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It was with some apprehension that I came 
into NAC Big Camp last month – fear of the 
unknown perhaps. There is so much going on with 
accommodation, programming, venues, activities, 
meals and meetings that it is hard to keep track, 
and I was nervous that I had overlooked something 
and people would be let down as a result. But I 
needn’t have worried, and I am so thankful for a 
wonderful team of pastors, teachers and volunteers 
who worked tirelessly to make Camp happen.

So Big Camp turned out to be a fantastic experience for me! With around 
850 enthusiastic campers and a wide variety of engaging speakers, I 
sensed a wonderful spirit on the grounds. Apparently many others did 
also, as it was mentioned numerous times. God was at work, in answer 
to our many prayers, and the clearest evidence of this was in the dozens 
of commitments made to God on the final Sabbath in the Big Tent. Plus 
there were the moving testimonies and dozens of commitments to follow 
Jesus coming out of the other divisions, especially youth and teens. 
Praise God! He was in this place and hearts were touched and lives 
were changed.

That’s what Camp is ultimately all about. That’s what anything we do 
in the Conference is all about – people being drawn to Jesus. And I 
saw it happen again and again in the different divisions and around the 
grounds. And farewelling carloads of happy campers who were sorry that 
Camp had ended was testimony to the blessing of the experience for 
them.

I loved the multicultural mix at Camp and when group after group got up 
and presented a musical feast in the closing concert, I was struck with 
the thought of how beautiful heaven will be with us all worshipping God 
in our own way. With such cultural and ethnic diversity in our Conference, 
we will never have a Camp program that will appeal to everybody in 
every respect, yet those who came forward and shared their ideas with 
me did so with a kind heart and a Christian spirit. That says a lot about 
the quality and maturity of our saints. There are times when we will see 
things differently, but how we express that to each other speaks volumes 
on where we are at spiritually. God is love, and so are His followers, and 
I saw that evidenced at Camp.

So Camp is over for another year, but the spiritual high doesn’t have 
to subside along with it. As the Bible states, “I pray that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 
people” (Eph 1.18). Stay connected with God and one another, continue 
to be generous, love without limits, seek God daily, keep your walk with 
Him fresh and vibrant, and rejoice in the hope of His calling! 

Darren Slade
President 
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11 Facts about Adventist tithing practices in 
        Australia and New Zealand
Between December 2015 and April 2016, no less than 
2257 church members across Australia and New Zealand 
participated in a Tithing Sentiment Study conducted by 
McCrindle Research. A central objective of the research was 
to understand the proportion of Adventist who disengaged 
from tithing and why, and also to determine methods by 
which church may encourage greater tithing.

11 Facts about Tithing 
Practices in Australia and 
New Zealand

The Survey data highlighted 
the following 11 key facts 
about tithing.

1.  Almost half the 
Adventists surveyed are 
diverting their tithe away 
from the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church

47 per cent of respondents 
indicated that they use tithe  

to support charities like ADRA, Rotary and ICC, as well as 
independent ministries or their family networks.

2.  Older generations are more likely to tithe than 
younger generations

Respondents in the 70+ age bracket return on average 11 
percent of their income as tithe, whereas 21 - 35 year olds 
return on average 9.2 per cent.

3.  Church attendance directly impacts tithing

Those who attend church every week on average tithe 9.8%  
of their income, compared to 6.1 per cent of those who 
attend once per month.

4.  Those who earn a high income tithe less than those 
earning less than them.

Respondents with a gross household income of more than 
$150,000 had an average tithe of 8.9 per cent, where as 
those households that earned less than $32,000 tithed 9.7 
per cent on average.

5.  5 per cent of respondents indicated that they don’t 
return tithe

Reasons provided ranged from not having enough money 
to not trusting the conference with the ethical distribution of 
funds.

6.  Almost half of Adventists tithe into the offering plate 
at church

As an alternative to the offering plate, 31 per cent of 21 - 35 
year olds use the eGiving website, compared with 20 per 
cent of 51 - 69 year olds.

7.  70 percent of Adventists believe in tithing to either 
the local church or conference because they believe it is 
the best vehicle to spread the Gospel.

8.  Transparency and evidence of impact are key to 
increasing tithing engagement

48 per cent of the respondents said transparency and 46 per 
cent said giving evidence of the impact of tithe are the two 
actions that could give them confidence in the conference’s 
use of tithe.

9.  Mission improved by use of funds, as well as 
increase of funds

71 per cent believe that increased tithe will increase he 
churches’s impact on the community.

10. Varying confidence in the conference

55 per cent of respondents said their confidence in their 
conference was high or very high.  People who do not have 
confidence in their conference gave reasons such as lack 
of transparency, high administrative costs or the perceived 
waste of money in certain areas.

11. Respondents rate highly their feeling of belonging 
and identity as an Adventist

85 per cent said they rate their feeling of belonging and 
identity as an Adventist as high or very high.

Russell Halliday

PNG Treaty Villages
Back in March 2016, Atherton members Neale & Lyndal Bookall heard about the 
PNG treaty villages facing serious food shortages due to drought. They were 
pro-active in securing top quality sweet potatoes at a bargain price, funded by 
ADRA, to send to these villages. The freighting company SeaSwift were keen 
to help with this humanitarian project and shipped and delivered the goods 
freight free to Buzi where the sweet potatoes were picked up by the villagers. 
We give thanks for the Bookall’s passion and initiative as well as the generosity 
and support of ADRA and SeaSwift 
which enabled much needed relief 
to go to our PNG neigbours in their 
time of need.
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Family and friends gathered at the Northern Australian Big Camp to celebrate the ordination of Pastor Sigila Paleso’o 
on Sabbath afternoon, June 25 2016. Pastor Brendan Pratt, Ministerial Secretary of the Australian Union Conference 
(AUC), Northern Australian Conference President Pastor Darren Slade, past AUC Ministerial Secretary and now Victorian 
Conference President Pastor Graeme Christian, past president of NAC and now President of South Queensland Conference 
Pastor Brett Townend, and Chief Financial Officer/Secretary of NAC, Mr Rob Ellison officiated at the ordination service. 
Pastor Paleso’o thanked his parents and wife’s parents, and his family, for their powerful and positive influence, and paid 
tribute to his wife, Donna, for her outstanding support to their ministry. Pastor and Mrs Paleso’o’s eldest daughter, Tyneal, 
presented a life sketch with many video interviews with family and past church members along with speeches of support 
from parishioners, family and friends. The family also presented a special musical item. Pastor Paleso’o graduated from 
Avondale College in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts (Theology) degree. In 2010, he was called to serve in the Darwin area 
caring for the Palmerston church in the Northern Territory. Pastor Sigila Paleso’o is now the Senior Pastor for the Darwin 
area, caring for the Darwin, Palmerston, Malak, Katherine and Batchelor churches as well as the outlying far northern areas 
of the Northern Territory. It was a great afternoon of praise, fun and enjoyment celebrating Sigi’s call to ministry.

Ordination
CONFERENCE NEWS

Approximately one hundred and ten delegates representing local churches from around our 
Conference met on Saturday night and Sunday, August 6 -7, for the 26th Constituency Meeting 
(Session) of the NAC. The meeting was opened by Pr Darren Slade who welcomed the constituents 
to this time of reviewing what God has done in the Conference over the last four years and visioning 
about where He wants us to go in the future. 
Also attending the Session was Pr Lionel Smith (SPD General Secretary), Pr Jorge Munoz (AUC 
President), Pr Ken Vogel (AUC General Secretary) and Mr Francois Keet (AUC CFO). These men 
contributed with taking devotionals, leading in prayer, supervising the ballots and chairing the 
meeting and various committees. Their presence and efforts were greatly appreciated. 
There was a wonderful spirit in the place as reports were shared regarding the work of the various 
administrative and departmental roles in the Conference. Key to the work of the constituent body is 
the voting of names for the positions of President and Secretary/Treasurer, as well as the incoming 
Executive Committee, Appointments Committee and Nominating Committee. 
Both Pr Darren Slade and Mr Rob Ellison were returned to their positions and humbly accepted the 
responsibility. Many thanks to all those who worked so hard to make the Session a success. May 
God continue to guide and bless our Conference as we move into a new quadrennium. 

Constituency Meeting

Congratulations Rob Ellison
On April 4, 2016, Mr Rob Ellison was advanced 
to the status of Fellow (FCPA) of CPA Australia 
and received his Fellow CPA Certificate at 
the CPA Member Certificate and Awards 
Celebration at the Ville Resort Casino in 
Townsville on the evening of May 18.

CPA awarded the Fellow status in recognition 
of Rob’s length of membership with CPA 

Australia, his career achievements and 
contribution to the profession. The Queensland 
Divisional Council and the CPA North 
Queensland Branch Committee recommended 
Rob’s advancement to Fellow (FCPA) of CPA 
Australia. The FCPA designation is one of the 
most recognised and respected professional 
designations in the world. 

Carlisle Adventist Christian College

Cairns Adventist College

EDUCATION

65th Anniversary Weekend
On May 21 and 22 there were celebrations a plenty!  65 
years ago Mackay Seventh-day Adventist School started 
behind Central Church in Milton Street. Ten years ago, as 
Carlisle Christian College, the school moved to its present 
location. More recently its name was modified to it is called 

Carlisle Adventist Christian College.
It was fantastic to have several former principals and many 
former students return for the celebrations.  Some sent video 
messages or letters.
The theme delivered by former principals in a special 
regional day church service held at the school was 
consistent, “God’s providence in the history of the school 
is clear”.  Many stories and memories were shared.  As the 
current principal I was humbled by the commitment and 
sacrifice of many in the development of the school, and 
inspired as God’s providential leading was testified to by 
various presenters.  I was reminded that though my faith is 
so often weak I/we have nothing to fear for the future except 
we forget God’s leading in the past.

Andrew North
Principal

Students of Cairns Adventist College in Gordonvale were overwhelmed on 
Thursday June 2nd, to receive a special visit from Her Excellency Ms Hinauri 
Petana, Australia’s Samoan High Commissioner.  Pastor Levi Mote from the 
Cairns Samoan Seventh-day Adventist Church formally welcomed Ms Petana 
before she spoke to the children about the history of Samoa, especially about 
how the nation achieved its independence.  She also shared the story of 
how she came to be the High Commissioner as well as her own journey of 
faith. Ms Petana took many questions from the students who warmed to her 
kind and humble nature.  A member of the staff as well as several students 
of Cairns Adventist College are Samoan and so this visit was a particularly 
special time for them. The school captains Ephraim Taua and Godiva Uelese 
(who are also both Samoan) presented Ms Petana with gifts and thanked her 
for visiting the school. Cairns Adventist College Principal, Mr Clinton Bond 
remarked, “This was a very special time for our school and we are priveleged 
to have the Samoan High Commissioner with us today.”  Ms Petana was in 
Cairns for Samoan Independence Day celebrations.

It was late afternoon around 
4:45 when I finished the 
last house on the street and 
decided to go home. But 
the Lord impressed me to 
visit the home I intentionally 
passed by because of the 
heavy rain, and I knew I 
would be walking up a long 
driveway to reach the house 

because of it’s elevated location. There were more homes on 
the lower level that I could visit and reasoned in my mind that 
even if I missed this house it would be okay. However the 
Lord had other plans for me. The next morning I went back to 
the same area and parked the car ready to start knocking on 

doors. The Holy Spirit convicted me in a very strong way to 
visit that home. I met Julie (Pictured in black) at the door, a 
24 year old mother. She told me that she really wanted to 
stop smoking because she was pregnant. After my canvass 
Julie ordered the set of Family Medical Care and Today 
Tomorrow and You. I knew she was interested in the truths of 
the Bible and so I introduced her to the Sabbath. Her older 
sister, Kayla came in and joined us. Both were surprised to 
find out about the Sabbath and they were very interested 
to have the book The Great Controversy. Julie only had 40 
cents, but I gave her the book, as it is worth a precious soul 
in heaven! Julie and Kayla, signed up for the Revelation 
Seminar too. They have joined my Facebook page and I 
am posting messages of hope so they can learn more bible 
truths.

By Liezal Ford
Literature Evangelist, Cairns

LE’S CORNER
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CHURCHES
Successful CHIP NORTH MACKAY CHURCH

North Mackay Adventist Church 
recently completed the Complete 
Heath Improvement Program (CHIP).  
The picture (right) was taken at the 
Commencement Ceremony Dinner 
held two thirds of the way through 
the program. Participants achieved 
excellent health improvement results 
and notable weight reductions during 
the program. Quality friendships were 
made and the group will continue 
to meet with monthly dinners and 

spiritually focused care groups. 
These meetings are scheduled to 
foster healthy relationships through 
fortnightly contact.  This was the first 
time CHIP was held in Mackay. With its 
successful conclusion a second CHIP 
is scheduled to be held in Mackay 
Central Church. Both churches have 
worked well together supporting the first 
CHIP program, generating a greater 
fellowship experience between the 
churches and their communities.

As part of their community outreach, 
Atherton Church organised a week 
of evening meetings on health and 
lifestyle. Mrs Kaye Sehm from the 
“Back to Eden” lifestyle centre was a 
very capable and interesting presenter. 
Every night during the first week in 
May saw between 15 - 20 visitors 
come, besides church members from 
the Tablelands Churches. The three 
hours per evening were divided into two 
sections. The first half was devoted to 

lectures on the 8 Laws of health and 
related topics, while Kaye taught and 
demonstrated simple health remedies 
and recipes during the second half of 
every evening. 
The nightly attendance testified that 
people received information as well as 
blessings. Kaye had a very nice way 
of including spiritual truths with all her 
presentations. The meetings closed on 
Sabbath, May 7 at which time one of 
the visitors attended church. 

Health Seminar in Tolga  ATHERTON CHURCH

Northern Territory Emergency Service 
(NTES) volunteer and Katherine 
Church member, Ron Green, has been 
presented with the Chief Minister’s 
Medal for Emergency Service at the 
2016 NT Volunteer of the Year Awards 

held at Parliament House in Darwin.
Ron joined the Katherine Volunteer 
Unit in 2005 soon after moving to 
Katherine to take up a teaching 
position at the local Catholic school. 
His nomination detailed that Ron has 
maintained peer engagement in an 
easy going atmosphere and yet is 
always professional in how he treats 
all members. He is an exceptional 
trainer who has built the skill base 
of the volunteers up in such a way 
that every member feels self-worth 
and importance, no matter what their 
physical or mental abilities are. Ron’s 
approach to the ongoing maintenance 
of the equipment is systematic and 
extends above what is asked of him. 
He has written numerous grants 
which have greatly influenced the 
Unit’s capabilities to serve the wider 
community in emergency scenarios. 
Ron actively communicates with 
other units and headquarters so that 
volunteers are always aware of training, 
events and situations as they arise so 
that the Unit is in the most prepared 

state it can be. Ron’s awareness of 
the needs of the individual volunteers 
highlights his genuine concern and 
empathy for their personal situations 
which generates a powerful culture of 
trust and comradery.
Ron was flattered that his colleagues 
put in the effort to nominate him for 
this award. Ron has been extremely 
blessed to have health and energy 
as well as an incredibly supportive 
wife. Deslie is often called on to look 
after their children by herself while he 
disappears for hours or days, often at 
short notice.
Part of the award includes $2500 that is 
donated to a not-for-profit organisation, 
which in this situation will be ADRA 
Australia. Ron and Deslie are regular 
supporters of ADRA Australia, so 
they are confident that this additional 
donation will be used to assist in God’s 
work of relieving suffering and helping 
in times of need.
Photo – Ron Green receives his award 
from NT Chief Minister, Adam Giles.

Chief Minister Awards  KATHERINE CHURCH

February 16th was a blessed Sabbath 
for the Costello family and Edmonton 
Seventh-day Adventist Church as 
mother Karyn re-committed her life 
to her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
through baptism. Her son, Colin, shared 
that his mother was the kindest and 
most devoted person he knew, and 
that he could see what Jesus is like 
through her.  As officiating minister, 

Daniel Matteo led her into the water, 
Karyn’s church family sang “Because 
He lives, I can face tomorrow.  Because 
He lives, all fear is gone.”  Then Karyn 
was reborn into new a life in Christ. 
Karyn had previously been baptised 
several years before but, along with 
her husband Simon, had lost hold 
of Jesus. However two years ago 
God began to call Simon and Karyn 

home.  First Simon began Bible studies 
with Edmonton church elder Roger 
Reitze, eventually being rebaptised 
in 2015.  Then Karyn began to study 
with Roger’s wife Jenny and made a 
decision for herself.  As Simon said as 
he shared a few words at the ceremony, 
“From now on I know that we are 
walking together with Jesus for eternity.”

Baptism  EDMONTON CHURCH

It was an exciting day for Paul 
Thomsana who not only celebrated 
his birthday but celebrated a new birth 
experience as he was baptised into 
Jesus and into the fellowship of the 
Cairns Church. He was supported by 
friends and family, some who came all 
the way from Kubin Village in the Torres 
Strait Islands. 
Marian Jones, while working as a 
Literature Evangelist on Thursday 
Island in 2013, crossed paths with 
Paul and he become interested in the 
Sabbath. 

Pr Darren Peakall who previously 
ministered on Thursday Island with his 
wife Robbie, used to fly to Badu Island 
and visit Paul regularly and study the 
Bible with him. Later when Paul moved 
to Thursday Island he attended the 
Daniel Prophecy Seminar and that 
program confirmed a lot of Bible truths 
for him. 
Pr Johnny Murison picked up the Bible 
studies in Cairns in 2015 and Paul 
decided to be baptised on his birthday, 
July 23, 2016.

It was an emotional day for Anrry Dates 
who also declared his love for Jesus 
and joined the family of the Cairns 
Adventist Church on the July 23 2016. 
He was supported by his wife, Estrella, 
and his son Cristiano. Anrry had 
studied in Mr Clinton Bond’s baptismal 
class and had a lot of his questions 
answered. Pr Johnny and Mr Bond 
baptised Anrry together. 

Birthday Baptisms  CAIRNS CHURCH
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A SOCIAL NETWORK...
FOR WHAT?

The Story of “The Little Black Princess” 
of “We of the Never Never” fame has 
once again been told. She was Bett Bett 
or Dolly Bonson and eventually became 
an Adventist through an evangelistic 
series conducted by Pastor Bill Otto 
and faithfully attended the Darwin 
Church. Pastor Don & Eileen Fehlberg 
in early August led Pastor Gary Kent 
(Speaker Director of “It is Written” 
Oceania) along with his wife Robyn 
& Adventist Cameraman Gerhard 
Weiner and his wife Maria from Austria 
to sites in Mataranka, Humpty Doo & 
Darwin that were associated with Bett 
Bett. They filmed in Mataranka at the 
replica of the Elsey Station Homestead, 
Bitter Springs, Elsey Cemetery where 
there is a large monument to Bett Bett 
& Jeannie Gunn, Site of the original 
Elsey Station Homestead & at the 
billabong nearby. They were privileged 
to film an interview with Bett Bett’s 
only surviving child, Flo Peters, in the 
house where Bett Bett had lived in 

Humpty Doo.  Flo became an Adventist 
at the same time as her mother and 
attends the Palmerston Company. 
Annemarie Villaflor, a local Aboriginal 
girl from Mataranka, acted the part of 
Bett Bett and Maria Weiner acted the 
part of Mrs Gunn in some re-enactment 
scenes at the Homestead. Pastor Kent 
is preparing 3 Aboriginal stories for It 
is Written – The Last of the Nomads 
(story from Wiluna, WA) & the Rabbit 
Proof Fence (story from Jigalong, WA) 
along with the Story of Bett Bett. Pastor 
Kent believes these stories will attract 
interest from a secular audience and 
lead them to consider spiritual things. 
Pastor Fehlberg said the church can 
be proud of the top quality work that “It 
is Written” does to produce interesting 
programmes that really connect with 
viewers. Pastor Fehlberg said as they 
travelled around many viewers were 
excited to meet one of their favourite 
Hope Channel presenters Pastor Gary 
Kent.

Famous Aboriginal Story Recorded by It Is Written in NT 
FEATURE

CHURCHES
June 11 was a High Sabbath for the 
Edmonton Church as they began the 
day with a special Communion service 
and then, after lunch, gathered at 
Behanna Creek in Aloomba for the 
baptism of Reta Madden and Kim 
Hunter and the dedication of Kim’s 
daughter, Chloe.
The Lord preserved beautiful weather 
for the service and it was a pristine day 
as Pastor Daniel began by speaking 
briefly about Jesus before charging 
Chloe’s parents and church family to 
nurture this little life before dedicating 
her to God.  
Next, Ruth Stewart shared Kim’s 
spiritual journey about the change 
that had come into Kim’s life as she 
had begun to know Jesus as friend 
and Saviour, and how special she had 
become to the Edmonton Church family.  
Reta then read a prayer and testimony 
of how she had first come to know the 

Lord and how she was looking forward 
to re-committing her life to Him. It was 
all very emotional.
The congregation then sang “What the 
Lord Has Done in Me” as Kim, Pastor 
Daniel and Ken Stewart (the elder who 
had studied with Kim) descended into 
the creek and Kim was buried with 
Jesus in baptism.
Next Reta descended into the water 
and Pastor Daniel shared briefly about 
the sincere love she had for Jesus 
before likewise baptising her into 
Christ’s life.
Afterward Reta, Kim and Chloe were 
presented with certificates and gifts and 
voted into membership in Edmonton 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
By the grace of God several people 
requested baptism after the service as 
a result of the moving of God’s Holy 
Spirit on their hearts.

Please continue to pray for the church 
family at Edmonton and for these 
precious new sisters in Christ!

High Sabbath  EDMONTON CHURCH

Facebook.  Twitter.  Instagram.  Snapchat.  Tumblr.
Internet social networking has transformed our lives.  Within 
the space of a few minutes you can be connected with a huge 
number of individuals, whether you know them personally or 
not. 
In the 1900’s it was the local pastors, teachers and politicians 
who had the ear of their communities because they regularly 
spoke before dozens, sometimes even hundreds, of people. 
Today a child with a handheld device has a way to be heard 
by thousands of people and the potential to communicate with 
hundreds of thousands…or even millions.
When it comes to the mission of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, you can see how this could be a big advantage.  
After all, we have this prophetic invitation to a life of freedom 
through a relationship with Jesus Christ, summarised by the 
three angels’ messages of Revelation 14.  It is a message-
based movement, so any kind of mass communication is an 
awesome tool in our hands to do the work that God has called 
us to do.
But there is also a huge danger in social networking.  You see, 
when you start social networking, you open up your whole 
life to the public eye, and if the world thought Christians were 
hypocrites ten years ago, now they know we are. 
All the things we hoped the world would never see are now on 
display through thousands of public profiles.  The world now 
sees us post things about how much we love Jesus, then post 
pictures of ourselves drunk at a nightclub.  They see us post 
comments condemning immorality, then they see us breaking 
the Sabbath.  They see us venomously attack each other over 
theology and argue with other Christians about which day is 
the Sabbath, or the prophetic role of the Pope, or what we 
should eat.
How do you think that affects their view of our Jesus?
The good news is that there are many thousands of Christlike 
Seventh-day Adventist Christians who have effectively used 
social networking to heal hearts, touch lives and point people 
closer to a relationship with God and a partnership with His 
Church.
But I want you to understand that if you are on a social 
network people are watching you, and you would be amazed 
who.  People to whom you have not spoken for decades are 
watching you.  And, I’m sorry to say, often what they see from 
us does not draw them closer to the Lord.  
I’m not speaking as one who has never made a mistake either.  
I’ve had my share of social networking faux pas.  There are 
things I wish I never said, arguments I wish I never got into, and 
things I wish I never posted.  I’m not perfect.  But please learn 
from my mistakes at least, and take note of some principles 
for Christian social networking I have learned the hard way.
1. Know who can see the content you are posting.
Unless you have made a security adjustment, all of your status 
updates are visible to everyone.  Also, many are not aware that 
if they post or comment on a special interest group that is set 
to “public”, everyone on their friends list can immediately see 

their discussion. That 
means the Catholic 
neighbour you invited to 
next month’s prophecy 
seminar can see you railing 
against the Pope.  FYI, they 
aren’t going to come to the seminar.

2. Pray before you post.
If your profile says “Christian” or “Seventh-day Adventist” 
under “religion”, you are representing Christ.  Seek His 
wisdom and guidance whether or not to post and, if so, how.  
So many of us “keyboard-crusade” without divine assistance.  
As Ellen White put it, “…every such effort must fail.” (SC 69).  
There is also a danger of being pulled away from the faith 
when we are constantly debating, so seek God.

3. Understand that not everyone is ready for deep 
truth.
Too many Adventists post very corrosive things about our 
doctrines.  It’s sad because most of the people on our friend 
list probably don’t even believe the Bible.  They don’t care 
which day the Sabbath is.  They don’t know what Bible 
prophecy is.  There are times when it can sound really cult-
like and weird when we put that stuff before the unchurched 
without the context of the love of Christ.  It can make us look 
crazy if it’s done with the wrong spirit, which brings me to my 
next point. 

4. Do and say everything with the soft and tender 
Spirit of Christ.
People these days listen less to what we say and more to 
how we say it.  A loving deportment is needed.  Winning the 
argument isn’t the most important thing, loving and serving is.  
Jesus didn’t say all men would know we were His disciples 
when we proved everyone on the internet wrong.  He said 
they would know when we loved one another.  

5. Live what you believe.
I believe the people of this world want to see church members 
who live by the standards they proclaim.  We fail them when 
we are hypocritical in lifestyle and spirituality because we give 
them the message that there is no hope of power to overcome.  
Christ is the only one who offers transforming power through 
a real relationship with Him.  If we don’t have it, who does?  
In 1 Thessalonians 4:12, Paul tells us to be godly so that “…
your daily life may win the respect of outsiders”.  In Colossians 
4:5 he says “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity.”    
We have got to see our social network for what it is.  A pulpit.  
We stand in that pulpit every day 
before a congregation of thousands.  
Are we showing Jesus to them?  Or 
another obnoxious religious hypocrite?  
It’s all up to us.

Daniel  Matteo
is a pastor and school chaplain in Cairns.  
He is married to a wonderful woman and 

has two beautiful children.  His passion is 
leading people closer to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jindabyne Camp for the Deaf October 28-31, 2016

Are you Deaf, hard of hearing, an Auslan, NZSL or BSL signer? If so, this camp is just for you.

Enjoy fellowship, worship and fun at the Adventist Alpine Village, a sunny retreat  
in the Australian Alps, with guest presenter Esther Doss, a CODA with ASL as her 
fi rst language. All meetings will be AUSLAN and spoken English.

Accommodation is in comfortable shared chalets, fully catered with personal options. 

Cost $300, early bird $250 (by August 1)

For more information and to register online, 
go to www.sdadeafdu.org/camp2016.htm
or SMS Lindy on 0409 711 346 
(outside Australia +61 409 711 346)
Email armstrong.lindy@yahoo.com.au  
or sdadeafdu@gmail.com

This camp is operated by the SDA Deaf Church 
Down Under, in cooperation with Christian 
Services for the Blind and Hearing Impaired.

Esther Doss


