for safety) with page 115 as the first page. The children 
colour the pictures and draw some of the rich man’s things on page 117 . 

4. Drawing 

Before the lesson, print page 117 for each child. In the lesson, read the caption and talk 
about its meaning. Then the children draw a picture. 
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Memory verse… 

Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. 

Actions to accompany verse: 

Romans clap hands together 

six, verse clap hands on side of body (thighs)  

twenty clap hands together  

three clap hands on side of body (thighs) 

God’s free clap hands together 

gift is hold two hands out in front as if holding a gift  

eternal right arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the right 

life left arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the left 
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Caption for activity #1 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 

Riches in heaven last forever and 

are far more important 

than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6:19-21 and 19:16-22 
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In Matthew 6, verses 19-21 Jesus says,  

‘Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth,  

where moths and rust destroy,  

and robbers break in and steal.  

Instead, store up riches for yourselves in heaven,  

where moths and rust cannot destroy,  

and robbers cannot break in and steal.  

For your heart will always be where your riches are.’ 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



111 

 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



112 

 

 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



113 

 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



114 

The rich young man thought his riches on earth… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…were more important than riches in heaven. 

But only riches in heaven last forever. 

Riches in heaven are more important than riches on 

earth. 

 Matthew 6, verses 19-21 and 19, verses 16-22. 
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Today we heard a true story about a rich man. The rich man came to Jesus and 

asked him, ‘What good thing must I do to receive eternal life?’. One of the 

things Jesus said to him was to go and sell all he had and to give the money to 

the poor. Then he would have riches in heaven and then he could come and follow 

Jesus. 
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The rich man went away sad because he didn’t want to give away all his riches. 

Jesus knew what the man really loved. Jesus told the man to sell everything 

because that was what was important to him. He put money and things before 

loving Jesus. The rich man wanted to keep all his things and stay rich while he 

lived on earth instead of having riches in heaven. But the man’s riches on earth 

will not give him the greatest of riches, which is eternal life. 
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The rich young man thought his riches on earth were more important than riches 

in heaven. But only riches in heaven last forever. Riches in heaven are more 

important than riches on earth. 

 Matthew 6 verses 19-21 and 19 verses 16-22 

Draw some riches on earth: 
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Unit 8: Lesson 1   

Jesus is born 
Bible reference… Luke 1:26-33, 2:1-7, Matthew 1:1-16 
Lesson aim… To teach the children about Jesus being born, and to remind the 

children of Jesus’ ancestry. 

Note for the teacher: Traditionally it has been assumed that Jesus 
was born in a stable. However, it is also possible that he was born 
in a house of poverty, where animals and humans lived under the 
same roof. Either way, to describe it as a ‘shed’ will give the 
children an appropriate idea of what it was like. 

Main message… Before Jesus was born, an angel told Mary that Jesus would be 
great, God’s Son, king forever and a descendant of King David. 
God’s promised king, Jesus, was not born like other kings—he 
was born in a shed. 

Memory verse… Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. See page 122 
for actions and page 123 for the verse. 

Vocabulary… angel—a messenger from God who tells people what God wants 
them to say. 

descendants—means children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren… 

Story preparation… Print pages 126 and 128 and make them into cards by cutting 
along the bold lines. you will need a large piece of cardboard or 
easel or board to add the cards when indicated. You will need your 
class Bible (Good News Version) which you will be reading 
throughout the lesson.  

Introduction… 

[Point to King David on the ‘People in the Bible’ chart.] “We’ve heard about King David this 
year. [Point to Jesus.] Jesus was on earth hundreds of years after King David. But Joseph, 
Jesus’ father, is related to King David. So King David is Jesus’ great-great—and lots more 
greats—grandfather. 

“Jesus has two fathers—a father on earth, who was related to King David, and a father in 
heaven, who is God. So Jesus is very, very special.” 
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Story… 

“Today we remember how Jesus was born—Christmas is a time when we remember 
Jesus being born. But before we go on, we need to remember that this isn’t a made up 
story or pretend story, this really happened. It is written in the New Testament part of 
the Bible in a book called Luke. Today I’m going to read from the Bible so you’ll need to 
really listen. We’re going to see what we can learn about Jesus [add card (i)]. This says 
‘Jesus’. 

“Luke tells us lots of things about Jesus being born. First we’re going to read what an 
angel told Mary before Jesus was born. Angels tell people what God wants them to say. I’m 
going to read from the Bible what God said to Mary through the angel: 

[read Luke 1:31-33] ‘You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord 
God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was.’ And a bit later [reading from Luke 
1:33b] the angel said to Mary about Jesus, ‘his kingdom will never end’. So we learn about 
Jesus that… 

• he will be great [add card (ii) and say “This says ‘great’”] 

• he will be called God’s Son [add card (iii) and say “This says ‘God’s Son’”] 

• God will make him king [add card (iv)] 

• his kingdom will never end; he will be king forever [add card (v) to inside the crown (iv) 
and say “This says ‘forever’”] 

“Let’s see what else we can learn from Luke. Jesus was born on earth with a mother 
called Mary and a father called Joseph. Luke tells us that Joseph ‘was a descendant of King 
David’ [read this from Luke 2:4b]; Joseph was related to King David. So the next thing we 
learn about Jesus is that… 

• he is a descendant of King David [add card (vi)] 

“Because of that, Joseph had to go to a place where King David was born to put his name 
on a special list. Everyone had to go to where their relatives were born to write their 
name on a list. 

“So Joseph and Mary both had to go to Bethlehem. It was a long way to go. I’ll read what 
comes next: 

[Read Luke chapter 2, verses 6-7] ‘and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for 
her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and 
laid him in a manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn.’ 

“This tells us that Jesus was born where there was an animal food box, that’s what a 
manger is. So they were staying in an animal shed! There was no room for Mary and 
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Joseph in an inn (which is like a motel), so they had to stay in an animal shed. What a 
horrible place to stay to have a baby—in an animal shed. Jesus’ bed wasn’t a nice baby’s 
bed or cot, but an animal food box, that’s what a manger is. And Jesus was wrapped in 
strips of cloth. 

“We’ve now learnt that Jesus… 

• was wrapped in strips of cloth [add card (vii)] 

• lay in an animal food box for a bed [add card (viii)] 

“Now let’s look at all the things we’ve learnt from Luke, because some of them are a bit 
of a surprise. First we’ve heard that Jesus will be [point to accompanying cards]… 

• great 

• God’s Son 

• king forever and his kingdom will never end (he will be king forever) 

• a descendant of King David 

“So Jesus will be a great king! But then Luke tells us about Jesus being born and where 
he was. He… 

• lay in an animal food box for a bed 

“That doesn’t sound like where a king should be born, does it? Especially if the king was 
the Son of God.” 

Conclusion… 

“Before Jesus was born an angel told Mary that Jesus would be great, God’s Son, king 
forever and a descendant of King David. Jesus was born in a shed—an animal shed. It 
wasn’t the place where you would think that God’s Son, Jesus, would be born. And it’s not 
a place where you would think a king would be born. At Sunday School, we’ve been 
hearing how Jesus was not like any other king. Even where Jesus was born was not like 
any other king. God’s promised king, Jesus, was not born like other kings—he was born 
in a shed.”  

What about us?… 

“At Christmas time we see lots of decorations around—Christmas trees, tinsel, stars 
[refer to decorations that are seen in your part of the world—and if you live in a part of the world 
which doesn’t celebrate Christmas, then delete this paragraph]. At Christmas time people give 
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presents (or gifts) and have yummy things to eat. But we need to remember that the 
best thing about Christmas isn’t getting presents or having parties or yummy food.  

“The best thing about Christmas is remembering that Jesus was born on earth. God has 
given us the best present (gift) ever—Jesus and living forever with him in heaven. We 
need to thank God for Jesus. We need to thank God that Jesus didn’t come as a king born 
in a fancy palace with lots of expensive things and he didn’t live just for himself. Jesus 
came as a servant, thinking of us more than he thought about himself. Jesus came to 
love us in the best way he could. Jesus was born on earth so that he could die for us and 
we could be forgiven and be in God’s kingdom forever. That’s something to say a big 
thank you for!” 

Pray... 

Thanking God for Jesus. Thanking God that Jesus didn’t come as a king born in a fancy 
palace and he didn’t live just for himself—he lived as a servant. Thanking God that Jesus 
was born on earth so that we could be forgiven and be in God’s kingdom forever. 

Activity suggestions… 

 1. Colouring 

This activity is suitable for younger children. You will need a cardboard roll for each child. 
Gather together some collage materials like pieces of tinsel and ribbon, and pieces of 
coloured paper, cellophane and foil. Print page 131 for each child to colour in the lesson. 
Then give each child a cardboard roll to decorate by painting on collage items. Then each 
child’s picture is rolled and placed in the cardboard roll. 

2. Shed picture 

In this activity, the children use either paddle pop sticks or match sticks to make a shed, 
so you will need to decide which medium the children will use. See page 129 for an 
illustration of the paddle pop and match stick sheds. Before the lesson, gather together 
the necessary materials, including child-friendly PVA glue and an A4 piece of cardboard 
for each child. Print page 125 and paste onto the cardboard, and print page 129 and cut out 
the pictures. In the lesson, the children glue on the paddle pop sticks or match sticks, or 
a combination of both, covering the poles and making a roof. It would be helpful if you 
could make one beforehand to show the children, though it doesn’t really matter what 
the children’s work looks like. Once they have finished that part, they can colour and 
paste on Mary, Joseph and the manger (or they could draw these) and draw the rest of 
the inside of the shed. 
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3. Picture page 

Print page 130 for the children to draw a picture of the shed like the one that Jesus was 
born in. Read the caption to the children. 

4. Collage picture 

Print page 132 and cut out one picture for each child. You will need to rip brown paper 
into strips (you decide the width and length of the strips depending on the size of the 
paper the children will be given and the age of the children—the strips are to resemble 
pieces of hay or straw for the floor of the shed). Alternatively, raffia could be cut into 
pieces to be pasted on as straw. Then place the strips in a container for the lesson. Also 
cut lengths of light brown/tan paper (and place in a container) to be used as timber 
palings to make the back of the shed. Print page 124 and cut out a caption for each child.  

In the lesson the children paste brown paper strips or raffia at the bottom section of their 
page to be the floor (for younger children the teacher may need to apply the glue so that 
it is the floor and not the ceiling!). Next the children paste the light brown/tan lengths as 
‘timber palings‘ to make the back of the shed. Then the children paste on Mary, Joseph 
and the manger. 

Memory verse… 

Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. 

Actions to accompany verse: 

Romans clap hands together 

six, verse clap hands on side of body (thighs)  

twenty clap hands together  

three clap hands on side of body (thighs) 

God’s free clap hands together 

gift is hold two hands out in front as if holding a gift  

eternal right arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the right 

life left arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the left 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



123 

 

 

 R
om

an
s 

6
, 
ve

rs
e 

2
3

  

‘G
od

’s
 f

re
e
 g

if
t 

 

is
 e

te
rn

al
 l
if

e
’ 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



124 

Caption for activity #4: 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 

Where Jesus was 

born was not like 

any other king. 

Jesus was born in 

a shed. 

 Luke 2, verses 1-7 
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great 
(ii) 

God’s Son 
(iii) 
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(vi) 
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Activity 2# shed made from paddle pop sticks: shed made from matchsticks: 
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Unit 8: Lesson 2   

The king’s visitors 
Bible reference… Matthew 2:1-6 
Lesson aim… To talk about how the wise men who ‘studied the stars’ or, in 

simpler terms, ‘knew all about stars’ looked for the baby ‘born to 
be king’. 

Main message… Some wise men who knew all about stars followed a special star to 
find Jesus, the baby born to be king. 

Memory verse… Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. See page 138 
for actions and page 139 for the verse. 

Vocabulary… ‘men/visitors from the ‘East’ (Matthew 2:1, 7)—if you are reading 
Option 1 of the story, the men ‘came from the east’ and are called 
‘visitors from the East’ in the Good News Bible, because that is 
where they came from. Children probably won’t be familiar with 
north, south, east and west, so you can point to one direction for 
where Jesus is and the opposite for where the wise men came 
from. 

‘when it came up in the east’ (Matthew 2:2)—the ‘east’ is talking 
about where the star is in the sky. Again point to the direction of 
east. 

‘wise men’—if the children have done ‘First Steps’ or ‘Learning 
about God’ then they will know these men as the ‘wise men’ 
which is the traditional term for them. So as not to confuse 
matters, we also call them here ‘the wise men’. ‘Wise men’ 
comes from the Greek word ‘magi’ and means astrologers. So 
they were men who ‘studied the stars’ or ‘knew all about the 
stars’, rather than ‘wise’ as we use the word today. 

‘Jews’—God’s people were called ‘Israelites’ in the Old Testament 
part of the Bible and they are called ‘Jews’ in the New Testament 
part of the Bible. The sad thing is that even though the Jews were 
waiting for God’s promised king to come, many of them didn’t 
believe it was Jesus. 

‘Messiah’—in simplified terms it means ‘God’s promised king’——
the special one that God has promised and chosen to be king. The 
meaning of the Hebrew word is ‘The Anointed One’, which is the 
same as the Greek word ‘Christ’, but he is anointed to be king, 
hence our more simplified definition. 
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Story preparation… Print pages 142-144 and cut along the dotted lines. You will need a 
sheet of cardboard, easel or board for the story. Place blu-tack 
either on the back of each picture or on the cardboard so that you 
can add the pictures. Print page 149 for the Introduction. 

Introduction… 

“There are some people who learn about, and know all about, stars. We call these people 
‘astronomers’. But when the New Testament part of the Bible was written, these men 
were called another name—they were called ‘magi’ or ‘wise men’. So ‘magi’ or ‘wise 
men’ were people who ‘studied the stars’ (Matthew 2:1) which means that they knew all 
about the stars. Here’s a picture of some stars in the sky.” [Show page 149 and talk about 
how people who study stars know where they all are in the sky and know if any special stars are 
in the sky.] 

“The men in today’s story were called ‘wise men’ because they studied the stars. 
They lived in the East, which means that they lived a long way that way [point in 
whatever direction you are calling ‘east’ for the Story] from where Jesus lived.” [If reading 
Option 1 add that the ‘wise men’ are called ‘men from the east’ in the Good News Bible. If 
reading Option 2 you can delete the last sentence as we don’t mention the ‘east’ for the sake of 
simplicity.] 

Story… 

A suggestion for the story today is to read it from the Good News Bible. It’s great for the children 
to see that this story is in the Bible and it is a real, true story and not something made up. This 
is Option 1. It includes questions and comments so that you can reinforce the meaning of the 
story as you go along. 

However this might be too difficult for younger children to understand, so I have included a 
second option which is simpler than the first. You can choose which is most suitable for your 
group. Both versions refer to picture cards (either add these cards to a piece of cardboard or 
easel, or show these as picture cards, as indicated in the story). 

Option 1—combines reading directly from the Bible with questions 

[Open your class Bible (Good News version) to Matthew chapter 2.] 

“Today we’re going to hear about after Jesus was born. This story is in the New 
Testament part of the Bible in the book of Matthew. I’m going to read it from our class 
Bible. I’ll be stopping and asking questions to see how well you are listening! Let’s begin… 

[Read verse 1a] ‘Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when 
Herod was king’. 
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“Where was Jesus born?” (Bethlehem) 

“Who was king?” (Herod) [add (i)]. 

[Read verse 1b-2] ‘Soon afterwards, some men who studied the stars came from the East 
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his 
star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.”’  

“Who were the men?” (Men who studied the stars, which means that they knew all about 
stars) [add (ii)] 

“Where did the men come from?” (The East, which means a long way from where Jesus 
was. These men would not be Jews.) 

“What did the men see?” (a star) [add (iii)] 

“Who did the men want to see?” (the baby born to be king of the Jews, God’s people) 

Read verse 3, ‘When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone 
else in Jerusalem.’ 

“Was King Herod happy to hear about Jesus? (No) [add (iv)] 

Read verse 4a, ‘He (King Herod) called together all the chief priests and the teachers of 
the Law’ 

“They are men who worked in the Temple, and who knew all about the Old Testament 
part of the Bible.” [add (v)] 

[Continue reading verse 4 and then 5] ‘and Herod asked them, “Where will the Messiah be 
born?” In the town of Bethlehem in Judea,” they answered.  

“So King Herod wanted to know where the ‘Messiah’ will be born. The word ‘Messiah’ 
means ‘God’s promised king’. King Herod wanted to know where God’s promised king 
was going to be born and they told him it would be Bethlehem. 

“Back to the Bible… 

[Continue reading verse 5] “For this is what the prophet wrote…”’ 

“The men who were speaking to King Herod knew all about the Old Testament part of 
the Bible [add (vi)]. And some of the Old Testament is written by men who were called 
prophets—they wrote and also spoke words that God wanted them to write and say. One 
of these prophets was called Isaiah and he wrote lots of things about God’s promised 
king—Jesus. The men told King Herod what was written in Isaiah about where God’s 
promised king will be born. What the men read to King Herod from Isaiah said that the 
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem’.” 

Option 2—a simpler version of the story 

“Today we’re going to hear about after Jesus was born. This story is in the New 
Testament part of the Bible in a book called Matthew. Jesus was born in a place called 
Bethlehem. When Jesus was born a man called Herod was king [add (i)]. 
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“There were some men [add (ii)] who were called ‘wise men’ because they knew all about 
the stars. They saw a special star in the sky [add (iii)]. They lived a long way from where 
Jesus was and were not Jews, but somehow they knew about Jesus. They came to where 
Jews lived. They came to a place called Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the baby born to be 
the king of the Jews?’ They said that they had seen his star in the sky and that they had 
come to worship him (that means that they knew that Jesus was really, really important). 

“When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset [add (iv)]. Everyone else in 
Jerusalem was upset too. King Herod didn’t want there to be another king. So King 
Herod called together men who knew the Old Testament part of the Bible really well [add 
(v)]. He asked them, ‘Where will the Messiah be born?’ ‘In the town of Bethlehem in 
Judea,’ they answered.  

“So King Herod wanted to know where the ‘Messiah’ will be born. The word ‘Messiah’ 
means ‘God’s promised king’ and there are lots of places in the Old Testament part of 
the Bible that talk about God’s promised king. Then the men read from Isaiah [add (vi)], 
a book in the Old Testament part of the Bible, to King Herod. They told him that the 
God’s promised king would be born in a place called Bethlehem.  

Conclusion… 

“So today we’ve heard about the wise men (or ‘men from the East’) wanting to see 
Jesus—the baby born to be king of God’s people. These wise men (from the East) knew 
that Jesus was important. Next week we’ll find out what happened when they did see 
Jesus.” 

What about us?… 

“The wise men knew that Jesus was an important baby. They knew that Jesus was a king. 
God wants us to know that Jesus is important and that he is king. God wants us to live 
with Jesus as our king. 

“King Herod asked the men who knew the Old Testament really well about where the 
Messiah will be born. The word ‘Messiah’ is a name that is used for Jesus. Messiah 
means the same as Christ which means ‘God’s promised king’——the special one that God 
has promised and chosen to be king. God wants his Messiah to be our king. We’ll hear 
next week whether King Herod wanted God’s chosen and promised one, Jesus, to be his 
king.” 

Pray… 

Thanking God that Jesus was born to be king and that the wise men knew that he was 
going to be king. 
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Activity suggestions… 

1. Picture page 

Before the lesson, print page 145 for each child, and print page 141 onto yellow paper (if 
possible) and cut out a star for each child. In the lesson, the children colour in the wise 
men and then paste (or draw) a star to the right of the top caption. If you feel game, you 
could give the children glitter glue or glitter pens to decorate around the star. 

2. Star mobile 

Print page 146 for each child. Decide whether you would like to make a star mobile (with 
all three stars) or a single star decoration (using the larger star). The factor in deciding 
may simply be the time you have available. In the lesson, the children decorate the star(s) 
from one of the options below. It would be preferable if the stars could be backed onto 
cardboard or thick paper to make them stronger. Before the lesson, you will need to 
decide how you want your class to do the activity and gather together the appropriate 
materials. The choices are: 

(i) The children decorate the star/s with glitter glue, gel pens, glitter crayons. 
(ii) The children cover one side of the star by pasting small pieces of aluminium foil or 

gold paper. 
(iii) Before the lesson, paste each star onto gold or silver cardboard, so that one side has 

the caption and the other side is gold/silver. 
(iv) Before the lesson, spray paint one side of the star/s with gold or silver spray paint. In 

the lesson, the children carefully decorate with dots of glitter glue, or patterns made 
with a glitter pen, or add star stickers. 

(v) If the children make the mobile, they could decorate each star differently using the 
choices above. However, you, as the teacher, will need to decide how the children are 
filling in each star and have all the children doing the same thing. 

Once completed, the teacher will need to either tape a piece of wool behind the stars to 
join them, or thread and tie wool or string through punched holes. If making the mobile, 
the teacher will need to cut string/wool into the right lengths before the lesson to save 
time. 

3. Christmas cards 

There are a few alternatives for this: 

(i) Print page 148 and fold horizontally and then vertically to make a card for each child to 
decorate the crown.  

(ii) The children first decorate the crown. Then give the children a blank piece of A4 
paper folded in the same way as a card for them to design and draw their own 
Christmas card. The children could take their cards home in a paper bag, just in case 
they would like to keep them as a surprise for family members. 
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(iii) Print a card for each child and you decorate the crown. Post the card to each child in 
your class at Christmas with a personal greeting. 

4. Night sky 

This activity is suitable for younger children. Before the lesson, print page 146 and cut 
out the largest star for each child. If you want the children to do pasting, tear or cut black 
paper into pieces 3 cm square or larger (depending on the size of the paper you will be 
giving the children) and place these in a container for the lesson. Each child will need a 
large piece of paper. If possible, it would be great if you had some star stickers for each 
child. Alternatively, print page 141 and cut out a number of stars for each child. Print page 
140 and cut out a caption for each child. 

In the lesson, first show a completed activity and read the caption. Then the children fill 
in their page to make it into a night sky. They either cover their page by pasting on the 
black paper pieces, or they colour their page with a black crayon (scribbling is fine). Then 
the children paste on the large star with the smaller stars or star stickers around it. 

If you have a plentiful supply of star stickers or stars, another option is to give each child a 
piece of black paper or a black polystyrene or plastic vegetable tray (you will need to 
experiment and find out which glue adheres to the surface—or use cellotape or blu-tack 
if it works successfully). The children attach one star from page 147 and then star 
stickers. 

Memory verse… 

Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. 

Actions to accompany verse: 

Romans clap hands together 

six, verse clap hands on side of body (thighs)  

twenty clap hands together  

three clap hands on side of body (thighs) 

God’s free clap hands together 

gift is hold two hands out in front as if holding a gift  

eternal right arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the right 

life left arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the left 
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Caption for activity #4: 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 

Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a special 

star to find Jesus, the baby born 

to be king. 

 Matthew 2, verses 1-6 
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Today we heard about the wise 

men who wanted to see Jesus… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We 

saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come 

to worship him.” 

 Matthew 2, verse 2 
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       Some wise men who knew all 

about stars followed a 

special star to find Jesus, 

the baby born to be king. 

 Matthew 2 verses 1 to 6 
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Some wise men who 

knew all about stars 

followed a special star 

to find Jesus, the baby 

born to be king. 

Matthew 2, 

verses 1-6 

Some wise men who 

knew all about stars 

followed a special star 

to find Jesus, the baby 

born to be king. 

Matthew 2, 

verses 1-6 

Some wise men who 

knew all about stars 

followed a special star 

to find Jesus, the baby 

born to be king. 

Matthew 2, 

verses 1-6 

Some wise men who 

knew all about stars 

followed a special star 

to find Jesus, the baby 

born to be king. 

Matthew 2, 

verses 1-6 

Some wise men who 

knew all about stars 

followed a special star 

to find Jesus, the baby 

born to be king. 

Matthew 2, 

verses 1-6 

Some wise men who 

knew all about stars 

followed a special star 

to find Jesus, the baby 

born to be king. 

Matthew 2, 

verses 1-6 
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…was born 

to be King 

Jesus 
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Unit 8: Lesson 3   

Jesus, the greatest king ever 
Bible reference… Matthew 2:1-15 
Lesson aim… The ultimate aim of today’s lesson is for the children to 

understand that Jesus was born to be the greatest king ever. We 
finish hearing the story of the wise men meeting Jesus and see 
how they ‘worshipped’ Jesus, treating him as a king, while King 
Herod wanted to kill Jesus.   
The What about us part of today’s story is a summary of the 
lessons this year about King Jesus and what our response, and 
indeed the response of everyone, should be. The language used is 
language which has been explained throughout the year and which 
hopefully will be meaningful to the children. We want to reinforce 
the fact that Jesus’ kingship should impact on our lives.  

Main message… Jesus was born to be the greatest king ever. 
Memory verse… Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life’. See page 156 

for actions and page 157 for the verse. 

Vocabulary… ‘visitors from the ‘East’ (Matthew 2:1, 7)—if you are reading 
Option 1 of the story, the men ‘came from the east’ and are called 
‘visitors from the East’ in the Good News Bible, because that is 
where they came from. Children probably won’t be familiar with 
north, south, east and west, so you can point to one direction for 
where Jesus is and the opposite for where the wise men came 
from. 

‘when it came up in the east’ (Matthew 2:2)—the ‘east’ is talking 
about where the star is in the sky. Again point to the direction of 
east. 

‘wise men’—if the children have done ‘First Steps’ or ‘Learning 
about God’ then they will know these men as the ‘wise men’ 
which is the traditional term for them. So as not to confuse 
matters, we also call them here ‘the wise men’. ‘Wise men’ 
comes from the Greek word ‘magi’ and means astrologers. So 
they were men who ‘studied the stars’ or ‘knew all about the 
stars’, rather than ‘wise’ as we use the word today. 

‘Jews’—God’s people were called ‘Israelites’ in the Old Testament 
part of the Bible and they are called ‘Jews’ in the New Testament 
part of the Bible. The sad thing is that even though the Jews were 
waiting for God’s promised king to come, many of them didn’t 
believe it was Jesus. 
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Story preparation… 

 

 

You will need your class Bible (Good News Version). Make 
polystyrene cup puppets for some wise men and one for King 
Herod (looking angry)—see suggestions on page 163. Print page 
164 and cut out the star or trace the star onto cardboard and cut 
out. Tape the star onto a straw or a toothpick so that you can hold 
it up. You will also need a box for the house Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus are in. Find a box which will fit the wise men in and cut a 
hole for a doorway. If using the box as a house you will not need to 
make puppets for Mary and Jesus. To hold the star when above 
the house, either place a mound of blu-tack on top of the box (best 
for the toothpick) or punch a hole in the top of the box (to fit the 
straw). When you are telling the story, sit with a table or floor 
space in front of you—place the box to the far right in front of you 
or hide it behind you (and bring it out when needed in the story). 
Print page 158 if you want the words for the Action Rhyme. 

Introduction… 

Talk about ‘worship’. “To worship someone is to treat them as if they are very important. 
We often speak about ‘worshipping God’. When we worship God we treat him as God. 
Worship often means to treat someone or something as if it is God. Let’s see if we can 
understand what ‘worship’ means in today’s story.” 

Story… 

“Last week we heard about some men who were looking for Jesus. They were called wise 
men and they lived a long way away from where Jesus was, in another country (in the 
East). They knew all about the stars and they saw a special star. They came looking for 
Jesus. Let me read something they said… 

Read Matthew 2, verse 2, ‘“Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star 
when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.”’ 

Option 1: a simpler version 

“King Herod [show King Herod puppet and place to the left-hand side] called the men from 
the East to a secret meeting [show and move wise men over to King Herod]. King Herod 
found out from the men when they had seen the star. Then King Herod sent the men to 
the place called Bethlehem which is where Jesus was. King Herod told the men to look 
for the child. King Herod wanted them to tell him when they found the child. He said 
that he wanted to go and worship him. 

“Then the wise men left [move wise men across to the middle]. They saw the star that they 
had seen before. The men were very happy when they saw the star. They followed the 
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star until it stopped over the place where Jesus was [move wise men across to the right-hand 
side and place the box in front of them]. They went into the house [move wise men into the 
house], and when they saw Jesus with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshipped 
him. That means that they treated Jesus as very special and very important. They had 
special gifts (presents) which they gave Jesus. These gifts were called gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. They were special gifts for someone who was very special and important—
God’s Son, Jesus. 

“In a dream, God told the wise men not to go back to Herod. So they went home by a 
different road. [take wise men out of box and move away from ‘house’ a different way] In a 
dream, an angel told Joseph to take Mary and Joseph to a different country called Egypt to 
keep them safe, because Herod wanted to kill Jesus. King Herod was angry [lift King 
Herod’s arms up and move him forward] that the wise men had gone home and not come 
to him first. King Herod wanted to know where Jesus was, not to worship him, but to kill 
him. He wanted so much to kill Jesus that he killed lots of baby boys, trying to find Jesus. 
But God kept Mary, Joseph and Jesus safe in Egypt. They stayed there until Herod died 
and so wasn’t king anymore. 

Option 2: reading the story directly from the Good News Bible 

Read today’s story directly from the class Bible (Good News Bible). You can choose 
whether you use the puppets for this option. If you use them, move them between Bible 
readings as indicated. Look up from your Bible when saying the paragraphs in italics 
which have been included to help explain the text. Begin by telling the children that in 
the Good News Bible the ‘wise men’ are called ‘men from the east’ because that is where 
they came from. So ‘men from the east’ are the same as the ‘wise men’. 

[Before reading, place King Herod and the wise men to your left. Read Matthew 2:7-8] ‘So 
Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from them the 
exact time the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these 
instructions: “Go and make a careful search for the child; and when you find him, let me 
know, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

[Move the wise men across to the middle. Read Matthew 2:9-10] ‘And so they left, and on 
their way they saw the same star they had seen in the East. When they saw it, how happy 
they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was.  

[Place box on the right-hand side and move wise men into the box. Read Matthew 2:11] ‘They 
went into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down 
and worshipped him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, and 
presented them to him.’ 

“The wise men gave Jesus gifts because they thought that Jesus was very important. It was part 
of worshipping him. The gifts they gave him were very special gifts.” 
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[Take wise men out of box and move away from ‘house’ a different way. Now read Matthew 
chapter 2, verse 12] ‘Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had 
warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod.’ 

“The wise men went back home on a different road because God told them not to go back to 
King Herod. King Herod was angry that the wise men had gone home and not come to him first. 
King Herod wanted to know where Jesus was, not to worship him, but to kill him.”  

[Read Matthew chapter 2, verse 13] ‘After they (the wise men) had left, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and said, “Herod will be looking for the child in order 
to kill him. So get up, take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you to leave.” 

“King Herod wanted to kill Jesus! He didn’t want there to be another king—and the wise men 
from the East had called Jesus ‘the baby born to be king of the Jews’.” 

[The following is a summary of verses 14-16] “When King Herod knew that the wise men had 
tricked him and gone home, he was very, very angry [lift King Herod’s arms up and move 
him forward]. King Herod wanted to know where Jesus was, not to worship him, but to kill 
him. He wanted to kill Jesus so much that he killed lots of boys, trying to find Jesus. But 
God kept Mary, Joseph and Jesus safe in Egypt. They stayed there until Herod died and so 
wasn’t king anymore.”  

Conclusion…  

“When the wise men (from the East) heard about Jesus, they wanted to find Jesus to 
worship him and give him gifts. Herod wanted to find Jesus too, but he wanted to kill 
Jesus. Herod was the king of the country where Jesus was born, and he didn’t want there 
to be any other kings. He told the wise men that he wanted to worship Jesus, but he 
really wanted to kill King Jesus. 

“We’ve heard about two different ways of treating Jesus. The wise men (who came from 
the East) called Jesus a king and they wanted to worship Jesus. King Herod didn’t want 
Jesus to be a king and he wanted to kill Jesus.  

“It’s sad that King Herod didn’t know that Jesus was born to be the greatest king ever—
the king of everyone.” 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



UNIT 8:  C HR ISTMAS  LESSON 3: JESUS, THE GR EATEST KING EVER 154 

Action rhyme… 

This is placed here in the lesson to provide a concentration break as well as revision.  

Jesus was born to be point up for ‘Jesus’ and rock arms as if holding baby for ‘born’ 

king of the Jews hands on head vertically making a crown  

but there is more outstretch arms 

really good news. nod head a couple of times—once on ‘really’ and once on ‘news’ 

Jesus was born to be point up for ‘Jesus’ and rock arms as if holding baby for ‘born’ 

the greatest king ever. both arms outstretched then up vertically (on ‘king’)  

King of us all arms vertically up to make a huge crown, then look around at all 
children 

and king forever. both arms vertically up to make a huge crown, then wide sweep in 
front, with arms outstretched 

What about us?… 

“Jesus was the baby born to be the king of the Jews—but more than that, the king of 
everyone and king forever. Jesus was born in a shed—not at all like a king. Jesus lived on 
earth like a servant—not at all like a king. But God’s Son, Jesus, is the greatest king of all. 
He died and came back to life again so that we could be forgiven and so that we could be 
in God’s kingdom. People who live with Jesus as their king have lots to look forward to—
heaven will be a wonderful place and one day Christians from all over the world will be 
together in heaven..  

“But for now, God wants us to live with Jesus as our king and treat Jesus as important. 
How do we do that? It doesn’t mean giving Jesus gifts like the wise men did. That was just 
what the wise men did. What God wants us to do is to love Jesus and to obey Jesus. The 
way we treat Jesus as being important is doing what he says. We talked some weeks ago 
about loving God lots and lots and loving others just like we look after ourselves—this is 
how Jesus wants us to live.  

“The wise men called Jesus ‘the baby born to be the king of the Jews’, but Jesus was even 
more than that. Jesus was born to be the greatest king ever. Christmas is all about 
remembering that Jesus is king—a very special king, the greatest king ever. This 
Christmas let’s pray that more people will know about King Jesus and that more people 
will live with him as their king. And let’s pray that we will live with Jesus as our king.” 
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Pray… 

That more people might hear about King Jesus this Christmas, and that more people 
might live with him as their king. Pray that we will live with Jesus as our king and that 
God will help us to live with Jesus as our king. 

Activity suggestions… 

1. Polystyrene cup puppets 

The children can make polystyrene cup puppets for the wise 
men and King Herod (see suggestions on page 163). Decide 
on the number of puppets you feel would be manageable for 
each child to make and have the appropriate number of polystyrene cups or yoghurt pots. 
Gather together fabric scraps, coloured paper, wrapping paper, etc, and some child-
friendly PVA glue or tape (whichever is most suitable to use). In the lesson, first show 
the children some completed puppets and explain how they will be making them. You will 
need to decide before the lesson (given the age and skill level of your children) how much 
direction you will give them as they make their puppets. Once completed, attach the 
captions from page 159 to the back of the puppets. 

These puppets will need to go home in a suitable container so that they aren’t dropped or 
lost, e.g. a tissue box or shoe-box. 

2. Action rhyme 

Before the lesson, print page 160 for each child. In the lesson, read the action rhyme to 
the children (and/or they could say it). The children then colour the pictures on the page. 
They could also make it special by adding star stickers or glitter glue. 

3. Christmas decorations 

This activity is suitable for younger children. For the lesson, you will need a combination 
of the following: cardboard, coloured paper, pre-cut lengths of tinsel, pre-cut lengths of 
Christmas ribbon, foil, gold paper, star stickers, cellophane, coloured foil patty cases, and 
contact paper.  

Print page 161 and cut out the decorations (i) and (ii) and back them with cardboard, or 
use the shapes on page 161 as templates to cut from cardboard. Punch a hole in the top of 
each shape before the lesson. The children decorate their shapes by: pasting on small 
pieces of coloured paper, foil or gold paper; decorating with glitter glue or glitter pens; 
pasting on collage materials like tinsel, Christmas ribbon, segments of coloured foil patty 
cases, stickers.  
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4. ‘Stained glass’ decoration 

Before the lesson, print page 162 for each child and cut along the bold lines (cutting out 
the striped section inside the shape as indicated). Carefully stick contact paper over one 
side of the shape, then place the backing of the contact paper over the other side of the 
shape covering the sticky diamond window. You will need to cut a variety of shapes, just 
roughly, from different coloured cellophane. In the lesson, first show the children a 
completed activity and explain what they will be doing. Give each child a shape with the 
sticky side up (either you or they peel off the backing paper depending which would be 
easier). The children then place pieces of different coloured cellophane on the sticky 
contact paper covering all the contact paper (the cellophane pieces can overlap), and then 
when the children have finished their design, place a layer of contact paper over that side 
so that there is now contact paper on both sides and, when hung, light will shine through 
the cellophane (like a stained glass window). The teacher will need to add a piece of string 
to the top (either tape it on or the teacher punches a hole to thread the string through), 
and you might need to trim the edges. 

Memory verse… 

Romans 6, verse 23, ‘God’s free gift is eternal life.’ 

Actions to accompany verse: 

Romans clap hands together 

six, verse clap hands on side of body (thighs)  

twenty clap hands together  

three clap hands on side of body (thighs) 

God’s free clap hands together 

gift is hold two hands out in front as if holding a gift  

eternal right arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the right 

life left arm is extended sideways (making an arc) to the left 
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Jesus was born to be  

king of the Jews, 

but there is more 

really good news. 

Jesus was born to be 

the greatest king ever. 

King of us all 

and king forever.  
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Captions for activity #1: 

When the wise men 

heard about Jesus, 

they wanted to find 

Jesus to worship him 

and give him gifts. 

When the wise men 

heard about Jesus, 

they wanted to find 

Jesus to worship him 

and give him gifts. 

When the wise men 

heard about Jesus, 

they wanted to find 

Jesus to worship him 

and give him gifts. 

When the wise men 

heard about Jesus, 

they wanted to find 

Jesus to worship him 

and give him gifts. 

When the wise men 

heard about Jesus, 

they wanted to find 

Jesus to worship him 

and give him gifts. 

When the wise men 

heard about Jesus, 

they wanted to find 

Jesus to worship him 

and give him gifts. 

Herod wanted to find 

Jesus too, but he 

wanted to kill Jesus. 

Herod wanted to find 

Jesus too, but he 

wanted to kill Jesus. 

Herod wanted to find 

Jesus too, but he 

wanted to kill Jesus. 

Herod wanted to find 

Jesus too, but he 

wanted to kill Jesus. 

Herod wanted to find 

Jesus too, but he 

wanted to kill Jesus. 

Herod wanted to find 

Jesus too, but he 

wanted to kill Jesus. 

Captions for activity #3: 

Jesus was 

born to be 

king 

Jesus was 

born to be 

king 

Jesus was 

born to be 

king 

Jesus was 

born to be 

king 

Jesus was 

born to be 

king 

Jesus was 

born to be 

king 
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Jesus was born to be 

king of the Jews, 

but there is more 

really good news. 

Jesus was born to be 

the greatest King ever. 

King of us all 

and King forever. 
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(i) 

(ii) 

Jesus was born to 

be King. 

Jesus was born 

to be King. 
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Instructions for poly-cup puppets: 

Herod 

paper or cardboard crown—cut in ‘zig-zag’ at the top and draw in 
jewels 

face—drawn with a felt pen (check first it doesn’t smudge) 

robe—wrap around a length of ‘royal looking’ paper or fabric, or 
plain coloured paper with stripes drawn on. Attach with glue, tape 
or elastic band  

arms—poke one long, or two short, pipe cleaner arms through the poly-cup 

 

Wise men 

paper or cardboard hat—cut a strip of cardboard or paper to tape 
on as a hat (a change from pasting on hair). Give each wise man a 
different coloured hat. Could also draw a pattern on the hat (a 
different pattern for each hat). 

face—drawn with a felt pen (check first it doesn’t smudge) 

clothes—wrap around a length of wrapping paper, coloured paper or fabric. Use a 
different colour or design for each wise man to make them look different. Attach with 
glue, tape or elastic band  

gift—you might have some tiny boxes to use, or you could wrap a small piece of wrapping 
paper around a (little) folded piece of paper, secure with tape. 

arms—poke one long, or two short, pipe cleaner arms through the poly-cup. For the 
child’s version it might be more suitable to tape one long or two short pipe cleaners to 
the back of each puppet. Attach the gift with tape to one arm. 
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Matthias Media is an evangelical publishing ministry that seeks to persuade 
all Christians of the truth of God’s purposes in Jesus Christ as revealed in the 
Bible, and equip them with high-quality resources, so that by the work of the 
Holy Spirit they will:

•  abandon their lives to the honour and service of Christ in daily 
holiness and decision-making

•  pray constantly in Christ’s name for the fruitfulness and growth of 
his gospel

•  speak the Bible’s life-changing word whenever and however they 
can—in the home, in the world and in the fellowship of his people.

Our resources range from Bible studies and books through to training courses, 
audio sermons and children’s Sunday School material. To find out about more, 
and to access samples and free downloads, visit our website:

www.matthiasmedia.com

How to buy our resources
1. Direct from us over the internet:

– in the US: www.matthiasmedia.com
–  in Australia: www.matthiasmedia.com.au

2. Direct from us by phone:
– in the US: 1 866 407 4530
– in Australia: 1300 051 220
– international: +61 2 9233 4627

3.  Through a range of outlets in various parts of the world.  
Visit www.matthiasmedia.com/contact for details about  
recommended retailers in your part of the world, including  
www.thegoodbook.co.uk in the United Kingdom.

4. Trade enquiries can be addressed to:
– in the US and Canada: sales@matthiasmedia.com
– in Australia and the rest of the world: sales@matthiasmedia.com.au

5.  Visit GoThereFor.com for subscription-based access to a great-value range of 
digital resources.

Register at our website for 

our free regular email update 

to receive information about 

the latest new resources, 

exclusive special offers, and 

free articles to help you grow 

in your Christian life and 

ministry.
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