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 "I do not try to dance better than anyone else. I only try to 
dance better than myself." -Mikhail Baryshnikov 

 Christmas time is almost upon us.  For you it may be 
festivities with family and/or friends.  For my nearest and 
dearest it is the time of celebrated performance – “the 
Christmas Concert” - for all our combined local Folk Dance 
groups. This means setting aside our inhibitions about 
performance and realise that our audience just wants to revel 
in the joy and passion that we exhibit.  Sure it also means 
dancing our best, but as a dancing friend always said, “just 
small steps Paul, and don’t forget to smile” that way no one 
notices that you are just fudging the steps.  So if you can, join 
our SSFDG team on 12th December from 10am at St 
Andrew’s Anglican Church hall in Cronulla for a wonderful 
Folk Dance Concert. 

 Talk of getting better, reminds me of the last FDA Work-
shop for 2019.  I hope you will all check out the fun article 
written about this workshop later in this Footnotes edition.  
This workshop on 10th November inspired me in at least two 
ways. 

 Firstly, as an excellent tribute to our Andre van de Plas, 
where some of the dances he had planned to teach this year 
were at last revealed by Kaye Laurendet in her workshop 
titled “One More Time”.  Secondly the emphasis of the 
workshop was on WORK as most of the seven (7) dances 
were the earlier harder choices that typically needed more 
time to prepare.  We really did need to have our wits about us 
to grasp the essence of the dances in the short time available 
for the “Work”shop.  But inspiring fun it certainly was! 

 It is with great sadness though, that I acknowledge the 
recent passing of a dear FDA member and past FDA Editor, 
Danni McKenzie.  She too, was an inspiration for her passion 

and contribution to our Australian Folk Dance movement. 
She will be sadly missed. 

 On a completely different tack, “The Royal” (Australia’s 
First National Park) hosted another fun filled weekend in 
October with a large contingent of dancers who came 
together for “Dance Deli”. It was a smorgasbord of excellent 
music, friendship and of course, new folk dances to learn and 
celebrate.  This year our cruise-ship themed event called on 
dances from culturally significant Mediterranean Sea ports, 
or headed off with excursions for dances derived from 
landlocked places like Bosnia. If you need more information 
about this fun themed event which promises to be even 
brighter in 2020, contact Margaret Connor or Kaye 
Laurendet for more details.  

 Also one last reminder, as we move into 2020.  Our 
Annual General Meeting is to be held on the 9th February 
starting at 10am at the Redfern Town Hall.  It would be great 
if you could support us at this significant event and then 
enjoy the following Turkish workshop with Gokden Kilic 
from 11am to 1pm. This AGM will mark the end of my tour 
of duty as FDA president, a role which I have thoroughly 
enjoyed, largely because of all the support that you our 
general membership has provided. 

 Have you paid your 2020 subscription membership to 
FDA yet? There is still time to take up the discount offer to 
pay only $20 for the electronic copy or $25 for hard copy, 
but ONLY if paid before 31 December – this is a significant 
discount!  

 Have you a significant dance event or folk dance person 
you would like us all to know a little better?  Then this is 
your opportunity to put pen to paper and submit such an 
article before 15th January 2020 for the next Footnotes 
edition. 

 Enjoy your dancing, as it only gets better over time…   

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, 9 FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Folk Dance Australia invites you to the 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 
10 am-10.45 (followed by morning tea) 

 
to be held at the Redfern Town Hall, 1st Floor 73 Pitt 

Street, Redfern 
Come along and help plan the coming year! 

You are then invited to stay and enjoy a TURKISH 
workshop with 

GOKDEN KILIC 

11am – 1pm 
 
Cost:    $15 $10 for FDA members.  
 Morning Tea provided - Please bring your own mug 
Enquiries:  Chris 9560 2910  or Kaye 9528 4813 

 


