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I can still remember his words, full of hurt and with a hint 
of bitterness, “how could God do this to me?” He was a 
farmer and had faced several unproductive years with 
drought, pests and disease. “I pay my tithe, and God 
promises to protect my crops.”

His sentiments are reflected in the anguished cries of good 
Christians who suddenly find themselves confronted by 
one or more of life’s many difficulties. You are not immune, 
and neither am I. Jesus knew this when He said, “In this 
world you will have trouble” (John 16:33). 

Four years ago I knew that trouble had arrived when I received a phone call from 
my mum saying that she had cancer and it had multiplied to several secondary 
locations. The first thing I did was pray, not because I am a saint, or because I 
even felt like it in the emotion of the moment, but because I am learning to come 
to God, in every problem, no matter how big or small. James 5:13 says “Is any 
one of you in trouble? He should pray.” 

Recently I have been perplexed to see many of our saints afflicted with 
all kinds of personal struggles: sickness, loss of a loved one, work issues, 
relational problems, financial constraints etc. Can I share some promises of 
encouragement:

“What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord 
our God is near us whenever we pray to him?” (Deut 4:7)

“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer… present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:5,6)

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles…” 2 
Cor 1:3,4

“God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to 
you who are troubled…” 2 Thes 1:6,7

A while ago a particular problem was weighing heavily on my mind and I was 
really struggling to get out from under the load of it. I sat down at my desk and 
pulled out my daily devotional book, asking God for some word of comfort in my 
distress. I turned to that day’s text and read “Weeping may endure for a night; but 
joy cometh in the morning” (Ps 30:5).That beautiful promise really spoke to me 
and just lifted my spirit like nothing else could. I felt God’s arms around me and 
the peace of His presence. This is the verse that followed:

When comforts are declining,

He grants the soul again,

A season of clear shining,

To cheer it after rain.

My friends, immerse yourself in the promises of God, repeat them and claim 
them and may the power of His Word comfort you and lift you above the troubles 
on your path.

Darren Slade
President

Northern Australian Conference
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It was my junior year in college, and I had finally received my 
money from summer camp and a mission project. Since I was 
preparing for the ministry, I thought I might as well keep the tithe 
portion (Is there anything new under the sun?). Same dollars, same 
bucket. Although I didn’t have Malachi 3:10 in mind at the time, the 
still small voice convinced me to tear a cheque out of my cheque 
book and fill out one of those little tithe envelopes.
One week later I found a letter from Southwestern Adventist 
University in my mail. Faster than I had written the cheque, I tore 
into the envelope.
The letter started out, “Congratulations, Ingo. We are pleased to 
inform you …”
It went on to say I received a scholarship, which turned out to be 10 
times the size of my tithe cheque!
The incident prompted me to take a closer look at tithing. A church 
once ran the following sign: “We give God a lot of credit, but we 
hesitate to give Him cash!”
From the start, Adam received gifts from God. God’s presence 
meant God’s presents. First, God gave him food (Gen. 1:29). Then 
He added a woman to an already breathtaking environment (Gen. 
2:22). After Adam and Eve messed up, God did not stop giving. He 
always stood ready to provide and bless.
But if God’s presence implies God’s presents, our presents, 
conversely, invite His presence. Cain quickly figured that out when 
the wrong gift meant a loss of God’s presence. With a sense of 
tragic finality, Genesis 4:16 reads: “Then Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lord” (NKJV). 
Someone said that giving is living and living is giving.

Why 10 Percent?
Because I come from a Lutheran background, 10 percent to me 
seemed like a huge chunk 2,   and 10 percent plus offerings turned 
out to be one of the more significant numbers on my tax return on 
April 15! 3  Is this the church in pursuit of the purse?
The number 10 appears to be the lowest negotiable denominator 
for God. 4 “Abraham stopped bargaining with God over sinners in 
Sodom when he reached the number 10. God came down on Sinai 
and gave Ten Commandments. And remember Daniel’s 10 days of 
testing?
Why isn’t it 50-50? That would have been a fair deal, don’t you 
think? Or even 60-40. After all, He is God, and it all belongs to Him 
in the first place.
Graphically, 10 percent doesn’t look all that bad. You give God a 
piece of His pie, and He just might share His dinner. If you are not 
currently tithing your income, take a look at the complete picture of 
Malachi 3. We all have our bills, wills, and ills. But lest we forget, 
tithing is more than just cash out of our pockets. The issue of tithing 
is packed into the awesome dynamics of God’s presence in our 
lives.
Malachi 3 resembles a tasty sandwich with a juicy chunk of 
theology tucked in the middle to chew on. Graphically, we may 
represent it as follows:

Introduction
3:1-3 Presence of God announced: “I am coming soon”
3:7 Presence of God intensified: “I want to come to you now.”
3:8 Presence of God endangered: Thieves in the house of God
3:9 No presence of God: Curse!

3:10 Tithing: Curse reversed by blessing from heaven
3:11, 12 Tithing in place: Curse reversed; presence of God 
positively affecting life
Conclusion
4:1 Presence of God reasserted: “I am coming soon.”

The Bigger Picture
“My 5-year-old son was proud of the fact he had graduated from 
bow ties to a necktie just like Dad’s. But one Sunday morning, with 
his hand clutching the tie, he said in a panicked whisper, ‘Dad, why 
did the pastor say they’re going to collect the ties and offering?’”5
Tithing presents not just a question of bills and bucks. Tithing 
directly touches on the bigger picture of the presence of God in our 
lives and in the lives of others.
Have we given up on giving up? According to Larry Burkett, more 
than 37 percent of adults who attend church at least once a month 
give about 2.5 percent of their income to God’s work.6 Malachi 3 
scripturally transforms that truth into a fascinating venture of faith; 
for in Malachi, what goes up comes down—with a bonus! The 
acronym is apropos: T-I-T-H-E: Treasure Invested Toward Heaven 
Expands!
Tithing taught me: 

• that I needed a systematic money plan.
• that commitment to 10 percent grants clarity for the other 

90 percent.
• that my money has a vertical dimension—in both 

directions.
• that five loaves and two fish can still feed 5,000.7
• trust. Not crisis-free trust, but trust that’s crisis-proof.
• that 2,000 years ago God gave me more than I can ever 

give back to Him.
Richard Braunstein said: “It is possible to give without loving, but it 
is impossible to love without giving.”
Indeed, there are “weightier matters of the law” (Matt. 23:23). But in 
Jesus’ own words, “these you ought to have done, without leaving 
the others undone.” And that “other” refers to tithing. Yes, I have 
stopped “paying my tithe.” I have started giving it up.8
_____________
1 Yes, I use a calculator to figure out 10 percent. I was never good 
at math.
2 In my home country of Germany the amount passed on by the 
government to the state churches is less than 10 percent of one’s 
personal income tax.
3 April 15 is the deadline for income tax returns in the United 
States.
4 Jacques Doukhan, The Vision of the End (Berrien Springs, Mich.: 
Andrews University Press, 1987), p. 18.
5 G. Brian Manning, Kids of the Kingdom (Sudbury, Ontario).”
6 Larry Burkett, Christian Financial Concepts, Inc. Newsletter, April 
1998.
7 Somehow I have a feeling that God gets a kick out of doing that 
for us!
8 Apologies to Frank Kafka, a European author whose parable 
“Give up!” depicts a man searching for the railway station. “Give up, 
give up!” is the only response he gets.

Born in Germany, lngo Sorke was co-pastoring the Highland Hills 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in San Antonio, Texas, when he 
wrote this article. It first appeared in Adventist Review, October 12, 
2000. pp. 22, 23. (GC Stewardship Dept.)

MY CALCULATOR AND I WERE 
     STARING AT EACH OTHER 1
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Northern Territory
Alice Springs David Gilmore
Darwin Sigi Paleso’o/Sean Tavai
Batchelor Sigi Paleso’o/Sean Tavai
Katherine Sigi Paleso’o/Sean Tavai
Malak Sigi Paleso’o/Sean Tavai
Palmerston Sigi Paleso’o/Sean Tavai
Tennant Creek Marty and Michelle Tanner / 

David Gilmore
Finke Mancel and Jubilee Dougherty / 

David Gilmore
Nhulunbuy/Gove Sigi Paleso’o/Sean Tavai

Northern
Atherton Wolfgang Jenke
Cairns Luke Stuart
Cairns Samoan Levi Mote
Cooktown Brendan and Kylie Davis
Innisfail James London
Kuranda Levi Mote
Malanda Wolfgang Jenke
Mareeba Levi Mote
Mossman Daniel Matteo
Northern Beaches Daniel Matteo
Ravenshoe Wolfgang Jenke
Saibai Mark and Learne Collins
Tully James London
Edmonton Daniel Matteo
Kubin Mark and Learne Collins
Thursday Island Mark and Learne Collins
Weipa Luke Stuart

Southern
Bowen Richard Felkel

Farleigh Ragoso Tagaloa/ Maciej Kuberek

Mackay Ragoso Tagaloa/ Maciej Kuberek

North Mackay Ragoso Tagaloa/ Maciej Kuberek

Proserpine Richard Felkel

Walkerston Ragoso Tagaloa/ Maciej Kuberek

Central
Aitkenvale Alfredo Campos
Ayr Esava Koro
Charters Towers Esava Koro
Home Hill Esava Koro
Mount Isa Musu Amuimuia
Thuringowa Conference/Gration Perera
Townsville Tom Osborne
Ingham Tom Osborne
Cloncurry Musu Amuimuia

MINISTERIAL PLACEMENT 2017
Farewell, and with grateful thanks and appreciation, to:

Boris Jovinov who 
is leaving Townsville 
to take up a local 
church pastorate in 
Newcastle.

Johnny Murison who 
is taking special leave 
to spend some quality 
time with his family.

Simon Gigliotti who 
is taking up his new 
role as Assistant 
Youth Director for the 
Victorian Conference.

Welcome to:
Maciej Kuberek who 
is coming to Mackay 
as a graduate of 
Avondale College.

Alfredo and Maritza 
Campos who are 
coming to Townsville 
from Launceston, 
Tasmania

Esava and Ateca 
Koro who are coming 
to the Ayr parish 
from Newcastle in 
the North New South 
Wales Conference.

We can no longer wait for people to come to church. We are in post-Christian 
times. This is a new pagan era. It’s tough - and rough on the church - but, its 
going to get much tougher!

Christianity has been a privileged religion. The church’s place in society has 
been affirmed and respected pretty much since Constantine’s 313 Milan Edict 
of Tolerance. That’s a long time to get used to being respected! But, it is no 
longer like this! Christianity in the west is passé, irrelevant, outmoded, of a 
former era - given little or no thought. More than that, it is increasingly despised, 
ridiculed - blamed for injustice and inequality! We can deny this new reality 
- as many churches do.. ‘No one is interested they say’, but they continue to 
do evangelism and church like in the 1950s. We can complain: ‘It’s not fair 
that church is sidelined by the media … by most!’ - but before Constantine ten 
emperors systematically worked to exterminate Christians. We can retreat - give 
up! ‘It’s too hard’, I hear some say. ‘It doesn’t make sense any more’. But do we 
‘drop the bat and ball’ and head home to watch TV church simply because the 
game is not going our way anymore?

Our times demand a new type of disciple. Yes, we may have lists of members 
(perhaps with little resemblance to attendees!) - but this new era calls for 
resilient disciples who multiply, not just members! Resilient disciples know 
Jesus, know it will be tough going - but, get out and mix it with neighbours, 
intentionally finding ways to share the story of Jesus, creating new 
environments for people to meet Jesus and become part of His kingdom.

Earlier this year I was in the Solomon Islands for Pacific Reach - equipping 
disciple makers and church planters. On the last weekend we visited Lau Valley 
Church. I didn’t attend to preach or teach, but to walk with the pastor. This is 
what I learnt as we walked -

• Lau Valley church has been organised into 18 teams - each team comes 
from where the people live. 

• In 18 months six teams planted new churches - and from the grounds of 
the Lau Valley church building we could see the places where they meet.

• Neither the pastor nor elders are threatened by new churches so close: 
‘They are reaching new people’, George Bekele (pastor & planter) said. 
‘They would not have come to us. We go to them!’

• We walked 5 minutes to the first to meet the planter and his young family - 
strong, active. 

• They first met under a tree in the centre of the suburb, then under a 
nearby house. Now they are building a permanent functional meeting 
place - and already planting another church!

• We drove 3 or 4 minutes to another valley. There the planter is elderly, 
quiet. They hung a screen on the wall of a friend’s house, to project health 
and evangelistic talks weekly. 

• On the next block they build a simple meeting place - basic, but neat and 
clean. They run a ‘school’ providing basic literacy skills to 25-30 kids. They 
have started a second plant nearby.

• We stopped and prayed with a man with critical health issues; then 
stopped to talk with a work-gang building a bridge over a river - ‘would 
they like us to pray for some need?’ We prayed!

This is not Europe or the ‘global north’ - but, be courageous, go out, connect & 
pray with people.

Pr Peter Roennfeldt, is a retired pastor, administrator and church planter who 
resides in Melbourne when not travelling extensively around the world leading 
tour groups to Biblical places and running training programmes in discipleship 
and church planting.

Tough Times…Tougher Disciples
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CHURCHES
Shared Ministries ALICE SPRINGS CHURCH

Alice Springs Church has enjoyed 
the fellowship and company of 
Pastor Terry Medling, a non-
denominational preacher, who ably 
cares for a congregation of around 70 
of mainly aboriginal attendees. He has 
specialised in indigenous ministry for 
over 30 years with good success. 
Pastor David Gilmore met the pastor 
while canvassing a customer with 
Andrew Johnson, the Literature 
Evangelist leader for Northern Territory, 
in an outreach program earlier this year. 
Terry invited him to come and preach 
at his church and they became good 
friends. 
Dr Isaac Menge was the first to respond 
to the call followed by Pastor Geoff 
Youlden and Pastor Don Fehlberg, 
with other church members assisting 

with musical instrumental playing 
and leading out in the congregational 
singing. They were very warmly 
welcomed and each speaker has been 
invited back any time they are available.  
Pastor Terry attends prayer meeting, 
plus Sabbath Services and fellowship 
lunch every Sabbath at the Alice 
Springs Church with some of his church 
members. The church members are 
enjoying praying and fellowshiping 
together. The local pastor has 
been invited to lead out with some 
inspirational messages at a rally in 
December at the Anglican Church in 
Alice Springs and to preach on other 
occasions too. Some of the church 
members have become very active in 
this sharing opportunity.

Family Baptism EDMONTON CHURCH

On the Sabbath of the 22nd of October 
Edmonton church celebrated as its 
favourite daughter Kylie Van Duyn 
committed herself to Jesus Christ 
through baptism. Kylie is the daughter 
of Suzy and Anthony Van Duyn, one of 
Edmonton’s previous church pastors. 
She had requested baptism at Big 
Camp in 2014 and has been studying 
the Bible ever since.
The service began as Pr Daniel shared 
thoughts from the pen of Seventh-day 
Adventist Church co-founder Ellen 
G. White and what she said about 
the ability and willingness of young 

people to choose to follow Christ 
through baptism. Then Kylie’s parents, 
grandparents and Sabbath School 
teacher shared about how proud they 
were of her for making this decision and 
what a wonderful, humble and spiritual 
young woman she has become. Then 
the church sang “I have Decided to 
Follow Jesus” as Kylie and Pr Daniel 
made their way into the water.
We know that Jesus and the angels 
celebrated with joy as Kylie died to self 
in the waters of baptism and rose to 
new life in Him.

Total Member Involvement CAIRNS CHURCH

Cairns church are taking TMI (Total 
Member Involvement) seriously! On 
Sunday morning 23 October a few 
members just testing the waters 
organised a free car wash for their 
community. Straight outside the church 
on Gatton St were our placard waving 
people advertising a Free Car Wash. 
At first people were sceptical and 
just beeped their horns and waved. 
Probably not real sure if this was legit or 
if there was a catch. As the cars steadily 
rolled in to be washed, these were 
some of the responses: 
The first customer said, 
“That’s really nice what your doing. I’ve 
never seen a free car wash before. 
Thank you so much.”
After chamoising dry a car, the owner 

said, “That’s a really nice gesture.”
Poking her head out the window with 
kids in the back a mum said, 
“It’s really free? Here’s $5.” One of our 
car washers said, “it’s free, we’re not 
accepting money.”  “It’s free, Really? 
The mother couldn’t believe it. 
After talking and making friends with 
a couple of our car wash ladies, one 
customer asked, “What time are your 
church services?”
It was a great start to our first car wash 
TMI project. I’m pretty sure many more 
members will be excited and want to 
join in next time to get in on the action 
of simply doing something for someone 
with no strings attached. Car washing 
was a great way to serve others and 
potentially meet new friends. 

Harvest Festival  CAIRNS CHURCH

On Sabbath October, 29th Cairns 
Church celebrated the Harvest Festival 
Thanksgiving Service.
Church members supplied gifts of a 
variety of food, fruits and vegetables 
and other items. A feature of the display 
was a large Bible printed in 1867.
Also donated was a delicious 
watermelon from the school garden of 
Years 3 and 4 at the Cairns Adventist 
School.
Cairns Church had two reasons to give 
God thanks on the day. Our 10 year
$500,000 loan was paid in full in just 

5 years and one month. The church 
rejoiced. Gifts were presented by Brs 
Paul White and John Castleden to the 
Church Treasurer Sr. Karen Porter for 
her amazing treasury work in enabling 
the loan to be completed in such a short 
time.
Edmonton Church are planning to find a 
new church home so the church offering 
on the day was given as a thank 
offering to help them financially.
Paul White preached a very timely 
sermon which was appreciated by the 
more than 200 present on the day. 

Cooking Demonstration CAIRNS CHURCH

A special Cooking Demonstration 
was given by Shirley Brown at Cairns 
Church. It was special because it was 
requested by folks from the community 
who come regularly to the Op Shop run 
by the church. The demonstration was 
a great success. Those that attended 
loved the food. Some even asked for 

- and received - extra to take home. 
Others request was “When is the next 
demonstration?”   PICTURE: Shirley 
Brown demonstrating  how to prepare  
her special Dahl recipe.

Townsville City Church held their annual 
ADRA Appeal Cake Auction on the 
evening of 22nd October. The auction 
raised over $1200 from a large array 
of cakes donated by church members 
with the proceeds substantially boosting 
funds collected by the more traditional 
door-knocking methods. Many of 

the donated cakes were baked and 
decorated by the children of the church. 
Besides being an excellent fundraiser, 
the evening also proved to be a fun 
time for the many attendees who 
enjoyed a trivia competition and other 
activities. Auctioneer Rob Eldridge did 
a marvelous job of cajoling higher and 

higher bids from the buyers and without 
his skill the total raised might not have 
been as impressive. Notable cakes up 
for auction at the event were a cake 
decorated with the ADRA logo (Joe and 
Sarah Tekopua), and a mud cake made 
from genuine mud (Rob Eldridge).

ADRA Cake Auction TOWNSVILLE CITY CHURCH
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CHURCHES

Deslie & Ron Green welcomed 
the birth of their son Uriah Charles 
Green on 24 September 2016 at 
Katherine District Hospital.
His arrival was very much 
anticipated by older siblings Taitt, 
Elliott and Eliana who absolutely 
adore him.

Birth KATHERINE CHURCH

Visiting Choir CAIRNS CHURCH

Cairns church was blessed by the visit 
of a 14 voice Ladies Choir from Port 
Moresby who took part in the Divine 
service.
The Choir came to Queensland to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
Choirs beginning.  

Six people were recently baptised into 
the Mackay Central Church over a 
period of four separate events.  They 
were:

• Troy van de Wetering (pictured 
above) - baptised after Pr Simon 
Gigliotti’s Secrets of Prophecy 
Program

• Isabelle McNeill - baptised at 
Eungella by her grandfather, Pr 
Mark McNeill

• Jorja Wilson – baptised at Mega 
Maggie Camp on Magnetic Island 
by Pr Christos Spero

• Nathan Glossop (pictured above), 
Chetonia Tagaloa (pictured above 
right), and Osea Uluiviti (pictured 
below left) - baptised by Pr Ragoso 
Tagaloa after a Revelation of Hope 
Prophecy Seminar

These candidates were officially 
welcomed into church membership 
together at a special celebration day 
which included a fellowship lunch.
The Revelation of Hope Prophecy 
Seminar was held at the church from 
3rd September to 1st October by Pr 
Tagaloa. It ran for a total of 12 meetings 
over a four week period.  The meetings 

were a blessing to both church 
members and those attending from the 
community.
As an outreach to the community, 
the Mackay ADRA Op Shop hosted 
a Free Community Brekky on 6th 
November which ran from 8-10am.  
There were marquees set up in front of 
the shop where the public could enjoy 
the breakfast, socialise with church 
members and browse at the book 
display set up by the Adventist Book 
Centre. The event was well supported 
and created an awareness of the work 
that ADRA does in the community.

Outreach MACKAY CENTRAL CHURCH

Baptism MT ISA CHURCH
Mt Isa Church celebrated a high day 
on Sabbath, November 5 as they 
witnessed the baptism of three young 
people that they have been nurturing 
in their spiritual walk over the past 
few years. Kuda Tagwi, Gabrielle 
Howse and Alecia Rayner have been 
studying with Pr Musu Amuimuia and 
Pr Dana Howard whilst he was the 
Youth Director of our Conference and 

made the decision to be baptised at 
the conclusion of the Message of Hope 
Prophecy Seminar. Twelve people from 
the community who had been attending 
the program also made a commitment 
to be baptised and will continue with 
bible studies in preparation for baptism 
in 2017. Kuda, Gabrielle and Alecia 
were baptised by Pr Musu and Pr Dana 
during the church service.

Thursday Island Church on Wednesday 
afternoon, October 19th, 2016, 
welcomed Cysseria Tambo into 
Fellowship. It was a special time for 
Cissy, as her friend Paula Nelio was 
visiting from New Zealand. Paula and 
Tom where instrumental in introducing 
her to the Adventist Church and taking 
her through Bible studies. Cissy and 

her children have been attending the 
Thursday Island Church for a number 
of years and her commitment and stand 
for Jesus was very special event for 
the members here. The baptism was 
followed by a fellowship dinner, where 
she was officially welcomed, at a Prayer 
meeting evening. A blessed time was 
had by all. 

Baptism THURSDAY ISLAND CHURCH

A group of friends from the 
Cairns Church enjoyed an 
evening out to celebrate the 
birthdays of Penny Rowley, 
Carol Leggett, and the 71st 
Birthday of Ken Brown and the 
50th Wedding Anniversary of 
Ken and Shirley Brown.

Celebrating CAIRNS CHURCH

In the Community EDMONTON  CHURCH

Edmonton Adventist Church held a face 
painting stall at the All Blacks Football 
Carnival at Gordonvale. Edmonton are 
fortunate to have some talented face 
painters and it was a great way to meet 
the community. They had been invited 
by the Cairns Early Years Learning 
Benevolent society as one of their 
leaders is an Adventist and they worked 
together in the one stall.
Edmonton Church hope to use their 
talents to be able to work at other 
community functions in the future.

Last Empire CAIRNS CHURCH

Cairns Church has been running 
The Last Empire Campaign since 
9 August 2016. It kicked off at the 
Rydges Esplanade Resort in Cairns 
and after three nights of presentations 
The Last Empire now runs weekly on 

Wednesday nights at Cairns church. 
Some folk have invited their friends and 
family and they’ve been coming along. 
Those who had left the church for a 
while have returned too. What’s really 
exciting is the friends of the Literature 
Evangelists have been attending the 
The Last Empire programs as well. 
They received a simple invitation to 
come and see and they came through 
the doors to hear and listen of Christ’s 
love through prophecy. After presenting 
on the topic of the State of the Dead, 

one lady expressed comfort in knowing 
that her 5 year old daughter who fell 
ill and unfortunately passed away at 
such early age will rise again. That 
particular message gave her so much 
encouragement and hope to know 
that when Jesus comes back mother 
and daughter will be reunited. Cairns 
Church will be running The Last Empire 
right through to mid December. Above 
all, six folk have indicated they would 
like to be baptised or rebaptised to walk 
in newness of life with Jesus. 
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God has blessed immensely and our team of LE’s 
excelled their potential beyond expectation.
We achieved the highest increase in sales in the South 
Pacific Division through God’s marvellous grace. 
Thank you team members for your dedication and 
commitment to this vital ministry. Willa (pictured left 
end) was awarded LE who brought the most contacts 
to church and bible study meetings. Sherine (pictured 
third from left) the most improved new LE and Eunice 
(pictured right end) the Team Leader of the year. 
Thank you for your prayers and support.

Eunice Winship 
NAC Team Leader- Literature Evangelists.

L.E. 
CORNER

A Great Year for FNQ

In the last five years, Edmonton Seventh-day Adventist 
Church has seen God’s blessing in a mighty way.  The 
church has had an active presence serving in the community 
through charity work, addiction recovery groups and gospel 
programs.  As a result, the church has seen quite a few 
people choose to follow Jesus through baptism.  A high 
number of people have also joined the congregation through 
transfer.  The leaders are thrilled to see the church family 
expanding.  It means more people to love!
However with that rapid growth 
has come an increasingly serious 
discomfort with the small community 
hall the church has rented for the 
last ten years.  Although being 
a tremendous blessing and very 
inexpensive, Down Park Hall has no 
air-conditioning, insufficient seating 
and less-than-ideal acoustics.  
Unfortunately the church has 
investigated, and there is no more 
suitable premises for rent in the 
township.
The community in Edmonton, just 
south of Cairns, is itself also growing 
rapidly.  In the near future there are 
plans to build a hospital and shopping centres in the area, 
with the township becoming a central business district.  God 
wants the light of His church to shine in this blossoming 
community.
It’s becoming clear that the Edmonton church needs to 
purchase a place of her own.  Members have committed 

to sacrificial giving and the Building Fund has swelled.  
However the need is still greater.  Edmonton church has set 
itself the goal of raising its Building Fund by $30,000 so that 
it can afford a deposit for a suitable property.
The members of this little church are now requesting that 
their brothers and sisters from the sister churches around 
the Conference might pray and ask God if He is moving 
upon their hearts to support the future of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church’s mission in this budgeoning community.

The residents of the township of 
Edmonton are plagued by social 
issues such as domestic violence, 
addiction, homelessness and, sadly, 
a sincere ignorance of the love of 
Jesus.
Is God calling you to contribute 
something towards the spread 
of His message of love in this 
community in these last days, to 
give these hurting people the bread 
of life they so desperately need?
If so, please make arrangements 
with the Conference office at 07 
4779 3988 or go to the egiving 

website at https://egiving.org.au/Edmonton%20SDA%20
Church and contribute to “Edmonton Building Fund”.
Genesis 12:2 says, “...I will bless you,...and you shall be a 
blessing”
Thankyou so much for your prayerful consideration of this 
urgent matter.

EDUCATION

Farewell, and with grateful thanks and appreciation, to: 

Staff Changes 2017

Riverside has had the joy of caring for silk worms this 
term.  Students demonstrated responsibility and care 
while making sure the caterpillars were fed twice a 
day with fresh mulberry leaves.  Students watched 
the caterpillars spin their yellow silk cocoons.  Soon, 
the pretty moths emerged (only God could think this 
life cycle up!), quickly laying eggs in the final hours of 
their lives.  As well as caring for silkworms the Prep 
and Year One class have recently adopted a leafy 
stick insect.  Whilst taking care of the stick insect is 
a lot less demanding than growing silkworms, the 
students have watched her shed layers. As a result, 
they have developed an appreciation for this amazing 
little insect that hides amongst the gum leaves in North 
Queensland.  

Riverside Adventist Christian School

Tanya Wong who has been the Prep 
teacher at Cairns Adventist College for 
the past two years. In that time she has 
ably taught over 25 students, sharing 
with them the love of Jesus. Earlier 
this year she married Eugene (Cairns 
Adventist Church member). They will be 
starting the next chapter of their lives 
down south next year.

Haylee Ryan has taught the Years 5/6 
class since October 2015. She has 
brought lots of enthusiasm and has done 
a great job teaching the biggest class at 
Cairns Adventist College. Earlier this year 
she was engaged and next year will be 
travelling back down to South Queensland 
where she will teach at Gold Coast 
Christian School and be married mid-year. 

Hi, my name is Justin Hunter.  I originally come from Brisbane but have been studying primary 
teaching at Avondale for the past 4 years. I look forward to moving to Cairns and entering into the 
teaching ministry.
My name is Ella Hartigan, soon to be married to Justin Hunter.  I am looking forward to graduating 
from a Bachelor of Education (Primary) at the end of this year and am excited about the journey that 
God has prepared for me. I look forward to joining the Cairns Adventist College team.

Hi, my name is Rosalie Fulwood. I was 
born and grew up in Kingaroy QLD until 
I got married to Noel who was from 
Rockhampton. We have 3 daughters Cara, 
Clair and Tanya. I had been working in 
Child Care until I decided to train as a 
teacher. I have been teaching since 2002, 
spending a large part of this time working 
at Karalundi, WA, as well as other schools 
around Australia. I am looking forward to 
working at Cairns Adventist College.

Hi, my name is Blake and I am excited 
to be joining the Northern Australian 
Conference. I grew up on the NSW/QLD 
border town of Murwillumbah, where the 
majority of my extended family could 
be found within a 2-minute drive. I am 
crazy about the sports of basketball and 
footy and have a passion for working 
with young people. I cannot wait to meet 
you all and to start teaching in the hot 
North QLD sun!!

Welcome, to:

EDMONTON OUTGROWS RENTED HALL: GOD IS BLESSING!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Don’t  Carry Cash?
Pay your tithes and 

offerings online

egiving.org.au
One-off or recurring payments, credit card, 

direct debit or BPAY, no fees


