
2 Footnotes – August 2019 
 

To receive a complete FOOTNOTES magazine please subscribe using Members link on our Website 
 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AUGUST 2019 

 “If spirit is the seed, dance is the water of its evolution.” 
Shah Asad Rizvi   

 As we move into the “Flow” of a new financial year, I 
find it useful to reflect on how we have invested our lives and 
time in this past financial year.  For most I’m sure these 
current colder winter months have had us bunkering down 
under our winter woolies. But for many of our folk-friends, 
they are regularly turning to dance workshops to warm and 
lubricate our ever ageing bodies and spirits.  What a 
refreshing inspiration…. 

 In my case we have recently stretched our legs with a 
short journey down south to enjoy the reviving waters of 
Canberra’s folk dance scene. Each of the three days or 
evenings of our stay we attended spirited classes taught by 
Rebecca and then Lesley.  Sadly we learnt that Rebecca is 
moving overseas soon, leaving an opportunity for someone 
else to take a new lead. Hopefully the young children’s-dance 
classes that Rebecca initiated will also continue in this new 
stream. 

 By the time this edition of Footnotes reaches you, the 
Balkan Bonanza with Yorgo Kaporis will have passed 
together with the 50th Celebration of the Sedenka Folk Dance 
Group.  Many people at the 50th party commented that the 
event was almost like the annual gathering we have had for 
many years in Bowral with Andre van de Plas.  
Unfortunately. with Andre’s passing that annual pilgrimage 
is no longer.  Maybe Sedenka might continue the tradition 
with a similar annual tradition.   

 Down the track some of our FDA committee are also 
planning to attend the July 27 dance workshop in Canberra.  
This will focus on many favourite remembrances of Andre’s 
37years of influence, which increased our well of folk-dances 
that we regularly draw upon.  Maybe you too have an Andre 
favourite?  Why not tell us about it in a footnotes article. 

 Catch up with the Noosa Folk Dancers who celebrated 25 
years under the leadership of Danni MacKenzie. 

 On the horizon we are also looking forward to a 
workshop on August 18.  This will be covering Bulgarian 
Dances with Tanya Dimitrova at the Redfern Town 
Hall.  Tanya is a multi-award winning choreographer from 
Pazarzhik, who formed the Chudesiya Folk Dance Ensemble, 
a group she started with 50 children, growing it to over 300, 
aged 9-19.  This surely is  an event not to be missed. 

 One lament I heard at the Sedenka 50th celebration 
concerned the preoccupation of our youth with their 
technology.  I believe we all have a duty to be encouraging 
our youth to find more balance in their lives by adopting 
something that is more hands and less technology orientated.  
Of course one avenue for this is dance, and this can be 
furthered with more of  your contributions of joyful dance 
reports in Footnotes. 

 Please take the time NOW, by investing with a 
contribution to your Footnotes using just a few words 
about… 

1. a dance workshop you have enjoyed, 

2. a favourite dance you have learnt (maybe from 
Andre), 

3. a special dance event you have been part of, 
4. maybe some dance resources you have found useful, 

or 
5. a story about a person who has inspired you to 

dance. 
 This is something we could all be doing, and as a 
consequence contributing to the restoration of balance, by 
sprinkling the waters of our enthusiasm for culturally specific 
dance as far as we can. 

Enjoy your dancing, one NURTURING step at a time… 

 
 
 
 
 

NOOSA FOLK DANCERS CELEBRATE 25 
WONDERFUL YEARS OF FOLK DANCING!  
  

 Noosa Folk Dancers celebrated 25 years of dancing 
together, their Silver Anniversary, on Friday 31 May at the 
beautiful Tait-Duke Community Cottage in Tewantin near 
Noosa.  A fabulous time was had by all with a great turnout 
of current and past members, as well as special dance 
friends/teachers from other groups on the Sunshine Coast and 
Brisbane, to commemorate this major dancing milestone. 
What a joyful way for all to come together to catch up, eat, 
drink, be merry, and, of course to dance to many favourite 
folk dances from around the world!   

 Tait-Duke Cottage was buzzing with music and the 
dancing feet of 55 people all adorned in silver! Once the 
guest of honour, Danni MacKenzie, arrived the celebrations 
went into full swing. Dancing, speeches, a champagne toast 
and cutting of the cake were made to thank Danni for her 
exceptional contribution of 25 years of teaching Noosa Folk 
Dancers. She was presented with a surprise 25th Anniversary 
quilt featuring a circle of Noosa Folk Dancers dancing and 
socialising, represented by individual ribbon flowers 
handcrafted by members. Danni was also given a hand 
painted card signed by all attendees; a photo collage board, 
and a special memento booklet. Each member also received 
the memento booklet, containing a history, photos and 
individual stories of Noosa Folk Dancers. 

 

 


