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Blind people: Jesus is talking about people who are
blind spirituality. Not people who can’t see.
Miracles: Powerful works or great things done by the
power of God.
Pharisees: a Jewish religious group that followed all of
the Old Testament and other Jewish laws and customs
very carefully.
Prophet: A person who spoke for God. He often told
things that would happen in the future.
Sabbath: the day dedicated to God by prayer,
worship and rest; it is celebrated on Saturday by the
Jews and on Sunday by Christians.
Siloam: a pool of water in Jerusalem where Jesus
healed the blind man.
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Lord, Jesus, you chose us to come to a
quiet place and rest with you. Like the
Apostles, we too can be caught up in the
busyness of life.

Help us to calm our minds and hearts,
make us open to your word, and help us
find peace in you.

Jesus lives and reigns with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

Amen
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Jesus was walking, he saw a man born blind.
Jesus spat on the
ground and
made some
mud. He took the
mud and rubbed
it on the blind
man’s eyes. Jesus said to him,
“Go and wash in
the Pool of
Siloam.” (Siloam means ‘Sent’).
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The blind man went to the pool, washed, came back
and he could see.

Some neighbours and people that used to see the
man begging before said, “Look, is that the blind man
that used to sit and beg?”
Some said, “Yes.”
Others said, “No, perhaps he looks like the blind man.”
But the blind man himself said, “I am the same man. I
was blind before.”
These people brought the man to meet the Pharisees.
The day that Jesus made the mud and cured the blind
man, that day was the Sabbath.
Lent Session 3

Page 6

The Pharisees asked
the man, “How did
you receive your
sight?”
The man answered,
“He made some
mud and rubbed it
on my eyes; I
washed and now I can see.”
The Pharisees said, “This man, Jesus, cannot be from
God. He broke the law of the sabbath.”
But other people said, “How can a sinner do miracles
like that?” So the Jews argued and disagreed with
each other.

The Jewish leaders asked the blind man again, “This
man, Jesus, cured you. What do you think of him?” The
man answered, “He is a prophet.”
The Jewish leaders replied, “Are you trying to teach us.
You are a sinner from birth!” They threw him out.
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Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man
and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
The man answered, “Tell me where to find him so that I
can believe in him”.
Jesus said, “You are looking at him; I am he.”
The man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshipped
Jesus.
Jesus said, “I came into this world to judge, so that
blind people can see, and that the people with good
sight will become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees standing near Jesus heard what
he said. They asked him, “Are you saying we are
blind?”
Jesus replied, “If you were blind, then you would not
be guilty. But because you say that you can see, this
means you are still guilty.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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Imagine living during Jesus’ time and being a blind
person. It is very hard. You have to beg for food at the
gates of the town and on the road. You hope that
someone will be kind to you, give you some money,
and help you. Many people look down on you. There
is no way for you to work to support yourself and
others.
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People fear losing what is most important to them.
Sometimes they get frightened to meet other people
who have lost an arm or a leg, hearing or sight, family
or friends. They don’t want to think about those things.
If they do think about them, they wonder “how can I
stop this happening to me!” In the time of Jesus, people wondered, “maybe, this man was born blind, because of some sin?” Even the apostles asked, “Did the
blind man sin or did his parents sin?”
Jesus answered, "It was not any sin of this man or his
parents that caused him to be blind. He was born blind
so that he could be used to show what great things
God can do.”
No one had sinned, so the apostles were asking the
wrong question. The apostles were also asking, “why?”
Why did God make the man be born blind? Why is life
harder for him than for other people?
Everyone is born to show what great things God can
do. What was so “great” about the man born blind?
Jesus doesn’t tell us, He shows us.
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The blind man did not see
Jesus immediately when he
was healed. Jesus had told
him to go and wash in the
pool of Siloam. The blind
man washed in the water
and came back healed.
Imagine the joy of the man
seeing the world, his family
and friends for the first time!
He wasn’t so different and
alone anymore!
Suddenly, the blind man was pulled into a big
argument. Everyone was watching him. Some did not
believe that he was really the man who was blind
before. They took him to the Pharisees who asked him
lots of questions about Jesus. It was like he was on trial
in a court! The leaders questioned, and challenged,
and threatened him.
They threatened to kick him out of the community, if
he said that Jesus had healed him. They were
threatening to take away many of the good things the
man had just received, like seeing the people he
loved.
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His parents had already taken a step away from him.
They left him to speak for himself in an unfair court.
They left him to defend himself against people who did
not want to believe him. They left him to argue with
the Pharisees who were telling people that Jesus was a
sinner and threatening anyone who disagreed.
Yet, the man stood firm. He told the truth. When the
Pharisees tried to threaten him into speaking against
Jesus, he argued that Jesus was certainly a prophet
from God.
When the Pharisees kept asking the same questions,
the man joked, “do you want to become his disciples
too?”
The Pharisees accused the man of not doing what
God wants. This is because the blind man challenged
their thinking. The blind man told them why it was logical for them to believe that Jesus was from God.
The Pharisees’ pride was hurt, so they insulted the man.
They said that the blind man was always a sinner and
could not teach them anything. They threw him out.
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They were the real sinners. They sinned by pushing
away the man born blind who showed them the
strength and goodness of God. He did this through his
healing, his goodness and his loyalty to Jesus.

The man born blind was very brave. He gave up a lot
to be faithful to the one who healed him. The man
must have been stressed and upset after being thrown
out of the community. Jesus heard what had happened and came and found him. Jesus invited the
man to have even greater faith in Him. Jesus revealed
that He was sent from God. The man believed straight
away.
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Q1 What gifts did the blind man have?

Q2 How were other people blind?

Q3 How can I focus more on the most important gifts
from God in my life, and in the lives of other people?

Q4 How can I avoid spiritual blindness in my life?

Lent Session 3

Page 16

Leader: Let us pray for the needs of the Church, the
world and for our own prayers.
L: We pray for our bishops and priests, that they may
lead us by word and good works to a deep love of
Christ.
Lord receive our prayer

L: We pray for those who will be welcomed into the
Church at Easter time, that they may find in the
Church their true family.
Lord receive our prayer
L: We pray for those who are alone, or who looked
down upon. May their dignity as children of God be
respected.
Lord receive our prayer

Personal prayers
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Lord Jesus, you restored sight to the blind
man and led him to believe in you and to
worship you.
Help us and all Christians to be true
followers of you, so that you can give us
the gift of faith to all of our families and
friends.
Mother Mary and all the saints in heaven,
pray for us
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