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August -  November 2017  

The Ephpheta Centre is very excited to announce our Deaf 

pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi! Working with the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Sydney (Rome Pilgrimages) and led by Fr 

Michael, we have planned a very special pilgrimage to Rome 

and Assisi from 15-24 March 2018. 

Rome is of course known as the Holy City - for Catholics 

Rome is a very important spiritual centre. We will visit 

Romeôs major churches, have regular Mass, visit the 

Vatican gardens and Museums, the Sistine Chapel and the 

Holy Stairs. We will have 

Auslan interpreters with us for 

our pilgrimage as well as Fr 

Michael as our spiritual tour 

leader, Ephpheta staff, and 

qualified local tour guides.  

In Rome we will be staying at 

Domus Australia - this is a 

beautiful religious guesthouse 

located in the Centre of Rome 

within the walled city.  

We will also have a two night 

stay in a convent in Assisi - we will travel there by train This 

beautiful town was the birthplace of St Francis (loved as the 

patron saint of the environment and animals). 

 

We really hope that you can join us on this very special 

pilgrimage.  

For more key information please see page 9. 

For details of our Information Day on 10 September 

please see page 4. 

Chapel in Domus Australia where we 
will be staying in Rome 

St Peterôs Basilica 

Assisi 

Vatican Museum 

Rome 
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Wow, it's August already. The 
2017 Winter was fairly cold but 
the tulips I planted in my 
backyard are growing nicely in 
this cold weather. 

We had another busy year up to 
now again! We are really 
looking forward to going to the Deaf Catholic 
Conference which is held in Melbourne 
organised by John Pierce Centre (JPC). I will be 
presenting along with Rachel who is the 
manager of Ephpheta's sister organisation, JPC 
on the history of Deaf Catholics in NSW and 
Victoria. Our Deaf Menôs, Deaf Womenôs and 
Combined outings have gone from strength to 
strength. Your ideas of future tours and events, 
please let me know! 

25 deaf people turned up to watch Our Lady of 
Fatima captioned movie at Wesley Theatre in 
the city 20th of July. We all enjoyed the movie. 
Some of us shed a tear or two! We then went to 
Woolworths for lunch. A lovely day indeed. 

I have been running the Data group at 
Ephpheta on the fourth Thursday of each 
month. We have 20 deaf people come along 
and ask so many questions! It is an opportunity 
for deaf people to share their problems, 
frustrations and tips with each other in the area 
of internet, computers and smart phones. It 
looks like we will continue the Data group until 
next year. 

Deaf Caf® is now running in three locations; 
Ephpheta Centre, Gosford, and Penrith. This is 
our Deaf space where deaf people get together 
and catch up. A big thank you to all the 
volunteers for helping us run Deaf Caf® at the 
Ephpheta Centre. 

I wish to remind the Deaf community we would 
like to keep our work related phone calls, faxes, 
and text messages to Ephpheta work hours - 
Monday to Friday 9 to 5pm please.  

Thank you the Deaf community for your 
support. Coming to our events and supporting 
our events mean a lot to us and this keeps the 
Ephpheta Deaf community alive and strong. 

 

Peace be with you, 

David. 

 

As you see from our front page, 
we have been very busy 
organising a special pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi for our deaf 
community. The idea of a 
pilgrimage - a special time of 
prayer, reflection and stepping 
outside our comfort zone - is an 
old Catholic tradition which is still very relevant 
to our lives today. 

We hope that many of you will be able to join in 
our pilgrimage to Italy. 

 

However, I know that some people who might 
like to join the pilgrimage wonôt be able to take 
part for a variety of reasons ï age, ill-health, 
family commitments, resources.. 

 

Whilst we think that pilgrimage always involves 
travelling to somewhere new (and often 
overseas), as Christians we should use our life 
as a pilgrimage. While it is good if we can travel 
to a special place which has an important 
spiritual meaning, sometimes this wonôt be 
possible. Instead we can think about how we 
can make a special place and time in our own 
lives for our own ñdevotion to Godò - through a 
time of prayer, serving others, reading the Bible 
and maybe making a special project for 
ourselves like reading a book about a Saint or 
learning about a Holy place. This can be our 
own pilgrimage. 

 

I found this beautiful prayer for all of us pilgrims 
- all of us every day travelling on the road of life 
with God as our guide: 

May God the Father who created you, guide 
your footsteps. 

May God the Son who redeemed (saved) you, 
share your journey. 

Many God the Holy Spirit who sanctifies you, 
lead you on lifeôs pilgrimage, 

And the blessing of God Father Son and Holy 
Spirit be with you wherever you may go. Amen. 

 

Until next time,   
Liz 
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Feast Day of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop (8 August 2017, anniversary of her death)  

August 8 marked the anniversary of the death of Mary MacKillop. Although her 

death occurred more than a century ago, she continues to inspire men,  

women and children both Catholic or non-Catholic. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop (1842 - 1909) our first Australian saint, had a 

passion to ensure that education was available to poor children across  

Australia. She worked very hard to pursue the calling and have her sisters 

travel to where the greatest need existed. She showed courage, trust, open-

ness and raw faith in her deliberations and actions. On 15 August 1867, Sister Mary MacKillop took 

her first Vows as a Religious Sister and the title ñof the Crossò, a call to lifetime courage and desire 

to serve Jesus in very practical ways.  

Relying on the providence of God, Mary provided care for neglected children, girls in danger and for 

the aged, poor and incurably ill, as well as refuge for women off the streets or newly from jail. She is 

remembered for her significant contribution to education, as Mary established a system of  

elementary Catholic education that would prepare the children of ordinary working class people for 

suitable employment. Her letters continue to be a support and encouragement for many.  

The life and spirituality of our Australian ñSaint Mary of the Cross Mackillopò has been officially  

acclaimed by the Universal Church by Pope Benedict XVI. Her spirit is truly alive in the ongoing 

work of the Sisters of St Joseph and in the hearts of those who have been inspired by her. 

Source: Australian Catholic Bishops Conference - Council for Australian Catholic Women  

St Mary MacKillop of 
the Cross 

ñA pilgrimage is a journey to a holy place as an act of devotionò, says my little 
Catholic Dictionary. For Christians, life is a pilgrimage to the kingdom of God in 
heaven. Our places for prayer in the home, retreat centres, monasteries, and 
above all our Churches, give us an opportunity to meet God and be strengthened 
along the way. 
 

So, the smaller pilgrimages that we make, remind us of our earthly journey toward 
heaven. They are traditionally very special occasions for renewal in prayer. When 
we go on a pilgrimage to holy places like the Holy Land, the Holy City (Rome), or to shrines of the 
saints, we focus on our hope for life with God, we meet people who share our faith, and are 
inspired by the many saints who have gone before us. They are our brothers and sisters in the 
Kingdom of God and we know that they can help us along the way by Godôs grace. 
 

On pilgrimage, we repent of our sins and we train ourselves to live a holy life by giving up, at least 
for a short time, earthly things. It is a good time to choose a better way of living, and to start some 
good habits of prayer and good works. Some of the most famous monasteries in Europe were 
built, because pilgrims would start their journey with very 
little, and find they needed help along the way. The 
monasteries made sure the pilgrims had a place to rest, 
pray, and be healed, so they could continue on their 
journey. 
 

People sometimes go on pilgrimage as a way of saying 
sorry to God, or to ask something special. For example, 
many people have gone on pilgrimage to Lourdes in France 
to pray that the Blessed Virgin Mary help them ask for a 
healing from God. ñPilgrims On A Pilgrimageò 

By Vasily Perov (1834 - 1882) 
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Some very important things to book  
in to your diary now so you donôt miss 
out!  

 
See below for more informationé 

17th August - Deaf Menôs Day Out 

10th September - Special Mass and Rome 
Information Session 

21st September - Deaf Womenôs Day Out 

11th October - Combined Deaf Womenôs and 
Menôs Day Out 

21st October - Deaf Festival 

5th November - Community Presentation 

Join us for this international exhibition featuring 2,000 year old artefacts 
from Pompeii, Sicily, Naples and Rome. The exhibition uncovers the 
role of the Roman navy and its importance to the Roman Empire. 

The tour will give us an insight into the lives of sailors of the Roman fleet and to the people who 
lived on the Bay of Naples, considered by many to be the most beautiful place on earth - that was, 
until the eruption. After the exhibition we will have lunch in the city together at your own cost.  

When and Where: Thursday 17 August - meet at 10am for a 10.30am start.  
Australian Maritime Museum - 2 Murray Street, Darling Harbour 2000. 

Cost: $16. Pay at the door. Please bring money for your lunch after the exhibition. 

RSVP: Donovan 0408 697 773 (SMS) or email donovan@ephpheta.org.au before Tuesday 15 
August 

Join us for a fascinating tour of the World-Heritage-listed Cockatoo 
Island. Our tour will include information covering an extensive summary 
of the Islandôs history, incorporating stories from the Islandôs past. We will catch the ferry to 
Cockatoo Island together. Please bring your Opal card. It will be a lovely day out! 

After this tour we will have lunch together at a nearby caf® at your own cost. 

When and Where: Thursday 21 September - meet at 9:45am for the ferry (it departs at 10.10am) 
Circular Quay Ferry Wharf, Circular Quay 2000. 

Cost: $12. Pay on the day. Please bring money for your lunch after the tour. 

RSVP: Chrisso 0405 749 488 (SMS) or email christiane@ephpheta.org.au before Wednesday 13 

 

We know that you will have lots of questions about the pilgrimage including what is included, where 
we are staying, flights, what we will be doing, how to pay etc. We are having a special Mass and 
information session at the Ephpheta Centre so we can hopefully answer your questions so you can 
think about joining us. If you are thinking about coming to Rome it would be great if can come. 
When: Sunday 10 September 
What: Integrated Mass at St Jeromeôs Catholic Church Punchbowl Turner St Punchbowl (next to 
the Ephpheta Centre) - 10am. Please arrive before 9.45 am in the Church 
After Mass, we will come back to the Ephpheta Centre  and have a light lunch at 11am. We will 
then have a presentation by Chris Heron, the manager of Rome Pilgrimages. We will also have a 
travel agent Anna Shannon with us to help you with any questions you may have about booking 
flights etc IF YOU ARE COMING ALONG can you please RSVP to David by email to 
david@ephpheta.org.au or sms to 0408 669 672  
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On 5 November Fr Michael will give us a special presentation about the Rosary. He 

will give us a short history of the Rosary, why it is important to us as Catholics to say 

the Rosary and answer any questions you may have.  

Donôt worry if you donôt know or have never learned about the Rosary - this is the 

time to come along! If you have a rosary ring or rosary beads, please bring them 

along. If you donôt have any - Ephpheta will give you a rosary ring. If you are not 

coming to Mass but want to come to the Community Presentation, you are very welcome. You are 

also welcome to join the community for lunch as well.  

When and Where: Sunday 5th November, 11.30am (after our Sunday morning Mass and morning 

tea). Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St, Punchbowl. 

RSVP: Chrisso 0405 749 488 (SMS) or email christiane@ephpheta.org.au  before 30 October 

Join us for a day out at the Sydney Bus Museum. We will have a tour and 
learn about the history of bus transportation, see all the different buses on 
display and gain insights into the way in which bus transportation has changed and continues to 
change peopleôs lives. At the end of their tour we will have a ride on a vintage double decker bus. 
After the tour we will have lunch in Leichardt together at your own cost.  

When and Where: Wednesday 11 October - meet at 10.30am for an 11am start 
Sydney Bus Museum, Old Leichardt Tramshed - 25 Derbyshire Road, Leichardt 2040. 

Cost: Adult - $10, Concession - $8. Pay at the door. Please bring money for your lunch after the 
tour. 

RSVP: Chrisso 0405 749 488 (SMS) or email christiane@ephpheta.org.au before Friday 6 October. 

The Deaf Society and Deaf Australia (NSW) are organising the Deaf 

Festival for our community during National Week of Deaf People 

(NWDP) again! The Ephpheta Centre had such a great time at both 

of our stalls last year, weôre going to have a stall again this year! 

It will be a great family day out. Come, join us, and support our stall while 

catching up with old friends and meeting new friends! Weôd love to see you 

there! 

When: Saturday 21st October, 10am - 4pm 

Where: Same place as last year - on the North Side of Parramatta River (between Wilde Ave and 

Elizabeth St) 

Assembly Day is a great opportunity for you to come and discuss your ideas and feedback about 
the services and events provided by the Ephpheta Centre with the community. Please save the 
date for Assembly Day for February 2018. Exact date and time will be confirmed closer to the date. 

If you would like to raise anything for consideration before February, please email Liz 
liz@ephpheta.org.au or David david@ephpheta.org.au 
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for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people!  
 

Deaf Caf® is for anybody, no need to 
book, just turn up. We will have the 
coffee hot and the cake and biscuits waiting!  
 

You can meet and chat with new people or 
catch up with old friends over a cuppa.   
 

Tea & coffee available all day! Gold coin 
donation. Bring your own lunch or you can buy 
your lunch for $3. The next dates are: 

 

11th August, 8th September,  

13th October, 10th November 2017 

(always on the 2nd Friday of the month)  
 

Time: 10am to 2pm 
 

At: The Ephpheta Centre,  
4 Turner St,  Punchbowl.    
 

See you there! ƽ 

for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
people! For everybody, just turn 
up! There are a few coffee shops around the 
food court at Erina Fair shopping mall. Bring 
your money if you want to buy morning tea.  
CC Deaf Cuppa is a great place to meet and 
chat with new people or catch up with old 
friends over a cuppa. Meet at middle of food 
court. 
Always on the LAST Friday of every SECOND 
month. The next dates are:  
 

25th August and 27th October 2017 
 

Meet at middle of food court of Erina Fair 
shopping mall. 

Time: starts 10am to 2pm 
Contact: Donovan  SMS: 0408 697 773  
Email: donovan@ephpheta.org.au 

See you there! ƽ  

 

for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
people! For everybody, just turn 
up! This is great for people who 
live in the Penrith area and canôt make it to our 
regular Deaf Caf®. Penrith Deaf Cuppa is a 
great place to meet and chat with new people 
or catch up with old friends over a cuppa.   
Bring your money if you want to buy morning 
tea. Meet at middle of food court. Penrith Plaza 
is next to Penrith train station - only 100m walk 
across. The next dates are:  
 

29th September 2017 
 

Meet at middle of food court upstairs of Penrith 
Plaza shopping mall. 

Time: starts 10am to 2pm 
Contact: Donovan  SMS: 0408 697 773  
Email: donovan@ephpheta.org.au 
 

See you there! ƽ  

 

We will be starting a new 

group. We will talk about 

data plans, NRS/VRS 

updates, computer protection and internet suite 

packages. No repairs or computer upgrades 

please!   

Our focus will be on general information which 

will help you use your technology better. 

When: 24th August, 28th September, 23rd 

November  (4th Thursday of the month) 

Data Group on 26 October is cancelled. 

Where:  Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St 

Punchbowl 

Time: 1pm - 4pm 

Questions: please contact David Parker on 

david@ephpheta.org.au or SMS to  

0408 669 672. 
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Letôs meet for a catch 

up! Drinks, nibbles, 

and plenty of chats. 

Ephpheta Centre will 

provide wine and 

cheese for the 

afternoon. 

We will have a Family History and DNA research 

workshop by David Parker who 

is an experienced genealogist.  

When: Saturday 18 November 

Where:  Ephpheta Centre,  

4 Turner St Punchbowl 

Time: 1pm - 4:30pm 

Questions: please contact Di Urlich-Smith on 

diane@ephpheta.org.au or SMS to 

0414 917 857 or  David Parker on 

david@ephpheta.org.au or SMS to 

0408 669 672. 

  
 

Camelot will be Auslan Interpreted for the 

Opening Night performance on Friday 18th 

August - 7.30pm at the Seymour Centre (City 

Road Chippendale - near Sydney University). 

If you would like to register for a ticket, please 

contact David Parker on 

david@ephpheta.org.au or SMS to  

0408 669 672. We will reply with more details. 

LŎŜ {ƪŀǝƴƎΗ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
²ƘƻΚ ƻ̧ǳƴƎ ŘŜŀŦΣ ƘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ  
  ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мн ŀƴŘ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ 
²ƘŜǊŜΚ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƭǳō LŎŜ wƛƴƪ 
  пнп - пру IƻȄǘƻƴ tŀǊƪ wƻŀŘ 
  [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ ²Ŝǎǘ b{² нмтл 
  aŜŜǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ Ǌƛƴƪ 
¢ƛƳŜΚ      рǇƳ - фǇƳ    
²ƘŜƴΚ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмт  
/ƻǎǘΚ  Ϸр ŦƻǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƪŀǘŜ ƘƛǊŜ 

 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
w{±tΥ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ мт !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмт  
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ 5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ aǳƭƭƛƎŀƴ 
  ŘƻƴƻǾŀƴϪŜǇƘǇƘŜǘŀΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 
  {a{Υ лплу сфт тто 

On Sunday 15 October we will be having 

Integrated Mass at Richmond. THIS MASS 

REPLACES Seven Hills Mass. 

When: Sunday 15 October 

Where: St Monicaôs Catholic Church, corner of 

Windsor and Bourke Streets Richmond  

Time: 9.30am 

After Mass we will go together to a local 

coffee shop or club for morning tea/lunch 

Questions: contact Donovan 
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Note: This Mass is not an Ephpheta event but it is supported by the 

Ephpheta Centre. Ephpheta staff and an interpreter will be there. 

Please RSVP to David on Text: 0408669672 or  

email: david@ephpheta.org.au 

Deaf Festival - Saturday 21st October  

Parramatta River from 10am - 4pm 
 

Integrated Mass - Sunday 22nd October 

St Patrickôs Cathedral, 1 Marist Place,  

Parramatta at 9:30am 

An Auslan interpreter will be there 

 

St Gabrielôs Anniversary Lunch  

- Sunday 22nd October  

Commercial Hotel, 2 Hassall Street, Parramatta 

at 11am 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: This Mass is not an Ephpheta event but it is support-
ed by the Ephpheta Centre. 

 

For more information please email  

Assad Darjani - assaddarjani@gmail.com 

1922 - 2017 

St Gabrielõs School 
95th Anniversary  

A WEEKEND OF CELEBRATION!  

This Mass will be 

Auslan interpreted. 

N
o 

P
u
n
c
h
b
o
w
l
 
M
a
s
s
!
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When: In Italy from 15 Marchð24 March 2018 (9 nights) plus flight 

times 

Price: From $1885 per person twin share airfares excluded.  

We can help you in organising airfares for our group 

What is included: 7 nights accommodation at Domus Australia in 

Rome, 2 nights accommodation in Assisi; breakfast daily; 3 evening 

meals; Auslan interpreters; all admissions as per the itinerary; tour 

guides, spiritual guide (Fr Michael); all tips. 

 

Want more information? 

1. Please see insert flyer to this newsletter PLUS 

2. We will have a special information session at the Ephpheta Centre on 

Sunday 10 September. Please see page  4 for more information. 

3. Contact David and Liz for more information - email to 

office@ephpheta.org.au.  

If you would like to talk to us about the possibility of financial support to 

attend the pilgrimage please contact Liz and David. 

Our friends at the John Pierce Centre are very excited to host the Deaf 

Catholic Conference starting on 20th August! The theme is: ñReflect, 

Embrace & Nurtureò ï Our Community of Faith. It will be a perfect opportunity for us to reflect on 

the importance of our communities and to look at ways we can help each other grow. 

The Conference will start with a special Ephpheta Sunday Mass and celebration lunch at JPC on 

Sunday 20th August. The conference will provide an environment where topics related to the deaf 

community and how we practice our faith can be discussed. Presentations will run on Monday, 

Tuesday and half day Wednesday. These are open to all who register - the topics will include 

changes to our community, pastoral support to seniors , families and deaf youth, discussions about 

using interpreters in Catholic settings, Deafhood and Deaf space. A gala dinner will also be held on 

Tuesday night the 22th August. 

JPC are looking forward to seeing some of the Sydney Deaf Catholic community there! There is 

also a great number of deaf coming from around Australia and NZ. It is not too 

late to register for the conference if youôd like to go. If you are interested in this 

conference, more information can be found at:  

http://www.jpc.org.au/community/deaf-catholic-conference-2017/ or you can 

contact Rachel Miers manager@jpc.org.au 

mailto:office@ephpheta.org.au
mailto:manager@jpc.org.au
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What a wonderful day we had on Ephpheta Sunday. This is  our annual celebration of the many 

gifts which Deaf people  bring to the life of the Churchðthrough language, culture and community. 

The day started with a beautiful Mass said  by Fr Michael in our Ephpheta chapel. Then, after 

morning tea, we all headed over to Dooleys Waterview for a lovely buffet lunch. 

Congratulations to Donovan Mulligan for  winning the Annual Catholic Deaf Trust (CDT) award. 

Brett Beath received a special award from CDT. Our congratulations also to Ian Knox for being the 

first winner of the Ephpheta Centre Appreciation Award. This is an award from the Ephpheta Centre 

which will be presented each year on Ephpheta Sunday to acknowledge the service of an individual 

in our community throughout the year. Congratulations to the award winners! 

We also were very excited to launch our Italian Pilgrimage for the Deaf Community which will take 

place in March 2018. We will be holding an information session about this on 10 Septemberðwe 

hope that you can join us! 

Many thanks to the Ephpheta team and all of our volunteers on the day for making 

the day such a success. Many thanks also to the wonderful team at Dooleys for the 

generous support of the Ephpheta Centre and our Deaf Catholic community. 

Please see below and the next page for more photos from the day. 

Di was the one of the two Mass readers. 

Fr Michael saying 
the Grace. 
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Donovan Mulligan was the winner of the CDT award! 
Brett Beath received the CDT appreciation award. 

Jubilant Jim and Murreall! 

Robert Beath and his Dempsey Award!

 Prize Winners! Anthony and Christine 

Excited Rosemary! 


