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to start teaching children than
when they are young? Paul reminds Timothy that he had the privilege
of knowing the holy Scriptures “from infancy” (2 Tim 3:14-15).

Teaching Little Ones is a six-year syllabus of Sunday School lessons for young children
by Stephanie Carmichael, author of Their God is so BIG.

On each CD-ROM there’s virtually everything you’ll need for one year (that’s 40 weeks) of
lessons—including lesson plans, story scripts, action rhymes, prayers, activities and craft
ideas. You won’t have to worry about recurring licence fees or buying workbooks—once
you have bought this CD, your church can use the lessons year after year. The material is
provided in Adobe® PDF format so you can distribute individual lessons to teachers via
email, allowing them to prepare in advance and print off only the sheets they need.

This CD-ROM contains Learning about God
This is the first part of a syllabus designed for 3-5 year olds—children who are not yet at
school.

The aim of Learning about God is to provide simple lessons for children which help them
learn foundational truths about God and how they can relate to him. Children are taught
about the great and wonderful God who made and loves them. They are introduced to
the Bible as God’s book, and Jesus as God’s son.

System Requirements
For use with Adobe® Reader® 5.1 or higher (Reader® 7.0.5 included).
Adobe® Acrobat® Reader® 5.1 requires:

Adobe, Reader, Acrobat are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the
United States and/or other countries. © Matthias Media (St Matthias Press Ltd.) 2005. All rights reserved. All
material on this CD-ROM is protected by copyright and may not be used for any other purpose without the
express written permission of the publisher. For more information see the file ‘Copyright.pdf’ on this CD-ROM.

Windows
Pentium-class processor; Microsoft Windows 98
Second Edition, Windows Millennium Edition,
Windows 2000, Windows XP; 64MB of RAM; 30MB of
available hard disk space (an additional 60MB is
needed temporarily during installation); web browser.

Macintosh
PowerPC processor; Mac OS 9.1 or higher, Mac OS X
v.10.1.3 or higher; 64MB of RAM; 30MB of available
hard disk space (an additional 60MB is needed
temporarily during installation); web browser.
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3. Zacchaeus Luke 19:1-10 
4. Mary and Martha Luke 10:38-42 
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1. The birth of Jesus Matthew 1:18-23, Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-7 
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Unit 9: Lesson 1 

The disciples were special friends 
 

Bible reference… Luke 5:1-11 
 

Lesson aim… To tell the children about how the fishermen became disciples, 
Jesus’ special friends. 

 

Main message... The fishermen became Jesus’ special friends, called disciples. 
 

Story preparation… Print pages 7-10 and colour to use as picture cards when telling 
the story.  

 

Introduction… 
Explain what fishermen are and how they fish from boats, and also what a lake is. The 
explanation that is most appropriate will depend on where the children live and what they 
are familiar with. Many children will know about people fishing with a fishing rod, and 
standing on the edge of the water/beach/rocks/shore. You will need to help them have 
an idea about fishing from a boat and using a net (the fish swim into the net and then the 
fishermen pull the net into the boat and get the fish out of the net). You also need to use 
the word ‘catch’ and help them understand what it means to catch fish. Also a ‘lake’ may 
be unfamiliar to some children. Talk about in terms of a body of water that is familiar to 
them (the sea/ocean/river/creek/dam etc). 
 
“Today we’re going to hear about how some fishermen became special friends of Jesus, 
called ‘disciples’. Let’s hear how they became Jesus’ special friends.” 

Story… 
“We’re going to hear a story today that is from God’s book, the Bible, in a part called 
Luke. It’s a true story that really happened a long time ago. 
 
“One day Jesus was standing near a lake telling lots of people about God. [page 7] He saw 
two fishing boats pulled up on the beach. They belonged to the fishermen who were 
washing their nets. Jesus got into Simon’s boat and asked him to push the boat out. They 
went a little way out into the water. Jesus sat in the boat and talked to all the people about 
God.  
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“When Jesus finished talking, he said to Simon, ‘Put the boat out into deep water and let 
down the fishing nets for a catch’. [page 8] Simon said, ‘Master, we’ve worked hard all 
night and haven’t caught any fish. But because you say so I will let down the nets.’ 
 

[page 9] “When they put down the fishing nets, they caught so many fish that their nets 
were about to break. So they asked the fishermen in the other boat to come and help. 
Then both boats were very full of fish.  
 

[page 8] “Simon and the other fishermen were surprised that they had caught so many 
fish. Simon knew that Jesus had made them catch so many fish. He knew that Jesus was 
very important, and he showed this by getting down on his knees in front of Jesus. Jesus 
said, ‘don’t be afraid’. Jesus told Simon that he wouldn’t be catching fish anymore. He 
wouldn’t be working with fish, he would be working with people.  
 
[page 10] “When the fishermen pulled their boats onto the land, they left all their things 
to follow and be with Jesus. They were going to be Jesus’ special helpers, called disciples.” 

Conclusion… 
“In today’s story we heard about Jesus making friends with Simon and some other 
fishermen. Jesus was able to make lots and lots of fish go into the fishermen’s nets. 
Jesus could do that because he was God’s son. Simon saw that Jesus was very important. 
Simon and his friends did what Jesus wanted them to—they obeyed him. They weren’t 
going to be fishermen anymore, they were going to be with Jesus and do what Jesus 
wanted them to do. They were going to be Jesus’ special friends, called disciples.” 

Pray… 
“Dear God, thank you for Jesus’ special friends, the disciples. Amen.” 

Activity suggestion… 
1. Picture page 
Before the lesson, print page 11 for each child. 
Cut or tear small squares of coloured paper for 
the sail (and place in a container) and blue tissue 
paper for the water (and place in a container). In 
the lesson, the children draw the fishermen in 
the boat. Then they fill in the sail by pasting on 
small pieces of coloured paper. Small pieces of 
blue tissue paper can then be pasted on for the 
water. Alternatively, page 11 could simply be 
coloured in. 
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2. Fishing boat 
Before the lesson, cut a paper plate or cardboard circle in half (to make two semi-circles). 
Staple the outer rims together leaving the flat edge open (see illustration) and cover the 
ends of the staples with tape for safety. This is a fishing boat. There are two ways of 
completing the boat: 
 
(i) No Sail—Print page 6 and cut out a caption and about three fishermen outlines for 
each child (have extras in case some get ripped). Paste the caption on one side of the boat 
before the lesson.  
 
(ii) With Sail—Print page 6 and cut out about three fishermen outlines for each child 
(have extras in case some get ripped). Print page 13 and cut out one sail per child. In the 
lesson, the children paste coloured paper pieces (or paper strips to make stripes) on the 
sail (on the side without the caption). The teacher needs to tape a straw to the sail and 
tape this onto the inside of the boat. 
 
In the lesson, the children add colour to their three fishermen (carefully so they don’t 
rip) and then they decorate the boat, either with stickers or colouring. Once completed, 
the teacher needs to tape or glue the three fishermen in the boat. If you want to be a 
little more adventurous, you could staple a net onto the boat (the net is either paper with 
fish pasted on or orange net from bags of oranges). 
 

3. Punnet boat 
You will need a punnet (or similar) and a drinking straw for each child. Before the lesson, 
print page 12 and cut out two puppet rectangles per child and print page 13 and cut out 
one sail per child. There are a few options for this activity in the lesson: 
• The children colour their two puppets. 
• The children paste coloured paper pieces on the sail (on the side without the caption) 
• The children decorate the outside of the punnet with stickers (could use computer 
labels they have drawn/scribbled on). 
• A fishing net (the net is either paper with fish pasted/drawn on or orange net from bags 
of oranges) can be taped to one side of the boat.  
 
The teacher needs to tape a straw to the sail and tape this to one inside corner of the 
punnet. The teacher tapes the ends of each puppet together to make cylinders to stand in 
the boat. 
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Caption for activity #2 and #3: 
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The fishermen became Jesus’ special friends called ‘disciples’. 
 

Luke 5 verses 1-11 
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The fishermen became Jesus’ 
special friends, called ‘disciples’. 

Luke 5 verses 1-11 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



UNIT 9:  JESUS’  FRIENDS                  LESSON 2:  JESUS WANTED CHILDREN TO BE FRIENDS 14 

Unit 9: Lesson 2 

Jesus wanted children to be his friends 
 

Bible reference… Luke 18:15-17  

Mark 10:13-16 
 

Lesson aim… To tell the children that Jesus wanted children to be his friends. 
 

Main message... Jesus wanted children to be his friends. 
 

Story preparation… Print page 17 and 18, cut out pictures and colour them. Then tape 
a thin cardboard strip to the back of each picture to hold up the 
pictures as you tell the story. 

 

Introduction… 
“Last week we heard about Jesus’ special friends. One was a man called … ? [see if the 
children can answer ‘Simon’] Well Jesus was friends with big people and he was also friends 
with little people—children. Let’s hear about that.” 

Story… 
“We’re going to hear a story today that is from God’s book, the Bible, in a place called 
Luke. It’s a true story that really happened a long time ago.  
 
[Hold up picture of children] “People were bringing little children to Jesus. They wanted 
Jesus to touch their children. [hold up picture of disciples] But Jesus’ special friends, the 
disciples, were trying to stop the children coming to Jesus. When Jesus saw the disciples 
trying to stop the children, he was angry. 
 

[Hold up picture of children] “Jesus said that he wanted the little children to come to him 
and he didn’t want people to stop them. Jesus talked about how he wanted the children to 
come to him. Children were important to Jesus. 
 

“Jesus held the children, put his hands on each of them and blessed them (that means 
he asked God to be kind to them). He wanted the children to be his friends too.  
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Conclusion… 
“We can thank God that Jesus wanted children [hold up picture of children] to be his 
friends and that he was happy for them to come to him. Jesus was friends with grown-ups 
[hold up picture of disciples]. Jesus also was friends with children [hold up picture of 
children].” 

Pray… 
“Dear God, thank you that Jesus wanted children to be his friends. Thank you that you 
love children. Amen.” 

Activity suggestions… 
1. Children picture 
Before the lesson, print page 19 for each child. In the lesson, the children colour the 
clothes and draw a head and face, arms and legs for each figure.  
 
2. Children wall hanging 
Before the lesson, print page 20 for each child or print page 16 and cut out a caption to 
paste onto cardboard (with two holes punched in the top) for each child. Alternatively you 
could paste the caption on after the activity has been completed. Print page 21 (could be 
onto coloured paper) for each child. Cut out each circle and place them in an envelope for 
each child.  
There are two options for colouring the page (either page 20 or a piece of cardboard). The 
children can scribble all over the page with different colours (except over the caption), or 
the children can paste pieces of coloured paper on the page. Decide on one method and 
prepare accordingly. Once their page is coloured, the children paste the circle faces (from 
their envelope) on their page/cardboard.  
If the children have cardboard, thread string through the holes so that it can be hung. 
 
3. Puppets 
Print page 22 so that each child can have one picture of boys and one of girls, and cut out 
along dotted lines. Paste a caption from page 16 on the back (at the top) of each. In the 
lesson, the children ‘colour’ the boys and girls. They could also paste on small pieces of 
green or brown paper as the ground that the children are standing on. Once completed, 
the teacher attaches a straw (below the caption) to the back of each. Then they can be 
held.  
 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



16 

Caption for activity #2: 
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 Jesus wanted children  
to be his friends. Luke 18 verses 15-17 
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Unit 9: Lesson 3 

Zacchaeus 
 

Bible reference… Luke 19:1-10 
 

Lesson aim… To tell the children about Jesus wanting Zacchaeus to be his 
friend and how Zacchaeus, who was mean, changed when he 
became Jesus’ friend. 

 

Main message... Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to be his friend and Zacchaeus changed 
when he became Jesus’ friend. 

 

Story preparation… Here are two ideas for telling the story: 

 (i) print and brightly colour the pictures on pages 26-29 to use as 
picture cards when telling the story.  

 (ii) you can make a cardboard roll puppet for Zacchaeus. Print 
page 32 and cut out the arms, the head and the money bag (you 
may want more than one). You will need a piece of white paper 
the length of the cardboard roll—draw stripes or some other 
pattern on this and the arm piece. Wrap the paper around the 
cardboard roll (secure with tape) and tape on the arms at the back 
of the puppet so that the arms come around to the front. Tape on 
the head. The money bag/s can be attached to the puppet with 
blu-tack and removed at the appropriate time in the story. 

 

Introduction… 
Show two dolls or puppets: “This is Liz and this is Loz. They are friends. I know they are 
friends because they like playing together and… Oh, Liz wants to tell me something. [Put 
Liz to your ear for her to ‘whisper’ something] Liz said that she wants to play with the blocks 
because she knows that Loz likes playing with blocks. Now Loz wants to tell me 
something. [Put Loz to your ear to ‘whisper’] Loz said that Liz is a good friend because they 
like being together and playing together. Do you have friends like that? Do you have 
friends you like to be with?” 

 

“We’re going to hear a story about a man becoming Jesus’ friend. The man is called 
Zacchaeus. That’s a tricky name to say, isn’t it! Before Zacchaeus was Jesus’ friend he was 
a mean man. People didn’t like Zacchaeus because of the things that he did. Let’s see 
what happened after he became friends with Jesus.” 
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Story… 
[show page 26] “Today’s true story is from God’s book, the Bible. Jesus went to a place 
called Jericho. A man called Zaccheus was there. Zacchaeus had lots of money and lots of 
things.  
 

[show page 27] “Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but because he was short he couldn’t see 
over all the people. So Zacchaeus ran to a tree and climbed it so that he could see Jesus. 
 

[show page 28] “When Jesus came to the tree, he looked up and told Zacchaeus to come 
down because he was going to go to his house. Zacchaeus came down at once. Zacchaeus 
was very glad to meet Jesus.  
 

“People were thinking, ‘Why is Jesus going to Zacchaeus’ house?’ They knew that 
Zaachaeus was a mean man. But when Zacchaeus became Jesus’ friend, he changed. 
[show page 29] He wasn’t a mean man anymore. Zacchaeus stood up and said to Jesus that 
he wanted to give half of all his things to poor people. And he wanted to give back money 
if he had taken it from anyone—he wanted to give them back much more money than he 
had taken! 
 
“Jesus was glad that Zacchaeus was now one of Jesus’ friends.”  

Conclusion… 
“How wonderful that Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to be his friend. Remember, people didn’t 
like Zacchaeus, but Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to be his friend. And when Zacchaeus 
became Jesus’ friend, he changed. Zacchaeus wanted to be friends with Jesus and please 
him. He was happy that Jesus wanted him to be his friend. And Jesus was glad that 
Zacchaeus was now one of his friends.” 

Pray… 
“Dear Jesus, thank you that you wanted Zacchaeus to be your friend. Thank you that 
Zacchaeus changed when he became your friend. Please help us to be your friends too. 
Amen.” 

Activity suggestions… 
1. Zacchaeus in the tree  
Print pages 30 (one per child) and page 31 (one per 3 children). For each child, cut out one 
Zacchaeus on page 31. In the lesson, the children colour in Zacchaeus (might be a bit 
tricky because he is small), and paste green and brown paper on the tree (or colour the 
tree). Once completed, the teacher glues Zacchaeus so that Zacchaeus can sit in the tree 
(the glue will stick to the white paper in the top recess of the tree). 
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2. Cardboard puppet 
In the lesson the children each make a cardboard puppet of Zacchaeus similar to the one 
suggested in the story preparation. Before the lesson, print page 31 and cut out 
Zacchaeus’ arms and face for each child. In the lesson, each child will need a cardboard 
roll. Firstly, they paste on pieces of fabric or wrapping paper for clothes (can be like 
‘mosaic’ clothes) on the cardboard roll. Then they colour the arms or paste on small 
pieces of wrapping paper. The teacher attaches the arms and the face to the cardboard 
puppet and pastes the caption on page 25 (below) on the back. 
 
Alternatively, the children can be given a piece of white paper the length of the cardboard 
roll to draw a pattern on this and the arm piece. The teacher will then need to wrap the 
paper around the cardboard roll and secure with tape before attaching the arm piece. 
 
3. Picture pages 
Before the lesson, print pages 32-33 for each child. Decide before the lesson, how you 
want the children to complete each page. In the lesson, the children could colour the 
pages with crayons or they could do pasting (eg. brown paper for tree trunk and green 
paper for leaves on page 32, and brown paper for path and green paper for grass on page 
33.  
 
Caption for activity #2: 
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Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to be his friend and 
Zacchaeus changed when he became Jesus’ friend. 

Luke 19 verses 1-10 
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Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but because he was short, 
he couldn’t see over all the people. So Zacchaeus ran to a 

tree and climbed it so that he could see Jesus. 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



33 

Luke 19 verses 1-10 

Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to be his friend and  
Zacchaeus changed when he became Jesus’ friend. 
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Unit 9: Lesson 4 

Mary and Martha 
 

Bible reference… Luke 10:38-42 
 

Lesson aim… To tell the children about Mary and Martha and how Jesus was 
pleased that Mary listened to him. 

 

Main message... Jesus was pleased that Mary listened to him. 
 

Story preparation… You will need two different scarves or shawls, one for Mary and 
one for Martha. In the Story, when you are telling about Mary 
you wear one scarf/shawl and when you are telling about Martha, 
you wear the other. 

 

Introduction…  
Play a listening game where the children need to listen to you and do what you say and 
not what you are doing (emphasise that they need to listen carefully), eg. tell the children 
to clap their hands while you are nodding your head; tell the children to put their hands 
on their tummy while you put your hands behind your back; tell the children to wave 
their hands in the air while yours are in your lap etc. “Today we’re going to hear a story 
about Jesus’ friends listening.” 

Story… 
“Jesus had some friends who were sisters. Their names were Mary and Martha. Jesus 
went to their home. Mary [put on one scarf and sit still] sat down and listened to what Jesus 
said. But Martha [change scarves and fuss about with hands] was busy doing lots of things 
around the house, getting things ready for Jesus. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, don’t you 
care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her to come and help 
me!’. 
 

“But Jesus answered her saying that Martha was worried and upset about many things 
but there was one thing that was more important. Mary [change to Mary’s scarf and sit still] 
was doing what was more important—she was listening to Jesus. It was very important 
for Jesus’ friends to listen to him.” 
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Conclusion… 
“Jesus thinks it’s very important for his friends to listen to him. Jesus was pleased that 
Mary was listening to him. Jesus wanted Martha to listen to him too. 
 
“The Bible tells us about Jesus and tells us what Jesus says to his friends. So we need to 
listen when people read the Bible to us. Listening to the Bible is how we hear what Jesus 
says to his friends.” 

Pray… 
“Dear God, thank you that Mary listened to Jesus. Please help us to listen to the Bible so 
that we can hear what Jesus says to his friends. Amen.” 

Activity suggestions… 
1. Mary and Martha picture 
Before the lesson, print page 37 for each child. In the lesson, first show the children the 
page and read the caption, pointing to Mary and Martha. Then the children colour the 
picture. 
 
2. Picture of Mary 
Before the lesson, print page 38 for each child. In the lesson, read the caption and explain 
that the children will each be drawing a picture of Mary sitting and listening. The children 
draw their pictures (which may bear little resemblance to the intended picture but the 
caption will explain the meaning). 
 
3. Polystyrene puppets 
For the lesson you will need two polystyrene cups for each child, scrap paper and/or 
fabric, cotton wool or wool, and segments of doilies (if possible). You will need to make 
sure that your glue will adhere to a polystyrene cup. You will also need to print page 36 
and cut out one of each face (there are two faces, one on each row) for each child, and cut 
out the two different captions for each child. In the lesson, the children decorate their 
two polystyrene cups, one as Mary and one as Martha. They can paste on paper and/or 
fabric scraps, wrap around a doily shawl, paste on cotton wool or wool hair etc. The teacher 
pastes a face on each puppet and pastes the caption on the back of each puppet. 
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Captions for activity #3: 
 
Caption for Mary Caption for Martha 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus was pleased that Mary 
listened to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 

Jesus wanted Martha  
to listen to him. 
Luke 10, verses 38-42 
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 Jesus was pleased that Mary listened to him. 

Luke 10 verses 38-42 
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Unit 9: Lesson 5 

We can be Jesus’ friends 
 

Bible reference… Luke 5:1-11, 10:38-42, 18:15-17, 19:1-10 
 

Lesson aim… To revise the lessons in this unit and tell the children that they 
can be Jesus’ friends. 

 

Main message... We can be Jesus’ friends. 
 

Story preparation… Print and brightly colour pages 42-46. Tape each picture end to 
end to make a concertina book to use as you tell the story. 

 

Introduction… 
“We’ve been hearing about lots of friends of Jesus at Sunday School. Can you remember 
some of the people who were friends of Jesus?” [Give the children some clues like, “Were 
there any men? Were there any ladies? Can you remember their names?”] 

Story… 
[show page 42] “We’ve learnt that Jesus had lots of friends. This says ‘Jesus friends’. Let’s 
see who some of Jesus’ friends are. 
[show page 43] “Jesus had some special friends who helped him tell people about God. 
Can you remember what they were called? That’s right, the disciples. 
 

“Many men and women were friends of Jesus and he helped them. 
[show page 44] “Remember we heard that a man called Zacchaeus became Jesus’ friend. 
Jesus wanted Zacchaeus to be his friend and Zacchaeus changed when he became Jesus’ 
friend. 
[show page 45] “And two sisters called Mary and Martha were Jesus’ friends. Jesus was 
pleased that Mary listened to him. Jesus thinks it’s very important for his friends to listen 
to him. 
[show page 46] “Jesus friends weren’t just grown-ups. Children were his friends too, and 
he loved them. 
 

“Jesus loved his friends, he talked to his friends, he listened to his friends and he helped 
them. And people changed when they were Jesus’ friends” 
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Conclusion… 
“We can’t see Jesus now because he lives in heaven with God, but we can be Jesus’ friend 
too. Jesus loves all of us. He wants to help us and we can talk to him. We can thank Jesus 
that we can be his friend.” 

Pray… 
“Dear Jesus, thank you that we can be your friends. Thank you that you want to help us 
and you want us to talk to you. Please help us to be your friends. Amen.” 

Activity suggestions… 
1. Booklet 
Print pages 42-47 for each child, staple the pages together to make a book and cover the 
ends of the staples with tape for safety. (If you want to reduce the number of pages you 
need to print, you can use Adobe Acrobat to print two pages on an A4 piece of paper, so 
reducing your booklet to A5 instead of A4.) In the lesson, the children colour the pictures 
(and draw backgrounds) and draw a picture of themselves on page 47 (the teacher writes 
in the child’s name).  
 
2. Paper bag puppets 
For the lesson, each child will need a paper bag with the caption on page 41 pasted on the 
back (with the paper bag opening at the lower edge). You will also need some shapes like 
circles and semi-circles (as mentioned below) cut from coloured paper. In the lesson, the 
children make a face puppet by pasting on blue circle eyes, semi-circle ears, a triangle 
nose, a red semi-circle mouth and black, dark brown or yellow scraps of paper for hair. 
Give each child a paper bag with the caption side down and the opening at the lower edge. 
Then the children paste on the same pieces at the same time (if possible) so that the 
faces resemble faces. Leave the hair until last. 
 
3. Making crowns 
Cut a piece of cardboard (which will go around a child’s head as a crown) for each child. 
Paste the caption on page 41 on each. Children decorate their crowns with stickers and/or 
by pasting on collage materials (cellophane and coloured paper shapes, tinsel, foil, doily 
segments, patty cases, foam shapes etc.). Once completed, staple the ends together to 
make a crown. Cover the staples with tape for safety. 
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Caption for activity #2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caption for activity #3 

 

 

We can be 
Jesus’ friends. 

 

We can be 
Jesus’ friends. 

 

 

We can be Jesus’ friends. 

 

We can be 
Jesus’ friends. 

 

 

We can be 
Jesus’ friends. 

 

 

We can be Jesus’ friends. 
 

We can be Jesus’ friends. 
 

We can be Jesus’ friends. 
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Unit 10: Lesson 1 

Loving our family 
 

Bible reference… John 13:34-35 
Ephesians 6:1-3 

 

Lesson aim… To talk about how one way of showing that we are Jesus’ friends is 
to love our families, ie. to be kind, helpful and obedient. 

 

Main message... Jesus wants us to love our families—by being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our mums and dads. 

 

Story preparation… Print pages 51 and 52 (and preferably enlarge them to A3) and 
brightly colour. Cut out the pictures on page 52. Attach blu-tack 
to the back of the boy and other pictures on page 52. Attach the 
toys and clothes to the floor and bed of the bedroom to begin 
with. 

 

Introduction… 
“We’ve been hearing about some of Jesus’ friends and that we can be friends of Jesus too. 
Jesus talked to people about being friends with him and what he said is written in the 
Bible [hold up class Bible]. We can look in the Bible to find out what Jesus wants his 
friends to do. Let’s find out.” 

Story… 
“Jesus says that he wants us to love God. Loving God means obeying God, doing what he 
wants us to. Here in the Bible [have Bible open at John 13:34-35] Jesus says ‘love one 
another’. That means—love each other. So what Jesus wants us to do is to love each 
other—that means he wants us to love our families and our friends. Today we’re going to 
talk about loving our families. 
 

“How do we love our families? Does it mean that we just give everyone hugs? No, it 
means that we should be loving—be kind and helpful. We can love our brothers and 
sisters by being kind to them and we can love our families by being helpers at home. 
 

“We love our mums and dads in another way too. Jesus wants us to obey them—that 
means to do what they tell us to. [Show the children the bedroom picture and the child—
move the items as you speak]. 
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“So if mum or dad say ‘Pick up your toys’ we should pick up our toys [hold the boy with one 
hand, pick up the toys on the floor with your other hand and blu-tack them onto the shelves]. 
 

“If mum or dad say ‘Put your clothes away’ we should put our clothes away  [hold the boy 
with one hand, pick up the clothes on the bed/floor with your other hand and blu-tack them 
onto the cupboard]. 
 

“If mum or dad say ‘It’s time to go to bed’ then we should go to bed, and not sit on the 
floor and cry.” [move the boy over to his bed and stick him in bed] 

Conclusion… 
“Jesus says that he wants his friends to love God. Loving God means obeying God, doing 
what he wants us to. In the Bible, Jesus says ‘love one another’, which means to love each 
other. So what God wants us to do is to love each other. [Show page 53] We can show that 
we are Jesus’ friends by loving our families—by helping and being kind and by obeying 
our mums and dads.” 

Pray… 
“Dear God, please help us to love our families. Please help us to be kind and helpful at 
home and to obey our mums and dads. Amen.” 

Action Rhyme… 
Jesus wants his friends  Point up and then around to other children 
to love their families. Both hands on chest  
To be kind  Pretend to give something to someone 
and helpful Pretend to pick things up 
and obey. Nod head 

Activity suggestions… 
1. Bedroom picture 
Before the lesson, print pages 51 (for each child ) and page 52 (one per four children), and 
cut out the items on page 52 and place one set in an envelope for each child. In the 
lesson, place page 51 in front of each child for them to colour. Then give each child the 
contents of their envelope for them to paste the items onto page 51. The teacher will 
need to apply the glue and help with the placement of the items on the shelves and 
hangers. 
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2. Picture page 
Before the lesson, print pages 53 and 54 for each child. In the lesson, first show the 
children each page, read the captions and explain the activity. Give each child page 54 to 
draw a picture of their family. Then give each child page 53 to colour. Once completed, 
the children could turn page 53 over and draw a picture showing them ‘being kind or 
helping or obeying’. Talk about what they can draw. After they have drawn their pictures 
(and only if it’s manageable for you) write a caption on each child’s page to explain what 
they have drawn. 
 
3. Playdough family 
Each child will need a ball of playdough and a polystyrene vegetable tray with the caption 
on page 50 (below) pasted on it [please note that there are two captions below for you to choose 
the most suitable for your class: for most pre-schoolers, I would say ‘mums and ‘dads’, but if 
there are single parent families in your class, using the word ‘parents’ might be preferable]. In 
the lesson, the children make their family or a family with the playdough. It would be 
ideal if the teacher could break up each child’s ball of playdough into smaller balls for the 
children to make each family member from one smaller ball (so they have enough 
playdough left for the whole family). Once completed, the children place their family on 
the polystyrene tray with the caption attached. The end product might not look like a 
family to you, but it will in the eyes of the child who made it. 
 
Captions for activity #3—choose the most suitable caption for your class: 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus wants us to 
love our families—by 
being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our 
mums and dads. 

Jesus wants us to 
love our families—by 
being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our 

parents. 
 

Jesus wants us to 
love our families—by 
being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our 
mums and dads. 

 

Jesus wants us to 
love our families—by 
being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our 

parents. 
 

Jesus wants us to 
love our families—by 
being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our 
mums and dads. 

 

Jesus wants us to 
love our families—by 
being kind and helpful 
and by obeying our 

parents. 
 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



51 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



52 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



53 

I 
ca

n 
lo
ve

 m
y 

fa
m

ily
 

by
…

 

he
lp

in
g 

be
in
g 

ki
nd

 
ob

ey
in
g 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



54 

Dear God, please help me to love my family… 
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Unit 10: Lesson 2 

Loving our friends 
 

Bible reference… John 13:34-35 
Ephesians 4:32 

 

Lesson aim… To tell the children that Jesus wants us to be kind to our friends, 
and to explain what that means. 

 

Main message... Jesus wants us to be kind to our friends. 
 

Story preparation… You will need two soft toys, some blocks and some small pictures 
for the Introduction. Print and brightly colour page 59 to use 
when telling the story (you might want to enlarge it). 

 

Introduction… 
You will need two soft toys: one called Milly and one called Polly. Alternatively, if you have 
two teachers, you could do a skit similar to the puppet play below. You will need a small 
tower of blocks to your right and some small pictures scattered over the floor to your left. 
 

“Here is Milly and and here is Polly. Everyone say hello to them. Milly and Polly are good 
friends. They like to play together.  
 

“Milly [position Milly behind the block tower] is trying to build a tower with some blocks but 
she can’t do it. Polly comes to help Milly. Polly is being kind. 
 

“Now Polly is crying [position Polly near the scattered pictures] because she dropped all her 
special pictures and they are all over the floor. Milly comes to help Polly. Milly is picking 
up Polly’s pictures. Milly is being kind. 
 

“We’re going to hear about being friends today…” 
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Story… 
“Last week we heard that we can show we are Jesus’ friends by loving the people we know. 
We can love our mums and dads by obeying them, which means doing what they want us 
to. We can be helpers in our families and we can be kind to them.  
 

“Jesus wants us to love our friends too, by being kind to them. In God’s book, the Bible 
God says [open class Bible to Ephesians 4:32 and just read ‘be kind’], ‘be kind’. 
 
“Being kind means: 
 to be nice—not mean or nasty 
 to share our toys 
 to take turns 
 and to say sorry if we do something which wasn’t kind. 
 

“Jesus wants us to be kind to each other. Let’s see some kind things that we can do.” 
[Show page 59—point to the children in the picture and talk about the kind things they are 
doing. You could then ask the children to think of ways that we can be kind to each other]—
“What are some kind things that we can do?” Try to help the children see what it means to 
be kind to each other at their level, in their lives. 
  
“It’s not easy being kind—sometimes we will do unkind things and then we need to say 
‘sorry’. Because it’s not easy being kind, we can pray for God to help us be kind to our 
friends. God wants to help us because God wants us to love our friends and our family by 
being kind.” 
 

Conclusion… 
Jesus wants us to be kind to our friends. 

Pray… 
“Dear God, please help us to be kind to our friends. Please help us to share, to take turns 
and to say sorry if we are unkind. Amen.” 

Action Rhyme… 
Jesus wants his friends  Point up and then around to other children 
to love their families. Both hands on chest 
To be kind  Pretend to give something to someone 
and helpful Pretend to pick things up 
and obey. Nod head 
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Activity suggestions… 
1. ‘Being kind’ pictures 
Before the lesson, print page 59. In the lesson, the children draw a ‘being kind’ picture 
on the back of page 59 or on a separate page (they might need to explain their picture and 
you could briefly write what their picture is about). Then the children colour the picture 
on the front of the page. Alternatively, the children can paste small pieces of green paper 
below the pictures of the children so that they are standing on ‘grass’. 
 
2. Sharing toy activity 
This is a ‘creative’ activity and might be too difficult for some classes—it involves the 
children making their own ‘toy’. Before the lesson, you will need to collect a number of 
‘junk’ items like cardboard rolls, small cardboard boxes, egg cartons, packaging material, 
punnets, polystyrene cups and trays etc. You will also need masking tape and/or cellotape, 
string and paste. In the lesson, first explain to the children what they will be doing and 
read the caption. The children ‘make’ their own toy—it can be as unique as they wish. 
Young children generally enjoy doing such a ‘free-form’ craft activity. Once the children 
have completed their ‘toy’ then you paste the caption from page ~ on to it to remind 
them about sharing! 
 
3. Booklet 
Before the lesson, print page 60 for each child and fold horizontally and then vertically to 
make a booklet with ‘Being kind means…’ as the front page. As the pictures are quite 
small, you might prefer for the children to take it home uncoloured. Otherwise the 
children could colour a background around each picture. 
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Caption for activity #2: 
 
 
 
Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 

Jesus wants us to be kind to 
our friends and share our toys. 

Ephesians 4 verse 32 
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Unit 11: Lesson 1 

The birth of Jesus 
 

Bible reference… Matthew 1:18-23 
Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-7 

 

Lesson aim… To tell the children about Jesus’ birth and that he was a special 
baby—God’s son. 

 

Main message... Jesus, God’s son, is born. 
 

Story preparation… Print pages 67 and 68 to use in the Introduction. For the Story, 
make a 3-D visual aid following the guidelines on page 65. 

 

Introduction… 
“Do you know what this is a picture of? [show page 67]. It’s a hospital and lots of babies are 
born in hospitals where it is clean and there are doctors and nurses to look after the 
mother and the baby. 
 

“We’re going to hear about a very special baby being born—God’s son, Jesus. But Jesus 
wasn’t born in a nice, clean hospital or even in a nice, clean house or even in a nice, clean 
room! Jesus was born in a dirty shed† where animals live like this one [show page 68]. It 
wouldn’t have been a very nice place for a baby to be born and there weren’t any doctors 
or nurses to look after them.  
 
†
 Note for teacher: Traditionally it has been assumed that Jesus was born in a stable. However, it is also 

possible that he was born in a house of poverty, where animals and humans lived under the same roof. 
Either way, to describe it as a ‘shed’ will give the children an appropriate idea of what it was like. 

 
Talk about what a ‘son’ is. Mention the fact that a ‘son’ is a boy and that when a son is born he 
is a baby and then he grows up into a boy and then a grown-up man. 
 
“Today we’re going to hear about a very special son—the most special son—God’ son. 
This is a true story—it really happened a long, long time ago. Let’s hear about Jesus being 
born…” 
 
“Before I tell you today’s story, I need to tell you something. In today’s story there are 
angels. God uses angels to tell people things. God used angels to tell Mary and Joseph 
about God’s son, Jesus. 
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Story… 
Position the ‘shed’ to one side of the floor/table. Begin the story with Mary and Joseph on the 
opposite side to the stable and then moving towards it. 
 

[show Mary and Joseph] “There was a lady called Mary and a man called Joseph. They had to 
go a long way from their home to a place called Bethlehem. 
 

“Mary was going to have a baby. It was going to be a special baby because an angel told 
Mary that she would have a boy called Jesus who would be God’s son. An angel also spoke 
to Joseph about Jesus. He would be a very special baby!  
 

[move Mary and Joseph across] “While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the time came 
for the baby to be born. Mary and Joseph wanted to stay at a big house called an inn, but 
because there were so many people, there was no room for Mary and Joseph to stay 
inside. They had to go to a shed where animals lived [move Mary and Joseph into the ‘shed’]. 
When baby Jesus was born, Mary wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
which is a food box for animals. That was all there was for Mary to put Jesus in.” 

Conclusion… 
“So there in the shed the very special baby Jesus was born. Jesus was Mary’s special baby. 
And he was God’s special baby—he was God’s son.” 

Pray... 
“Dear God, thank you for baby Jesus. Thank you that Jesus is your son. Amen” 

Action Rhyme—part 1… 
We will be learning an action rhyme over the next few weeks. It will grow each week. 
 
God’s son, Jesus,  Point up once and again 
was born in a shed. Cradle arms like a baby, then hands above head forming a ‘roof’
  

Activity suggestions… 
1. ‘Stained Glass window’ 
This is a special activity for an end of year treat. However, this activity requires teacher 
direction and would be unsuitable for a large class, or very young class, without sufficient 
teacher help. There’s also a fair amount of preparation, but the end result can be great. 
You’ve been warned, now if you’re brave go ahead! 
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First you will need to purchase contact paper and coloured cellophane (at least three 
colours) which you cut roughly into shapes like squares, triangles and diamonds. Print 
page 64 and cut out a caption for each child. You will also need to find some strong 
cardboard. Before the lesson, cut the cardboard to make a rectangular frame, cutting out 
the inner rectangle (use the frame on page 66 as a guide). Before taking the backing off 
the contact paper, cut the contact paper into pieces the same size as the frame. You will 
need two pieces per frame. If it’s a bit too big it doesn’t matter as it can be trimmed later. 
Next comes the tricky bit. Lay the contact paper down with the backing facing up. Gently 
peel the backing off the contact (if the contact starts to roll up you might need to place a 
weight on two or more corners). Then carefully place the frame onto the contact by 
aligning the top of the frame with the top of the contact and gently pressing the frame 
onto the contact. Next, replace the backing. Turn the frame over and smooth out the 
contact paper. Turn it over again, partly peel off the backing paper and position the caption 
in the middle of the contact with the writing facing downwards towards the sticky side and 
the back of the caption facing up towards the backing paper. Repeat until you have a 
frame for each child. Once you have completed a frame for each child, breath deeply and 
relax! 
 
In the lesson, show the children what they will be doing before they begin. Then place 
each child’s frame in front of them with the backing side up. The teacher gently peels 
this off, leaving the caption in place. The children carefully place cellophane shapes onto 
the sticky contact being careful to keep their fingers on the cellophane until it sticks and 
not stick their fingers onto the contact! When the children have covered all the sticky 
contact paper with cellophane (it can overlap), the teacher carefully peels off and places 
the second piece of contact paper on top, with the sticky side towards the other contact 
and the smooth side up. Now the child has made a colourful window. Well done! 
 
2. Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
Print page 69 for each child. Before the lesson, cut off the lower section and cut out baby 
Jesus. In the lesson, give each child page 69 for them to colour in. Then you could give 
them strips of dark brown paper to paste on the outside of the manger and torn strips of 
light brown paper to paste on as straw on the floor. Once completed, the teacher places a 
piece of blu-tack on the back of the baby, and places him in the manger.  
 
3. Picture to colour 
Print page 68 for the children to colour. 
 
4. Christmas card 
Print page 70 for each child and fold horizontally and then vertically. In the lesson, the 
children colour in the picture and they could draw another picture inside. Alternatively, 
you could use this card to print for each child and post it to them at Christmas with a 
personal greeting. 
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Caption for activity #1 and #3: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caption for activity #2 
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Instructions for visual aid for story: 
 
A cardboard box for the ‘shed’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figures can be made from polystyrene cups and ‘hump’ sections of an egg carton. Tape 
the egg carton piece onto the cup. Draw on a face and add some clothes by wrapping 
paper or fabric around cup and securing with tape. A piece of string or wool can be added 
as a belt. Alternatively, Mary and Joseph can be made only using a polystyrene cup. Make 
‘Jesus’ by folding a paper towel or a few tissues into a tight ball and taping it. Use an egg 
carton hump as a manger and put wool inside it as straw. 
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Example of frame for activity #3: 

cut out 
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Jesus, God’s son, is born . 
 
 
 
cut off this section 
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Unit 11: Lesson 2 

The shepherds visit Jesus 
 

Bible reference… Luke 2:8-20 
 

Lesson aim… To teach the children that Jesus being born is very good news 
because he is God’s son. 

 

Main message... Good news—God’s son, Jesus, is born! 
 

Story preparation… For the story I’m suggesting a rather unusual visual aid. First you 
need to cut a tissue into four rectangles. Next, put one of the 
tissue rectangles over the top of one finger (as a shepherd’s robe 
over his head) and attach with cellotape. Repeat for all fingers on 
one hand, with the faces being on the palm side of your hand. If 
you want to, you could add a face for each with felt pen.  
If the robe bit sounds too complicated, simply draw a face on each 
finger. When telling the story, move your hand as indicated. 

 

Introduction… 
Talk about what shepherds did in the days of Jesus—where they lived, why they were 
outside in the fields with the sheep, etc. You could show a picture from an illustrated 
Children’s Bible or Storybook if you have one with a suitable picture. 

Story… 
“Remember last week we heard about a very special baby being born? What was the baby’s 
name? And where was he born? And what did Mary put him in when he was born? (a 
manger—Do you remember what a manger is?) Well today we’re going to hear about 
some men visiting Jesus.  
 

“When Jesus was born, there were some shepherds not far away outside looking after 
their sheep at night [show fingers].  
 

“They saw an angel and were scared [shake fingers] but the angel told them not to be afraid 
[make fingers still]. The angel said that he had some very good news, news that will make 
many people happy—that Jesus had been born and that he was God’s son. The angel said, 
‘You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 
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“Suddenly, there were lots of angels praising God. When the angels had left them, the 
shepherds [move fingers sideways as if they are talking to each other] said to each other, ‘Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened.’ 
 

[move fingers quickly forwards and backwards as if they are hurrying] “So they hurried off and 
found [make fingers still] Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus, who was lying in the manger. 
When the shepherds saw him, they told everyone there [move fingers sideways as if talking] 
what the angel had said about Jesus. They were all amazed at what the shepherds said 
[spread fingers apart for an amazed look!].  
 

“Everything happened just as the angel had told them, so the shepherds went back [move 
fingers as if they are walking] to their sheep thanking God for what they had seen and 
heard.” 

Conclusion… 
“They were very glad that they had seen baby Jesus and that what the angel told them 
actually happened. It was good news—God’s special son had been born.” 

Pray… 
“Dear God, thank you that the shepherds could visit the special baby, Jesus. Thank you 
that what the angel told them happened. Thank you that Jesus is your son. Amen.” 

Action Rhyme—part 2… 
God’s son, Jesus,  Point up once and again 
was born in a shed. Cradle arms like a baby, then hands above head forming a ‘roof’  
This is ‘good news’  Big smile and arms outstretched 
the angel said. Hands either side of mouth 
The shepherds saw that Hands above eyes, shielding them 
everything was true. Arms outstretched 

Activity suggestions… 
1. Shepherds and sheep 
For this activity, you will need an egg carton for each child (could be half a carton for 6 
eggs) and cotton wool balls. Before the lesson, turn the egg cartons upside down and 
paste the caption (on page 73) to the side of the carton. Also collect a few cardboard rolls 
(you may be able to cut long rolls into smaller ones about 10 cm high) for each child and 
draw a simple face on each roll. You will need to rip or cut some coloured paper into 
pieces about 2 cm square and place in a container. In the lesson, the children paste paper 
as clothes and paper or wool as hair on the cardboard roll ‘shepherds’. The teacher can 
then wind a pipe cleaner around the middle of the rolls as arms and secure with tape. 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



UNIT 11: C HRISTMAS                     LESSON 2: THE SHEPHERDS VISIT JESUS 73 

Once the children have completed their ‘shepherds’ they push them onto the humps on 
their upturned egg carton (and the teacher may need to add masking tape to attach them 
firmly). On the other humps the children paste cotton wool balls as sheep. 
 
2. Circular picture 
Before the lesson, print page 76 (preferably onto coloured paper), cut along dotted lines 
and place in an envelope for each child. You will need to fill a container with ripped pieces 
of green paper, and you will need some cotton wool balls. Cut out captions from page 74 
and paste one on the top of a strip of cardboard measuring (approximately) 40 x 25 cm for 
each child. In the lesson, the children paste on the green paper as grass. The children 
then paste on the shepherds (teachers place glue), spreading them out along the 
cardboard. Then they paste on cotton wool balls as sheep between the shepherds. It is 
important that while doing this activity, you only offer one item at a time to be pasted (ie. 
first green paper, then shepherds, then cotton wool) and that the teachers place the glue 
where it is most appropriate. Otherwise you will end up with a sticky, green, fluffy mess! 
Once completed, firmly tape the two ends of the cardboard strip together so that the 
picture can stand up and the children can rotate it and pretend that the shepherds are 
walking to see Jesus. 
 
3. Manger scene 
Print page 75 for each child. The children colour the manger scene in the lesson. 
 
Caption for activity #1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 

 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 
 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 
 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 
 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 
 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 

 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 

 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 

 

The shepherds came to see baby Jesus—God’s son. 
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Caption for activity #2: 

 
The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 

The shepherds came to see  
baby Jesus—God’s son. Luke 2 verses 8-20 
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Unit 11: Lesson 3 

The wise men visit Jesus 
 

Bible reference… Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Lesson aim… To revise the lessons on the birth of Jesus and to reinforce the 
fact that Jesus was a very special baby—God’s son. 

 

Main message... The men came to see Jesus because they knew he was important. 
 

Story preparation… For the Introduction, you will need some wrapped up presents 
for a small boy (eg. a ball, a teddy bear, a soft toy). For the Story, 
you will need a large sheet of cardboard. Print and colour pages 
80-81 and cut each page in half. Use blu-tack to attach each 
picture as you tell the story. 

 

Introduction… 
[Show the children the wrapped up presents.] “These are some presents for a little boy. 
What do you think they are? What would you give a little boy?” [Talk about the sort of things 
you give a little boy (eg. a ball, a toy car, soft toy).] “We’re going to hear about some men 
giving Jesus some presents. They are different presents to these. Let’s hear all about it.” 

Story… 
[Place picture of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus—top of page 80—on the lower left side of 
cardboard.] “Can you remember what we’ve been learning about baby Jesus? He was born 
in a shed where animals live, wasn’t he? And do you remember what he is lying in? It is a 
manger—a food box for animals. It’s not as nice as a cot or a cradle, is it? 
 

[Point to Mary and Joseph] “Can you remember the names of these people? They are Mary 
and Joseph. An angel spoke to Mary and to Joseph to tell them that Jesus would be a very 
special baby. He would be God’s son. 
 

[Add picture of shepherds—bottom of page 80—on lower right side of cardboard] “Some men 
came to visit baby Jesus. They were they called shepherds. Who told them about baby 
Jesus? [an angel] And were they happy that Jesus had been born? [Yes, very happy!] 
 

[Add picture of wise men—top of page 81—on upper right side of cardboard] “Well some other 
men called ‘wise men’ came to visit Jesus. Jesus might have still been a baby or he could 
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have been a little boy then. The ‘wise men’ were very important men and they came a 
long way to see baby Jesus. They found where Jesus was by following a special star [add 
picture of star—bottom of page 81—on upper left side of cardboard]. When they saw Jesus 
they worshipped him. That means that they treated Jesus as very special and very 
important. They thought Jesus was so important that they gave him some special 
presents. They didn’t give him toys, they gave him presents that were much more 
special. The ‘wise men’ gave Jesus some presents called gold and incense and myrrh 
(pronounced ‘mer’). They were treasures for someone special and important—God’s 
son, Jesus.” 

Conclusion… 
“Jesus was a very special baby—he was God’s son. Shepherds came to visit Jesus. And 
‘wise men’ came to see Jesus and they brought him special presents because he was so 
important. Jesus was a very special baby—God’s son.” 

Pray… 
“Dear God, thank you for baby Jesus. Thank you that he was an important and special 
baby—your son. Amen.” 

Action Rhyme—part 3… 
God’s son, Jesus,  Point up once and again 
was born in a shed. Cradle arms like a baby, then hands above head forming a ‘roof’  
This is ‘Good News’  Big smile and arms outstretched 
the angel said. Hands either side of mouth 
The shepherds saw that Hands above eyes, shielding them 
everything was true. Arms outstretched 
Jesus is important,  Point up and nod head 
the wise men knew. Finger taps on head a few times 
  

Activity suggestions… 
1. Wise men collage 
For the lesson, you will need to print page 82 so that each child has one or two 
(whichever you choose) and print a few extras in case they get ripped. Cut out the wise 
men along the dotted lines. Print page 83 (preferably onto coloured paper) and cut out 
one jar for every wise man (and a few extras). Place the jars in a container. You will need 
to rip or cut coloured paper into rough squares about 4-6 cm. Place these in a container. 
Print a caption (page 83) for each child. Each child will need a piece of A3 paper. If you 
don’t have enough room at the tables for A3 paper, then use A4 paper and only give the 
children one wise man each. 
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In the lesson, first show the children a completed activity and explain what they will be 
doing. Then place an A3 piece of paper in front of every child. The children paste the 
coloured paper pieces on their page, covering as much of the page as possible. (An 
alternative to pasting paper as a background, is to have the children scribbling all over the 
page to add a colourful background.) Once completed, put this page somewhere safe and 
take any left-over coloured paper away. The children then colour in the wise men (you 
might choose to colour the triangular pattern on the robe before the lesson so that it 
looks very special). Once the children have coloured their wise man/men. They can paste 
them on their page. Then the teacher helps them to paste a jar in his hands. The teacher 
pastes the caption on the page. 
 
2. Wise men picture 
Before the lesson, print page 84 for each child. There are a few options: 
• The children colour the page. 
• The children colour the wise men and then paste green or brown paper pieces to make 
the ground that they are standing on.  
• The children colour the page, but provide a treat by offering them special pencils, pens 
or felt pens (eg. ones that are glitter, fluorescent, gold or silver, gel pens). 
 
3. Christmas decorations 
Fun decorations can be made with a little imagination and a variety of junk bits and pieces. 
There are some great collage items which appear at Christmas, like various forms of 
tinsel—look out for them. Choose what you would like the children to make from these 
examples, but remember to paste on the caption on page 79 (below) when completed: 

• paste small pieces of coloured paper or (appropriate) Christmas wrapping paper on 
a cardboard roll (which has had two holes punched in the top so that it can be 
hung) and then add star stickers, and finally a ribbon through the holes; 

• cut out a star shape from cardboard and paste on foil or gold paper and/or star 
stickers; 

• wrap a cardboard roll or rolled up cardboard with cellophane like a bon bon and 
wind tinsel around the outside (hold tinsel and cellophane in place with an elastic 
band or cellotape at either end; 

• cut out cardboard shapes or use small boxes which the children decorate by 
pasting little pictures from old Christmas wrapping paper (be selective with the 
pictures—avoid Santas). 

 
 At Christmas  
we remember that 
Jesus is God’s son. 

At Christmas  
we remember that 
Jesus is God’s son. 

At Christmas  
we remember that 
Jesus is God’s son. 

At Christmas  
we remember that 
Jesus is God’s son. 

At Christmas  
we remember that 
Jesus is God’s son. 

At Christmas  
we remember that 
Jesus is God’s son. 
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The men came to see Jesus because they knew he was important. 
 

 
The men came to see Jesus because they knew he was important. 

 

 
The men came to see Jesus because they knew he was important. 

 

 
The men came to see Jesus because they knew he was important. 

 

 
The men came to see Jesus because they knew he was important. 
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The men came to see Jesus because they 
knew he was important. 

 

 

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.



Matthias Media is an evangelical publishing ministry that seeks to persuade 
all Christians of the truth of God’s purposes in Jesus Christ as revealed in the 
Bible, and equip them with high-quality resources, so that by the work of the 
Holy Spirit they will:

•  abandon their lives to the honour and service of Christ in daily 
holiness and decision-making

•  pray constantly in Christ’s name for the fruitfulness and growth of 
his gospel

•  speak the Bible’s life-changing word whenever and however they 
can—in the home, in the world and in the fellowship of his people.

Our resources range from Bible studies and books through to training courses, 
audio sermons and children’s Sunday School material. To find out about more, 
and to access samples and free downloads, visit our website:

www.matthiasmedia.com

How to buy our resources
1. Direct from us over the internet:

– in the US: www.matthiasmedia.com
–  in Australia: www.matthiasmedia.com.au

2. Direct from us by phone:
– in the US: 1 866 407 4530
– in Australia: 1300 051 220
– international: +61 2 9233 4627

3.  Through a range of outlets in various parts of the world.  
Visit www.matthiasmedia.com/contact for details about  
recommended retailers in your part of the world, including  
www.thegoodbook.co.uk in the United Kingdom.

4. Trade enquiries can be addressed to:
– in the US and Canada: sales@matthiasmedia.com
– in Australia and the rest of the world: sales@matthiasmedia.com.au

5.  Visit GoThereFor.com for subscription-based access to a great-value range of 
digital resources.

Register at our website for 

our free regular email update 

to receive information about 

the latest new resources, 

exclusive special offers, and 

free articles to help you grow 

in your Christian life and 

ministry.

© Matthias Media. For use only while the GoThereFor.com licence is current.


	Contents
	Unit 9 Lesson 1: The disciples were special friends
	Unit 9 Lesson 2: Jesus wanted children to be his friends
	Unit 9 Lesson 3: Zacchaeus
	Unit 9 Lesson 4: Mary and Martha
	Unit 9 Lesson 5: We can be Jesus’ friends
	Unit 10 Lesson 1: Loving our family
	Unit 10 Lesson 2: Loving our friends
	Unit 11 Lesson 1: The birth of Jesus
	Unit 11 Lesson 2: The shepherds visit Jesus
	Unit 11 Lesson 3: The wise men visit Jesus


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




