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Q1 - "I have a million questions. Does God really hear?"

I think this question is an excellent place to start, because, what's the use of having a Q and A if God doesn't answer questions?
There are really 2 parts to this question. One is 'Is God able to hear us?' The other is 'Is God willing to hear us?'
For the former, we don't have the time to go into depth about the theology of God's existence and creation. But I'd like to quickly say
that it seems clear to me that an intelligent creator God must be able to understand his creation. I've never met a computer programmer
who can't understand the program he has written. In much the same way, God must be able to hear us because he made us.

So the second part is, is God willing to hear from us? The God of the Bible is not a God to shy away from contact with us people. He
is the God Who instigates and initiates contact with us. The Bible says in 1 John that "We love Him because He first loved us." It's not
that we reach up to God but that He reaches down to us. Relationship with us is so important to Him that He was willing to die for it,
and that was through Jesus' death on the cross, to fix our relationship with Him so we can communicate to Him. He can communicate
to us and we can be in a relationship with Him. God has given us His Word, the Bible, and He communicates to us through His word,
and He shows us Himself through Jesus, and in His word He promises many times that "if you ask according to His will, He hears
us.", also so 1 John. This is repeated in many parts of the Bible.

There is a condition there, you might have noticed, that "If we ask according to His will" - relationship is always two ways. God hears
is, but there is no point in Him listening to our questions if we don't listen to His responses. We have to listen to what He says in His
Word, and how He instructs us, and how He set the example through Jesus, and what that means for us, and He is also willing to hear
us if we ask questions of Him in a pure heart.

So the problem with our relationship is not that God is unwilling. He wants to answer every question we have. He wants the best for
us, but we have to listen to Him.

Does anyone want to add anything to that?

Just one thing comes to mind as you were speaking. There is a place in one of the prophets where God says "come, lets reason together."
He is not speaking to the prophet, but to us through the prophet. It's not that God is hiding, or doesn't want to be asked a question.



Q2 - "Why isn't life fair?"

Just a "small" question! :)

I appreciate that the question could come from a number of places, and probably is a very personal question out of experience. So I
recognise that I may not answer it according to what you had in mind from your personal experience, but let me give it a bash.

When we talk about what is fair, the Oxford dictionary says "treating people equally without favouritism or discrimination." so why is life
unfair? It's a good question isn't it - there is so much about life that seems so unfair. As I reflected on it, why do I live in comfort and luxury
when so many others live in poverty?; it's not fair. Why do we live in peace when others are in war-zones and refugee camps? That's not
fair. Why does a tsunami wipe out 250,000 people in 2004 while i was enjoying post-Christmas lunch with my family? Or why is my child
born healthy and another friend's not?

I think possibly the question behind the question "Why is life unfair?" is the God question, though the question does not use the word
"God". Perhaps the question behind it is "Is God fair - is God good?" That is perhaps the emotion we attach to that question and I think that
is the guts of it.

If there is a good, loving God, why is there so much suffering? So that is what I am assuming the question is. If I am wrong, please
come and talk to me afterwards if I've got the wrong angle.

Some have said that God is either good but not powerful, or else He would stop suffering,

or God is powerful, but not good, or He would stop suffering.

Or perhaps there's no God at all, just a random mix of atoms and DNA.

Well I think for me the Bible helps me to make sense of my world because it tells this overarching love story between the Creator and His
broken creation, that helps me understand when I suffer, and it helps me understand when I see suffering.

So very simply the overarching love story is that God is good, God has created our good world and we are the pinnacle of God's good
world, He has made us intentionally to know Him, to love Him, to serve Him, for relationship and to be caretakers of His beautiful world,
but that's not all in harmony now, and right from the beginning that precious relationship has got broken as we turn our backs on God and
say "I don't need you. We want to live our life without You". We break the relationship and as we cut ourselves off from the Life-giver, so
to speak, just like this flower is cut off from the roots where the life comes, we die, we wither, and as a result we destroy ourselves, we
destroy our relationships, we destroy our world.

The evidence is all around us isn't it, in our families, on our news, it's on a global scale. History tells us that much of our suffering is the
result of human evil. Of abuse and injustice, of poverty and greed, of war and every kind of act of oppression; so much of our suffering
comes from that. The Bible also tells us that the creation itself also groans in its bondage to decay; there is a sense in which even the cells
and atoms and the environment are linked to our rebellion and so, "why is life unfair?" Because we are not the way we ought to be, we are
not in sync with our Creator first and foremost, so unless we are rescued, that trajectory goes on into eternity.

To be fair, then, if we are asking a holy God to be fair, He could fairly say "You've rebelled against Me, therefore I will wipe you out." God
is just, and will one day bring all evil to judgment, and we need to consider that when we ask for justice, for fairness; what will that look
like?

His justice is good news for those who have suffered at the hands of evil because there will be One Who will purely and incorruptibly
judge; that is good news if you are in the Sudan and you have suffered unimaginable violence.

But it is bad news for those of us who know we fall short, because I also will be accountable to the God Who sees all.

But we also know from the Bible that God is patient, He is merciful, He is good, He is loving and compassionate, He hasn't left us
with this broken world in the mess we have made for ourselves.

Rather He sends Jesus; He sends Jesus to come up close and personal, to get his hands dirty, to align himself as compassionate and
merciful. We see this in the Gospels when we meet Jesus face to face, when we see God's justice and compassion and mercy, God's
power, all in Jesus.

There was a case where Jesus came across a woman who had lost her only son; this woman was a widow and he meets her as the
funeral procession is going out the gate. He stops the procession, and He sees with compassion, and He speaks to the boy "Get up"
and gives him back to his mother; such an incredible mix of compassion and power.

So we see the God Who cares and the God Who can do something about it. We see God's love and justice come together perfectly in
the Cross, for here we see the God Who can't say "sin does not matter" say "I'll take it for you, I'll take the punishment on your behalf,
I'll step in your place, I'll deal with the rift. We don't have a God Who stands at a distance; we have a God Who comes up close and
personal, Who enters into suffering, Who takes on our suffering for us in order that we might be healed and restored in our
relationship with God.

Instead of giving us what's fair He gives us mercy, He gives us love, He gives us amnesty and forgiveness. Perhaps that goes halfway
to answering that big question.



Q3 - "What will my daughter grow up to be?"

As a mother of 3 daughters this is a question I've often thought about, and obviously if you happen to be the mother or father of daughters or
sons or a mixture of sons and daughters you will have the the same question. I don't think there is a parent who does not look at a newborn
baby and think "I wonder who will you be? We've welcomed you into our family, but who are you, who are you going to be?".

Thankfully God knows, and thankfully He chooses usually not to tell us. When we hold our baby in the hospital for the first time do we
really want to know? Maybe we do want to know that this child will grow up to be healthy, wealthy and wise. But maybe we don't want to
know the trials that this child will go through, we don't want to know the heartache they are going to have, the heartache they are going to
bring to us, the pain that they are going to suffer. Those are questions that God knows, and God only shows them to us at the point where
we need to know.

So what do we wish or pray for our children, if we aren't going to know what is going to happen? What does God want us to ask for our
children, how should we pray for our children?

The world would have us to believe that what we want for our children is that they be healthy, wealthy and wise, whether that is because
they go to bed early and rise early, or whether they buy the right sort of insurance, or whether they buy right sort of shoes, or whether they
buy the right sort of car. The world would have us think that these are the things that matter. But are they the things that matter to God? Are
they the things that God wants for our children?

God sees life differently. God sees the important thing as our relationship with him. In the answer to the "Why isn't life fair?" question we
talked about the need to have a right relationship with God, and it is that right relationship with God that we should most want for our
children, because that is the thing that will have eternal consequences. And we can start sharing that truth with our children right from the
moment when we first hold them in our arms, as we pray for them, as we get to the point where we can read a story to them, to answer their
endless questions. Whether they are 3, or 13 or 33 there still seem to be questions they have and we can still do our best to give them godly
advice.

Timothy was one of the people that Paul disciples. Paul talked about Timothy's relationship with his family and we know that his
grandmother and his mother were both people who taught him the Scriptures and that ought to be our aim as parents and grandparents and
aunts and uncles and friends, to be able to share the Scriptures with our children at whatever opportunity we get. So Paul wrote about
Timothy, "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus."
2 Timothy 3:14,15 ESV

Now if we are going to do that we need to know Christ Jesus as Lord ourselves, because we can't lead our children where we haven't been
ourselves. But as we trust in God and as we pray for our children and give godly answers to the best of our ability, and encourage them to
read the Scriptures, which are infallible, when we certainly aren't infallible, then we will have children who are blessed by God and will
spend eternity with Him.

Q4 - "God must have a nasty mentality if he could only create nature where species eat each
other. Is it a godly way? Could he not come up with a better answer? Nice God!!! Where are you!!!
Wake up!"

There's a couple of questions in that one. I've tried to narrow it down to these questions:-

the first question is 'Why do species eat each other?'

In the first book of the Bible we are presented with a description of animals starting to eat each other after what is called the world-wide
flood.

So if you think of it in terms of a Timeline - first God made everything, including the first man and woman, and everything perfect, and the
animals were herbivores. It did not stay that way. Soon afterwards the man and woman decide to do their own thing and go their own way
and reject God's rules and directions. At that point in time, which sounds like rebellion, and it was, lots of things change, death and disease
came into the world.

About 1600 years went by, people multiplied and the population grew, but they also grew in wickedness and the bad things they were doing
to everyone. God got to the point where He had had enough, so He sent a world-wide flood to cleanse the world, to get rid of all this
badness, and effectively to start all over again with one man, Noah, his family and lots of animals. From this point on we read that species
began to eat each other. (Genesis chapter 9 "God said to Noah and his sons: I am giving you my blessing. Have a lot of children and
grandchildren, so people will live everywhere on this earth. All animals, birds, reptiles, and fish will be afraid of you. I have placed them
under your control, and I have given them to you for food. From now on, you may eat them, as well as the green plants that you have
always eaten." - probably the animals were eating each other too, at or before this point in time).

secondly, was it always this way?



No, as I just said, before the first couple chose to go against God, Genesis indicated it wasn't. Following the rebellion it all changed for the
whole universe.

then, what is God going to do about it?

So is God going to do anything about it? Pretty much the whole Bible talks about what God is doing to fix the situation.

One day in the future God is going to set things right. In the book called Isaiah, chapter 65 verses 17-25 it tells of a place that is
coming where death does not exist at all, and in this place wolves and lambs are going to graze together in the same field, and the lions
will eat grass. "I am creating new heavens and a new earth; everything of the past will be forgotten. ...Wolves and lambs will graze
together; lions and oxen will feed on straw. Snakes will eat only dirt! They won't bite or harm anyone on my holy mountain. I, the
Lord, have spoken!" CEV

Sounds a bit unbelievable, doesn't it, but in another place, in 2 Peter 3:13 it says that God is preparing a new heaven and a new earth
and there will be no evil thing there. "But God has promised us a new heaven and a new earth, where justice will rule. We are really
looking forward to that!" CEV

The last example is from the last book of the Bible, Revelation 21:4 where it says on that future day which is coming, there will no
more death, no more sadness. "He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain.
These things of the past are gone forever."

So God is going to fix the situation. Does it seem like He is taking His time. Possibly, but maybe He is just being loving and kind and patient
in giving us time. For, by the way, part of the plan was Jesus coming, as others have mentioned. He is part of the fixing situation that God
has put in His plan.

then lastly, having settled that, what does that mean to you and me?

So our natural reaction to animals attacking each other, our natural reaction to suffering, is it just doesn't feel the way it should be, and that is
right. The Bible says it is not the way it was meant to be.

So I hope I've given you in the Bible some examples that explain why the world is like it is. And what's in it for me, is to see that what the
Bible says is true. So the conclusion of that long question is that God does not have a nasty mind at all, but we are just in the middle of the
plan that is being played out.

Q5 - "Why did Jesus work as a carpenter in his father's joinery before his ministry and him being
the Son of God as well?"

I think there are 3 things involved in this question.

The first thing is that the Bible talks about there being a first Adam and a last Adam, or a second Adam.

The first Adam is the one who by his turning away from God injected the curse into the world, including all the problems we
have been talking about.

The second Adam is Jesus, the last Adam, and He pulls the fangs of the curse and reverses things. Now that is not complete yet.
He pulled the fangs, as it were, when He died and rose again. One day when He comes back He is going to make everything
right again, there will be that perfect place. So we are in that intermediate condition now. The fangs of the curse have been
pulled, but there is still death and suffering in the world.

Now how does this bear upon the question?

for Him to do all this He had to be fully man. He was the Man Christ Jesus, Son of God but also Son of Man. He needed to be
able to enter into every part of our human condition, and that includes work.

So he was born, not in a palace, a son of leisure as it were, but born into a stable to be the son of a village carpenter. He grew
up and learned his father's trade. and no doubt there was a lot of hard work involved. There were no power tools in those days.
If you wanted timber you had to cut down your own tree and saw it into planks, all by hand, and plane them by hand and so on,
so it wouldn't have been easy work. He would have grown up knowing the difficulties of dealing with difficult customers, of
being misrepresented and misunderstood, as well as being physically tired and with aching muscles and sometimes an aching
head, from trying to figure out how to make ends meet as a village carpenter. He would have known all that, as well every other
part of our human condition, fatigue, in all its ways, and rejection, and all of that.

So it was necessary for Him to have work, that He might be part of that human condition, otherwise He couldn't be the second
Adam, the One to set things right again.



The second thing I draw out of this is that it shows us the great dignity of work.

A friend I used to work with years ago was a great joker, and he said "Work is the curse of the drinking man". The ancient joke
is that drink is the curse of the working man! Well, is work a curse?

No, for Adam was given work before he rebelled. Work was a good thing and still is a good thing. There is dignity in work, in
good work. I can think of exceptions of course; not all work is good work, a drug-dealer for instance. But there is a dignity in
work whether it is washing up, looking after the kids, changing the nappies, or sweeping the streets, things we think of
[wrongly] as menial jobs. There's dignity in them, if we approach them in the way of integrity. The Bible talks about us being
able to do this, "Whatever you say or do should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks to God the Father
because of him." Colossians 3:17 CEV.

So if we are sweeping the streets, we can do that with a sense of dignity, no matter what others think, because we are looking to
Jesus, who worked with His hands.

The third thing is that at about the age of thirty He left that work and He did a career change. That was the career of His earthly
stepfather Joseph, but then He took on the work of His heavenly Father. He said in one place in the gospel of John "My Father has
never stopped working, and that is why I keep on working." (5:17 CEV) and the Jewish leaders at the time were so enraged at that
because they knew He was saying He was one with God. He took on his Father's work.

So I think, to me, that's the reason that He worked.

Q6 - "What kind of ministry can a local church offer Christians battling with strongholds of fear
anger or other crippling spiritual bondages?"

I think with this question we also need to include non-Christians, and there is a first step for a non-Christian, in that for someone who doesn't
know God yet, and doesn't know that Jesus is their Saviour, as a local church we want to share with them the good news of the Gospel, the
fact that God loves them, the fact the He sent His Son to die for them.

But as a local church how do we help those who are battling with a whole lot of things?

I think the first place we start is that we are friends with them and we want to share fellowship with them. We do it unconditionally, we do it
non-judgmentally, we offer an ear to listen because anybody who's dealing with any sort of problem is helped when they have someone to
share it with, someone who will listen empathetically, who will ask a leading question, to say "Did I understand that right? You said this,
would you like to tell me a bit more about that?", so we need to be a listening ear, and we also need to be ready to share the truth we know.
When someone says to me "I'm overwhelmed by my fear" I need to be ready so say to them there is an answer to your fear, and its in the
Bible and its what God does in our lives. So we start by being friends.

Then the next step, and I think this is one of the most important things, and that is that we need to pray; pray for them, and if they'll let us,
pray with them. Even if they say no, I don't want to pray with you, or I don't feel like I can pray with you, we can pray for them, and pray
for them consistently. As the opportunity arises we can let them know "I prayed for you, and I know tomorrow is going to be stressful for
you, and I'll pray for you", and as we pray, God works because it is not us who can solve or fix their problems. So we pray for them.

We encourage them to learn what the bible has to say. Being part of a growth group is a wonderful way to be able to find out what the Bible
says about fear, about anger, about addiction, about other challenges that can grip our lives, and as we share in the small group, and as we
build relationships, and as we build confidence in the group, then we can share with them and say, as I did to my bible study group on
Tuesday night, "I'm really struggling this week, please pray for me", and this week I had several people who messaged me and said "I
prayed for you this week. and as I prayed for you God gave me this hymn, or this Bible verse", and in that way we pick each other up and
we carry each other. So if you're someone who deals with these sorts of issues, join a Bible study group. We have many here across the
different age ranges, and we have all-women's groups, we have a men's group, we have mixed groups. Find a group that suits you, and join
it, and listen to what God says.

There's also, beyond our individual study groups, there are those who have done extra-Biblical training; our pastors, our elders, people who
are experienced in the faith, to whom we can go and say "I'm really struggling with this question". They can explain to us what the
Scriptures say, they can encourage us and might give us a book that you can read, because there are lots of helpful books. They might
encourage us to go and talk to someone who has particular skill in dealing with a particular issue. If we know of someone in our group then
we need to be ready as people have done for me, to share a verse, to share a hymn, to ask meaningful questions. One of the questions we ask
in society is "How are you?", and we say "Very well thankyou" with a smile stuck on our face, but we need to practice asking "How are
you?" and really meaning the question and being ready to listen to the answer.

Sometimes we need to encourage people to go and seek the help of a medical or psychiatric or psychological nature. Being able to say to
someone with whom you've built a relationship "Have you talked to your GP about this?" or to say "I've had a problem like this and I found
it helpful to talk to so-and-so". So be ready to share your experience and be ready to encourage them to find help, primarily in the Bible, but
also to use the other things that God has given to us, the other services that God has made available to us.

The last thing I've put down is persistence. Don't give up. Don't give up on them - if they are dealing with anger or dealing with fear there
are times when you will cop their anger or fear, but don't give up. Be a persistent friend, a persistent prayer, a persistent sharer of the
Scriptures, because God won't give up on them, and God won't give up on their relationship with you either.



The local church has a lot to offer to people who deal with all sorts of problems, whether it is fear, or anger, or addiction, or - you fill in the
blanks. But for you, join a church, be part of a group of Christians, and see what God can do for you.

Last Minute Questions that were not answered on the night

Q7 - "If God has a plan for everyone, does he know some people will choose not to be Christians?"

God created mankind with the capacity for free choice. He did not want a race of robots who would say "Yes God, I love you and will
always obey you." Creatures like that would not really be human, just pre-programmed animals.

You could say that He was prepared to take the risk of His creatures turning their backs on Him. In ways mysterious to us, He knows
everything before it happens. He is not inside Time as we are, but sees all things from the view of eternity. Certainly He thought it worth the
risk. And the pain - He is not distant from the suffering mankind brought upon itself; He dived to the very bottom of that pit when Jesus died
on the cross.

A key here is the most famous verse in the Bible "God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son (Jesus), so that
everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die." John's gospel, chapter 3, verse 16 CEV

C.S. Lewis, in his novel "The Great Divorce", puts it this way: 'There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, "Thy
will be done," and those to whom God says, in the end, "Thy will be done."'

Q8 - "Was the big bang creation?"

It seems that a lot of people, both those who believe there is a Creator, and those who do not, view the theory of the Big Bang as a threat to
such belief. The Big Bang theory came out of the discovery in the last century that the universe was not static after all, not eternal. Rather it
is expanding at enormous speed from a super-dense particle that exploded at the beginning of time. Later discoveries confirmed the theory.
Albert Einstein clung to the static, eternal universe, but later said it was the biggest mistake he ever made, and accepted the Big Bang.

If the Big Bang theory is correct, and the evidence is good, why should this do away with the Creator? Who made that infinitely dense seed
particle? Who triggered the vast explosion that is still flinging galaxies apart at speeds near that of light? The Bible tells us "In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth." Genesis chapter 1, verse 1 CEV

Leading NASA astronomer and science communicator Dr Robert Jastrow, who did not himself believe in a creator, felt compelled to write
his book "God and the Astronomers". In it he wrote "For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a
bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance, he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is
greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries."

There remains the question of timing. How does the Big Bang's more than 10 billion years square with the Bible? Only God knows.
However, two things are worth thinking about.

Our scientific theories often change radically with new discoveries.

There is variety of thought among Christians as to the exact meaning of the timing in Genesis. Many believe the 6 days were literally
24 hour ones, but many others from their study of the Bible see the language there as more like poetry, that is not attempting to make a
scientific statement about the time involved.

Q9 - "How do Adam and Eve fit in with evolution?"

The Bible is not an encyclopedia of science, but rather God's message to mankind about how they can be re-united to Him, and know
true meaning and real forgiveness for their lives. It does not set out to teach us about gravity, electricity, chemistry or biology.
However, it does have a lot to tell us about our origin.

We need to say what we mean by the word "evolution". Few, if any, people deny the fact of evolution by selection within a species
(called "micro-evolution); everyone who breeds animals is doing micro-evolution every day - sheep with more wool, cows with more
milk, stronger horses or cats with pointier ears. They practice artificial selection from the existing pool of genetic material. Natural
selection works the same way but without human intervention, and more slowly. No one argues about this. It can be observed at
work.

However, what most people think of is large-scale evolution "macro-evolution", the concept of an unbroken line from molecule to
man on the basis of time and chance. That is, that some chemical soup in the early seas of Earth generated the simplest life-forms
spontaneously, and that these, over the ages, have developed into all the millions of life-forms we see now (including ourselves). This
can not be observed at work, and there were no witnesses in those past ages. That is why it is correctly called the Theory of
Evolution.



So, what does the Bible say? It tells us that God created the different kinds of plants and animals. It doesn't give us a scientific
definition of "kind". We certainly don't need to say that He made every different species we now see. Whatever "kind" meant in
Genesis chapter 1, it at least tells us that God created the ancestral prototypes of modern cows, crows and crocodiles.

What about Adam and Eve? Genesis 1 says "God said, 'Now we will make humans, and they will be like us. We will let them rule
the fish, the birds, and all other living creatures. So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and women.'"

- Man is the crown of God's creation, an animal but also a spirit, able to think, love and see beauty, and as a secondary creator, able to
create ideas, art-works, machines and all else with the brain and materials God has given.

The Bible speaks of Adam and Eve as real, historic, people, separate from the animals, made to be King and Queen of the
Earth. They were glorious, beautiful, intelligent, and a special creation.

What we actually know of ancient history shows us great civilisations appearing quickly, not primitive sub-men groping
towards human-ness.

On the general question of time, whether thousands, millions or billions of years, see the answer above on the "Big Bang". For
the creation of Adam and Eve, estimates based on the loose chronological hints in the Bible, and on historical evidence, vary,
but are in the range of tens of thousands of years, say 20,000.

Q10 - "Where is heaven?"

The Bible uses the word heaven in several ways, but I am guessing that the questioner has in mind heaven as the future home of all who
trust in Jesus. One of the thieves crucified with Jesus said to Him "Lord, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.", Jesus said to
him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." Luke 23:43, ESV. Where did the thief go after dying?

this heaven spoken of is the final home of all people who will embrace what Jesus has done, suffering in our place that we might be
united with God forever.

John the Apostle shows us this in Revelation chapter 21 "I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth
had disappeared, and so had the sea. Then I saw New Jerusalem, that holy city, coming down from God in heaven. It was like a
bride dressed in her wedding gown and ready to meet her husband. I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: God's home is now
with his people. He will live with them, and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his home among his people. He will wipe all
tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever." CEV

It will be a real, physical place, a renewed Earth with a renewed and perfect people. The apostle Peter wrote "On that day the heavens
will be destroyed by fire, and everything else will melt in the heat. But God has promised us a new heaven and a new earth, where
justice will rule. We are really looking forward to that!" 2 Peter 3:12 CEV. Just as Christians are promised a new body at the
resurrection, so they are promised a new Earth which will be their home. As the new body will be better, more glorious, than the old
ones, yet still recognisable, so the new Earth will be better, more glorious, yet still recognisable. For the details, we must wait.

did the thief on the cross go there? We are not told, but the place where he went was Paradise, with all that means of joy and delight,
and in the very presence of Jesus, now his Lord and Saviour. From this it seems that there is some intermediate place, where the souls
of Christians wait in joy for the resurrection. Then Paradise itself will be fleshed out in the new Earth, all Nature then being restored to
what God originally intended, the home of men and women re-made in God's image. Speed the day!
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Notes:

Molecular Soup

This idea, known as the Oparin-Haldane hypothesis, was popularised in the mid-twentieth century following experiments which
passed electrical energy through mixtures of water vapour and gases that were guessed to have existed before life on Earth. These
resulted in some traces of amino acids, the building blocks of proteins, and thus vital to life.

However, repeated experiments over many years never yielded anything more. Professor Steven Benner, originally from Harvard
University, said "Prebiotic chemistry could produce a wealth of biomolecules from non-living precursors. But the wealth soon
became overwhelming, with the 'prebiotic soups' having the chemical complexity of asphalt (useful, perhaps, for paving roads but not
particularly promising as a wellspring for life). ... How could life (or any organized chemical process) emerge from such a mess?"
(March 26, 1999 issue of Science magazine, quoted by Professor Henry F. Schaefer in "Climbing Mount Improbable").

Heaven in the Bible

The Bible speaks of 4 heavens. King Solomon's prayer at the dedication of the first Temple in Jerusalem illustrates the first 3; "But will God
indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!" ! Kings
8:27 ESV

"heaven" is used of the Earth's atmosphere, the "heaven" Solomon spoke of. E.g. Genesis 1 speaks of the birds flying in the heaven.

"highest heaven" is the cosmos, the universe with its billions of stars and galaxies, e.g., Psalm 8:3 "When I look at your heavens, the
work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of
man that you care for him?"

"heaven", where God is. Solomon told us that the first 2 could never contain Him who made them. The Bible makes no attempt to
explain where it is; probably the answer is incomprehensible to our finite, human understanding. Whatever, and wherever, it is beyond
space and time, "outside" the Universe. The apostle John's vision of this heaven is recorded in Revelation chapter 4, in vivid imagery,
but keep in mind that they are images, not reality, not to be taken literally.

Bible Quotations

CEV

Bible quotations are from the Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright 1995 by American Bible Society, unless otherwise stated.

ESV

English Standard Version Anglicised (ESVUK) The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright Â© 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers.
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