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About the Waipoua Forest: Kauri Coast
Waipoua, and the adjoining forests of Mataraua & Waima, make up the 
largest remaining tract of native forest in Northland. Most of Northland’s 
ancient forest cover has been lost to saw and fire, plundered for the 
precious timber of the kauri tree or cleared for farmland. However the 
forests are now under the protection of the Department of Conservation. 
Location: Approx 50 km north of Dargaville.

When you stand before the ancient Kauri trees you are in the presence of 
living entities that were mature trees before any human came to these 

shores. The kauri tree is NZ’s largest and most famous native tree.

Short walks

Easy to moderate

Challenging walks

Walks with a difference

Guided walks availableG

1. Waipoua Forest Walk, Kauri Coast
This short walk leads you under the cooling shade of the forest 
canopy to the majestic Tane Mahuta (‘Lord of the Forest’),  New 
Zealand’s largest living kauri tree – over 51 m high with a volume of  
244.5 m³.  According to Maori mythology Tane is the son of Ranginui 
the sky father and Papatuanuku the earth mother. Tane was the 
child that tore his parents’ parental embrace and once done set 
about clothing his mother in the forest we have here today.  All living 
creatures of the forest are regarded as Tane’s children.
Return Time: 10 minutes
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2. Te Matua Ngahere, Kauri Coast 
‘Te Matua Ngahere’ (Father of the Forest) – the second largest living 
kauri tree in New Zealand. He is also noted as being the oldest out of 
the two largest living kauri trees and is estimated to be between 2000 
and 4000 years old. The tree’s girth is almost 16 ½ metres high. From 
the car park a track meanders through native bush to a central point 
from which you can access Te Matua Ngahere, plus the Yakas track.
Return Time: 40 minutes

G

               3. The Yakas Walk, Kauri Coast
This walk leads through kauri type vegetation to Cathedral Grove (a large group of kauri) and on to the Yakas tree, the 7th 
largest kauri tree in New Zealand. Unlike other large kauri, the boardwalk takes you right up to its trunk so you can hug 
the tree! From the car park, you’ll see a sign for the three walks ‘Yakas’, ‘Te Matua Ngahere’, and ‘Four Sisters’
Return Time: 80 minutes

4. Trounson Kauri Park Loop Track, Kauri Coast
Kauri, taraire, kauri grass, kiekie, ferns, and epiphytes dominate 
the particularly lush vegetation. You can see kukupa by day and, 
with patience, kiwi by night. Fantails, pied tits, morepork and other 
forest birds are also resident, along with New Zealand’s unique 
Kauri snail, a carnivore that feeds mainly on earthworms, slugs 
and soft-bodied insects. You can learn more about Trounson’s 
features through interpretation panels and audio points, which 
add to this easy going track.
Return Time: 40 minutes

About Trounson Kauri Park: Kauri Coast
The Trounson Kauri Park scenic reserve 
is a 586-hectare forest reserve restoration 
project. This “mainland island” has a focus 
on learning and enabling the public to enjoy a 
glimpse of Northland kauri forest like it once 
was. The Department of Conservation controls 
predators and browsers such as possums, 
rodents, mustelids & feral cats.  
Location: Approx 40 km north of Dargaville.
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(Photo courtesy of Fullers GreatSights)



The official website for Northland 
www.northlandnz.com
Northland DOC Walks  
http://bit.ly/DOCWalks

8. Tane Moana, Tutukaka Coast
This walk, which takes 4 hours return, forms part of 
the Te Araroa Walkway and follows pathways through 
native forest with gulleys and streams to cross and 
incredible native birdlife to see and hear. It leads to 
the largest kauri tree on the east coast – Tane Moana, 
measuring over 11 metres in circumference, is thought 
to be over 500 years old. This massive tree stands head 
and shoulders above the ridge line and has a boardwalk 
built around him to protect his roots and base.
Return Time: 4 hours

10. Wairere Boulders, Kauri Coast 
www.wairereboulders.co.nz  
Wairere Boulders, located near Horeke in the 
Hokianga, is the unique geomorphic formation of a 
1.6 km long valley with thousands of “fluted” basalt 
boulders thought to be around 2.8m years old. This 
type of fluting occurred thanks to the existence of 
kauri trees releasing tannin into the soil. The sizes of 
the boulders at Wairere are far greater than boulders 
of other valleys formed in a similar way. The valley, 
open as an eco-park, is accessible via a path (featuring 
22 engineered wooden structures which Rita and 
Felix hand built after carting in the materials) leading 
visitors under, around and over the boulders, some up 
to 30m in height and takes guests through rainforest 
and past many native trees, palms and ferns. 
Time: 1 hour (Boulder Walk) for an easy stroll
1 hour additional (Platform Track)

11. Gumdiggers Buried Forest Park, Top of the North
This is an authentic Kauri gum digging site which has remained untouched since the holes were dug almost one hundred 
years ago. A mix of Maori, early European and in particular Dalmatian people formed this gum digging culture which 
provided the basis for one of the biggest industrial booms in New Zealand’s past. Artefacts, equipment and recreated 
shelters are on display along the walks, plus remnants of ancient kauri trees which were buried over 100,000 years ago.
Time: Approx 1 hour to explore the park

9. Hidden Walks, Ngawha Springs, Mid North 
www.hiddenwalks.com 
A little known geothermal valley adjacent to the Ngawha 
Hot Springs that has remained virtually untouched for over 
100 years. It was mined to extract red Cinnabar which was 
used to make mercury and was later abandoned. The walk 
includes the abandoned ruins of the mercury plant. This 
area once saw groves of magnificent Kauri forests, now 
torn and snapped like match sticks and buried in shallow 
graves by a volcanic eruption thousands of years ago. 
These kauri remnants have been preserved by the minerals 
in the ground. Among the kauri are bubbling pools of mud, 
coloured streams and springs – you can even taste pure 
soda water straight from the ground. This unique guided 
walk is on private property, takes about 90 mins and is by 
appointment only to protect the unique geothermal area.
Return Time: 90 minutes (Guided Only)

7. AH Reed Kauri Park, Whangarei
There’s a network of walking tracks in this scenic 
reserve just minutes from the city centre. One of the 
shorter walks is the Canopy Track with a walkway that 
leads over the Wai Koromiko Stream for a great bird’s 
eye view of the kauri forest with trees up to 500 years 
old. The boardwalk is literally amongst the trees! The 
walk between the Park and the waterfall follows the 
Hatea River which has many fresh water swimming 
holes. This is an easy walk, with some short steep 
climbs, that is suitable for all ages and takes around 
40 minutes return. The picturesque waterfall is a 
23.8m cascading gem which falls over a basalt lava 
flow formed more than two million years ago.
Return Time: 40 minutes

About Puketi Forest: Bay of Islands
Puketi Forest is an ancient kauri (Agathis australis) 
forest located near Kerikeri. With the Omahuta 
Forest it forms one of the largest contiguous tracts 
of native forest in Northland. It has 15,000 hectares 
(37,000 acres) of kauri, podocarp and hardwood 
trees and a rich diversity, including hundreds of 
recorded species of plants, some of which are 
found nowhere else in the world. 
Location: Approx 30 minutes from Kerikeri

About Kauri Walks: With a difference
You won’t see any “living” Kauri trees on these walks, 
but you will see fossilised Kauri up to 100,000 years old 
or walk through valleys with features that were only 
formed due to the presence of these special trees.

5. Manginangina Kauri Walk, Puketi Forest
The boardwalk, just north of the Puketi Recreation 
Area, winds through a mature stand of kauri and 
swamp forest. It’s a track that is suitable for all ages 
and fitness levels including wheelchairs. Interpretive 
panels assist with the understanding and enjoyment 
of this special forest ecosystem. Guided day and 
night forest walks are also available in this forest.
Return Time: 15 minutes
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6. Oromahoe Road Traverse, Bay of Islands
The track follows a ridgeline through regenerating 
hardwood & podocarp forest, linking Oromahoe Road 
in Opua with School Road in Paihia. Along the way 
there are some spectacular sea views over the top of 
the Russell Peninsula, the inner Bay of Islands and out 
as far as the Cape Brett Peninsula. This is a 2 ½ hour 
walk one way but a shorter walk can be made from the 
Paihia end to a strategic look-out point in the forest.
Return Time: 5 hours

NOTE: Kauri roots are extremely sensitive to trampling. On many tracks, steps 
have been taken to protect the delicate root structure of the kauri and prevent 
the spread of kauri dieback disease. Stay on the tracks at all times to ensure 
no damage is done to these magnificent trees. www.kauridieback.co.nz 


