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“Never miss a chance to dance” (Anon) 

 

 In the midst of all our current Covid-19 restrictions there 

have also been a few positive outcomes.  Despite not being 

able to dance at close quarters, opportunities to participate in 

virtual dance sessions have opened up.  In fact, I have 

renewed connections with dance acquaintances who I had 

personally met some years ago in our travels.  Other 

opportunities have also been taken up, to both clear out and 

organise materials that would otherwise have been left 

undone due to lack of time. 

 

 Being unable to gather together as we were used to, it has 

been good to see how people have used creative ways to care 

for each other.  For some, that has meant exploring 

technology to provide useful ways to stay connected and to 

expand our repertoire of folk-dances.   

 

 With the gradual lifting of restrictions, the challenge is to 

present ways in which we can dance together safely.   So let us 

be creative to organise dancing, when and where we can. 

 

 As we engage with on-line Folk-dancing, using Facebook, 

Youtube, Zoom or other means, please take this as an 

opportunity to send Footnotes an article which can also 

encourage others in their dancing pursuits.  For example the 

following link has been a great source of dancing 

opportunities.   

https://daleadamson.com/  (this is regularly updated with 

new material almost daily) 

 Now enjoy your dancing, one opportune step at a time … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Footnotes this month is quite different to what is produced 

usually.  Many thanks to those who relayed how they are 

coping in isolation.  It’s amazing how the internet has come to 

the fore so quickly.  I just love seeking out these virtual 

presentations on face book, Youtube etc.    

 This has brought us closer to those on the other side of the 

world with exactly the same interests as us.  Mostly using 

Google will find your favourite dance.  Folk Dance Australia 

has links on the website which will generally help you.  In 

particular, there is an extensive list of dances under the Folk 

Dance Federation of California giving both notes and video 

links.  However, the other links are also worth following up.  

 We will have to wait some time before workshops can be 

organised. 

Janene Randall, Editor 

 

 

 

THE BEGINNINGS OF FOLK DANCE AUSTRALIA 

 

 Folk Dance Australia was established in 1990 by 

graduates of the first Folk Dance Teacher Training 

Course which was conducted in Australia in 1989/1990. 

 

 The course was introduced by Andre van de Plas, a 

professional dance teacher from the Netherlands and 

was based on the Dutch Folk Dance Teacher Training 

Course. 

 

 This first course commenced in 1989 with the 

support of the Margaret Walker Folkdance Centre and 

the AADE (Australian Association of Dance Education) 

and with the understanding that AADE would be signing 

the certificates for the graduates. 

 

 Before the course was completed, AADE withdrew 

and the certificates were then signed by Margaret 

Walker and Andre van de Plas. 

 

 It was then realised that in order to have an 

organisation totally interested in folkdance we would 

have to establish it ourselves. 

 

 A meeting of the graduates from the TTC was held in 

July 1990.  Folk Dance Australia was founded with an 

Interim Committee of Carol Maddock as President, 

Christine Battisson as Secretary and Kaye Laurendet as 

Treasurer. 

 

 FDA was incorporated in May 1991. 

 

 
Andre with the students from the first Teacher Training 

Course held 1989/1990 

 

 

 

 

 


