
Are you in year 11? Thinking about going to university?  

Considering science? Like to challenge yourself? Enjoy meeting people?  

Want to learn more about your study and career options? 

You should consider applying for 
the National Youth Science Forum.

The NYSF acknowledges the funding 
support from our partners

Lockheed Martin Australia

The Australian 
National University

CSL Ltd

Grains R&D Corporation

Cochlear Foundation

CSIRO

Defence Science & 
Technology Group

GSK

Monash University

IP Australia

NSW Trade & Investment

ResMed

The University of Melbourne

UNSW Australia

The University of Queensland

Everything you need to know is at nysf.edu.au

Or contact the NYSF Office

02 6125 2777, nysf@nysf.edu.au

National Youth Science Forum
Lenard Huxley Building 
56 Mills Road
The Australian National University 
ACTON ACT 2601

What will happen at the 
National Youth Science Forum?

At the NYSF participants:

• Live on campus at university for 12 days.

• Visit laboratories in areas of interest to gain 

hands-on experience.

• Learn how scientific collaboration works.

• Go to industry sites to see science, technology, 

and engineering in practice.

• Meet other like-minded students.

• Talk to leading academic and industry researchers 

about their work and career development.

• Hear about our funding partners and their work.

• Discuss and debate emerging science and its impact 

on our community.

• Form life-long friendships and begin to build 

professional networks.

• Return to home communities and spread the message 

about the NYSF, its activities, and the importance of 

science in our everyday lives.

The role of Rotary

Rotary clubs around Australia play a key role in assisting 

the NYSF to find Australia’s future scientists and engineers.

Rotary clubs should:

1. Contact their local schools’ science departments to make 

sure there is awareness of the NYSF for their year 11 

STEM students.

2. Field enquiries from students who are keen to gain 

endorsement for their application to attend the NYSF. 

It is important to respond quickly to student enquiries.

3. Interview applicants for suitability to participate in the 

NYSF, and endorse their application to the Rotary District 

selection process.

4. Support students who are successful in gaining selection 

by either contributing to the cost of participating in the 

program or helping them to contact local businesses or 

supporters who could contribute.

There is no limit to the number of students that a Rotary club 

can endorse for District selection. It is NOT COMPULSORY for 

a Rotary club to offer funding for participation in the NYSF 

for any student that it endorses. However, Rotary clubs MUST 

discuss with students the level of the financial contribution 

available — if at all — when they are endorsing applications. 

This avoids confusion and disappointment, and families then 

understand the level of their own financial contribution. 

Students from disadvantaged and diverse communities 

are encouraged to speak with their Rotary club about 

their situation.

When a Rotary club interviews applicants, 

consideration should be given to the following:

1. Is the student able to demonstrate a genuine interest 

in science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM)?

2. Is the student open to new ideas?  

Do you have a method for assessing this?

3. Will the student benefit from attending the NYSF? 

Are they already on the STEM path?  

Would another student benefit more?

4. Will the student contribute and give back to the NYSF, 

and the wider community?
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Rotary 
• is a founding partner of the National Youth Science Forum.

• partnered with the NYSF when it was conceived and 

established in 1984, and has been involved in the program’s 

development since that time.

• clubs and Districts play a key role in promoting, endorsing 

and selecting students to attend the NYSF each year. 

The sustained commitment of Rotary clubs across Australia 

to assist with the development of future science professionals 

is a major contribution to the NYSF’s success.

Founding
Partner

in Australia

nysf.edu.au

EMPOWERING  
TOMORROW’S  

SCIENCE 
LEADERS
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THE NATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE 
FORUM (NYSF) IS A 12 DAY 
RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM FOR 
STUDENTS ENTERING YEAR 12 
WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING AND MATHS (STEM). 
THE NYSF PROGRAM AIMS TO 
SHOW PARTICIPANTS THE WIDE 
VARIETY OF STUDY AND CAREER 
OPTIONS IN STEM FIELDS.

“The NYSF was an amazing 

experience that I would 

recommend without a 

second thought.”

“At the NYSF I discovered my 

passion for science.”

“I do not think you understand 

how truly life-changing this trip 

was for me.”

About the NYSF
The NYSF is a national not-for-profit organisation that offers 

a suite of programs, including the flagship January Sessions, 

designed to develop and support young people and their 

teachers to discover prospective vocations and study 

and employment opportunities within STEM fields.

Operating since 1984, more than 10,000 young people 

have participated in the program.

The NYSF Corporate Team is based in Canberra , 

with a national reach through our networks.

How to apply for the NYSF
Expressions of Interest (EoI) are submitted through our 

online system at nysf.edu.au. 

Students lodge an EoI when they are in year 11. If selected 

students attend the NYSF in the January before starting year 12. 

The NYSF EoI process opens on 1 March and all documents 

must be completed and lodged by 31 May.

Register on the NYSF online system — nysf.edu.au — to receive 

a reminder of when applications open.

A Rotary club in the student’s local community must endorse 

all applicant EoIs. Applicants are encouraged to contact Rotary 

clubs early to discuss this step, and whether any financial 

contribution from the club will be available. This should be done 

before the end of May so that paperwork can be lodged in a 

timely manner. 

Applications are open to Australian citizens and residents.

Students who apply DO NOT need to be top of their science 

class but should demonstrate a commitment to and passion 

for science subjects, as well as having a broad range of 

extra-curricular interests.

When is the NYSF held?
The NYSF runs 12 day programs in January each year.

Key dates
March-May 

Students can complete their Expression of Interest (EoI) 

through the NYSF’s online system at nysf.edu.au 

June

Rotary clubs consider EoIs from students for endorsement, and 

forward to Rotary NYSF District Chairs for selection processes.

July-August

District selection panels are held to identify the students who 

will be selected to attend the NYSF in the following January.

September-October

Orientation sessions are held to inform participants about 

the NYSF.

January

Students attend the NYSF and return home to start year 12.

Fees
Information about the Expression of Interest Fee, and the 

Program Fee if selected for the NYSF, are available at nysf.edu.au


