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A Message from Liz & Dave...
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Fr Michael’s Reflection...
Congratul ations and thank you to the
community and all our beloved compani
An odd thought popf
recently; that if
candidates to pio
of Mars, they might 1|ike Jto
Deaf community. There thely
trailblazing, resilient, |Jcol
=l individualbs miwho veeory extgnd
dsocialisation and are renfar |
technol ogy.
When the brothers Saints Cyril and Methodius]to
written | anguage to assist in communication. ]|
Deaf community who are constantly shaping thpeir
communicating on Mars? Never mind, signs can] be
at mosphere, and new ones can al ways be creategd
Deaf people are used to working to provide fpr
work has been to considerately prepare the wphy
compassionate support for one another makes he
patience of saints. And, oh my, are they res]||Ii
This all can be said of the small Catholic Dgaf
gratitude of the Catholic Deaf community at Eph
show their I ove for God le—tla—ai Th
regul ar, hego@mt telut dt manh k
These past four years as e N
virtues piercing through e
deserts of isolation. | Qv e
persevered so patiently, Iy
prayed with theMprbphbet
can | et me, your oMaryv a rmte,
to the fullness of [|ife |
| donknow i f a Deaf exped Kel
anytime soon, but we probably have our hands]| fu
in faith, I ove, and hope with our I|ittle commun
triumphs and tragedies, heroes and villains,|]jo
compassi on, and sincere gratitude. May our pfay
Ephphet a, past and present. May we al ways fofagi
On belvalsfurel, of very many priests, religious], !
privilege of serving -ybhe ®dDeafcocogmanulk gti omaptko
anniversary!
May God bless you and send His Mother Mary tp o
Father Michael
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Murreall O'Connorhas been a wonderful member of] th
community since Ephpheta began!
Murreall has given so generously of her ti me
comes to the Ephpheta Centre knows Murreall|] ai
she is. We thank her for her time, her gene|ro:
How did you first join th
|l first joined as a volunt !
Catholic community weekend {
Gaffey asked me i f | would \
the Ephpheta Centre to hel (
was around 1979 or 1980 wh
Paddington. Jenny Hannan w
Ephpheta at this ti me.
We | ooked after the hew
Fridays. Il remember {ha
l ong time! Someti mes||I
MMwvere special meetings w
~SRASSc ome from al |ilovweoru |Add shte
with preparing morni]:g
—®® SHafternoon tea.

. S After we moved to Lewis
asked me if | would Ilike to work there 2 dalys
communion to deaf people and hel ping with p|last
a bowlinguegwowpd have about 15 deaf peopl e |as
was so much work when we mov : Wi
of volunteers come to help wu
cleaning up. Shirley Carrol/l
at Lewi sham. | remember whiint
started with about 5 people
| earn about i1it, the numbers

We al so h

days and

a hard of

prayer group.

We then moved to FIl eming|tol
time that | decided to rleti
staff Nol a Lawler took |ov:«
continued to be invol ved| wi
Jpastoral visits.
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What role has the Ephpheta Centr l/OL
I was first in h t
Catholic Deaf N
when | moved t /h er
I was 24. Thi s [ O
i nvol vement wi D h €
Centre and | w d v
CDA and Ephphe y
year s.
Because | never had children, | o gl h t
my | ife. I felt that God was want & do
t hat God was calling me to volunteer with tlhe
my i nvolvement with Ephpheta | met so many |di
enjoyed meeting so many different peopl e an|d
meeting one deaf | ady, she had never been tj]o
trying to teachiihterwass gwe rlyandiufafgiecul t . But v

peoplleal ways felt that Jesus was with me when

What changes have you seen a
Centre over the years?

I have seen
Jchanges sinc
1t he Ephphet a
used to have
\ [i nvol ved i n

¢ d

oir. We now have signed mas di
al so we sometimes join with el s
mass. A |l ot of our commumistey de
have many more young peopl e an.
One of the benefits which | have seen is thjat
t he Mass
Il would | ove to see more young peopl e comi nlg
Ephpheta Centre. I hope and pray that Ephphlet
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Brother Reg Shepherdhas had a 1 on (AT

relationship with the Cathol ifs ty
Ephpheta Centre for many year

I n the year 2000 Br Reg recei t |
Australia for his wonderf ul Al ple e |
part of the deaf community fq & plar
40th year of Ephpheta we went C«
asked him a few questions!

Reg i s now DRegyeias saofidiend to all in the clomr
Reg in our |ives and in the Iife of the dealf

What was your first encounterf w
and the deaf community?

I met my first deaf person when

Brai dwood. |l met a young deaf |bo
school atd St nGabei Ehriis hmas wheg|l U
Roberts. We made up our own sijgn:
ot her .
I had decided to join the Chrijst
On the same day that | entered t
. young man who joined called Gerr;
much ali ke and people ké&pthamall|l Ovegrud Obyeaash
cases of mistaken identity! People thought |t h:
I first wend sohddSal Gamrgd eSept 1953
|Ton month | ater my parents came| al
mot her was wor i ddhiank dhevadki domt|i e
teaching the deaf. She knew | wlas
Was prone to throwinévetldn tnruumsl! | wi
|l earn to be patient, I wi | washeaeid 9
Gabrmsi eflor 28 years. But | am stifl]l
What was your role at the Ephphelta Centrgp V
regul ar wor k?
Il first became involved with the [Ephpheta Qdeni
Paddingt hmd an interview with Fr [Mal one. N w
al so when it moved to Lewisham and then tol||FI
people ovefl twer yecdhrwi th deaf chilfdren i n glove
schools in the deaf units, Il would visit 3]|or
the state schools was how ilafneetr nmameyy yioeufmtg |d e
school , I hel ped many young deaf peopl e becjom:
people in hospitals and in prisons. I al so |vi
|l ot of travel!! | have kept in touch with nman
l i ves.
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