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Welcome from the Director 

Since its establishment in 2009, The Cairns Institute has undertaken an 

extensive range of activities across eight broad research themes, many of 

which have been reported in this newsletter. Among the recommendations of 

our 2015 review, however, were suggestions that the number of themes be 

reduced and that Theme Leaders be appointed to increase engagement both 

of academic staff across the campuses and of our many stakeholders across 

the region. We are very pleased to announce that the revised research 

themes and theme leaders are: 

 Creativity and innovation – theme leader A/Prof Jennifer Deger 

 Cultural and linguistic transformations – Professor Sean Ulm 

 Indigenous futures – Dr Felecia Watkin-Lui, Cairns 

 Social and environmental justice – Professor Chris Walsh, Townsville 

 Sustainable development – A/Prof Riccardo Welters, Townsville 

The theme leaders bring to the Institute a wealth of experience in our part of 

the world and beyond. We will introduce the leaders in detail in forthcoming 

issues of the newsletter, and you will read about Sean Ulm in this issue. Brief 

overviews are given over the page. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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education, employment, housing, law, justice, and language 

and cultural maintenance promising new futures for all 

Australians. 

Chris Walsh specialises in initial and continuing teacher 

education and professional development in emerging and 

developed economies across early childhood, school 

education and higher education. His work encompasses the 

United Nations human rights framework of a ‘just’ society, 

including the right to an adequate standard of living, 

education, work, equal pay for equal work, housing, health, 

freedom from torture, access to a fair legal system, and the 

right of minorities to enjoy their own culture, religion and 

language.  

Riccardo Welters specialises in regional economic 

development with a focus on socio-economic disadvantage, 

un(der)employment and the casualisation of the labour 

market. Riccardo will promote research that responds to the 

significant challenges for governance, livelihoods and 

conservation—climate change, deforestation, resource 

degradation and loss of plant and wildlife species, 

diversification. Innovation and improved capacity for 

sustaining livelihoods are essential to achieving beneficial 

economic development outcomes for the tropics. 

With these new theme leaders in place the Institute is in an 

even stronger position to act as a gateway to JCU’s 

humanities and social science research expertise for the 

benefit of industry, government, NGOs and the wider 

community. 

Jennifer Deger works at the intersection of art and 

anthropology. She writes on photography, aesthetics, film, 

contemporary Aboriginal societies, digital culture, art and 

ethnographic film, and experimental museology. She will 

use these skills to promote practice-led research in the 

humanities and social sciences with community 

empowerment and economic development, encouraging 

the use of film, art and exhibition making feature as a 

means both to document cultural expression and to 

engage publics around questions of global transformation 

and social creativity. 

Sean Ulm focuses on the archaeology of northern Australia 

and the western Pacific where understanding the 

relationships between environmental change and cultural 

change using advanced studies of archaeological and 

palaeoenvironmental sequences are central to 

constructions of the human past. His research deals with 

the way people use different experiences of time, rituals, 

and constructions of the past, to project a vision of the 

future and their role in it. He will promote better 

understanding of these connections and the role of human 

agency in history to assess the processes and impacts of 

planned social and cultural change. 

Felecia Watkin-Lui is a Torres Strait Islander woman with 

ancestral and family links to Erub, Mabuiag and Badu in 

the Torres Strait. Felecia’s research focus is on developing 

a framework for measuring the benefits of Indigenous 

research, thereby addressing two main ‘closing the gap’ 

priority areas, Indigenous health and education. More 

widely she will promote the Institute’s commitment to 

supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

development and prosperity across such areas as health, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Welcome from the Director cont. 

Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie 
Director 
The Cairns Institute 

caterina sanders | unsplash.com/photos/Fu6cRM5L6p8   
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“This initiative is a demonstration of My Pathway’s aim to 

raise awareness among our families and communities 

about the possibilities available to help maintain and 

preserve traditional language and dialects,” said Mr 

Bedford. 

“We are committed to building stronger communities and 

appreciate the important role that languages play in 

maintaining culture and traditions as well as developing 

community health and well-being.” 

The panel was opened by the beautiful voice of Mykelle 

Bingarape, a Yidinji woman, singing a Yidinji Kawal in the 

Gimuy dialect. This was particular fitting as the theme for 

NAIDOC week was Our Languages Matter. 

Tom Calma AO was then joined by his colleagues Executive 

Educational Advisor, Eric Brace ,and Early Language and 

Literacy Trainer, Virginia Chatterton, for the panel 

discussion. Professor Stewart Lockie officially opened the 

event, and Kenny Bedford was the MC. 

The panel took a number of questions from the audience 

and discussion focused on the need for community driven 

approaches to literacy and language maintenance and the 

role of traditional languages in strengthening resilience 

and promoting well-being in communities, particularly 

amongst children. The event was recorded and can be 

viewed online. 

NAIDOC Week celebrations 

In celebration of NAIDOC week 2017, My Pathway, The 

Cairns Institute, and the Indigenous Education and Research 

Centre, JCU hosted a public panel discussion on 3 July by the 

Australian Literacy and Numeracy Foundation (ALNF). 

ALNF consult with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Speaker Group Elders from across Australia. Their repeated 

lament is that their languages are becoming extinguished, 

dormant or endangered. Without exception, these First 

Language speakers acknowledge that the trans-generational 

capacity to speak, read and write in their own language is 

transformative to the health, wellbeing, education and 

future of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

Their message is clear. The community want resources in 

their own languages which are made by the community, with 

the community and for the community. 

ALNF Board Member, Professor Tom Calma AO, said First 

Languages were at risk of extinction and we needed to work 

with communities to find solutions. 

“I repeatedly hear from Elders across Australia that their 

languages are becoming extinguished, dormant or 

endangered. The ability to speak, read and write in their own 

language contributes to the health, wellbeing, education and 

future of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people,” said 

Professor Calma AO. 

“The ALNF is working to provide resources and tools to 

communities, so they can protect their traditional languages 

for current and future generations.” 

My Pathway Culture and Diversity Manager, Kenny Bedford, 

said organisations could play an important role in 

encouraging innovation for the benefit of Indigenous 

cultures. 

Caption 

L-R: Virginia Chatterton, Eric Brace, Tom Calma AO 

Felecia Watkin-Lui 

https://mediasite.jcu.edu.au/Mediasite/Play/565c44cade1949658f4aa3083cbc28b31d
http://www.mpath.com.au/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/australian-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-centre
https://www.jcu.edu.au/australian-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-centre
https://alnf.org/
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The stated objectives of the reform are to assist people in 

the CYWR communities to become ‘socially responsible’ 

for the wellbeing of themselves, their families and other 

people in their communities, and to provide support for 

local authority. My thesis argues that these objectives are 

a continuation of the paternalism inherent in previous 

laws, policies and practices, and questions the objectives’ 

connection to income management, particularly as 

government evaluations have found that income 

management has not had any immediate positive impact 

on people’s compliance with what the government deems 

“social responsibilities”.  

Section 8 of the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth) 

exempts from a finding of racial discrimination any special 

measure taken for the sole purpose of securing adequate 

advancement of certain racial groups requiring protection 

in order to achieve equal enjoyment or exercise of human 

(Continued on page 5) 

This story describes the recently submitted thesis of PhD 

student, Fiona Campbell. Fiona was supervised by 

Professor Chris Cunneen and Loretta de Plevitz (QUT). 

In 2008, income management of recipients’ social security 

payments was implemented as part of the Cape York 

Welfare Reform package (CYWR), a program supported by 

both the Queensland and federal governments. The CYWR 

commenced as a four year trial and is now permanent.   

Income management involves quarantining a proportion 

(between 60% and 90%) of a person’s social security 

payment in a separate bank account where it can only be 

used to pay particular bills, purchase particular items, or 

buy from particular businesses. The person can spend the 

remaining proportion of their social security payment as 

they wish.  

Under this regime, a social security payment is conditional 

on the person’s compliance with certain ‘social 

responsibilities’ such as making sure a child attends school.  

However, income management regimes are aimed at 

changing cultural practices, so that, for example, 

Aboriginal people cannot share or request money from 

each other. The scheme is also premised on stereotypes of 

Aboriginal people as gamblers or substance abusers, who 

might spend all their money on alcohol or illicit substances.   

The CYWR applies to five communities in northern 

Queensland predominantly populated by Aboriginal 

peoples (Aurukun, Hope Vale, Mossman Gorge, Coen and 

Doomadgee). These communities have long colonial 

histories of the implementation of paternalistic laws, 

policies and practices, including attempts at forced 

assimilation, all aimed at controlling Aboriginal peoples.  

Special measures and racial discrimination: A study of the Cape York 
Welfare Reform 

The Cape York Welfare Reform communities 

fvanrenterghem | flic.kr/p/52q94n 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2014C00014
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/49993/
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rights and fundamental freedoms. Despite income 

management being deemed a special measure by both 

Queensland and Commonwealth governments, it differs 

from previous special measures (except alcohol 

restrictions) because it restricts Aboriginal peoples’ rights 

and fundamental freedoms. Therefore, it cannot be 

characterised as a special measure, or justified on any 

other basis.     

My thesis argues that if income management were 

challenged, the High Court would likely decide that it is a 

special measure for two reasons: despite the broad words 

used in the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth) and the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination (ICERD) on which the Act is based, the 

High Court in the past has taken a restrictive view of the 

relevance and importance of international law and 

(Continued from page 4) 

Special measures and racial discrimination cont. 

international committee recommendations with regard to 

racial discrimination. Further, on the basis that the decision 

to implement special measures is political, the court defers 

to the legislature by limiting itself to assessing whether the 

decision was reasonable.  

This judicial approach which deems measures which restrict 

rights to be special measures, appears to be unique to 

Australia. The USA, Canada and South Africa have legislation 

and processes that enable the court to assess whether a so-

called special measure would restrict the rights of minority 

peoples. Australia lacks similar legislative or process 

safeguards, thus enabling restrictive measures affecting 

Aboriginal peoples’ rights to be found lawful.       

Fiona Campbell 

PhD student 

Michael Coghlan | Children of nature | flic.kr/p/efkkNz 

Noel Pearson from the Cape York Institute gave a free public 

lecture at the Cairns Institute on the 30 August 2017 when 

he argued that John Milton’s epic Paradise Lost is one of the 

greatest productions of literature, equal to Homer, 

Shakespeare and Tolstoy. In Pearson’s view, to not know 

Milton is the very definition of spiritual impoverishment and 

cruel self-abnegation. He passionately argued that Milton’s 

work is that of a poetic genius and he contends there was no 

greater gift given humankind than this work of art for which 

Milton received £5 upon its publication. 

Noel Pearson is one of Australia’s leading thinkers. He 

comes from the Guugu Yimidhirr community of Hope Vale 

on south eastern Cape York Peninsula. Noel is a history and 

law graduate from the University of Sydney. In 1990, Noel 

co-founded the Cape York Land Council.  

His lecture was recorded and can be viewed online at the 
Cape York Partnership website. 

Noel Pearson public lecture 

http://capeyorkpartnership.org.au/news/noel-pearson-from-the-bedside-table-of-god/
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The Institute recently rationalised the number of research 

themes from eight to five and appointed new theme leaders. 

Here is a profile of the theme leader for Cultural and 

Linguistic Transformations, Professor Sean Ulm. 

Sean grew up in the small rural town of Hervey Bay on the 

central Queensland coast surrounded by the ocean and 

vibrant Indigenous culture. By the time he left home for the 

University of Queensland at the age of 16 he already had a 

strong passion for coastlines, history and Indigenous 

landscapes. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts double-

majoring in Anthropology and majoring in Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Studies. The day after graduating, Sean 

left Australia on a 6 month travelling scholarship for the first 

of many trips to Honduras in Central America to work on the 

spectacular World Heritage Listed Mayan city of Copan.  

On his return to Australia, Sean started his university career 

with a job as a Researcher in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Studies Unit at the University of Queensland (UQ). 

Sean completed his Honours degree in anthropology, 

graduating with First Class Honours and the University 

Medal. He then embarked on a part-time PhD, working 

closely with the Gooreng Gooreng Aboriginal community on 

Queensland’s central coast to undertake pioneering work on 

the region’s deep past. While undertaking his PhD, Sean was 

elected as the youngest ever President of the Australian 

Archaeological Association. Within months of obtaining his 

PhD, he was appointed as a Lecturer, then promoted to 

Senior Lecturer at UQ. From 2006-2012 he served as the 

Editor-In-Chief of Australian Archaeology, the leading journal 

for the publication of archaeological research in Australia 

and in 2008 was awarded Life Membership for Outstanding 

Contribution to the Australian Archaeological Association. 

In 2011 Sean joined JCU as a Lecturer and had success in 

obtaining major Australian Research Council (ARC) funding to 

Sean Ulm: Theme leader for cultural and linguistic transformations 
direct large-scale archaeological and environmental research 

in collaboration with the Kaiadilt Aboriginal community in 

the Wellesley Islands in the Gulf of Carpentaria. Sean 

established the JCU Tropical Archaeology Research 

Laboratory and became Deputy Director of the Centre for 

Tropical Environmental and Sustainability Science as well as 

being elevated to the Fellowship of the Society of 

Antiquaries of London. This was followed in 2012 with the 

award of a four-year ARC Future Fellowship. In 2013, Sean 

was promoted to Associate Professor and joined the ARC 

College of Experts for a four year term where he served as 

Deputy Chair of the Humanities and Creative Arts Panel for 

two years. In 2014 Sean was awarded The Bruce Veitch 

Award for Excellence in Indigenous Engagement in 

recognition of his long record of mentoring Indigenous 

students and collaborating with Indigenous communities. In 

2015 he was elected to the Fellowship of the Australian 

Academy of the Humanities, and in 2016 he was promoted 

to Professor at JCU. 

Sean’s work is at the forefront of global human-

environmental studies, with a particular focus on tropical 

island and coastal contexts in Australia, Melanesia and the 

Pacific. His publications include nine books and more than 

100 peer-reviewed papers. He has held ARC funding for 17 of 

the last 19 years, and along with his colleagues was recently 

awarded $34 million for the new ARC Centre of Excellence 

for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage which will be funded 

until 2024. 

Archaeology at JCU has flourished under Sean’s leadership. 

Last year’s Excellence in Research for Australia assessment 

ranked JCU Archaeology as 4 out of 5 or “above world 

standard”, putting it alongside the archaeology programs at 

the UQ and Monash University and well ahead of many other 

universities around the country.  

Sean Ulm 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/themes/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/themes/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/cultural-transformations/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/cultural-transformations/
https://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au/our-journal/
https://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au/
https://espaces.edu.au/tarl
https://espaces.edu.au/tarl
https://research.jcu.edu.au/tess
https://research.jcu.edu.au/tess
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collaborative effort (because they are not ‘working’ as well 

as they should, the consequences of which are likely to be 

especially significant), as well as best strategies to achieve 

this effort.  

Valuable insights, perspectives and knowledge shared by 

stakeholders at the August forum will be incorporated into 

existing findings, with a final analysis to be shared with 

stakeholders at a further forum in October 2017. Strategic 

planning for the next 12 months of the project is nearing 

completion. 

These forums are part of what will be a continual process of 

stakeholder consultation and engagement for the duration of 

the project (running until mid-2019), with a particular focus 

in coming weeks on reaching out to, and connecting with, 

community members living in the Southern Corridor.  

Further information about the project is available by email. 

Contact collective.impact@jcu.edu.au 

The Cairns Institute has been progressing our local 

Collective Impact project, which has a focus on improved 

outcomes for children aged 0-12 years (‘Early Years 

Cohort’) in Southern Corridor of Cairns (see July 2017 

issue).  

In late August 2017, the project held an all-day forum at 

Cairns Regional Council, bringing together community 

members, NGOs and government representatives. The 

objective of the forum was to discuss project findings to 

date, drawn from consultations conducted earlier this year 

with a broad range of stakeholders and additional desktop 

research. These findings provided the project with some 

indication of where priorities lie, in terms of planning for 

improved outcomes for the Early Years Cohort. They 

identify, for instance, which of close to 40 ‘subdomains’ 

that impact on or are relevant to these outcomes 

(maternal health, student well-being, domestic violence 

responses, employment, etc.) require the greatest 

Collective impact 

August Forum 

Ken Stigler | flic.kr/p/7p1gs  

mailto:collective.impact@jcu.edu.au
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/newsletters/newsletter-publication/
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Embedding concepts of sustainable development, global citizenship and 
peace in school curricula 

As reported in the October 2016 newsletter, Professor Bob 

Stevenson was invited to be an expert participant in an 

UNESCO International project on developing a guide for 

embedding concepts of sustainable development, global 

citizenship and peace in textbooks for school core subjects. 

The project, organised by the UNESCO Mahatma Ghandhi 

Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable 

Development (MGIEP), began with an intensive workshop in 

Bengaluru (previously Bangalore), India in late June 2016. 

The workshop brought together 25 international experts in 

mathematics, science, languages, geography education and 

education for sustainable development to begin 

conceptualising and drafting a guide for school textbook 

authors. 

Almost one year later, the final publication, Textbooks for 

Sustainable Development: A Guide to Embedding, was 

launched by UNESCO MGIEP on the 4 July 2017 at the 

3rd Asia Pacific Meeting on Education 2030 (APMED III) in 

Bangkok, Thailand.  

As the Director of MGIEP stated at the launch: 

The world has set an ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, with Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development 

Goals focusing on quality education – ‘ensure inclusive and 

equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all.’ Education for sustainable development, 

global citizenship education, peace education, human rights 

education, environmental education, development education, 

global education and global learning, among many others, 

have largely been promoted as ‘add-ons’ by celebrating 

events such as Earth Day or the International Day of Peace. 

Often they needlessly compete for space in an already 

overcrowded curriculum. 

Despite years of advocacy and research on teaching and 

learning for a better future, education today is not fully 

meeting the challenge of producing citizens motivated and 

prepared to address the urgent problems facing humanity. 

With the publication of this guidebook, we hope to facilitate 

the process of transforming the education system from 

within. The concept of embedding presented in this 

publication is guided by a vision of a society whose citizens 

and professionals value mathematics, sciences, social 

sciences and humanities for their critical role in achieving 

human flourishing and the common good. Vital to realizing 

such a society are teachers and learners at all levels, who are 

engaged in, motivated by and able to work together 

effectively on the complex, interconnected issues that require 

mobilization of all disciplines. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Alexa_Fotos | pixabay.com/photo-1643794 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/os-data-2/tci-jcu-edu-au/documents/tci_newsletter_oct2016.pdf
http://mgiep.unesco.org/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/unesco-mgiep-launches-textbooks-for-sustainable-development-a-guide-to-embedding-at-apmed-iii/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/unesco-mgiep-launches-textbooks-for-sustainable-development-a-guide-to-embedding-at-apmed-iii/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/unesco-mgiep-launches-textbooks-for-sustainable-development-a-guide-to-embedding-at-apmed-iii/
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principles for ESD curriculum development; and (4) 

Examples of embedding ESD in mathematics text.  

The science chapter sections are similarly titled: (1) The 

role of science in society and sustainable development; 

(2) Key principles to guide the embedding of ESD in 

science textbooks; (3) Models and strategies for 

embedding ESD in science textbooks; and (4) Examples of 

embedding ESD in science content. In other words, each 

group of subject authors identified why and then how 

their respective subject can contribute to sustainability; 

principles, tools and approaches/strategies for embedding 

in the subject; and finally, examples of embedding ESD in 

the subject’s text.  

Intended Use and Trialling: The publication is designed 

as a guide for stakeholders in textbook development—

education ministries, national curriculum authorities, 

textbook writers and publishers—to help them produce a 

new generation of textbooks. Such textbooks are 

intended to make a clear departure from the traditional 

transmission of information and procedural knowledge 

devoid of meaning and contextual relevance. They also 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Embedding Guide Explained: The guidebook 

introduces an alternative approach and a viable option to 

mainstream Sustainable Development (SD) goal 4.7 by 

offering concrete guidance for authors of mathematics, 

science, language and geography textbooks on 

‘embedding’ concepts, principles and values of peace, 

sustainable development and global citizenship in 

education systems through textbook content. For the sake 

of simplicity, education for sustainable development (ESD)

—more commonly referred to as education for 

sustainability (EfS) in Australia—was adopted as the term 

of central focus, of which peace and global citizenship 

education were assumed to be part. A chapter is 

dedicated to each of these four core subjects, as well as 

an extensive introductory chapter.  

The guide has been written collaboratively by 22 experts 

from all parts of the world. Bob Stevenson (now Adjunct 

Professor) was a contributing author to the introductory 

chapter which sets out the purpose of the guidebook; 

argues the need for transforming education to shape a 

more sustainable world and for embedding ESD in 

textbooks; explains what embedding involves, including 

improving content and pedagogy; describes, with 

reference to subject chapters, curriculum and pedagogical 

approaches to embedding ESD in textbooks, such as 

selecting ESD themes, topics and issues that are relevant 

to students; and outlines the subsequent subject chapters 

of the guidebook. 

Subject chapters have four sections, as illustrated in the 

Mathematics chapter: (1) How can mathematics 

contribute to sustainable living? (2) Potential 

contributions of mathematics to ESD; (3) Tools and 

(Continued from page 8) 

Embedding concepts of sustainable development cont. 

Pexels | pixabay.com/photo-2179053 

Ben Kerckx | pixabay.com/photo-513609 
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workshops for textbook writers in interested 

organisations and countries. MGIEP project staff are 

currently working on identifying in a couple of countries 

key stakeholders in textbook development, who are ready 

for such an initiative. They plan on bringing together in 

one meeting officials from government textbook agencies, 

private publishers as well as funders and, hopefully, find 

one or two countries willing to sign up for a country pilot. 

Bob can be contacted at bob.stevenson@jcu.edu.au and 

the guidebook can be downloaded as a pdf if textbook 

authors or curriculum developers might wish to use any of 

the ideas or examples, or teachers might like to trial the 

materials in their schools. 

Adjunct Professor Bob Stevenson 

The Cairns Institute 

should present a new vision of learning and contribute to 

fostering young people’s capacities and commitment to 

shape more peaceful and sustainable societies. The 

development of critical and systemic thinking, 

appreciation of diversity, empathy and commitment to 

change are the key goals of this ambitious publication. 

The hope, as expressed by the Director of MGIEP “… is 

that this guidebook will provide valuable insights and 

support to help textbook authors identify curriculum 

opportunities for embedding education for sustainable 

development into subject content.” 

The plan for the next stage of implementation is to use 

the subject authors to conduct professional development 

(Continued from page 9) 

Embedding concepts of sustainable development cont. 

Gemma Evans | unsplash.com/photos/LTEo69JUv7o 

artisano | pixabay.com/photo-1898946 

mailto:bob.stevenson@jcu.edu.au
http://mgiep.unesco.org/textbooks-for-sustainable-development-a-guide-to-embedding/
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masks, etc. He gifted a significant number of these pieces 

to the Visva Bharati University at Santiniketan where, over 

the years, they were used in art programs.  

(Continued on page 12) 

In 1927 Rabindranath Tagore, the outstanding Indian poet, 

composer and writer, spent six weeks visiting Bali and Java. 

Tagore, being the first writer from Asia who, in 1913, was 

awarded a Nobel Prize for Literature, was invited as a 

guest of honour to a number of countries. However, his 

visit to Indonesia was of a particular significance as the aim 

of the journey was ‘to study Hindu influence in Javanese 

religion, art and music’. For more than a millennium India 

exercised a pronounced influence on the cultural traditions 

of Indonesia, and although in the 16th century Islam 

became the dominant faith of the archipelago, the 

traditions of ancient India left many traces in the court 

culture of Java as well as the faith and rituals of Balinese 

people. Java and Bali seemed to be peripheries of Indian 

civilisation where one could still encounter remnants of 

‘old India’—cultural traditions that had often disappeared 

in Tagore’s homeland.  

Tagore returned to his home at Santiniketan in Bengal not 

only with vivid memories of his journey, but also with an 

extensive collection of Indonesian artefacts and art 

objects, such as shadow theatre puppets, textiles, carvings, 

Indonesian textiles in India 

Rabindranath Tagore (centre) during his visit to Java with the Prince  

Mangkunegoro and his wife (sitting on both sides of the poet), September 1927  

The first stage of making a batik sari: the application of molten 
wax, Santiniketan 2016  

Batik sari produced at Santiniketan, as an outcome of transplanting a century 

ago the Indonesian textile technique to India  
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In late 2016, Dr Maria Wronska-Friend, Adjunct Senior 

Research Fellow at the College of Arts, Society & Education 

(CASE), received an invitation from the Visva Bharati 

University and Kolkata-based SUTRA foundation to study 

the group of Indonesian textiles brought by Tagore from 

his 1927 journey to Indonesia. The collection, held at the 

Kala Bhawana Nandan Museum, contains more than 40 

fabrics from Java, Bali and Sumatra as well as 

approximately 30 batik fabrics made by the students and 

the staff of the Fine Arts Department of this university as a 

result of transplanting the Javanese textile technique onto 

the Indian ground. The textiles—both Indonesian and their 

locally-made replicas—have been extensively used in 

Tagore’s dance dramas (nrityanatya) as costume and stage 

decorations and have been studied by Santiniketan artists 

who introduced this technique to Visva Bharati. Although 

batik textiles made at Santiniketan received a unique 

identity, frequently the Javanese roots of this technique 

are clearly visible in the composition and selection of 

motifs. In the recent decades the production of batik 

textiles became an important cottage industry of West 

Bengal, providing thousands of women with a reliable 

source of income and economic independence. 

In Jakarta in 2016, Dr Wronska-Friend published a book, 

Batik Jawa bagi Dunia. Javanese batik to the world, in 

(Continued from page 11) 

Indonesian textiles in India cont. 

which, she examined the outcomes of transplanting the batik 

technique to Santiniketan. The publication drew the 

attention of Professor Iwan Pranoto, Cultural Attaché at the 

Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in New Delhi, who 

decided to visit Santiniketan during her research at the Visva 

Bharati University in order to learn more about the 

Indonesian legacy in the cultural traditions of West Bengal. 

As Tagore’s visit to Indonesia in 1927 resulted in three 

decades of an intensive exchange of drama and textiles 

artists, teachers, painters and craftsmen between both 

countries, one of the objectives became the re-

establishment of this cultural exchange. September 2017 

marked 90 years since Tagore’s remarkable journey, and on 

the incentive of Professor Pranoto, the government of the 

Republic of Indonesia decided to invite a group of Indian 

scholars from the Visva Bharati University to travel to Java 

and Bali, following the footsteps of the great Indian poet. In 

2018 Dr Wronska-Friend will publish a catalogue of 

Indonesian textiles and Indian batiks, with subsequent 

exhibitions to be held at the Kala Bhawana Nandan Museum 

at Santiniketan and National Museum at Jakarta.  

Tagore’s visit has been documented in several hundred 

photographs as well as numerous letters written by the staff 

members who accompanied Tagore on his 1927 journey. 

These documents have been deposited at the archives at the 

Leiden University and have been studied by Dr Wronska-

Friend in 2016 during her visit to Europe.   

Dr Wronska-Friend with Professor Pranoto – the Cultural Attaché of 

the Indonesian Embassy in New Delhi (left) and members of the  

Visva Bharati University (centre) 

Maria Friend | Batik sari made at Santiniketan  

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/researchers/maria-wronska-friend/
http://www.visvabharati.ac.in/
http://www.visvabharati.ac.in/
http://sutratextilestudies.com/
http://www.visvabharati.ac.in/KalaBhavana.html
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west to the Queensland/NT border. Ignite 

FNQ will establish an innovation ecosystem 

based on a ‘hub and spoke’ model. Core 

innovation centres in Cairns and the 

Tablelands will empower outreach centres in 

remote and rural locations to deliver 

grassroots innovation programs. 

How to get involved? Ignite FNQ will be 

working with key groups and organisations in 

the region to develop a three year program 

of activities, events and workshops to help 

build the innovation ecosystem in Far North 

Queensland. There are also sponsorship 

opportunities for businesses and 

organisations wishing to promote innovation 

in the region. 

Find out more! 

Website: ignitefnq.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ignitefnq 

Email: info@ignitefnq.org 

The Institute’s Professor Allan Dale was 

appointed as a Director for Ignite FNQ. Ignite 

FNQ has a vision to connect and empower 

diverse FNQ communities by fostering 

innovation to build social, economic and 

environmental prosperity. Both Allan and 

Ignite FNQ were recently involved in 

TEDxJCUCairns with Allan being an MC and 

volunteers from Ignite FNQ running an 

information stand. 

What they do? Ignite FNQ aims to enable a 

regionally-connected network of innovation 

by providing the tools, support services and 

training to build capacity and capability for 

fostering success in growing jobs through 

start-ups and existing businesses. 

Advancing a Regional Innovation 

Ecosystem  The Far North Queensland region 

extends from Cassowary Coast in the south 

to the Cape and Torres Strait in the north and 

IGN!TE FNQ 

"Ignite FNQ will 
establish an innovation 
ecosystem based on a 
‘hub and spoke’ model. 
Core innovation centres 
in Cairns and the 
Tablelands will 
empower outreach 
centres in remote and 
rural locations to 
deliver grassroots 
innovation programs.” 

Ignite FNQ 

Science fiction helps us deal with science 

Cairns Institute PhD student and Postgraduate 

Fellow Ben Menadue has written an article 

about his recent paper on the relationship 

between science fiction and broader cultural 

interests. Science fiction helps us deal with 

science fact: a lesson from Terminator’s killer 

robots  was published in The Conversation on 

the 23 August 2017 and subsequently 

appeared in print in The Straits Times in 

Singapore.  In it, Ben reflects on the 

significance of science fiction as a popular 

means of exploring emerging human 

interests and concerns, both technological 

and cultural. 

Ben Menadue 

https://pixabay.com/photo-2565320/ 

http://ignitefnq.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ignitefnq
mailto:info@ignitefnq.org
https://theconversation.com/science-fiction-helps-us-deal-with-science-fact-a-lesson-from-terminators-killer-robots-50249
https://theconversation.com/science-fiction-helps-us-deal-with-science-fact-a-lesson-from-terminators-killer-robots-50249
https://theconversation.com/science-fiction-helps-us-deal-with-science-fact-a-lesson-from-terminators-killer-robots-50249
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The aim of the project is for Education and Law students to 

build their intercultural competencies to give them ‘the 

edge’ to be successful when working with other cultures 

across diverse future contexts. Additionally, students will 

collaborate and reflect on how their work through the 

project assists in co-implementing the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development: From Global Commitment to Local 

Action with the project partners. 

For more information about the 2018 Columbo Plan Mobility 

Grants see the joint media release by Minister for Foreign 

Affairs, The Hon Julie Bishop MP and Minister for Education 

and Training, Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham. 

 

Professor Chris Walsh (Cairns Institute Theme Leader for 

Social & Environmental Justice) and Mandy Shircore (Head, 

Law) have been awarded  $66,000 each year for three 

years by the 2018 New Colombo Plan mobility grants for a 

new Education and Law Practicum in Thailand. 

This project will enable JCU Education and Law students to 

undertake a practicum in Thailand as part of a compulsory 

capstone subject. The placements were co-designed with 

project partners CISaustralia (Education) and BABSEACLE 

(Law). Students will work five days a week for three weeks 

in a Thai school or with BABSEACLE Foundation and 

associated local NGOs. They will undertake student 

teaching; outreach work; access to justice evaluations with 

BABSEACLE’s local and regional partners; assist in 

developing strategies to address justice barriers; and 

develop training and information materials.   

2018 New Colombo Plan mobility funding success for Education and Law 

Mailanmaik | pixabay.com/photo-2494527 

Night Market in Bangkok, Thailand | aotaro | flic.kr/p/UmeaQV 

https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_170825a.aspx
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/chris.walsh/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/mandy.shircore/
http://www.cisaustralia.com.au/
https://www.babseacle.org/australia/
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The Cairns Institute and Charles Darwin University’s 

Northern Institute have been collaborating on several 

projects for five years as part of the long standing 

Northern Futures Collaborative Research Network (CRN). 

The CRN has been about lifting research capacity across 

Northern Australia. As part of the CRN, Professor Allan 

Dale, has helped support CDU and emerging researcher 

Elspeth Oppermann in the establishment of a major new 

Heat Stress Research Partnership, an industry-research 

collaboration formed in response to the pervasive and 

complex issue of heat stress across ‘hot and humid’ 

northern Australia. Its objective is to develop regionally 

appropriate heat stress management practices for the 

region, with a focus on the labour-intensive outdoor 

workforce. Other partners include RMIT Centre for Urban 

Research and the Menzies School of Health Research. 

Ongoing research continues on the effects of heat stress 

across a wide range of parameters and several grant 

Heat stress 

applications to add and develop the project have been 

submitted including NHMRC and ARC Linkage applications. 

A number of publications have resulted from the project: 

Brearley, M.B, Norton, I.N., & Trewin, A.S (2017). The case 

for heat acclimatization of disaster responders – an 

Australian perspective. Frontiers in Public Health, 5, 98. 

doi:10.3389/fpubh.2017.00098  

Oppermann, E., Brearley, M., Law, L., Smith, J. A., Clough, 

A., & Zander, K. (2017). Heat, health, and humidity in 

Australia's monsoon tropics: A critical review of the 

problematization of ‘heat’ in a changing climate. Wiley 

Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, 8, e468. 

doi:10.1002/wcc.468  

Strengers, Y., & Maller, C. (2017). Adapting to ‘extreme’ 

weather: Mobile practice memories of keeping warm and 

cool as a climate change adaptation strategy, Environment 

and Planning A, 49(6). doi:10.1177/0308518X17694029 

NeuPaddy | pixabay.com/photo-2098461 

Book launch in Munich 
Jennifer’s travel to the conference was sponsored by The 

Cairns Institute and the Ian Potter Foundation.   

Dr Jennifer Gabriel recently attended the 11th European 

Society for Oceanists (ESfO) Conference in Munich, Germany 

from 29 June–2 July 2017 where she and Dr Mike Wood 

presented a paper titled What models of cultural tourism 

development offer best prospects for optimisation of host-

guest exchanges?  

A book launch for the edited book, Kastom, Property and 

Ideology: Land Transformations in Melanesia, was held at the 

conference.  Jennifer, Associate Professor Paul Nelson (JCU), 

Associate Professor Colin Filer (ANU) and Dr Mike Wood 

(JCU) have a chapter in the book titled "Oil palm 

development and large-scale land acquisitions in Papua New 

Guinea".   

L-R: Dr Jennifer Gabriel, Prof Lamont Lindstrom (ANU),  

Assoc Prof Colin Filer (ANU), Dr Siobhan McDonnell (ANU), 

Ms Georgina Numbasa (UPNG), Prof George Curry (Curtin  

University), Prof Gina Koczberski (Curtin University)  

http://www.cdu.edu.au/northern-institute
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2017.00098
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2017.00098
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2017.00098
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wcc.468
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wcc.468
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wcc.468
http://dx.doi.org/%2010.1177/0308518X17694029
http://dx.doi.org/%2010.1177/0308518X17694029
http://dx.doi.org/%2010.1177/0308518X17694029
http://esfo-org.eu/
http://esfo-org.eu/
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/series/state-society-and-governance-melanesia/kastom-property-and-ideology
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/series/state-society-and-governance-melanesia/kastom-property-and-ideology
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The award also noted that apart from his contributions to 

research, education and higher degree research (HDR) 

training, Ton has had considerable impact on the 

institutional development of the fields of anthropology, 

archaeology and linguistics at Aarhus University and 

Moesgaard Museum as leader of externally funded (and 

often interdisciplinary) research projects, as Head of the 

Institute of Anthropology, Archaeology and Linguistics 

(Aarhus University, 2001-2006), PhD program leader 

(2008-9), and as Head of the Ethnographic Department at 

the Moesgaard Museum (since 2013). He uses his 

continuing position as tropical leader at The Cairns 

Institute (since 2010) to enable and develop international 

collaborations with JCU staff, both in the field of research 

and that of HDR training. 

 

On 15 September 2017  Professor Ton Otto, part-time 

Tropical Leader at The Cairns Institute, Anthropology 

Professor at Aarhus University, and Head of the 

Ethnographic Department of Moesgaard Museum in 

Aarhus, Denmark, received a knighthood in the Danish 

order of the Dannebrog from HM the Queen of Denmark. 

This award publically acknowledged Ton’s services to the 

university, the museum and the community.  

In particular, the award recognised Ton’s achievements in 

research with high international visibility with a thematic 

focus on cultural change, temporality and agency, and 

with a regional base in Melanesia. Ton has contributed to 

the development of visual research methods within 

ethnography and has made films and exhibitions that 

have attracted international prizes as well as wide 

audience recognition. In addition, Ton has played a 

significant role in the national (Danish) and international 

(with JCU) collaboration around PhD training, for example 

as Head of the Danish Research School of Anthropology 

and Ethnography (2004-2008). 

Danish Knighthood for Ton Otto 

Ton on fieldwork 

Ton on fieldwork 
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The panel consisted of:  

Professor Robyn McDermott – Professor of Public Health 

Medicine at the Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention 

James Cook University 

Dr Louis Peachey – Senior Medical Officer at the Atherton 

District Hospital  

James Fa’Aoso – Head of Leadership at Cape York 

Partnerships 

Cleveland Fagan – Former CEO of Apunipima 

Professor Frank Oberklaid  – Foundation Director of the 

Centre for Community Child Health at The Royal Children's 

Hospital – Melbourne 

Questions about a variety of issues were discussed at the 

forum, including foetal alcohol syndrome, public policy, 

prevention of chronic disease and how best to connect 

with others to avoid service duplication.  

Communities for children 

On 14 July 2017 Mission Australia‘s Communities for Children 

program and The Cairns Institute hosted a lecture and 

discussion with Professor Frank Oberklaid.   

Professor Oberklaid, OAM, MD, FRACP, DCH, is the 

Foundation Director of the Centre for Community Child 

Health at The Royal Children's Hospital – Melbourne, Co-

Group Leader of Child Health Policy, Equity and Translation 

at the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, and an 

Honorary Professor of Paediatrics at the University of 

Melbourne. He is a member of the Communities for Children 

(CfC) Cairns South and Yarrabah committee.  

Also in attendance was the Honourable Mr Stanley Jones AO 

QC, who is a also a committee member for the CfC Cairns 

South project. Phil Flint, the North Queensland Area 

Manager of Mission Australia, acted as MC.  

Professor Oberklaid discussed the importance of the Early 

Years (0-12) and expressed concerns that the data is not 

showing great improvements in outcomes for children. He 

believes: “You can’t be exposed to the importance of the 

early years and continue business as usual.” 

Reflecting on the many longitudal studies and the research 

on brain development, Professor Oberklaid highlighted the 

need for a new approach and a framework for doing better.  

A recording of Professor Oberklaid’s presentation can be 

viewed online.  

Following Professor Oberklaid’s lecture, a community panel 

hosted by ABC Far North Radio Presenter Kier Shorey 

discussed some of the issues affecting children and young 

people. 

L-R: Frank Oberklaid, Sarah Brown (Mission Australia), Phil Flint 

https://mediasite.jcu.edu.au/Mediasite/Play/a0603ea7d6504f7092950d554f5725031d


  Page 18 

Presently there is a lot of discussion about the social 

significance and impact of research and how to achieve 

and measure this. One of the ways I have pursued to 

spread insights from my research in social anthropology is 

to make exhibitions. While fulltime in Cairns, I did this, for 

example, by organising photo exhibitions at the Tanks Art 

Centre and in the JCU Cairns library on research done in 

Papua New Guinea by my research team. My move to 

work for the Moesgaard Museum in Aarhus, Denmark, has 

allowed me to work with the exhibition medium at a much 

larger scale. 

An installation, called The Time Travellers, which I created 

for the new museum building has been seen by the more 

than 1.2 million people who have visited the museum 

since its opening in October 2014. Fair enough, not all have 

closely observed the installation, but all will have had at 

least a glimpse of it, as it is centrally placed on the stairs in 

the large foyer of the museum, which is visible from the 

entrance and from the well-visited restaurant, and which 

all people have to pass if they enter the exhibition areas. 

On closer inspection of the installation, visitors will 

discover three highly realistic mannequins representing 

three individuals, who are obviously from different 

cultures: the Yolngu Aboriginal man, Paul Gurrumuruwuy; 

the Siberian shaman woman, Galina Ainatgual; and the 

Making exhibitions 

British physicist, Stephen Hawking. The three persons are 

apparently in discussion with each other. Words that flow 

down a projected stream of water form sentences that 

each of them are saying. Apparently they are talking about 

issues concerning time.  

The text on the wall provides some background: 

The passage of time affects all human beings. But people 

understand and experience time very differently.  

Here on the stairs, three contemporary individuals discuss 

their ideas about time on the basis of very different cultural 

traditions: modern science, ancestral lore, and shamanistic 

ritual. They address the big questions that engage human 

beings all over the world: Where do we come from and 

where are we going? 

In three recorded video interviews the audience can learn 

more about the three interlocutors’ views on the flow of 

time. The key idea is to show how a universal given is 

culturally refracted and enacted. While sharing the same 

time, the three contemporary individuals have starkly 

different ways to conceptualise how past, present and 

future are connected.  

Ethnographic museum displays have long been criticised 

for creating representations of other cultures outside of 

time. This exhibit challenges this mode of curation and also 

the linear presumptions of Western historical time. 

Recasting the old exhibition form of using human figures, 

this exhibit re-purposes museum diorama in a montage 

setting by bringing three people together in an unlikely 

configuration. In doing so it enacts another level of 

realism—hyperrealism—to create both an element of 

reality and estrangement. The significance of this exhibit as 

a research project is that it creatively enacts the mission of 

(Continued on page 19) 

The new Moesgaard Museum blends in with the surrounding landscape  

The installation of the Time Travellers, seen from above  

http://www.moesgaardmuseum.dk/en/
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museum, at a time when the staff, including myself, are 

working on a large special exhibition on pastoral 

nomadism in the Mongolian steppes. In addition, they will 

participate in three relevant PhD courses, one of which will 

focus on practice-based research with emphasis on 

exhibition making and the collaboration between 

anthropology and art. In addition the students will gain 

experience in teaching as well, as they will be assistant 

teachers in a course on the communication of research for 

second year BA students in anthropology. A central part of 

this course is the making of a temporary exhibition at 

Moesgaard Museum by the students. The exhibition in a 

well-equipped room of 150m2 will be accessible to all 

museum visitors during the busy months of July and 

August. In this way we are able to combine PhD training, 

BA education and museum practice in a wonderful and 

productive way. 

Professor Ton Otto 
College of Arts, Society & Education  

anthropology to communicate across cultural differences 

about the common conditions of human kind. It claims 

both universalism of being a human person and the 

specificities of cultural perspective, embodied by 

individually identified figures, who have collaborated with 

anthropologists to create this exhibit. 

The installation is often included in guided tours and has 

been featured in academic reviews, newspaper articles, 

and radio programs. It has become one of the iconic 

features of Moesgaard Museum.  

During the first semester of 2018, three PhD students from 

the College of Arts, Society & Education (CASE) at JCU, who 

are also enrolled at Aarhus University under a co-tutelle 

agreement between the two universities, will have their 

primary workplace at Moesgaard Museum. They are part 

of the PhD program led by Associate Professor Jennifer 

Deger and myself, with the title: Visual, digital, material: 

Experimental screen and museum ethnography. At 

Moesgaard Museum they will be able to get experience 

with the daily practice at a large culture-historical 

(Continued from page 18) 

Making exhibitions cont. 

Caption 3 
A recent exhibition on Nepalese artists in their society, in the room that 

students can use for their exhibition course  

The new Moesgaard Museum 
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Her examiner’s committee stated in their report: 

In our assessment, this thesis is perhaps one of the most 

important ethnographic works on the Sepik River area 

over the past several decades, drawing on contemporary 

ideas in anthropology informed largely by Heidegger and 

anthropologists of an existential phenomenological bent. 

The thesis evidences outstanding ethnographic skills and 

success, and rigorous data collection.  

Furthermore, one of her examiners wrote: 

Falck’s PhD dissertation is a highly original contribution to 

the themes of cultural and religious change that will prove 

important, especially to Melanesian studies, but which 

also has the potential to take the anthropological studies 

of religion to an entirely new level of analysis. 

Christiane’s thesis is accessible via JCU ResearchOnline. 

Christiane Falck, one of JCU’s former PhD students, was 

awarded the Dean’s Award for Research Higher Degree 

Excellence for demonstrated excellence in the completion 

of her research degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 

September 2017.  

Christiane conducted her PhD studies in anthropology 

under a co-tutelle agreement at JCU’s College of Arts, 

Society & Education, and at the School of Culture and 

Society, Aarhus University (Denmark) from 2012 to 2016. 

Her research was supervised by Professor Ton Otto 

(primary supervisor) and Dr Michael Wood (secondary 

supervisor). She is now employed at the Institute of Social 

and Cultural Anthropology in Göttingen, Germany, as a 

lecturer. Christiane is also an Adjunct Research Fellow at 

JCU’s College of Arts, Society & Education. 

In her thesis Calling the Dead – Spirits, Mobile Phones, and 

the Talk of God in a Sepik Community (Papua New 

Guinea), Christiane explores lines of continuity and change 

in the Nyaura (West Iatmul) village Timbunmeli in Papua 

New Guinea.  

Christiane conducted 14 months of fieldwork in 

Timbunmeli, situated at the Chambri Lake, East Sepik 

Province, to examine how villagers appropriated 

charismatic Catholicism and mobile phones. Via prayers, 

spirit possessions, and phones the Timbunmeli currently 

call on spiritual others who are an intimate part of their 

lifeworld and crucial for people’s well-being and strength. 

The thesis includes personal and methodological 

reflections about experiences Christiane had with her 

interlocutors that have strongly been influenced by her 

being perceived as a dead person from the village who 

had returned in a white body.  

Dean’s Award for Christiane Falck 

https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/48801/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/48801/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/48801/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/48801/
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The Streets Movement Organisation (TSM) is excited to 

announce the launch of its international program, the 

Mulumulung (Moo-loo-moo-long) International Scholar 

Initiative. The program, which is the first of its kind in 

Australia, is run in partnership with Grant Thornton, 

Australia and the Grant Thornton Foundation, and support 

from The Cairns Institute and the local community. 

TSM is a community development organisation situated in 

The Cairns Institute which offers programs which include: 

 Community health and wellbeing through boxing 

programs 

 The Streets Ahead Initiative, a school based program 

working with high schools across Far North Queensland 

to provide mentorship and help students deal with a 

range of social issues 

 Men’s groups in prison, and for those on probation and 

parole, aimed at keeping men out of the criminal justice 

system and strong within community. 

With a new community centre about to come online, the 

flagship program is the Mulumulung International Scholar 

Initiative. This program provides Indigenous students an 

opportunity to engage with universities around the world. 

The first cohort of students is flying to Cambridge and 

Oxford Universities in the UK in November this year. 

From Cairns to Cambridge 

Jesse T. Martin, CEO of TSM explains: “I grew up here in 

Cairns and throughout my time here and the work we do, 

so much potential is lost. Mulumulung is Eora language, 

my mob’s word for the Pleiades constellation which has 

helped guide explorers into the unknown for centuries. In 

a similar way, we aim to guide these students and young 

people through pathways to improve their opportunities 

as well as create role models for future students.” 

TSM would like to thank its amazing partners Grant 

Thornton, Australia and the Grant Thornton Foundation for 

making the whole program possible, as well the wonderful 

support from The Cairns Institute, JCU. “Creating pathways 

and improving opportunities for our indigenous students 

up here is not possible without partnership and local 

support. The Cairns Institute has really believed in us from 

the start,” Jesse explains.  

Students going to Cambridge L-R: Mia Walsh, Shanna David,  

Kyla Backhouse, Stanley Nona & Che Taylor 
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On 18 September 2017 Ms Rosy Sofia Akbar, Fiji Minister 

for Health and Medical Services, opened the Creating 

Futures (CF) conference in Suva, Fiji. Having previously 

been Minister for Women, Children and Poverty 

Alleviation she was well placed to consider the objectives 

of the conference and the Leadership in Mental Health: 

Island Nations course which ran in parallel. Across her 

portfolio she has had responsibility both for key social 

determinants of mental health and its vicissitudes, and 

service responses to the consequences. In welcoming 

delegates she made note of the “… diverse and eminent 

group, all of whom are united by the goals of building 

networks, sharing knowledge and experiences, and 

developing skills with the ultimate aim of ensuring safer, 

better and more effective care for those in our 

communities who experience mental illness. That aim is 

captured well in the conference theme - Strengthening 

Mental Health Capacity in the Pacific”. 

Creating Futures 17: Fiji was the seventh Creating Futures 

conference, the second held beyond Cairns (2012 was in 

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea) and the second to be 

run in conjunction with the Leadership in Mental Health: 

Island Nations course (the first being at Creating Futures 

2015 in Cairns). Elements of both these meetings were 

incorporated in Suva: the structure for the conference was 

a series of 32 locally nominated workshops in parallel 

sessions delivered by volunteer experts from Australia in 

conjunction with local colleagues. The Leadership in 

Mental Health (LMH) course overlapped the conference, 

and was organised in collaboration with colleagues from 

CF17 in Suva 

Sangath, an Indian NGO that developed the course which 

was also delivered in 2015 and 2017.  

In addition to the workshops, eleven plenaries were 

delivered across a broad range of issues. To note only one, 

Dr Isimeli Tukana, National Advisor – Non-Communicable 

Diseases Prevention and Control in the Fiji Ministry of 

Health and Medical Services emphasised the need to shift 

from searching “lap-tops” for solutions to reinforcing the 

need for “neck-tops” to take responsibility for their own 

and others’ wellbeing.  

In addition to the forty presenters from Australia, New 

Zealand, South Africa and India and a similar number of 

local co-facilitators, there were some thirty delegates from 

Pacific Islands other than Fiji, and around 120 delegates 

from Fiji itself, equally divided across Ministry of Health 

and NGOs. Importantly, consumer and carer groups were 

represented and the Fiji Association for Mental Health and 

the Psychiatric Survivors Association provided both a 

plenary session and a designated workshop. Coordinated 

through The Cairns Institute and in collaboration with the 

University of Queensland and Sangath, CF17 would not 

have been possible without local support and the feedback 

is such that there is clearly an opportunity build 

momentum. Roll on CF19. 

Ernest Hunter 

Cairns Institute Adjunct Professor 
(Continued on page 23) 

Caption Conference delegates 

Front L-R: Dr Odille Chang (FaHM), Ms Rosy Sofia Akbar, Minister for Health and 

Medical Services  Fiji, Ernest Hunter, Dr Cikamatana, Dr John Allan Qld Health,  

Dr Yuta Setoya WHO and other conference delegates 

Allan Dale facilitating a workshop 



  Page 23 

It was an extraordinary experience being part of the 

Creating Futures Conference and the Leadership in Mental 

Health (LMH): Island Nations course that were held in Suva 

in September 2017. My particular focus was on the LMH 

course which ran as one stream through the conference 

and continued for three days after that. It was attended by 

psychiatrists, psychiatric nurses and other mental health 

professionals from a number of the Pacific Island Nations 

including Fiji, Cook Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Tonga, Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, 

Kiribati and Vanuatu. The course was designed to develop 

leadership in these Pacific Island Nations towards 

developing and scaling up mental health interventions 

particularly in low resource environments. 

(Continued from page 22) 

CF17 in Suva cont. 

As one of the facilitators of the course, it was very 

satisfying and humbling to work with all the talented 

participants who are managing to provide mental health 

services in their respective countries with the limited 

resources that they have access to. The participants 

engaged with the key concepts introduced in the course 

actively and the enthusiasm that they brought to 

developing the emerging ideas was exciting. Several of the 

participants from the last course held in Cairns in 2015 also 

played key roles in facilitating this course. It was a great 

learning experience, both for the participants and the 

facilitators, and led to some clear ideas for scaling up 

mental health. I hope that the outcomes of this course will 

have significant positive outcomes on the mental health 

systems in the Pacific Island Nations over the coming 

years. 

Narayan Gopalkrishnan 

College of Arts, Society & Education  

Regional Forum L-R: Ada Moadsiri (WHO), Rodney Yee (DFAT),  

Berlin Kafoa (Pacific Community), John Allan (Qld Health),   

Philip Davies (MoMHS) 

Dr John Allan accepting thanks on behalf of QLD Health who were major sup-

porters of the conference from Dr Cikamatana Fiji’s MoMHS 

LMH delegates and facilitators 

Dr Florence Munga (PNG) speaking at the Regional Forum on behalf of practioners 

Dr George Leao Tuitama (Samoa) and Dr Odille Chang (Fiji)  
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We again integrated TEDxJCUCairns into a JCU Creative 

Media subject. This year’s students designed the logo, the T-

shirts, captured images, designed the printed program, ran 

social media campaigns and were involved in the filming on 

the day. All of this was only possible due to the generous 

mentorship of professionals including the camera crew, 

Daniela Vávrová, Craig Middleton, Jen Frei and Tai Inoue. The 

students also did a short video shout out to 

TEDxHindujaCollege which will be shown at their event in 

Mumbai. 

All the talks will be loaded to the TEDx Youtube page in the 

next 4-6 weeks. Please follow us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/tedxjcucairns or check out our website 

for information. 

TEDxJCUCairns took place for the 4th year on Saturday 2 

September 2017. The day was a great success with 12 

speakers and topics ranging from bananas to tuberculosis 

and poetry to plastic straws, all fitting well within the 

theme of Tropovation. One of our speakers, 9 year old 

Molly Steer, has already gained some national media 

attention  

As well has having 

talented musicians in 

the line-up including 

Deline Briscoe and the 

Yarrabah Brass Band, 

the audience were also 

treated to the pure 

sounds of Natalia Mann 

playing her red harp 

during the lunch break. 

Mungalli Creek Dairy 

returned with a 

selection of their organic 

produce and Yorkey’s 

Yoga allowed everyone 

to stretch during lunch. Ignite FNQ were also on hand to 

explain their mission of fostering innovation in FNQ. This 

year we tried something different and had an artist in 

residence, Simone Arnol, who showcased her amazing 

fashion designs using traditional dyed fabrics. 

Our day ran smoothly with the help of many volunteers 

including the talented MCs, Professor Allan Dale, Kier 

Shorey from ABC Far North and Destiny Prophet. 

Tropwater’s Alex Carter and Alysha Sozou did a great job 

as stage managers and David Burston from Toastmaster 

was on hand to smooth any last minute nerves.  

TEDxJCUCairns 2017 

Molly Steer 

Caption 

Yarrabah Brass Band 

Zoe Pertiwi 

Karen Joyce 

Molly Steer 

https://www.facebook.com/tedxjcucairns/
https://tedxjcucairns.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr5Py1r9xjw
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-06/cairns-schoolgirl-molly-steer-fights-to-save-great-barrier-reef/8869688
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-06/cairns-schoolgirl-molly-steer-fights-to-save-great-barrier-reef/8869688
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Support from the Government of Australia in partnership 

with the Government of Papua New Guinea, along with 

the collective effort of the two universities, has helped to 

pave the way for UPNG to focus on enhancing teaching 

and learning across UPNG and tropical regions worldwide.  

The GCTE Orientation/Induction for Cohort 3 was held at 

UPNG on Tuesday 24 October 2017.  

Teaching for the first course: Fundamentals of Tertiary 

Teaching is scheduled for 6-10 November 2017. The UPNG 

course is coordinated by Dr Goru Hane-Nou with teaching 

support from UPNG colleagues. JCU will move to the role 

of a critical friend arrangement for delivery of the GCTE to 

Cohort 3 by UPNG.  

 

James Cook University (JCU) Twinning Agreement with the 

University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG) reached a major 

milestone in September 2017 with the UPNG Senate 

approving the UPNG Graduate Certificate of Tertiary 

Education (GCTE). 

This is the culmination of an 18-month project supported 

by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

between JCU and UPNG aimed at improving research and 

teaching at the two universities. The new certificate will 

enable Papua New Guinea students to get formal, 

internationally recognised qualifications in tertiary 

education.   

JCU supported the establishment of the GCTE by 

facilitating a Staff Induction of the UPNG GCTE team. The 

outcomes of the induction included a shared 

understanding of the purpose of the GCTE and the 

philosophy underpinning its delivery at UPNG, and the 

development of a detailed plan for the induction of future 

Cohort 3 candidates. Most importantly, this first induction 

included the delivery of the first course: Fundamentals in 

Tertiary Teaching, and a delivery schedule for the 

subsequent three courses. 

Newly appointed GCTE Course Coordinator and GCE 

participant, UPNG’s Dr Goru Hane-Nou said the joint 

program with JCU was mutually beneficial to academics 

from both universities. “The Twinning Project between 

JCU and UPNG has equipped participants personally and 

professionally with the right skills needed to deliver 

higher education in teaching and learning,” Dr Hane-Nou 

said.   

UPNG and JCU celebrate a major milestone 

Dr Goru  Hane-Nou, Course Coordinator  

L-R back row: Mr Nehemiah Akia, Mrs Regina Kiele-Sapak,  

Mr Willie Huanduo, Mr Lote Lisania, A/Prof Kate Sheppard 

L-R front ow: Dr Goru Hane-Nou, Mrs Etuparo Buka,  

Mrs Lydia Hiawalyer, Mrs Ruth Pape 
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The Early Years Conference will be held for the third time 

17-18 May 2018 at the Pullman Cairns International. The 

2018 conference—Today’s Children Tomorrow’s Future—is 

a collaboration between Mission Australia, the Benevolent 

Society, Queensland Department of Education and Training 

– Early Childhood Education and Care, the Department of 

Communities, Child Safety & Disability Services, 

Queensland Health and The Cairns Institute. This holistic 

and cross-sectional collaboration will create a unique 

opportunity to have a strong state and regional focus on 

the importance of birth to 12 in regards to evidence based 

planning with a community collective impact. 

The conference has an impressive lineup of keynote 

speakers: 

Professor Richie Poulton – Director of the Dunedin 

Multidisciplinary Health and Development Research Unit, 

University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand 

Professor Kerry Arabena – Executive Director, First 1000 

Days Australia. Director, Indigenous Health Equity Unit. 

President, International Association of Ecology and Health, 

The University of Melbourne 

Early Years Conference announces keynotes 

Bob Perry – Emeritus Professor in the School of Education 

at Charles Sturt University and Director, Peridot Education 

Pty Ltd.  

Professor Ross Homel – Foundation Professor of 

Criminology and Criminal Justice at Griffith University, 

Brisbane. 

Dr Stacey Fox – Acting Policy Program Director, Mitchell 

Institute, Melbourne 

Dr Tim Moore – Senior Research Fellow, Centre for 

Community Child Health, Murdoch Childrens Research 

Institute, Melbourne 

Call for abstracts and registrations are now open and for 

more information please visit 

www.earlyyearsconference.com.au 

 

Caption Counselling | pixabay.com/photo-888066  

http://www.earlyyearsconference.com.au
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The Conference also engaged delegates in two workshops: 

“Tropes and Imagery: The Keys to Using Social Media for 

Research” by Dr Jackie Wolstenholme, and “Tropical 

Imagination to eTropic Publication” by Associate Professor 

Anita Lundberg.  

The aim of Jackie’s workshop was to engage the delegates 

in both the real and virtual platforms of the conference so 

tweets (#tropicalimaginary) from the delegates were 

reflected on the live Twitter Wall projected on a screen. 

Tweets during the conference reached over 24.1K 

impressions. The activities on the conference Facebook 

page were continued over the days of the conference as 

well as the weeks before and after. This helped keep the 

delegates engaged as well as their academic colleagues in 

various parts of the world. The Facebook page was 

maintained by the Bachelor of Arts ‘Arts Edge’ students, 

especially the social media team. Activity on Facebook 

amassed a reach of over 10,709 people with 3,526 views of 

the videos uploaded.  

(Continued on page 28) 

Tropics of the Imagination, a multidisciplinary conference 

on imaginative and creative approaches to culture and 

nature in the tropics, was established in 2009 by Professor 

Stephen Torre of the College of Arts, Society and Education 

(CASE). A biannual conference, it is open to researchers, 

research students, practitioners and the learned public. 

This year, for the first time, the conference was held in the 

tropical metropolis of Singapore. In celebration of this 

sense of place, the conference theme was Living Cities: 

Tropical Imaginaries. It was convened by Associate 

Professor Anita Lundberg from James Cook University 

Singapore (JCUS), who chose to hold the conference in the 

burgeoning arts precinct of Singapore. The organisation of 

the conference was undertaken by the JCUS Bachelor of 

Arts ‘Arts Edge’ capstone students.  

The conference attracted 44 delegates from many parts of 

the world including Australia, Singapore, the Philippines, 

Borneo, Thailand,  Vietnam, Malaysia, Hong Kong, USA, 

Germany and Poland.  

The first event was a cocktail reception on the Wednesday 

evening at The Rendezvous Hotel where the delegates 

were welcomed by Anita and several academics from JCUS.  

Day two of the conference began with a welcome speech 

by the Conference Convenor, Associate Professor Anita 

Lundberg and a talking head video address by Vice 

Chancellor and President, Professor Sandra Harding.   

The JCU speech was followed by a keynote address by 

award-winning architect, academic and TV personality, 

Professor Jason Pomeroy. Professor Pomeroy is the 

Founding Principal of Singapore-based sustainable 

urbanism, architecture, design and research firm Pomeroy 

Studio and sustainable education provider, Pomeroy 

Academy. 

Tropical Imaginaries in Singapore 

Associate Professor Anita Lundberg’s talking head (2017) | 

youtu.be/0io2ubsSH94  

Smart Cities 2.0 Jason Pomeroy  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/tropicalimaginary
https://www.facebook.com/tropicalimaginary/
https://www.jcu.edu.sg/
https://www.jcu.edu.sg/
https://youtu.be/0io2ubsSH94
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Tropical Imaginaries in Singapore cont. 

Day three of the conference was opened by Distinguished 

Professor Stewart Lockie, Director of The Cairns Institute. 

The Cairns Institute has been supportive of the Tropics of the 

Imagination Conference over the years, with the conference 

regularly being held at the iconic Cairns Institute building. 

The Institute also has under its auspices several journals, 

including eTropic: electronic journal of studies in the tropics.  

The workshop by Anita entitled “Tropical Imagination to 

eTropic Publication” introduced the eTropic journal to the 

delegates. The journal publishes new research from arts, 

humanities, social sciences and allied fields on the variety 

and interrelatedness of nature, culture and society within 

the tropical regions of the world. The journal is part of 

CASE and is also under the auspices of The Cairns 

(Continued from page 27) Institute. The workshop provided an overview of the 

history of the journal and the relation of eTropic and 

Tropics of the Imagination Conference. Anita also 

explained the possibilities for publishing in eTropic and 

announced the Call for Papers for the next issue. 

The evening of day three of the conference included an 

exhibition and dinner, both held at the National Museum of 

Singapore. The pre-dinner exhibition, Story of the Forest, is 

by the internationally renowned art collective teamLab. The 

exhibition brings to life 69 drawings which explore the 

relationship between humans and nature. These colonial 

drawings are from the famous Farquhar Collection. 

The night ended with dinner at the museum’s restaurant 

‘Food for Thought’. The entertainment for the evening was 

sponsored by Maple Music. The lead singer and 

accompanying acoustic guitarists provided tropical music in 

the form of songs from Papua New Guinea and Indonesia. 

The garments for the lead singer were kindly lent by the 

Embassy of Papua New Guinea in Singapore.  

The final day of the conference was set aside for participants 

to explore the living arts and cultures of Singapore’s 

museums, galleries, heritage centres and ethnic areas.  

Associate Professor Anita Lundberg 

James Cook University Singapore 

Deepthi, K. |2016 | Rainforest come to life at National Museum 

Singapore’s Glass Rotunda, Connected to India  

Conference delegates and the wonderful BA ‘Arts Edge’ students  

Maple Music lead singer Lince Uago and guitarist Jovin Kesumo  

with Dr Denise Dillon JCU Singapore  

https://journals.jcu.edu.au/etropic/index
https://journals.jcu.edu.au/etropic/index
http://nationalmuseum.sg/
http://nationalmuseum.sg/
http://nationalmuseum.sg/exhibitions/exhibition-list/story-of-the-forest
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Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/ 

Event Date & location 

Parlour forum: A marvel of women 

Designed in Cairns Free Public Forum 

12 October 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

The islands and the whales 

ALTAR Free Film Screening 

18 October 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Reflexive & reciprocal constructions in Hmong 

LCRC Workshop by Nathan White 

18 October 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Raw material movement in early Holocene Mediterranean seascapes:  

The view from Cyprus 

CABAH seminar by Theodora Moutsiou 

20 October 2017 

Cairns B1-107 Townsville 04-006 

Reflexive (and reciprocal) constructions in Yidiñ 

LCRC Workshop by Bob Dixon 

25 October 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Life after death: An anthropologists’ cine-dialectic 

Free ALTAR event 

26 October 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

When worlds collide 

LCRC Seminar by Christian Reepmeyer 

1 November 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

On the reconstruction of proto-Zamucoan verb inflection 

LCRC Workshop by Luca Ciucci 

8 November 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

The secret and the sacred: Working with such knowledge 

Language & Culture Research Centre International Workshop 

15-16 November 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

The cyclone written into our landscape 

LCRC Seminar by Chrystopher Spicer 

22 November 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Photography meets research 

A discussion with wildlife photographer Jürgen Freund 

23 November 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Interrogative intonation in Satipo Ashaninka (Arawak) 

LCRC Seminar by Elena Mihas 

24 November 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Call For Papers eTropic journal 

 Theme ‘Living Cities: Tropical Imaginaries’ 

30 November 2017 

PNG Impact Conference 

Research - Innovation - Society Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

12-13 December 2017 

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

Cruising the kula network: First results of an extraordinary expedition 

Seminar by Associate Professor Susanne Kuehling 

Monday 18 December 2017 

The Cairns Institute 

Fourteenth International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social 

Sustainability 

17-19 January 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Today’s Children—Tomorrow’s Future  

Early Years Conference 

17-18 May 2018 

The Pullman Cairns International 

  OCTOBER 2017 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/parlour-forum/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/the-islands-and-the-whales/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/reflexive-hmong/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/cyprus/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/cyprus/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/yidin/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/life-after-death/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/reepmeyer/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/proto-zamucoan/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/secret-and-sacred/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/cyclone/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/freund/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/freund/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/arawak/
https://journals.jcu.edu.au/etropic
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/png-impact-conference/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/kula/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/ecess-conference/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/ecess-conference/
http://www.earlyyearsconference.com.au/Home.3.0.html

