
WHEREAS: 

Decree No. 2023/001 

MOST REV TIMOTHY JAMES HARRIS 
By the grace of God and the authority of the Apostolic See 

BISHOP OF TOWNSVILLE 

DECREE ON RECONFIGURATION OF PARISHES FOR MISSION 

SACRED HEART PARISH AYR 
and 

ST JOSEPH'S PARISH GIRU 
and 

ST COLMAN'S PARISH HOME HILL 
and 

ST JOSEPH'S PARISH BURDEKIN VALLEY 

A. To ensure the best provision of priestly ministry, parish mission renewal and pastoral care for the
faithful of the separate Parishes of Sacred Heart Ayr, St Joseph's Giru, St Joseph's Burdekin Valley,
and St Colman's Home Hill, I have determined that from the 1st October 2023 there should be an
extinctive union of the parishes of Sacred Heart Ayr, St Joseph's Giru, St Joseph's Burdekin Valley,
and St Colman's Home Hill (the four separate parishes) thereby forming a new parish to be
canonically known as Burdekin Catholic Parish and, for civil purposes, known as Burdekin Catholic
Parish.

B. I have consulted with the lay faithful of the four separate parishes. In March 2023, I met with the lay
leaders from the parish pastoral councils and the finance councils of the four parishes to discuss
the reconfiguration proposal. This proposal reflected the fact that one Administrator leads all
parishes, and that these four parishes formed one Burdekin mission and ministry region from mid-
2019. Over the subsequent six weeks, the lay leaders of each parish assisted with consultation of
parishioners on the reconfiguration proposal. I returned to the region in early June to hear from the
lay leaders of each parish, who had collated parishioner feedback on the proposal. Clearly, the
parish communities had been well informed about the reconfiguration proposal through
consultation, newsletters and other means. I heard in person and was provided with a copy of
collated consultation responses, ranging across the spectrum from positive support, to
acknowledgement of the necessity of reconfiguration for both mission and survival, to concerns
about loss of identity, decline in local participation and various practical implementation matters.
After careful listening and reflection, I am of the view that reconfiguration for mission will help to
unite the four communities further for their missionary purpose whilst respecting the particular
character of each.

C. There is a need to give juridical effect to the reconfiguration of the four separate parishes.

ACCORDINGLY, HAVING HEARD THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL, I THIS DAY DECREE: 

1. In accord with Canons 121 and 515 §2, the extinctive union of the former Parishes of Sacred
Heart Ayr, St Joseph's Giru, St Joseph's Burdekin Valley and St Colman's Home Hill (the four 
former parishes) forming a new parish to be canonically known as Burdekin Catholic Parish and 
for civil purposes known as Burdekin Catholic Parish with effect, on and from the 1st of October, 
2023; and








