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Wednesday 27 April 2016 5.30 – 7 pm
 
IMAS Reception Area IMAS Bldg Ground Floor, 20 Castray Esplanade,  
Battery Point, Hobart
 
The Honourable Robert French AC Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia

Rationality and Reasonableness

The Honourable Robert French AC was appointed Chief 
Justice of the High Court of Australia on 1 September 2008. 
At the time of his appointment he was a Judge of the Federal 
Court of Australia, having been appointed to that office in 
November 1986. 

He is a graduate of the University of Western Australia in 
science and law. He was admitted in 1972 and practised as 
a barrister and solicitor in Western Australia until 1983 when 
he went to the Independent Bar. 

He was an associate member of the Trade Practices 
Commission (now the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission) from 1983 to 1986 and Chancellor of the Edith 
Cowan University from 1991 to 1996. From 1994 to 1998 
he was President of the National Native Title Tribunal. At the 

time of his appointment he was an additional member of the Supreme Court of the Australian Capital 
Territory and a member of the Supreme Court of Fiji. He was also a Deputy President of the Australian 
Competition Tribunal and a part-time member of the Australian Law Reform Commission. 

From 2001 to January 2005 he was President of the Australian Association of Constitutional Law. 
In 2010 Chief Justice French was made a Companion in the Order of Australia and a Fellow of the 
Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. He is Patron of the Australian Academy of Law and an 
Honorary Life Member of the Australasian Law Teachers Association.

The Chief Justice’s address will be followed by refreshments.

RSVP essential by Friday 22 April 2016:

W academyoflaw.org.au/events?id=48 
E law.secretary@utas.edu.au 

This event may count as MCLE/CPD points.

http://www.academyoflaw.org.au/events%3Fid%3D48
mailto:law.secretary%40utas.edu.au?subject=


About the Academy of Law
Launched on 17 July 2007 by Her Excellency, Ms Quentin Bryce AC CVO, in her then capacity as 
Governor of Queensland and a Foundation Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law (AAL), the AAL 
is the fifth learned Academy in Australia and is the culmination of a process begun with the Australian 
Law Reform Commission’s landmark report, Managing Justice: a review of the federal civil justice 
system (ALRC 89, 2000). The Foundation Patron of the AAL was The Hon Murray Gleeson AC (former 
Chief Justice of Australia). There are now 266 Fellows of the Academy.

The AAL is a broadly-based and permanent body, comprising individuals of exceptional distinction 
from all parts of the legal community—elected from the judiciary, legal practitioners and legal 
academics—united in a common goal of advancement of the discipline of law and the justice system. 
A distinctive feature of the AAL is that its Fellows and therefore the AAL itself, provide a ‘bridge’ 
linking, indeed uniting, the judiciary, academia and the legal profession in Australia. Information about 
the AAL may be found on its website: www.academyoflaw.org.au.

Managing Justice traced the rapid growth, diversification and fragmentation of the Australian legal 
profession, and the serious challenges these present to the maintenance of a coherent professional 
identity and traditional collegiate approaches.   Without positive action the single ‘legal profession’ 
could become a multiplicity of ‘legal occupations’, none of which sees itself as part of a larger whole.

The objects of the Academy, set out in the AAL Constitution, include:

 > To establish and advance funds to provide scholarships and research grants which advance legal 
education and the discipline of law and promote ethical conduct and professional responsibility.

 > To promote the highest standards of legal scholarship, legal research, legal education, legal 
practice, and the administration of justice.

 > To promote the continuous improvement of the law and of the operation of the legal system.

 > To promote the highest standards of ethical conduct and professional responsibility amongst all 
members of the legal community, including the use of legal skills not merely for material personal 
reward but also in the service of society.

 > To enhance understanding and observance of the rule of law, and community understanding of the 
role and function of law, lawyers, the legal profession, and the judiciary.

 > To provide a forum for cooperation, collaboration, constructive debate and the effective 
interchange of views amongst all branches of the legal community on all matters relating to the 
achievement of these objects.


