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Welcome! 

The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter future 

for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries that make 

a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent  

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical North Queensland and proximity to 

neighbouring countries in the Pacific and Southeast Asia offers unique 

opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 

brighter, more equitable and enriching future for its peoples. The Institute is 

committed to understanding and informing critical processes of social and 

environmental transformation in the tropics.  

As the world’s tropical zones face immense social, economic and 

environmental challenges, the Institute aims to provide innovative research 

with local, national and global applications. The Institute’s core business of 

research, training and dialogue is embedded in commitments to excellence, 

social justice and engagement with the societies in which we work. Our 

unique profile is built on the following key concerns:  

 Creativity and innovation 

 Cultural & linguistic transformations 

 Indigenous futures 

 Social & environmental justice 

 Sustainable development  
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There is an important role here for researchers in the 

analysis of government policies and programs. We ought to 

be pointing out the omissions, the contradictions, the 

unknowns, and the opportunities to do things differently.  

We do a lot of good things in the Cairns Institute (as 

evidenced by the activities featured in this newsletter). But 

we also need to reflect regularly on our priorities and 

practices in education and research. We need to ask whether 

we could do more to foster inclusive and safe communities in 

our region.  

As always, your thoughts, feedback and participation in that 

enterprise are very welcome. 

Release by the Commonwealth of its annual Closing the Gap 

report raises important questions for research institutions. 

Once again, little progress has been demonstrated against 

key targets and government has been the focus of criticism.  

Closing the Gap is full of statements about the causes of 

Indigenous disadvantage that are true to a point. Of course, 

comparatively poor education and employment outcomes 

contribute to the over-representation of Indigenous 

Australians in the criminal justice system which contributes, 

in turn, to gaps in health, life expectancy, and so on. Of 

course, these indicators converge in a vicious cycle of 

disadvantage. But this is not the full story. And the cycle will 

not be broken if it is treated as the full story. 

Take incarceration. Nearly twice as many Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people were imprisoned in 2017 than in 

2007, along with nearly 50% more non-Indigenous people, 

yet crime rates over the same period remained relatively 

steady. The fact that we are locking more people up in 

Australia reflects no objective increase in criminal activity, 

and neither is it acting as an effective deterrent to criminal 

activity.  

Community safety represents an important and complex 

policy challenge. Fear of crime and violence is not to be 

dismissed. Indeed, it is worth remembering that over-

representation of Indigenous Australians among the victims 

of crime is itself implicated in the cycle of disadvantage. In 

fashioning a response, however, we need to bear in mind 

that simply putting more Indigenous people behind bars 

every year acts against the goal of ‘closing the gap’. 

From the Director 

Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie 
Director 
The Cairns Institute 

Caption Rusty Stewart | flic.kr/p/7PubCk 
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However, not all of Riccardo’s research is centred on the 

labour market. He has, among others, collaborated with: 

(1) JCU colleague Professor Natalie Stoeckl in the area of 

environmental economics, specifically using non-market 

valuation techniques to estimate the intangible value of 

river systems in Australia’s north; (2) Professor Ryan Daniel 

and Associate Professor Katja Fleischmann, exploring the 

impediments the commercially oriented part of the 

creative industries face in Townsville, possibly obstructing 

the sector’s role in developing the Townsville economy; (3) 

Professor Sue McGinty, Professor Brian Lewthwaite and 

Professor Hurriyet Babacan on an Australian research 

Council (ARC) Linkage grant on the value of flexible 

learning options to re-engage disenfranchised youth—

specifically identifying and valuing the changes in life 

trajectories that may result from re-engagement; (4) 

Professor Helene Marsh, Associate Professor Alastair 

Birtles, Associate Professor Mark Hamann and Dr Putu 

Mustika on the sustainability of dolphin watching 

industries in South-East Asia.  

Besides research, Riccardo has conducted several 

consultancy projects while at JCU, for the Australian 

Defence Organisation, Townsville Enterprise, Advance 

Cairns and Townsville City Council.  

In his time at JCU, Riccardo has gained academic 

promotion in 2010 to senior lecturer and 2016 to associate 

professor, was the head of the economics discipline at JCU 

between 2012 and 2014 and has lectured and continues to 

lecture a broad range of subjects both at undergraduate 

and postgraduate level including ‘Economic Growth and 

Sustainable Development’ and ‘Behavioural Economics for 

Sustainable Policy’. Riccardo currently also (co-)supervises 

five PhD students.  

Riccardo Welters: Theme Leader for Sustainable Development 

The Institute recently rationalised the number of research 

themes from eight to five and appointed new theme leaders. 

Associate Professor Riccardo Welters is the new theme leader 

for Sustainable Development. 

Riccardo grew up in the narrowest part of the Netherlands, 

where a 5 km walk to the east and a 5 km walk to the west 

would get you in Germany and Belgium, respectively. 

Number crunching was his passion as a kid; Maastricht 

University was the place to put that into practice and where 

he completed a Bachelor/Master in Economics, spending a 

semester at the University of Trento in Italy. 

On completion, Riccardo worked for the Research Centre for 

Education and the Labour Market at Maastricht University, 

studying young people’s transition from school to work. He 

started his PhD in economics at Maastricht University in 

2000, studying the persistence of long-term unemployment 

and specifically employers’ contribution to the difficulty of 

the long-term unemployed to (re)gain employment. 

At the completion of his PhD in 2005, Riccardo moved to 

Newcastle, New South Wales. He did postdoctoral research 

at the Centre of Full Employment and Equity (CofFEE) at the 

University of Newcastle for two and a half years. At CofFEE, 

Riccardo furthered his research on social disadvantage in the 

labour market. Importantly, adding the relevance of space in 

explaining labour market outcomes. 

From Newcastle, Riccardo accepted a lecturer position in 

economics at JCU’s Townsville campus. Labour market 

outcomes remain his main research focus, studying drivers of 

long-term unemployment, those in vulnerable employment 

positions (e.g., casual employment and involuntary part time 

employment) and their chances to gain more secure 

employment and the effects of financial pressure (e.g., 

enforced through compliance requirements) on job search 

behaviour and success of the unemployed. 

Riccardo Welters 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/themes/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/themes/
https://jcu.me/riccardo.welters
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/sustainable-development/
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Michelle Dyer, JCU Anthropology PhD graduate, has moved 

with her research from the tropics to the Arctic. In February 

2017 Michelle became a Post-doctoral fellow with the 

Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC) at Stockholm University, 

Sweden.  

Michelle is working on Stockholm Resilience Centre’s 

Guidance for resilience in the Anthropocene (GRAID) 

program, researching interactions between gender relations, 

socio-ecological resilience and development. The GRAID is 

funded by the Swedish International Development Agency. It 

aims to bridge the world of resilience thinking and 

development practice.   

Michelle now works with a large team of researchers from 

diverse countries and disciplines. The SRC fosters a highly 

collaborative and intellectually stimulating environment. 

Michelle brings anthropological perspectives, ethnographic 

research methods and feminist theory to wider research 

concerns and discussions about the future of humanity from 

global to local scales in a rapidly changing world. 

Michelle’s PhD, Men bathe upstream, women bathe 

From the Tropics to the Arctic 

downstream: Gender, natural resource management and 

development in rural Solomon Islands, focused on the 

discourses of gender in international development and their 

interaction with gender relations in forestry on customary 

land in the Solomon Islands. She spent 12 months in rural 

Solomon Islands between 2012 and 2015, with 7 month’s 

continuous residence in one village in 2013. She was 

awarded her PhD in November 2016. 

Michelle was awarded the Dean’s award for excellence in 

higher degree research for demonstrated excellence in the 

completion of her Doctor of Philosophy in 2017 and in 2018 

Michelle will be dividing her time between Australia and 

Sweden; moving between tropical summers and Arctic 

winters. She will have a presence at JCU Townsville as an 

adjunct researcher, and also collaborating with JCU 

researchers. 

Contact details: michelle.dyer@su.se  

Photo below from Michelle’s PhD fieldwork and see story in 

the July 2016 issue of our newsletter. 

Michelle Dyer in Sweden 

Solomons fieldwork environment 

http://www.stockholmresilience.org/
http://graid.earth/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/49574/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/49574/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/49574/
mailto:michelle.dyer@su.se
http://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/os-data-2/tci-jcu-edu-au/documents/tci_newsletter_july2016.pdf
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Chiquitano is spoken in a very wide area, and there are 

many dialectal variations which are hardly investigated. In 

his fieldwork Luca cooperated with Mario Arrien, a leading 

Bolivian anthropologist, who spent years among the 

Chiquitano. Mario Arrien is a scholar who works for the 

Bolivian wood company Industria Maderera San Luis S.R.L., 

which supported the project as part of its social 

responsibility commitment.  

The first place of the travel was San Javierito, a Chiquitano 

community in the Municipality of San Ignacio de Velasco, a 

former Jesuit Mission. San Javierito still preserves many 

traditions of the Jesuit period, carefully documented by 

Mario Arrien. The Chiquitano dialect spoken here is the 

same spoken in the close San Ignacio the Velasco, 

characterised by its magnificent Jesuit temple.  

Since there are no school materials in the local Chiquitano 

dialect, Luca, along with his main consultant, created a 

basic dictionary of Chiquitano so it can be used in local 

schools to teach the language.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Anno Domini 1691. The Jesuits founded a mission in the 

wild tropical lowlands of South-Eastern Bolivia. The area is 

inhabited by many different ethnic groups, the main of 

which are the Chiquitos, later designated as Chiquitano. 

The Jesuits will found 10 other settlements, the so-called 

Missions of Chiquitos, until their expulsion in 1767. The 

missions flourish and the Jesuits build beautiful churches.  

The Chiquitano language, which fascinates the Jesuits for 

its complexity, is chosen as the official language: it is the 

language of the evangelisation and in this cultural 

environment Chiquitano is on the point of developing into 

a literary language. It is also the language of  

many of the lyrics of the baroque music composed in the 

missions.  

When the Jesuits left, the missions lived a long period of 

crisis, but the Chiquitano people, their language and 

culture survived with tenacity. Now the Jesuit Missions of 

Chiquitos are in the UNESCO World Heritage List and the 

Chiquitano are one of the third indigenous ethnicity of 

Bolivia, with about 145,000 people in 2012. The Chiquitano 

language (aka Bésɨro) was recently declared one of the 

official languages of Bolivia, but it is seriously endangered, 

with no more than 5,000 speakers, mostly old people.  

In May 2016, Luca Ciucci, Research Fellow at the Language 

and Culture Research Centre, under the supervision of 

Distinguished Professor Alexandra Aikhenvald and 

Professor Bob Dixon, began a documentation of the 

language with the intention to help in the efforts to 

revitalise the language, to study its evolution from the 

18th century until now and its contact with the other 

surrounding languages.  

Chiquitano (Bésɨro): Documenting an endangered language of South-
Eastern Bolivia 

L-R: Luca Ciucci doing fieldwork with Don Jacinto Chuvé Pessoa in Lomerío 

Traditional Chiquitano house | Photo Mario Arrien  

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/researchers/luca-ciucci/
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The travel continued then to the Native Community Land 

of Lomerío, a territory only held by the Chiquitano people 

(aka Monkóx here) and characterised by many 

communities on enchanting hills. There, apart from 

investigating the local variety of the language, Luca and 

Mario helped the local leaders in developing a project at a 

technical institute in the area, in order to integrate 

technical subjects with the local language and traditions.  

The old missions of Concepción and San Javier were the 

final destinations of this first fieldwork on Chiquitano, and 

in July 2017 Luca headed to Paraguay in order to work with 

Chamacoco, a Zamucoan language Luca has been working 

with since 2009. In Paraguay Luca also presented his first 

book (Inflectional morphology in the Zamucoan 

languages), for which he was interviewed by the 

Paraguayan Public TV. This could look unrelated to 

Chiquitano, but the Zamucoan people are part of those 

neighbouring populations steadily in contact with the 

Chiquitano, whose interactions Luca is also investigating. 

Indeed the linguistic documentation of Zamucoan begins in 

(Continued from page 5) 

Chiquitano (Bésɨro): Documenting an endangered language of South-
Eastern Bolivia cont. 

the multicultural Missions of Chiquitos, where Zamucoan 

people were the largest ethnic minority.  

In the coming years Luca will return to South America in 

order to continue the fieldwork with Chiquitano and 

Zamucoan. Documenting these languages and comparing the 

data with those from historical sources means not only to 

study the past of these populations, but also to contribute to 

a future in which they can preserve their identity and their 

language, which in the case of Chiquitano is part of the 

immaterial cultural heritage of the utopian and fascinating 

Missions of Chiquitos. 

Luca Ciucci is a Postdoctoral Research Associate at the 

College of Arts, Society & Education. 

The Jesuit Church of San Javier  

Feast of the Patron Saint in San Javierito | Photo Mario Arrien  

Don José Macoñó Tomichá, first choirmaster of San Javierito, with the musical 

group of the Concil of the Elders  | Photo:Mario Arrien  

Town of Concepción  

https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/46489/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/46489/
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Chris Walsh: Theme Leader for Social and Environmental Justice 
Chris was born in Brooklyn, New York and grew up on the 

Jersey Shore. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from 

Rutgers University and then commenced his Master of 

Science for Teachers at Pace University in New York City.  

Upon graduation, Chris secured his first job as a bilingual 

Spanish and TESOL teacher at Dr Sun Yat Sen Middle School 

in NYC’s Chinatown where he worked from 1994-1999. At 

the same time he began studying for his Master of Education 

at Teachers College, Columbia University. In 1999, Chris 

began his doctorate, also at Teachers College, with 

supervisors Nancy Lesko, the Maxine Greene Professor for 

Distinguished Contributions to Education, and Professor 

Janet Miller. Inspired by Professor Greene to always “look at 

things as if they could be otherwise” and use the arts as a 

catalyst to “wide-awakeness”, Chris choose teacher 

education and international development as his calling.  

From 2003-2004 when Chris was writing up his doctoral 

findings, he took up a position as a consultant and textbook 

author for UNICEF as part of a Teachers College project in 

Kabul. In Afghanistan, he worked at the Afghan Ministry of 

Education to co-author two new English language textbooks. 

The project also served as a focal point to engage the 

international community, particularly UNICEF, Teachers 

College, Columbia University, the Afghan government and 

civil society in developing and improving the educational 

system. Simultaneously, Chris also worked for the US 

Department of State providing professional development to 

education academics at Kabul University. 

Chris’s dissertation entitled Re-envisioning adolescent 

literacies in new times: multiliteracies, multimodalities and 

digital technologies, drew heavily on the New London 

Group’s multiliteracies pedagogy as well as leading literacy 

academics in Australia, particularly the work of Professors 

Allan Luke, Peter Freebody and Barbara Kamler. This led him 

to look for a job in Australia as he finalised his doctoral 

thesis, and in 2005, Chris started his university career as a 

Lecturer of Language, Literacy and Educational Studies at 

Deakin University. In 2007, Chris was a Partner Investigator 

on the ARC project, Literacy in the digital world of the 21st 

Century: Learning from computer games. This innovative 

project investigated the ways in which English and literacy 

education might benefit from examining popular digital 

culture, and the ways in which young people make use of it, 

to improve the teaching of print and multimodal forms of 

literacy. It took computer games as examples of global, ICT-

based popular culture, where meaning is built from 

multimodal elements, and where young players have to be 

actively learning and involved in order to play.  

After five years at Deakin, Chris took up the position of 

Senior Lecturer of International Development and Teacher 

Education at the Open University (OU), UK. This new position 

provided him with the opportunity to work on large-scale 

international development projects across education, human 

rights and HIV prevention in developing economies. His work 

began to theorise new ways technology can assist educators 

in designing curriculum and pedagogy relevant to students’ 

lifeworlds. His professional work and research is centred on 

using digital technologies to build institutional capacity for 

training and developing a high-quality teaching workforce in 

countries most hampered by the lack of qualified teachers 

(Afghanistan, Bangladesh and India). Within developed 

contexts, his work leverages the power of digital 

technologies to assist pre-service teachers and practicing 

educators connect their teaching practices to students’ 

lifeworlds by drawing on their individual, family and 

community funds of knowledge (Australia, Austria, Greece, 

USA, and the UK).   

(Continued on page 8) 

Chris Walsh 

http://www.learningfromcomputergames.com/
http://www.learningfromcomputergames.com/
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Chris Walsh: Theme Leader for Social and Environmental Justice cont. 

While at OU, Chris was Chief Investigator with Professor 

Anna Craft on Creative emotional reasoning computational 

tools fostering co-creativity in learning processes (C2Learn), a 

3-year research project (€2,300,000), with 7 consortium 

members funded by the European Commission’s Seventh 

Framework Program (F7P). The project started in 2012 with 

the aim of testing concrete ways in which our current 

understanding of creativity in education and creative 

thinking and technology-enhanced learning tools and digital 

games could be combined to provide young learners and 

their teachers with opportunities for creative learning.   

In 2012 Chris was also on the team that successfully applied 

for a grant, Teacher Education through School-based Support 

in India (TESS-India), funded by the UK’s Department for 

International Development (DfID), India (£10 million). TESS-

India is led by The Open University and Save The Children 

India. It is a multilingual teacher professional development 

program that supports India’s national educational policy by 

enhancing the classroom practice of primary and secondary 

school teachers through the provision of freely available, 

adaptable Open Educational Resources (OERs). The OERs 

focus on the development of pedagogic practices in relation 

to language and literacy, science, maths, and English. Each 

unit includes case studies, readings, reflective tasks, and 

opportunities to apply and refine these practices in the 

classroom. The units are complemented by authentic videos 

of other Indian teachers employing new practices with their 

own students. 

After getting married in late 2013, Chris and his partner 

decided to relocate back to Australia from the UK. In 2014, 

Chris was appointed the inaugural Director of Education 

Programs at Torrens University in Adelaide. In this role he 

collaborated to launch Australia’s first new university in 20 

(Continued from page 7) years. He also co-designed, co-implemented and co-launched 

three new education courses. In 2016, Chris took up the 

position of Professor of Education at JCU, and in 2017 was 

appointed the Social and Environmental Justice Theme 

Leader for The Cairns Institute.  

Chris is also actively engaged in pro bono work, and since 

2010, he has served as the Co-Director of Bridges Across 

Borders South East Asia Clinical Legal Education Initiative 

(BABSEACLE). In this role he works to help establish, 

strengthen and support university-based and community-

based Clinical Legal Education (CLE) programs. BABSEACLE’s 

CLE programs work to improve access to justice across 

Southeast Asia by educating the social justice, pro bono 

champions of tomorrow as they serve the legal needs of 

marginalised communities. In January 2018, he was the 

partner investigator on a large grant awarded to BABSEACLE 

entitled Strengthening university CLE externships and 

community teaching programmes in Myanmar. The project 

(€299,990) is funded by the European Commission, 

Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI).   

Chris has also worked comprehensively with HIV prevention, 

care and support community-based organisations in 

Thailand. Through funding from the Australian Federation of 

AIDS Organsiations (AFAO) and the AIDS Research 

Foundation (amFAR), Chris led the production of a number of 

animations for use in peer-based online and mobile HIV 

prevention programs. To date, these animations have been 

viewed online over 10 million times.  

Chris is the chief investigator, partner investigator or 

applicant on world-leading research and professional 

development projects funded by the European Commission, 

DfID, the Australian Research Council (ARC), the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP), amfAR, AFAO and 

the Spencer Foundation, totalling more than AUD$26 million.  

Norwood Themes | unsplash.com/photos/ubIWo074QlU 

http://www.c2learn.eu/
http://www.tess-india.edu.in/
http://www.babseacle.org/
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Sean is an all-round contributor to Australian archaeology: 

he has already been recognised for his Excellence in 

Indigenous Engagement; he is an outstanding researcher; 

he is a highly regarded teacher and mentor; and he has 

contributed widely to the discipline and to this Association. 

Sean is a most worthy recipient of the Rhys Jones Medal 

for 2017.” 

Text above courtesy the Australian Archaeological 

Association website.  

  

Sean Ulm awarded Rhys Jones Medal for Outstanding Contribution to 
Australian Archaeology 

Professor Sean Ulm, Cairns Institute Theme leader for 

Cultural & Linguistic Transformations, was awarded the Rhys 

Jones Medal for Outstanding Contribution to Australian 

Archaeology in a ceremony in Melbourne in December 2017. 

The Rhys Jones Medal is the highest award offered by the 

Australian Archaeological Association. It was established in 

honour of Rhys Jones (1941-2001) to mark his enormous 

contribution to the development and promotion of 

archaeology in Australia. The Medal is presented annually to 

an individual who has made an outstanding and sustained 

contribution to the field. 

The text below describes why Sean was awarded this medal. 

“Sean Ulm is an archaeologist whose research is at the 

forefront of human-environmental studies in Australian 

archaeology.  He works closely with Traditional Owners and 

with researchers in cognate disciplines to build holistic and 

polyvocal explanations of the archaeological record.  The 

originality and innovation of Ulm’s work has led to global 

research alliances and recognition, as well as numerous 

grants, prizes and awards.  Sean has an impressive 

publication record and a long list of successful grants to his 

name, but Sean is to be most strongly acknowledged for his 

enormous contribution to the archaeology discipline 

generally.  Sean almost single-handedly turned Australian 

Archaeology into the outstanding flagship journal it is today; 

he has been a driving force behind ANCATL and the work to 

benchmark Australian archaeology on the world stage; at 

JCU he has established a new research strength centred on 

tropical archaeology and contributed in senior leadership 

roles as Deputy Director of the Centre for Tropical 

Environmental and Sustainability Science; and he sits on the 

ARC College of Experts … amongst many other things. 

Caption 

Professor Sean Ulm 

Professor Sean Ulm in the field 2014 

https://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au/awards/rhys-jones-medal/
https://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au/awards/rhys-jones-medal/


  Page 10 

Armstrong will remain on the CAHA board and as a 

consultant on CAHA projects. 

President of CAHA, Dr Peter Sainsbury, said the CAHA Board 

was pleased to secure Simon for the role. 

“CAHA has developed into an internationally significant 

organisation, leading policy development globally on the 

issue of climate change and health, and helping to catalyse 

change towards low carbon, environmentally responsible 

healthcare in Australia and New Zealand.” 

Simon’s appointment heralds an evolution and maturation of 

the organisation, and comes at an exciting time in terms of 

opportunities to expand CAHA’s reach and impact.”   

Dr Sainsbury said the Board and CAHA Members 

acknowledged the tireless contribution made by Fiona 

Armstrong in helping to establish and lead the organisation 

since 2010.  

“Fiona has made an incredible contribution to Australia’s 

efforts to combat climate change, particularly in the health 

sector. Her skills, influence and achievements have been very 

appropriately acknowledged in awards she has received from 

Westpac/Australian Financial Review and the Australian 

Public Health Association. The Board is delighted that CAHA 

will continue to have access to her expertise. 

Mr Towle said he was pleased to accept the position and 

looked forward to working with CAHA’s members, and 

extensive network of partners and stakeholders, in further 

developing CAHA’s influence and effectiveness as an agent 

for change.  

Media enquiries:  Dr Peter Sainsbury  

M: 0407 103 084  | E: president@caha.org.au 

The Climate and Health Alliance has announced the 

appointment of Cairns Institute Adjunct Research Fellow 

Simon Towle as its new Executive Director, effective 15th 

January 2018. 

Simon will replace CAHA Founder and Executive Director 

Fiona Armstrong who has led the organisation since its 

establishment in 2010. 

Simon brings diverse credentials and considerable 

experience to the position, having previously been the CEO 

of Gunggandji Aboriginal Corporation in Yarrabah; Regional 

Manager, Cape York Peninsula, for Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park Authority; a Principal at Department of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Partnerships (DATSIP); Project 

Coordinator for the Sepik Community Landcare Program; and 

Director of Conservation for the World Wide Fund for Nature

-NZ (WWF-NZ). He has extensive research and field 

experience in Cape York and the Torres Strait, Papua New 

Guinea, New Zealand and Antarctica. Simon has 

qualifications in environmental science, geography, Antarctic 

and southern oceans ecology, political science, planning and 

environmental law, and journalism.  

He is currently completing a part-time PhD in public health 

with the College of Public Health, Medical and Veterinary 

Science, researching the impact of Alcohol Management 

Plans on the social and emotional well-being of Queensland 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, supervised by 

Professor Alan Clough and Dr Michelle Fitts and Dr Paul 

Lynch.  

Simon will work full time in the CAHA position, and will be 

based initially in Cairns, where he is also chair of Cairns PCYC 

and a director of the Mossman Botanic Gardens. Fiona 

Simon Towle in new role with Climate and Health Alliance  

Simon Towle on Manus Island, Papua New Guinea | CAHA Press Release  

mailto:president@caha.org.au
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for its reuse as an arts space, a caterer who threw a party 

for a celebrity, an artist who attended a workshop learning 

a new technique or someone who had seen their favourite 

band there. Tony felt this great community history and 

connection to place should be recorded while the 

generation that instigated its adaptive reuse were still 

mostly contactable.  

The research process unveiled that Cairns has lost some 

significant heritage buildings in the past such as Cairns 

Yacht Club which had strong social value demonstrated by 

the Cairns community. However, its significance was 

(Continued on page 12) 

Tony is a PhD student with JCU Humanities and Creative 

Arts and supervised by Cairns Institute Fellow, Professor 

Ryan Daniel, as well as Associate Professor Lisa Law and Dr 

Janice Wegner. His PhD examines how conserving social 

and aesthetic values of heritage buildings can also assist to 

conserve a region’s identity. It examines how a community 

has valued local heritage places in the past and how it can 

continue to value and preserve heritage into the future 

through adaptive reuse. It examines how the adaptive 

reuse of heritage buildings for arts and cultural precincts 

conserves and builds social and aesthetic value attached to 

urban heritage and defines a city’s culture and urban 

landscape. 

Tony has a background in the arts having worked many 

years in film and television art departments before 

relocating to Cairns in 2010. He gained a position at The 

Tanks Arts Centre and began a somewhat accidental 

academic journey at JCU. He first came to JCU out of 

curiosity, and finding it was the cut-off that day for 

enrolment, enrolled in Bachelor of Creative Industries, was 

accepted and has never looked back. Tony then moved 

onto honours, Graduate Certificate of Business at UniSA 

and now PhD. Tony is at the stage of having just completed 

confirmation of candidature in October 2017. 

The Tanks Arts Centre was the inspiration for Tony taking 

on a PhD, being inspired by the aesthetic appeal of the 

reused World War II fuel storage facilities set in the lush 

tropical Cairns Botanic Gardens precinct. Over time, 

working with various community groups at the Tanks Arts 

Centre, Tony discovered how many people had an 

attachment to the place: whether that was as an artist who 

welded the impressive entrance gates, a performer who 

had their first gig at Tanks, the councillor who first argued 

PhD student profile: Tony Castles 

The former Cairns Courthouse | environment.ehp.qld.gov.au 

Tony Castles 

http://www.tanksartscentre.com/
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denied by assessors outside of the community and the 

building was demolished losing a part of Cairns’ cultural 

identity. The Rex Theatre was built in 1939, and it was 

identified as having local heritage value and was a remnant 

of cinema architecture in the tropics. It was illegally 

demolished by developers, losing a part of Cairns’ social 

and aesthetic heritage.  

Through the Confirmation of Candidature process the 

project developed and now involves case studies of the 

Tanks Arts Centre, Cairns Centre of Contemporary Arts, 

Cairns Former Courthouse and Cairns School of Arts to 

capture community attitudes toward these heritage 

buildings’ social and aesthetic values currently and in the 

past.  

The research collects qualitative data in the first phase to 

gain insight into the phenomenon. These insights inform a 

set of statements for developing a questionnaire, aiming to 

gain a broad understanding and the common threads of 

the issues from a wide demographic. The analysis of 

questionnaire data informs a predictive scale to measure 

social and aesthetic value as applied to adaptive reuse of 

heritage as arts and cultural centres. The results are 

presented in a framework set by the ‘Trilogy of Cultural 

Values' which forms a triangular relationship between the 

public, policy makers, politicians, and cultural 

professionals, bringing together these values to form a 

way of understanding the relationship and outcomes for 

different stakeholders. 

(Continued from page 11) 

PhD student profile: Tony Castles cont. 

Tony’s research aims to identify how to best inform urban 

planners and developers about the value of conserving built 

heritage that has social and aesthetic value through adaptive 

reuse. The findings from the research aims to be included in 

Cairns Regional Council’s proposed research project ‘State of 

the Arts in Cairns’ to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness 

of the Cairns Regional Council’s Cultural Strategy. The 

predictive scale aims to become an instrument that can be 

used in the assessment of social and aesthetic values 

attached to heritage buildings in many settings.  

The Tanks Arts Centre| Clint Budd |flic.kr/p/CLf78r 

Interior of The Tanks Arts Centre 
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In the CRCNA role, Allan will assist the CRCNA Board and 

their CEO, Jed Matz, to maximise the impact of the CRCNA 

and its investments. He will establish and maintain cohesive 

advisory arrangement with the Board and CEO, and 

represent the CRCNA in strategically important policy, 

planning and advisory committees and processes. Allan will 

also frame and support the progression of commissioned 

knowledge brokerage and research of strategic importance 

to the Board, utilising his extensive industry and community 

research linkages and networks to identify and attract high 

impact project proposals. 

Allan will also continue his role with The Cairns Institute as 

Professor of Tropical Regional Development for the 

remaining two days per week, but has decided (for time 

reasons) not to continue as the Chair of Regional 

Development Australia FNQ&TS.  

In October 2017 Professor Allan Dale was appointed as 

Advisor – Strategy and Research Impact for the Cooperative 

Research Centre for Developing Northern Australia (CRCNA) 

for 3 days per week until September 2020.  

The CRCNA will be investing $75m of Commonwealth funds 

over the next ten years to support industry-led research 

collaborations to develop new technologies, products and 

services which address industry issues in Northern Australia. 

The investment will focus on three areas: 

 Agriculture and food 

 Tropical health service delivery 

 Traditional Owner led business development. 

The CRCNA is a core element of the White paper on 

developing Northern Australia which was released in 2015. 

Allan has a deep connection and long interest and in the 

development of northern Australia—see the 2014 paper by 

Allan and colleagues Andrew Campbell (CDU), Michael 

Douglas (CDU), Alistar Robertson (UWA), Ruth Wallace 

(CDU), and Peter Davies (UWA)  From myth to reality: New 

pathways for northern development, and also Allan’s 2014 

book, Beyond the north-south culture wars: Reconciling 

northern Australia’s recent past with its future.  

Allan Dale in new role with CRCNA 

twistedFrog | pixabay.com/photo-1518291 

SamCurry | pixabay.com/photo-744290 

http://www.crcna.com.au/about/
http://www.crcna.com.au/about/
http://northernaustralia.gov.au/sites/prod.office-northern-australia.gov.au/files/files/NAWP-FullReport.pdf
http://northernaustralia.gov.au/sites/prod.office-northern-australia.gov.au/files/files/NAWP-FullReport.pdf
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/33823/7/Defining%20the%20North%20Final.pdf
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/33823/7/Defining%20the%20North%20Final.pdf
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/32852/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/32852/
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Ethnobotany—saving ancient Indigenous knowledge by 

recording, documenting and protecting cultural traditions 

of plant use for medicine, bush tucker and other purposes 

Gerry Turpin is a Mbabaram Traditional Owner and the 

only formally trained Indigenous ethnobotanist in 

Australia. In 2013 he was the winner of the Deadly Award 

for Science.  

Gerry started his career with a scientific assistant 

traineeship for 12 months. He went on to complete a 

Bachelor of Science/Botany Degree as a mature age 

student at the University of Queensland and acquired a 

position as a botanist . He has worked on a Queensland 

vegetation survey and a regional ecosystem mapping 

project of the Channel County. Gerry now manages JCU’s 

Tropical Indigenous Ethnobotany Centre at the Australian 

Tropical Herbarium (ATH), a joint venture between the 

Department of the Environment, JCU and CSIRO. 

In 2010 the Tropical Indigenous Ethnobotany Centre (TIEC) 

was formed after a workshop with Traditional Owners 

(TOs) and interested parties. TIEC is based in the ATH and 

its work is grouped under 1. Research; 2. Training & 

education; 3. Intellectual property, protocols and 

agreements; and 4. Collating of existing data and 

collections. 

TIEC has already assisted more than 40 ranger and 

Indigenous Owner organisations recording, documenting, 

protecting and managing their cultural knowledge on the 

use of plants. All information is recorded and given back to 

the TOs. 

Gerry’s work is vital in preserving Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge (TEK) and Indigenous Biocultural Knowledge 

(IBK). As Elders pass away, their knowledge and skills need 

to be passed down to younger generations, and this is 

acknowledged by the Intergovernmental Platform on 

Gerry Turpin profile: Ethnobotany = Plants + People + Culture 

Biodiversity and Ecosystems Services (IPBES) which aims 

to: help reduce the gaps in knowledge on declining 

biodiversity and actions to reverse trends; identify gaps in 

knowledge; support policy; and build capacity to support 

the interface between policy and knowledge. 

In Australia, Gerry’s work is guided by the Environment 

Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth), the 

Native Title Act 1993, as well as various programs including 

the Indigenous Land & Sea Ranger Program and Caring for 

our Country. 

A major challenge Gerry faces in his work is straddling 

different knowledge systems—Western science which is a 

systematic approach designed to answer questions, and 

the Indigenous Biocultural Knowledge that includes 

spiritual aspects, creation stories and cultural beliefs. 

“In Africa, when an old man dies, it’s a library 

burning” (Amadou Hampâté Bâ (1901-1991), a Malian 

writer and ethnologist, UNESCO, 1960. 

Gerry was a keynote speaker at the Fourteenth 

International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, 

Economic & Social Sustainability in Cairns in January 2018. 

View Gerry’s 2016 TEDxJCUCairns talk held at the Institute 

and a 2017 video about his work with the Mbabaram 

people to preserve Indigenous ecological knowledge. 

Gerry Turpin 

Gerry in India  

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/a-deadly-ethnobotanist/5022752
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/a-deadly-ethnobotanist/5022752
http://www.ipbes.net/
http://www.ipbes.net/
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/community/about-rangers/
http://www.nrm.gov.au/news-and-resources/resources/previous-programmes
http://www.nrm.gov.au/news-and-resources/resources/previous-programmes
http://onsustainability.com/2018-conference
http://onsustainability.com/2018-conference
http://onsustainability.com/2018-conference
file:///C:/Users/jc204187/Documents/Adobehttps:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=hE7KKBC1vMM&feature=youtu.be&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rMz3FtcXoeQDhylP5jcfBlB
https://youtu.be/p7w8D4Y7Nn0
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We are pleased to share our findings in our most recent 

publication, Gauging the value of education for 

disenfranchised youth—Flexible learning options, now 

available from Brill | Sense Publishers. 

Joseph Thomas is a PhD Candidate with the College of 

Business, Law & Governance and his supervisors are 

Associate Professor Riccardo Welters, College of Business, 

Law & Governance and Cairns Institute Theme Leader for 

Sustainable Development, and Professor Brian Lewthwaite, 

Cairns Institute Research Fellow. 

 

Each year in Australia, over 70,000 highly disadvantaged 

young people attend flexible learning options (FLOs). These 

programs are critical in helping disengaged young people 

stay in education, get vocational training and transition into 

employment. With the support of an Australian Research 

Council (ARC) Linkage grant, our team set out to articulate 

the value of these programs to disenfranchised young 

people and the broader Australian community. 

But what comprises value? Economists typically estimate 

returns to schooling by calculating the average impact of 

high school completion on an individual’s future earnings. 

We tend to group everyone together, generating some 

abstract notion of the ‘average’ Australian. But when we do 

that, we forget the odds are stacked against a vast number 

of young people. Beyond wages, what is the opportunity to 

re-engage in education really worth to a struggling teenage 

mother or a recently incarcerated young person? 

To understand the value of educational re-engagement, we 

need to understand what leads young people to the cusp of 

dropping out and, importantly, how they overcome. After 

all, economics isn’t really about money; it’s about the 

choices we make when faced with limited options. The 

station we’re born into—the challenges we face from our 

earliest days—shape the choices we can make and our 

chances of success in life. Where education is uncritically 

held up as society’s great equaliser, we obscure the 

importance of social welfare, health, and security. In other 

words, we wrongly place the onus of poverty on young 

people, instead of the systems that perpetuate 

disadvantage. Good educational policy demands an honest 

accounting of what’s working, for whom. Our research 

endeavours to shine a light on inequality and strengthen 

educational opportunity for the benefit of all Australians. 

PhD profile: Joseph Thomas 

Book cover image courtesy Sense Publishers |  

https://www.sensepublishers.com/ 

Joseph (Mark) Thomas 

https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/51807/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/51807/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research-students/joseph-mark-thomas/
https://www.sensepublishers.com/catalogs/bookseries/innovations-and-controversies-interrogating-educational-change/gauging-the-value-of-education-for-disenfranchised-youth/
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In September 2017, members of the Miyarrka Media 

collective, including co-founder Jennifer Deger (Cairns 

Institute Theme Leader for Creativity and Innovation), 

travelled to Sydney for the launch of their new touchscreen 

artwork Warwuyun (Worry) commissioned for the exhibition, 

Group Therapy: Mental Distress in a Digital Age at the 

University of New South Wales (UNSW) gallery held in 

conjunction with The Big Anxiety Festival of Arts + Science + 

People. 

This artwork, produced in collaboration with the digital 

collective HAWRAF from New York, remixes photo collages 

made by Yolngu members of Miyarrka Media and their 

families into an ever-changing constellation of pattern 

designed for audience interactivity on a giant touch screen. 

The term warwuyun refers to the ways that Yolngu use these 

cut and paste family portraits made on their mobile phones 

to ‘worry’ for their kin and country. But this is different to 

digital anxiety. As family members look at these images, they 

tap into feelings of sorrow and longing that become 

‘remixed’ as images of family produced experiences of loving 

connection.  

Yolngu members of Miyarrka Media describe this work as 

being the same as bark paintings, but with more energy—

producing a deeply meaningful and powerful constellation of 

relatedness for the digital age. The collaboration is an 

outcome of Jennifer Deger’s ARC Future Fellowship, 

mediated Relations: New Media in Arnhem Land. 

Miyarrka Media at The Big Anxiety Festival, Sydney 

L-R: Miyarrka Media’s Warren Balpatji, Enid Gurunulmiwuy and Jennifer 

Deger in Sydney for the opening of The Big Anxiety Festival Image: 

Miyarrka Media 

Warren Balpatji and Enid Gurunulmiwuy alongside their family photos in Warwuyun 

(worry), Group Therapy, UNSW Galleries Image: Miyarrka Media  

Warwuyun (worry) a collaborative art work by Miyarrka Media and HAWRAF a digital collective working out of the New Museum incubator in New York  

https://www.artdesign.unsw.edu.au/unsw-galleries/group-therapy
https://www.thebiganxiety.org/
https://www.thebiganxiety.org/
http://hawraf.com/
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PhD profile: Rebecca Pearse 
If we are lucky, we get to work in the place we also want to 

live. But often we compromise with employment getting the 

winning hand. There comes a time to turn this on its head 

and, with the kids forging their own careers, we decided to 

settle in the Wet Tropics, for all the reasons it’s a World 

Heritage Area.  

The thought of going back into academia had been growing 

in me for some time so I enrolled in the Masters of 

Development Practice program at JCU and thoroughly 

enjoyed reassessing the world through a new lens, and 

making some sense of my lived experiences around the 

world. Along the way my daughter decided to join me and 

study for her Masters in Environmental Science and we had 

the privilege of taking Steve Turton’s last Natural Resource 

Management course together which was a blast, challenging 

and competing with each other at every turn (although she 

won the fieldtrip ‘socialising’ hands down).  

However, there was unfinished business for me which was 

why, when I was offered the opportunity to continue at The 

Cairns Institute as a PhD candidate researching ecosystem 

service markets, I was keen to make a contribution to 

improving the health of their governance system and 

associated resilience in the face of challenges such as policy 

uncertainty, fickle markets and ecological or regulatory 

changes. Once more the opportunity to use my experiences, 

and channel this into new theoretical frameworks to make 

sense of lived experiences, is proving enthralling.  

Rebecca’s PhD supervisors are Professor Ruth Wallace, 

Principal (Northern Institute, Charles Darwin University), Dr 

Tom Brewer (Northern Institute), Charles Darwin University, 

Professor Allan Dale (The Cairns Institute, James Cook 

University). 

wherewerewe91 | flic.kr/p/ixdNQF 

Ben Cordia | flic.kr/p/SZAcVi 
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Kasia Wojtylak received her PhD 
In October 2017, Kasia Wojtylak obtained her PhD, with her 

thesis titled “A grammar of Murui (Bue), a Witotoan 

language of Northwest Amazonia”. The thesis was awarded 

the prestigious ‘Cum Laude’ distinction. 

Kasia has been working on the Murui language since 2009. 

She joined the Language and Culture Research Centre (LCRC) 

at JCU in 2013 to continue her work on Murui, an 

endangered language spoken in southern Colombia and 

northern Peru. During her PhD, Kasia spent a year living in 

remote areas in Northwest Amazonia working with the 

Murui and writing the first detailed grammar of the 

language. 

Kasia’s study included identifying and analysing linguistic 

features of the Murui language, as well as focusing on 

language change under contact with other indigenous 

languages spoken in the area of the Caquetá-Putumayo river 

basins in southern Colombia.  

Kasia’s pathway into the completion of the degree wasn’t a 

traditional one. In 2014 she received a US-based grant to 

record oral literature of the Murui, a project that resulted in 

two ethnographic films about the life of the Tercera India 

community in Colombia, edited by Kristian Lupinski, a 

filmmaker based in Cairns.    

Undertaking her PhD studies at LCRC, JCU has been an 

overwhelmingly positive experience. Kasia was supervised by 

Distinguished Professor Alexandra Aikhenvald, Professor 

RMW Dixon, and Dr Elena Mihas. 

She is now a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the LCRC. As 

a research fellow, between December 2017 and January 

2018 she attended two conferences, at the University of 

Warsaw, Poland (“Body part terms in linguistic usage: A 

comparative and typological perspective” conference (Dec 8-

9, 2017, University of Warsaw) and at the American 

Linguistic Society in Salt Lake City, USA. 

L-R: PhD student Awadh Baawaidhan (University of Lodz), Prof Ning Yu 

(Pennsylvania State University), Dr Kasia Wojtylak (JCU), Prof Iwona 

Kraska-Szlenk (University of Warsaw), Dr Helma Pasch (University of 

Cologne), Prof Zygmunt Frajzyngier (University of Colorado)   

Kasia Wojtylak in the field 
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She has also been able to target young people by being 

featured in the media aimed at a younger audience including 

Crinkling News, CSIRO’s Double Helix December 2017 Issue 

and SUP-Kids.com “Kids doing Rad Stuff.” 

Her talk has also had an international impact with schools in 

the USA and China contacting Molly about banning straws in 

their own schools. 

But while all the award nominations and media coverage is 

very effective, where Molly really shines is in her visits to 

schools and talking to local restaurants and individuals. 

When the school year commences in 2018, the number of 

schools signing on to the Straw No More Project will reach 

60, totalling almost 40,000 students who are no longer using 

plastic straws on a daily basis at their school tuck shop. 

Molly truly is an agent for change. At nine she has inspired so 

many and is certainly one to watch. We all very much expect 

to see Molly Steer as PM one day. 

Since giving her TEDxJCUCairns talk in October 2017, 9 year 

old Molly Steer has been really busy. 

Her mission to say #StrawsNoMoreProject has seen her 

nominated for a number of awards including: 

 Nominee for the Young Queenslander of the Year 

 Wet Tropics Management Authority 2017 Cassowary 

Awards - Young Cassowary Category 

 Nominee - 2017 Catholic Leader Queensland Awards 

 Nominee for the Cairns Young Women of the year 2017 

 Rated 44th on Tropic Now’s list of the 50 most influential 

people in Cairns (along with other TEDxJCUCairns 

speakers, Amy Eden and Shaneen Fantin).  

She has become a member of Plastic Pollution Coalition 

International and Jr Ocean Guardians International. 

Molly has also been spreading her message locally through 

Channel 7 News, ABC Far North, The Cairns Post, Tropic Now, 

Local radio, That’s Life Magazine, Triple J and The Catholic 

Leader.  

Molly Steer: #StrawsNoMoreProject 

Campaign photo from Molly’s #StrawNoMoreProject site 

Molly Steer 

Hillary Daniels | flic.kr/p/juQbkY 

https://www.crinklingnews.com.au/2017-09/the-last-straw/
https://doublehelixshop.csiro.au/
https://sup-kids.com/
https://youtu.be/Rr5Py1r9xjw
https://www.facebook.com/StrawNoMoreProject/
https://www.tropicnow.com.au/2017/december/1/most-influential-people-in-tnq-part-4.html
https://youtu.be/N1JXfQhM_iU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1JXfQhM_iU&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rMgc5uVZNftBEqEQJovc7AB&index=10
https://youtu.be/Heb9l59L6ZU
http://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/
http://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/
http://www.jroceanguardians.org/
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JCU researchers also highlighted some of the valuable 

research being undertaken at our university. Andreas Kupz 

is looking for a way to prevent the deaths of millions of 

people by eradicating tuberculosis. Karen Joyce is engaging 

and encouraging young girls to love and appreciate science 

through drone technology, and Michael Smout is studying 

worms in an effort to save people from amputation caused 

by chronic wounds. This research could have a life 

changing impact for diabetics, soldiers and the elderly.   

The day was rounded off by the Brass Band from Yarrabah 

that showed the connection to community and history via 

music.  

You can watch the all the talks on the YouTube play list 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLsRNoUx8w3rMgc5uVZNftBEqEQJovc7AB 

Whilst Molly Steer was certainly the youngest of the 

twelve fantastic local speakers at TEDxJCUCairns 2017, 

there was a wide variety of speakers and ideas from Far 

North Queensland (FNQ). 

Fifteen year old slam poet, Zoe Pertiwi from Cairns High, 

took us on an emotional journey of being a student, and 

fellow slam poet, Cairns State High School teacher Brenton 

Clutterbuck, showed why slam poetry has become so 

popular. Dan Kaggelis, a teacher at Smithfield State High 

School, outlined why education is failing some of our 

young people and how innovations such as the Tropical 

North Learning Academy are vital to producing the leaders 

of tomorrow.   

Community leaders Julie-Ann Lambourne and Amy Eden 

inspired us and brought many to tears, and innovator 

Krista Watkins gave us an excellent example of 

TROPOVATION, the TEDxJCUCairns theme for 2017.  

TEDxJCUCairns 2017 

Yarrabah Brass band playing with James Morrison 

Karen Joyce 

Andreas Kupz Karen Joyce 

https://youtu.be/Er-GIPxWWDY
https://youtu.be/uKYXni8aAr8
https://youtu.be/EjwNcoLhR1U
https://youtu.be/S6l1JMzkXe8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsRNoUx8w3rMgc5uVZNftBEqEQJovc7AB
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsRNoUx8w3rMgc5uVZNftBEqEQJovc7AB
https://youtu.be/uXfrstMp_bM
https://youtu.be/_W-mn6cH7Ak
https://youtu.be/_W-mn6cH7Ak
https://youtu.be/WXGUso9fgrg
https://smithfieldshs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Tropical-north-learning-academy-synopsis.pdf
https://smithfieldshs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Tropical-north-learning-academy-synopsis.pdf
https://youtu.be/SZF5e793H38
https://youtu.be/N1JXfQhM_iU
https://youtu.be/hV38emFiAYk
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The first day brought all the delegates together in a single 

plenary format for a mixture of keynote presentations 

showcasing best-practice examples of research providing 

significant societal impacts in PNG as well as panel 

discussions addressing governance, policy and institutional 

frameworks for high impact research and innovation.  

The second day provided an interactive and participatory 

opportunity for researchers who were active or interested 

in PNG to share their work, network and explore new 

collaborations. 

Conference concluded with the signing of a five year MOU 

between UPNG and JCU to continue collaboration in 

research and education.  

PNG Impact Conference 

In December 2017 the PNG Impact conference was held at 

the University of Papua New Guinea’s (UPNG) main campus 

at Waigani, Port Moresby. The conference was co-convened 

by Professor Stewart Lockie (Cairns Institute) and Dr Anna 

Joskin (UPNG), and co-hosted by UPNG and JCU with 

financial support from the Australian Government—another 

milestone activity for the UPNG/JCU Twinning Project. The 

conference theme “Research, Innovation, Society” was 

intended to support the PNG Science and Technology 

Council’s vision of a knowledge-based society.  

The two-day conference hosted 134 speakers and 252 

attendees from Australia and Papua New Guinea. They 

included representation from academia, government, 

business and community sectors. Sixty-five people 

representing JCU travelled from both Cairns and Townsville 

to Port Moresby for the event. 

Cutting of the cake  

Manus dancers welcomed the delegates with a performance  

L-R: Dr Andrea Lynch, Mr Willy Huanduo, Mr Nehemiah Akia, Ms Vyvyen Wong,  

Dr Madeline Lemeki  

L-R: Professors Richard Murray and Nakapi Tefuarani  

Keynote speaker Dr Fiona Hukula, PNG National Research Institute  
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Map courtesy Terrain NRM and J Schmider 

Rainforest Aboriginal people’s cultural values 
The Cairns Institute partnered with Rainforest Aboriginal 

people and CSIRO in delivering on the Cultural 

Values Project. The three year project followed on from the 

Wet Tropics World Heritage Area being inscribed for its 

cultural values in 2012 on the National Heritage Listing. This 

need had been identified in the 2005 Wet Tropics 

Regional Agreement and the 2005 Aboriginal Plan for 

Country and Culture. 

Three Discussion Papers were finalised in 2016. They explore 

Rainforest Aboriginal peoples’: 

1. Management of the cultural values of the Wet Tropics 

region and World Heritage Area 

2. Aspirations for economic development and sustainable 

livelihoods related to the cultural values 

3. Realising the national and international recognition of the 

Rainforest Aboriginal cultural values. 

The project was managed and papers developed through 

partnership work involving The Cairns Institute, JCU and 

CSIRO with, and on behalf of, the Rainforest Aboriginal 

peoples’ 20 tribal groups and the Cultural Values 

Project Steering Committee. Rainforest Aboriginal networks 

included Girringun, Central Wet Tropics Institute for Country 

and Culture, and Jabalbina Yalanji Aboriginal Corporation, 

Leah Talbot, Phil Rist, Joann Schmider, Robyn Bellafquih, Alf 

Joyce and Gerry Turpin. CSIRO parties included Ro Hill, Petina 

Pert, and Iris Bohnet. JCU parties included Professors Allan 

Dale, Sean Ulm, Natalie Stoeckl, Bruce Prideaux, 

Bob Stevenson; Doctors Michelle Esparon, Michelle 

Thompson; Jim Turnour, Sarah Warne, Alice Buhrich, Katrina 

Keith and Jennifer McHugh. Supporting partners included the 

Wet Tropics Management Authority, Terrain NRM, the Reef 

and Rainforest Research Centre, Regional Development 

Australia FNQ&TS, the Department of Prime Minister and 

Cabinet, the Federal Department of the Environment, and 

various state government agencies. 

In October 2017 these papers were tabled at a regional 

meeting of Rainforest Aboriginal peoples convened to 

discuss and facilitate input into the 10 yearly review of the 

Wet Tropics Management Plan.  

Arthur Chapman | flic.kr/p/6gA5fZ 
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Sustainability conference 
From 17–19 January 2018, The Cairns Institute co-hosted 

with the On Sustainability Research network, the Fourteenth 

International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, 

Economic and Social Sustainability. The Cairns Institute 

Director, Stewart Lockie gave a plenary address titled 

‘Ensuring no one is left behind: Global commitments and 

local challenges for sustainable development and poverty 

alleviation.’ His talk addressed the conference focus of 

“Forging Solidarity—Collective Sustainability Solutions in a 

Fragmenting World.” Gerry Turpin from the Tropical 

Indigenous Ethnobotany Centre in the Australian Tropical 

Herbarium at JCU, also gave a plenary presentation on “Why 

Indigenous bio-cultural knowledge is vital for collective 

sustainability: an Australian Indigenous people’s 

perspective.”  

The importance of including traditional knowledge to 

achieve sustainability was further emphasised by a workshop 

and campus walk held by Gavin Singleton and Yirrganydji 

Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers. Many of the conference 

delegates stated how valuable they found the opportunity to 

hear and learn from Traditional Owners and how they will 

endeavor to incorporate improved protocols and customs 

with Indigenous Peoples.  

The Conference attracted over 150 delegates with 

international guests traveling from: 

 Sweden 

 Nigeria  

 South Africa 

 Brazil 

 USA 

 Spain 

 South Korea 

 New Zealand 

 India 

 Canada 

 UK  

 Germany 

 Guam 

 Japan 

 Singapore 

 the Philippines  

 Latvia 

 Malaysia 

 China 

 Peru 

 Trinidad and Tobago 

 Ecuador 

 Hong Kong 

Gavin Singleton taking delegates for a walk around the Cairns campus 

Stewart Lockie Yirrganydji Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers with delegates 

https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/stewart.lockie/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/australian-tropical-herbarium/gerry-turpin
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Creative ecologies workshop and Plasticene Marine exhibition 
On 16 March 2018 The Cairns Institute will host Creative 

Ecologies, a one day workshop designed to foster new 

connections between art, humanities and science 

researchers at JCU. Featuring key figures in the 

environmental humanities including Professor Iain 

McCalman, Co-Director of the Sydney Environment Institute 

and Dr Lucas Ihlein, an artist-researcher leading the ARC 

funded project, Sugar vs the Reef?, the event will be open to 

all JCU researchers interested in the creative, intellectual, 

and practical challenges inherent in trans-disciplinary 

approaches. 

The day will culminate with the opening of Plasticene 

Marine, an exhibition about marine plastic pollution 

featuring work by recent JCU graduate and performance 

poet, Dr Helen Ramoutsaki, a short film made with JCU 

marine plastics researcher Associate Professor Mia 

Hoogenboom, and a series of sculptural artworks made by 

Associate Professor Robyn Glade-Wright and local Cairns 

artist Barbara Dover from waste collected from the beaches 

of FNQ by the Tangaroa Blue Australian Marine Debris 

Initiative.  

The Creative Ecologies research initiative is led by the 

Institute’s theme leader in Creativity and Innovation, 

Associate Professor Jennifer Deger, together with Dr Maxine 

Newlands, Robyn Glade-Wright and Helen Ramoutsaki. By 

bringing a specific focus to imaginative challenges of the 

Anthropocene, the shared ambition is to build theoretical 

and practical capacity specific to JCU’s broader research 

strengths; to readdress disciplinary and institutional siloing; 

and so harness the potential of the environmental, 

humanities and arts research to critically engage 

environmental issues and ideas and, in the process, to reach 

audiences beyond the academy, supporting community 

engagement with the urgent issues of our times.  

In keeping with the theme of marine plastics, the first 

Anthropological Laboratory for Tropical Audiovisual Research 

(ALTAR) film for the year be Albatross (2017), directed by 

Chris Jordan and screened on 21 March at 6:30pm.  

ALBATROSS is a powerful visual journey into the heart of a 

gut-wrenching environmental tragedy. On Midway island, in 

the remote North Pacific Ocean, tens of thousands of Laysan 

albatross chicks lie dead on the ground, their bodies filled 

with plastic. ALBATROSS takes us on a journey through 

horror and grief, facing the shock of this tragedy and our 

own complicity head on. Internationally-acclaimed 

photographic artist Chris Jordan , in his filmmaking debut, 

returned to Midway over many years with his team, 

documenting the cycles of life and death, and capturing 

stunning and intimate portraits of these magnificent 

seabirds. 

Chris Jordan |www.chrisjordan.com 

Robyn Glade-Wright Catch of the Day | 2017 | For the fish  

http://sydney.edu.au/environment-institute/
https://plasticenemarine.squarespace.com/
https://www.tangaroablue.org/amdi/amdi-program.html
https://www.tangaroablue.org/amdi/amdi-program.html
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/albatross/
http://www.chrisjordan.com/gallery/albatross-trailer/#trailer
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The Masterclass topics include:  

 Introduction to language, linguistics, and fieldwork 

research 

 Language sounds  

 Introduction to morphological analysis  

 Monolingual demonstration with speaker of non-

European language 

 Understanding syntax 

 Interesting topics in linguistics  

 Ethics of linguistic fieldwork 

 Software for dictionary-building and language-analysis. 

 

Interested students should contact Dr Kasia Wojtylak 

(katarzyna.wojtylak@jcu.edu.au) by 20 March 2018. 

See our Events page for more details and a course outline. 

Basics of Field Linguistics Masterclass April 2018: 

Intensive block course for graduate and postgraduate 

students 

You are faced with people at your field site who speak a 

language different from your own: how to proceed? 

The Language and Culture Research Centre (LCRC) will run 

the highly successful Linguistic Skills for Ethnographic 

Research Masterclass, scheduled for 5-6 April 2018 at the 

JCU campus in Cairns. It is a free two-day workshop, 

creditable towards electives in RD7003, and included in 

the JCU’s Professional Development Program. It is 

organised by Dr Kasia Wojtylak. Invited speakers include Dr 

Alex Walker, Dr Luca Ciucci, and linguistics PhD students, 

Abe Bai Junwei and Nathan White.  

The course has been designed for anthropologists and 

other researchers who conduct fieldwork in areas where 

non-written and lesser-known languages are spoken. The 

course introduces students to reasons why competency in 

the local language could be important to their research, 

and gives them introductory concrete, practical methods 

for language learning and linguistic documentation. 

Basics of Field Linguistics Masterclass 

Kasia Wojtylak (L) doing fieldwork 

mailto:katarzyna.wojtylak@jcu.edu.au
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/linguistic-skills-masterclass/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/lcrc
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Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/ 

Event Date & location 

Fourteenth International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social 

Sustainability 

17-19 January 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Pacific Health Governance Workshop: Knowledge Translation for SDG Implementation 5-16 February 2018 

Brisbane 

Reflexive and reciprocal constructions in Mursi 

LCRC workshop by Firew Girma Worku 

14 February 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Unserdeutsch: A borderline creole(?) 

LCRC seminar by Péter Maitz 

21 February 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Language contact and emerging languages 

LCRC International Workshop 

21-22 February 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Linguistic cleanliness is next to godliness – but not for conservative Anabaptists 

LCRC seminar by Kate Burridge 

22 February 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Switch-reference in Southern Pomo 

LCRC seminar by Alex Walker 

28 February 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Introduction to: Number systems in grammar 

LCRC workshop by Alexandra Aikhenvald 

7 March 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Copula verbs in Munya 

LCRC seminar by Bai Junwei (Abe) 

14 March 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Jarawara 

LCRC workshop by Bob Dixon 

21 March 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Albatross 

Free ALTAR film screening 

21 March 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Towsville 

An overview of spatial location in Karijona (Carib.): The morphosyntax of the  

prepositional and demonstrative systems 

LCRC seminar by David Felipe Guerrero 

28 March 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Linguistic Skills for Ethnographic Field Research Masterclass 

JCU Professional Development Program RD7003 

5-6 April 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Murui 

LCRC workshop by Kasia Wojtylak 

11 April 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Reconstructing the possessive inflection of Proto-Zamucoan 

LCRC seminar by Luca Ciucci 

18 April 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

2nd Australasian Mental Health and Higher Education Conference 

 

6-7 July 2018 

Townsville 

  JANUARY 2018 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/ecess-conference/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/ecess-conference/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pacific-health-governance-knowledge-translation-for-sdg-implementation-tickets-38569325892
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/constructions-in-mursi/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/unserdeutsch/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/emerging-languages/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/linguistic-cleanliness/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/southern-pomo/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/number-systems-in-grammar/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/copula-verbs-in-munya/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/number-systems-in-jarawara/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/albatross/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/karijona/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/karijona/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/linguistic-skills-masterclass/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/number-systems-in-murui/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/possessive-inflection-proto-zamucoan/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/college-of-arts-society-and-education/events/amhhec
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